Get Free The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search For The Origins Of
Goodness

The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search
For The Origins Of Goodness
Since the last edition of this definitive textbook was published in 2013, much
has happened in the field of animal behavior. In this fourth edition, Lee Alan
Dugatkin draws on cutting-edge new work not only to update and expand on
the studies presented, but also to reinforce the previous editions’ focus on
ultimate and proximate causation, as well as the book’s unique emphasis on
natural selection, learning, and cultural transmission. The result is a state-ofthe-art textbook on animal behavior that explains underlying concepts in a
way that is both scientifically rigorous and accessible to students. Each
chapter in the book provides a sound theoretical and conceptual basis upon
which the empirical studies rest. A completely new feature in this edition are
the Cognitive Connection boxes in Chapters 2–17, designed to dig deep into
the importance of the cognitive underpinnings to many types of behaviors.
Each box focuses on a specific issue related to cognition and the particular
topic covered in that chapter. As Principles of Animal Behavior makes clear,
the tapestry of animal behavior is created from weaving all of these
components into a beautiful whole. With Dugatkin’s exquisitely illustrated,
comprehensive, and up-to-date fourth edition, we are able to admire that
beauty anew.
In this book, leading sociologists expand the scope of their discipline by
revealing the sociological aspects of the works of great philosophers,
scientists, and writers. * 32 short essays discuss sociological insights of
scholars and writers who are not normally associated with any sociological
school of thought * The organization of the work allows the reader to explore
the broader ideas of sociology while moving towards insightful and current
sociological debates * Contributors are leading sociologists from Europe and
the United States, representing all streams of the discipline
Encyclopedia of Ecology, Second Edition continues the acclaimed work of the
previous edition published in 2008. It covers all scales of biological
organization, from organisms, to populations, to communities and ecosystems.
Laboratory, field, simulation modelling, and theoretical approaches are
presented to show how living systems sustain structure and function in space
and time. New areas of focus include micro- and macro scales, molecular and
genetic ecology, and global ecology (e.g., climate change, earth
transformations, ecosystem services, and the food-water-energy nexus) are
included. In addition, new, international experts in ecology contribute on a
variety of topics. Offers the most broad-ranging and comprehensive resource
available in the field of ecology Provides foundational content and suggests
further reading Incorporates the expertise of over 500 outstanding
investigators in the field of ecology, including top young scientists with both
research and teaching experience Includes multimedia resources, such as an
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Interactive Map Viewer and links to a CSDMS (Community Surface Dynamics
Modeling System), an open-source platform for modelers to share and link
models dealing with earth system processes
Evolution, Games, and God explores how cooperation and altruism, alongside
mutation and natural selection, play a critical role in evolution, from microbes
to human societies. Inheriting a tendency to cooperate and self-sacrifice on
behalf of others may be as beneficial to a population’s survival as the selfpreserving instincts of individuals.
This book is about thought—not the basic thought that we use to determine
what to eat or wear or buy—but the Free Thought we use to make personal
choices about the higher things of life: faith or unbelief, justice, morality, and
the development and use of our creativity. Free Thought can have any
outcome, including unbelief or faith, which is defined here as personal belief
and trust in God, not as a religious affiliation. Free Thought is founded on free
will. Everyone is a unique combination of a material body-mind and a spiritual
soul. Free Thought is the integrated and iterative processing of information
from the material and spiritual realms, in one or more common nonmaterial
formats, across a mind-soul interface. Through our Free Thought, God and the
spiritual force for evil change us and we change the material realm. All
truthful spiritual insights and truthful disclosures through mathematics and
science come from God, and it is through faith and science that we approach
one whole body of truth. Free Thought, Faith, and Science includes definitions
of terms, summaries of the author’s beliefs and background, a literature
review, and a questionnaire for readers. It’s a comprehensive and thoughtprovoking book that will contribute to bringing more believers and
nonbelievers together in an expansion of the faith-science quest for truth.
The Evolution of Cooperation
Letters of Thomas J. J. Altizer, 1995–2015
Investigating the Nature of Life in the Age of Synthetic Biology
Evolution
Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose
Seven Scientists Search for the Origins of Goodness
Why the Materialist Neo-Darwinian Conception of Nature is Almost Certainly
False
More than six decades after the publication of Nobel laureate Erwin Schrödinger's
What Is Life?, a critical study of the complex issues surrounding the question of life
demonstrates how science can provide us with a definitive understanding of the
nature of life while looking at how modern science can revolutionize our concept of
life.
In these letters to friends and colleagues spanning around twenty years, renowned
radical theologian Thomas J. J. Altizer offers a series of meditative mini-essays on
religious, theological, political, and philosophical matters that are central and vital
to our contemporary era.
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Describes the intellectual journey of eccentric American genius George Price, who
tried to answer the evolutionary riddle of why people are nice, and eventually gave
away all his belongings and took his own life in a squatter's flat.
Examines the importance of cooperation in human beings and in nature, arguing
that this social tool is as an important aspect of evolution as mutation and natural
selection.
A famed political scientist's classic argument for a more cooperative world We
assume that, in a world ruled by natural selection, selfishness pays. So why
cooperate? In The Evolution of Cooperation, political scientist Robert Axelrod seeks
to answer this question. In 1980, he organized the famed Computer Prisoners
Dilemma Tournament, which sought to find the optimal strategy for survival in a
particular game. Over and over, the simplest strategy, a cooperative program called
Tit for Tat, shut out the competition. In other words, cooperation, not unfettered
competition, turns out to be our best chance for survival. A vital book for leaders
and decision makers, The Evolution of Cooperation reveals how cooperative
principles help us think better about everything from military strategy, to political
elections, to family dynamics.
Should Government Help Your Neighbor?
The Selfish Gene
Encyclopedia of Ecology
Zoology
Free Thought, Faith, and Science
Second Edition
Evolution Beyond the Gene
This book addresses the survival of humankind. Our world is the
best it has ever been, but it is not sustainable. It is self-destructive;
it is marked by war, which can destroy the world in a single day, the
destruction of natural and human capital within 10 years, and
technologies which could be both beneficial and destructive. We
have no future if we continue living as we do currently, and even if
we do nothing. This book highlights the kinds of changes which are
required. Wars are not biologically necessary and are useless; the
culture that established wars can eliminate them. Poverty, hunger
and inequality destroy human capital. These destructions can be
overcome by changing economic and political paradigms and our
mindset. Empathy, freedom, curiosity and wisdom are required.
Jesus turned water into wine, Mohammad split the moon into two,
and Buddha walked and spoke immediately upon birth. According to
recent statistics, even in the present age of advanced science and
technology, most people believe in miracles. In fact, newspapers and
television regularly report alleged miracles, such as recoveries from
incurable diseases, extremely unlikely coincidences, and religious
signs and messages on unexpected objects. In this book the awardwinning author and philosopher Yujin Nagasawa addresses some of
Page 3/15

Get Free The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search For The Origins Of
Goodness
our most fundamental questions concerning miracles. What exactly
is a miracle? What types of miracles are believed in the world's great
religions? What do recent scientific findings tell us about miracles?
Can we rationally believe that miracles have really taken place? Can
there be acts that are more religiously significant than miracles?
Drawing on a vast variety of fascinating examples from across the
major religions, Nagasawa discusses the lively debate on miracles
that ranges from reported miracles in ancient scriptures in the East
and West to cutting-edge scientific research on belief formation.
Throughout, he drives us to ask ourselves if and how we can still
believe in in miracles in the twenty-first century. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Argues that altruism is an inherent factor of group functionality and
discusses how studying group function can promote positive
changes to the human condition.
Now thoroughly updated to reflect the latest debates, this popular
textbook introduces readers to the central questions in the field of
science and religion. Ideally suited to those who have little or no
prior knowledge in either area, it incorporates numerous studentfriendly features, including maps, summaries, and historical
references, resulting in the most up-to-date introduction to the
study of religion and the natural sciences available. Examines the
historical, theological, philosophical and scientific aspects of the
interaction between religion and science Fully updated to reflect
current, cutting-edge debates on scientific atheism and the limits of
scientific method, and discussions about the relationship between
science and religion in major world faiths Includes a historical
component to enable readers to orientate themselves within the
subject Takes a topic based approach which fits into the existing
structure of most courses, and includes explanatory material not
found in other works of this kind, making it highly accessible for
those with little scientific or religious background knowledge
Incorporates illustrations, tables, maps, summaries and questions
for a lively and engaging approach to the subject Written by worldrenowned theologian, Alister McGrath; author of bestselling books
such as Dawkins’ God, and an acknowledged expert in the field of
science and religion
A historian of science examines key public debates about the
fundamental nature of humans to ask why a polarized discourse
about nature versus nurture became so entrenched in the popular
sciences of animal and human behavior. Are humans innately
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aggressive or innately cooperative? In the 1960s, bestselling books
enthralled American readers with the startling claim that humans
possessed an instinct for violence inherited from primate ancestors.
Critics responded that humans were inherently loving and altruistic.
The resulting debateÑfiercely contested and highly publicÑleft a
lasting impression on the popular science discourse surrounding
what it means to be human. Killer Instinct traces how Konrad
Lorenz, Robert Ardrey, and their followers drew on the sciences of
animal behavior and paleoanthropology to argue that the aggression
instinct drove human evolutionary progress. Their message, spread
throughout popular media, brought pointed ripostes. Led by the
anthropologist Ashley Montagu, opponents presented a rival vision
of human nature, equally based in biological evidence, that humans
possessed inborn drives toward love and cooperation. Over the
course of the debate, however, each side accused the other of
holding an extremist position: that behavior was either determined
entirely by genes or shaped solely by environment. Nadine Weidman
shows that what started as a dispute over the innate tendencies of
animals and humans transformed into an opposition between nature
and nurture. This polarized formulation proved powerful. When E. O.
Wilson introduced his sociobiology in 1975, he tried to rise above
the oppositional terms of the aggression debate. But the controversy
over WilsonÕs workÑled by critics like the feminist biologist Ruth
HubbardÑwas ultimately absorbed back into the nature-versusnurture formulation. Killer Instinct explores what happens and what
gets lost when polemics dominate discussions of the science of
human nature.
Power in the Wild
The Altruism Equation
Transforming Our World
Visionary Scientists and a Siberian Tale of Jump-Started Evolution
Wild Justice
Big Questions in Ecology and Evolution
Altruism, Evolution, and Why We Need Each Other to Succeed
Scientists have long counseled against interpreting animal behavior in terms of human
emotions, warning that such anthropomorphizing limits our ability to understand animals as
they really are. Yet what are we to make of a female gorilla in a German zoo who spent days
mourning the death of her baby? Or a wild female elephant who cared for a younger one
after she was injured by a rambunctious teenage male? Or a rat who refused to push a lever
for food when he saw that doing so caused another rat to be shocked? Aren’t these clear
signs that animals have recognizable emotions and moral intelligence? With Wild Justice
Marc Bekoff and Jessica Pierce unequivocally answer yes. Marrying years of behavioral and
cognitive research with compelling and moving anecdotes, Bekoff and Pierce reveal that
animals exhibit a broad repertoire of moral behaviors, including fairness, empathy, trust,
and reciprocity. Underlying these behaviors is a complex and nuanced range of emotions,
backed by a high degree of intelligence and surprising behavioral flexibility. Animals, in
short, are incredibly adept social beings, relying on rules of conduct to navigate intricate
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social networks that are essential to their survival. Ultimately, Bekoff and Pierce draw the
astonishing conclusion that there is no moral gap between humans and other species:
morality is an evolved trait that we unquestionably share with other social mammals. Sure
to be controversial, Wild Justice offers not just cutting-edge science, but a provocative call to
rethink our relationship with—and our responsibilities toward—our fellow animals.
Evolutionary science is not only one of the greatest breakthroughs of modern science, but
also one of the most controversial. Perhaps more than any other scientific area, evolutionary
science has caused us all to question what we are, where we came from, and how we relate
to the rest of the universe. Encyclopedia of Evolution contains more than 200 entries that
span modern evolutionary science and the history of its development. This comprehensive
volume clarifies many common misconceptions about evolution. For example, many people
have grown up being told that the fossil record does not demonstrate an evolutionary
pattern, and that there are many missing links. In fact, most of these missing links have
been found, and their modern representatives are often still alive today. The biographical
entries represent evolutionary scientists within the United States who have had and
continue to have a major impact on the broad outline of evolutionary science. The
biographies chosen reflect the viewpoints of scientists working within the United States. Five
essays that explore interesting questions resulting from studies in evolutionary science are
included as well. The appendix consists of a summary of Charles Darwin's Origin of Species,
which is widely considered to be the foundational work of evolutionary science and one of
the most important books in human history. The five essays include: How much do genes
control human behavior?What are the ghosts of evolution?Can an evolutionary scientist be
religious?Why do humans die?Are humans alone in the universe
The Altruism EquationSeven Scientists Search for the Origins of GoodnessPrinceton
University Press
This book provides an introduction to a range of fundamental questions that have taxed
evolutionary biologists and ecologists for decades. All of the questions posed have at least a
partial solution, all have seen exciting breakthroughs in recent years, yet many of the
explanations have been hotly debated.
At a time of unprecedented expansion in the life sciences, evolution is the one theory that
transcends all of biology. Any observation of a living system must ultimately be interpreted
in the context of its evolution. Evolutionary change is the consequence of mutation and
natural selection, which are two concepts that can be described by mathematical equations.
Evolutionary Dynamics is concerned with these equations of life. In this book, Martin A.
Nowak draws on the languages of biology and mathematics to outline the mathematical
principles according to which life evolves. His work introduces readers to the powerful yet
simple laws that govern the evolution of living systems, no matter how complicated they
might seem. Evolution has become a mathematical theory, Nowak suggests, and any idea of
an evolutionary process or mechanism should be studied in the context of the mathematical
equations of evolutionary dynamics. His book presents a range of analytical tools that can
be used to this end: fitness landscapes, mutation matrices, genomic sequence space,
random drift, quasispecies, replicators, the Prisoner’s Dilemma, games in finite and infinite
populations, evolutionary graph theory, games on grids, evolutionary kaleidoscopes,
fractals, and spatial chaos. Nowak then shows how evolutionary dynamics applies to critical
real-world problems, including the progression of viral diseases such as AIDS, the virulence
of infectious agents, the unpredictable mutations that lead to cancer, the evolution of
altruism, and even the evolution of human language. His book makes a clear and compelling
case for understanding every living system—and everything that arises as a consequence of
living systems—in terms of evolutionary dynamics.
What Is Life?
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Sociological Insights of Great Thinkers
Miracles: A Very Short Introduction
The Price of Altruism: George Price and the Search for the Origins of Kindness
The Imitation Factor
How to Tame a Fox (and Build a Dog)

Does it puzzle you that, despite ever-increasing rules, controls and
counter-measures, antisocial behaviour is seemingly spiralling out of
control? Why have there been riots in Britain? Why is law enforcement
failing to make our society a better place in which to live? Have our
politicians lost the plot? Are our values wrong? A Fundamental Mistake
explains why a change of direction is needed in society's thinking
about how to get people to behave themselves; it also offers a
carefully argued strategy by which to achieve this. The emphasis
needs to shift away from coercion and punishment, and towards
inducement and reward. The remarkable thing is that although we
already have the necessary knowledge, it's not put to good use. Taking
a fresh approach, Graham Cliff draws on mainstream behavioural
psychology and applied ethics to make his case for challenging some
of our time-honoured cultural assumptions and practices. Be prepared
to re-think your position. Despite the weightiness of the subject, this is
a book for everyone because it works up from first principles in a
readily readable way. No expertise is needed to follow the flow from
the basics of human nature to the way our minds work, then through
the web of customs and rules that make up society, on to government,
laws and punishment, and finally to how and why things might be done
differently. Nobody will agree with everything that A Fundamental
Mistake has to say, because that's what debate is all about. However,
it's as well to remember this: when it comes to tackling antisocial
behaviour, it's not enough just to get tough – we must get clever, too.
A leading political scientist's response to a generation of political
orthodoxy, arguing for compassion as a political movement
Some scientific studies suggest that human beings are innately selfish
and that Christian virtues life self-sacrifice are a delusion. In this
intriguing volume, esteemed theologian Thomas Jay Oord interprets
the scientific research and responds from a theological and
philosophical standpoint, providing a state-of-the-art overview of love
and altruism studies. He offers a definition of love that is scientifically,
theologically, and philosophically adequate. As Oord helps readers
arrive at a clearer understanding of the definition, recipients and forms
of love, he mounts a case for Christian agape and ultimately for a
loving God.
Systematically presented to enhance the feasibility of fuzzy models,
this book introduces the novel concept of a fuzzy network whose nodes
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are rule bases and their interconnections are interactions between rule
bases in the form of outputs fed as inputs.
An ethologist shows man to be a gene machine whose world is one of
savage competition and deceit
Tropical Biology and Conservation Management - Volume VIII
A New Introduction
Culture, Genes, and the Welfare of Others
The Subtle and Not-So-Subtle Ways Animals Strive for Control Over
Others
Web Information Systems and Mining
Darwin and the Emergence of Evolutionary Theories of Mind and
Behavior
Evolution, Games, and God
Capturing the essence of the origin and evolution of the socalled "degeneracy debates," over whether the flora and fauna of
America (including Native Americans) were naturally weaker and
feebler than species elsewhere in the world, this book
chronicles Thomas Jefferson's efforts to counter French
conceptions of American degeneracy, culminating in his sending
of a stuffed moose to Buffon.
The groundbreaking Encyclopedia of Ecology provides an
authoritative and comprehensive coverage of the complete field
of ecology, from general to applied. It includes over 500
detailed entries, structured to provide the user with complete
coverage of the core knowledge, accessed as intuitively as
possible, and heavily cross-referenced. Written by an
international team of leading experts, this revolutionary
encyclopedia will serve as a one-stop-shop to concise, standalone articles to be used as a point of entry for undergraduate
students, or as a tool for active researchers looking for the
latest information in the field. Entries cover a range of
topics, including: Behavioral Ecology Ecological Processes
Ecological Modeling Ecological Engineering Ecological Indicators
Ecological Informatics Ecosystems Ecotoxicology Evolutionary
Ecology General Ecology Global Ecology Human Ecology System
Ecology The first reference work to cover all aspects of
ecology, from basic to applied Over 500 concise, stand-alone
articles are written by prominent leaders in the field Article
text is supported by full-color photos, drawings, tables, and
other visual material Fully indexed and cross referenced with
detailed references for further study Writing level is suited to
both the expert and non-expert Available electronically on
ScienceDirect shortly upon publication
"Hermit crabs might not be the first example that comes to mind
when thinking about power in animal relationships, but they are
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representative of the costs, benefits, assessment, and struggles
that animal behaviorist Lee Dugatkin explains in Power in the
Wild. Besides learning that researchers can evict all crabs from
their shells by tickling their abdomens with paintbrushes,
readers discover that attacker crabs can assess both the quality
of shells and the ability of competitors to hold onto them- and
both attacker and attacked make decisions about how much energy
to expend holding onto a good shell. If the attacker looks
tough, a target might just give up and flee. That the models for
these behaviors mirror game theory for nuclear deterrence is all
the more interesting. Dugatkin makes clear that this is not a
book about what non-human animal power dynamics can teach us
about ourselves, but it is an overview of power in the animal
world generally- from the costs of pursuing power, to the role
of gender (including a description of a species of fish that
changes gender depending on its rank), to new findings on
observer animals that watch and assess greater community power
relationships without participating in power struggles
themselves"-In a world supposedly governed by ruthless survival of the
fittest, why do we see acts of goodness in both animals and
humans? This problem plagued Charles Darwin in the 1850s as he
developed his theory of evolution through natural selection.
Indeed, Darwin worried that the goodness he observed in nature
could be the Achilles heel of his theory. Ever since then,
scientists and other thinkers have engaged in a fierce debate
about the origins of goodness that has dragged politics,
philosophy, and religion into what remains a major question for
evolutionary biology. The Altruism Equation traces the history
of this debate from Darwin to the present through an
extraordinary cast of characters-from the Russian prince Petr
Kropotkin, who wanted to base society on altruism, to the
brilliant biologist George Price, who fell into poverty and
succumbed to suicide as he obsessed over the problem. In a final
surprising turn, William Hamilton, the scientist who came up
with the equation that reduced altruism to the cold language of
natural selection, desperately hoped that his theory did not
apply to humans. Hamilton's Rule, which states that relatives
are worth helping in direct proportion to their blood
relatedness, is as fundamental to evolutionary biology as
Newton's laws of motion are to physics. But even today, decades
after its formulation, Hamilton's Rule is still hotly debated
among those who cannot accept that goodness can be explained by
a simple mathematical formula. For the first time, Lee Alan
Dugatkin brings to life the people, the issues, and the passions
that have surrounded the altruism debate. Readers will be swept
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along by this fast-paced tale of history, biography, and
scientific discovery.
Tucked away in Siberia, there are furry, four-legged creatures
with wagging tails and floppy ears that are as docile and
friendly as any lapdog. But, despite appearances, these are not
dogs—they are foxes. They are the result of the most astonishing
experiment in breeding ever undertaken—imagine speeding up
thousands of years of evolution into a few decades. In 1959,
biologists Dmitri Belyaev and Lyudmila Trut set out to do just
that, by starting with a few dozen silver foxes from fox farms
in the USSR and attempting to recreate the evolution of wolves
into dogs in real time in order to witness the process of
domestication. This is the extraordinary, untold story of this
remarkable undertaking. Most accounts of the natural evolution
of wolves place it over a span of about 15,000 years, but within
a decade, Belyaev and Trut’s fox breeding experiments had
resulted in puppy-like foxes with floppy ears, piebald spots,
and curly tails. Along with these physical changes came genetic
and behavioral changes, as well. The foxes were bred using
selection criteria for tameness, and with each generation, they
became increasingly interested in human companionship. Trut has
been there the whole time, and has been the lead scientist on
this work since Belyaev’s death in 1985, and with Lee Dugatkin,
biologist and science writer, she tells the story of the
adventure, science, politics, and love behind it all. In How to
Tame a Fox, Dugatkin and Trut take us inside this path-breaking
experiment in the midst of the brutal winters of Siberia to
reveal how scientific history is made and continues to be made
today. To date, fifty-six generations of foxes have been
domesticated, and we continue to learn significant lessons from
them about the genetic and behavioral evolution of domesticated
animals. How to Tame a Fox offers an incredible tale of
scientists at work, while also celebrating the deep attachments
that have brought humans and animals together throughout time.
A Fundamental Mistake
Sociology Through Literature, Philosophy, and Science
Science and Religion
Origins of Altruism and Cooperation
Revised Edition
Comparative Social Evolution
Model-Based Reasoning in Science and Technology
Evolution presents foundational concepts through a contemporary framework of population
genetics and phylogenetics that is enriched by current research and stunning art. In every
chapter, new critical thinking questions and expanded end-of-chapter problems emphasizing
data interpretation reinforce the Second Edition’s focus on helping students think like
evolutionary biologists.
This book is about the evolution and nature of cooperation and altruism in social-living animals,
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focusing especially on non-human primates and on humans. Although cooperation and
altruism are often thought of as ways to attenuate competition and aggression within groups, or
are related to the action of “selfish genes”, there is increasing evidence that these behaviors
are the result of biological mechanisms that have developed through natural selection in groupliving species. This evidence leads to the conclusion that cooperative and altruistic behavior
are not just by-products of competition but are rather the glue that underlies the ability for
primates and humans to live in groups. The anthropological, primatological, paleontological,
behavioral, neurobiological, and psychological evidence provided in this book gives a more
optimistic view of human nature than the more popular, conventional view of humans being
naturally and basically aggressive and warlike. Although competition and aggression are
recognized as an important part of the non-human primate and human behavioral repertoire,
the evidence from these fields indicates that cooperation and altruism may represent the more
typical, “normal”, and healthy behavioral pattern. The book is intended both for the general
reader and also for students at a variety of levels (graduate and undergraduate): it aims to
provide a compact, accessible, and up-to-date account of the current scholarly advances and
debates in this field of study, and it is designed to be used in teaching and in discussion
groups. The book derived from a conference sponsored by N.S.F., the Wenner-Gren
Foundation for Anthropological Research, the Washington University Committee for Ethics and
Human Values, and the Anthropedia Foundation for the study of well-being.
Darwin famously described special difficulties in explaining social evolution in insects. More
than a century later, the evolution of sociality - defined broadly as cooperative group living remains one of the most intriguing problems in biology. Providing a unique perspective on the
study of social evolution, this volume synthesizes the features of animal social life across the
principle taxonomic groups in which sociality has evolved. The chapters explore sociality in a
range of species, from ants to primates, highlighting key natural and life history data and
providing a comparative view across animal societies. In establishing a single framework for a
common, trait-based approach towards social synthesis, this volume will enable graduate
students and investigators new to the field to systematically compare taxonomic groups and
reinvigorate comparative approaches to studying animal social evolution.
A biologist and science journalist focuses on imitation as a key evolutionary strategy, revealing
"animal education" as a universal phenomena.
Researchers and professionals
Mind and Cosmos
Principles of Animal Behavior, 4th Edition
Not Born Yesterday
The Samaritan's Dilemma
Natural History in Early America
Necessary, Urgent, and Still Possible
Abduction, Logic, and Computational Discovery
With insight and wit, Robert J. Richards focuses on the development of
evolutionary theories of mind and behavior from their first distinct
appearance in the eighteenth century to their controversial state today.
Particularly important in the nineteenth century were Charles Darwin's
ideas about instinct, reason, and morality, which Richards considers
against the background of Darwin's personality, training, scientific and
cultural concerns, and intellectual community. Many critics have argued
that the Darwinian revolution stripped nature of moral purpose and
ethically neutered the human animal. Richards contends, however, that
Darwin, Herbert Spencer, and their disciples attempted to reanimate
moral life, believing that the evolutionary process gave heart to
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unselfish, altruistic behavior. "Richards's book is now the obvious
introduction to the history of ideas about mind and behavior in the
nineteenth century."—Mark Ridley, Times Literary Supplement "Not since
the publication of Michael Ghiselin's The Triumph of the Darwinian
Method has there been such an ambitious, challenging, and
methodologically self-conscious interpretation of the rise and
development and evolutionary theories and Darwin's role therein."—John
C. Greene, Science "His book . . . triumphantly achieves the goal of all
great scholarship: it not only informs us, but shows us why becoming
thus informed is essential to understanding our own issues and
projects."—Daniel C. Dennett, Philosophy of Science
ETHICS: A PLURALISTIC APPROACH TO MORAL THEORY, FIFTH EDITION
provides a comprehensive yet clear introduction to the main traditions in
ethical thought, including virtue ethics, utilitarianism, and deontology.
Additionally, the book presents a conceptual framework of ethical
pluralism to help students understand the relationship among various
theories. Lawrence Hinman, one of today's most respected and
accomplished educators in ethics and philosophy education, presents a
text that gives students plentiful opportunities to explore ethical theory
and their own responses to them, using fascinating features such as the
Ethical Inventory sections that appear at the beginning and the end of
the text. End-of-chapter discussion questions, and the use of current
issues and movies help students retain what they've learned and truly
comprehend the subject matter. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.
The modern materialist approach to life has conspicuously failed to
explain such central mind-related features of our world as consciousness,
intentionality, meaning, and value. This failure to account for something
so integral to nature as mind, argues philosopher Thomas Nagel, is a
major problem, threatening to unravel the entire naturalistic world
picture, extending to biology, evolutionary theory, and cosmology. Since
minds are features of biological systems that have developed through
evolution, the standard materialist version of evolutionary biology is
fundamentally incomplete. And the cosmological history that led to the
origin of life and the coming into existence of the conditions for evolution
cannot be a merely materialist history, either. An adequate conception of
nature would have to explain the appearance in the universe of
materially irreducible conscious minds, as such. Nagel's skepticism is not
based on religious belief or on a belief in any definite alternative. InMind
and Cosmos, he does suggest that if the materialist account is wrong,
then principles of a different kind may also be at work in the history of
nature, principles of the growth of order that are in their logical form
teleological rather than mechanistic. In spite of the great achievements
of the physical sciences, reductive materialism is a world view ripe for
displacement. Nagel shows that to recognize its limits is the first step in
looking for alternatives, or at least in being open to their possibility.
This Encyclopedia of Tropical Biology and Conservation Management is a
component of the global Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS),
which is an integrated compendium of twenty one Encyclopedias. Tropical
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environments cover the most part of still preserved natural areas of the
Earth. The greatest biodiversity, as in terms of animals and plants, as
microorganisms, is placed in these hot and rainy ecosystems spread up
and below the Equator line. Additionally, the most part of food products,
with vegetal or animal origin, that sustain nowadays human beings is
direct or undirected dependent of tropical productivity. Biodiversity
should be looked at and evaluated not only in terms of numbers of
species, but also in terms of the diversity of interactions among distinct
organisms that it maintains. In this sense, the complexity of web
structure in tropical systems is a promise of future to nature preservation
on Earth. In the chemicals of tropical plant and animals, could be the cure
to infinite number of diseases, new food sources, and who knows what
more. Despite these facts tropical areas have been exploited in an
irresponsible way for more than 500 years due the lack of an ecological
conscience of men. Exactly in the same way we did with temperate areas
and also tropical areas in the north of Equator line. Nowadays, is
estimated that due human exploitation, nation conflicts and social
problems, less than 8% of tropical nature inside continental areas is still
now untouchable. The extension of damage in the tropical areas of
oceans is unknown. Thus so, all knowledge we could accumulate about
tropical systems will help us, as in the preservations of these important
and threatened ecosystems as in a future recuperation, when it was
possible. Only knowing the past and developing culture, mainly that
directed to peace, to a better relationship among nations and responsible
use and preservation of natural resources, human beings will have a long
future on Earth. These volumes, Tropical Biology and Natural Resources
was divided in sessions to provide the reader the better comprehension
possible of issue and also to enable future complementation and
improvements in the encyclopedia. Like we work with life, we intended to
transform this encyclopedia also in a “life” volume, in what new
information could be added in any time. As president of the encyclopedia
and main editor I opened the theme with an article titled: “Tropical
Biology and Natural resources: Historical Pathways and Perspectives”,
providing the reader an initial view of the origins of human knowledge
about the tropical life, and what we hope to the future. In the sequence
we have more than 100 chapters distributed in tem sessions: Tropical
Ecology (TE); Tropical Botany (TB); Tropical Zoology (TZ); Savannah
Ecosystems (SE); Desert Ecosystems (DE); Tropical Agriculture (TA);
Natural History of Tropical Plants (NH); Human Impact on Tropical
Ecosystems (HI); Tropical Phytopathology and Entomology (TPE); Case
Studies (CS). This 11-volume set contains several chapters, each of size
5000-30000 words, with perspectives, applications and extensive
illustrations. It is the only publication of its kind carrying state-of-the-art
knowledge in the fields of Tropical Biology and Conservation Management
and is aimed, by virtue of the several applications, at the following five
major target audiences: University and College Students, Educators,
Professional Practitioners, Research Personnel and Policy Analysts,
Managers, and Decision Makers and NGOs.
The benefits of altruism and empathy are obvious. These qualities are so
highly regarded and embedded in both secular and religious societies
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that it seems almost heretical to suggest they can cause harm. Like most
good things, however, altruism can be distorted or taken to an unhealthy
extreme. Pathological Altruism presents a number of new, thoughtprovoking theses that explore a range of hurtful effects of altruism and
empathy. Pathologies of empathy, for example, may trigger depression
as well as the burnout seen in healthcare professionals. The selflessness
of patients with eating abnormalities forms an important aspect of those
disorders. Hyperempathy - an excess of concern for what others think
and how they feel - helps explain popular but poorly defined concepts
such as codependency. In fact, pathological altruism, in the form of an
unhealthy focus on others to the detriment of one's own needs, may
underpin some personality disorders. Pathologies of altruism and
empathy not only underlie health issues, but also a disparate slew of
humankind's most troubled features, including genocide, suicide
bombing, self-righteous political partisanship, and ineffective
philanthropic and social programs that ultimately worsen the situations
they are meant to aid. Pathological Altruism is a groundbreaking new
book - the first to explore the negative aspects of altruism and empathy,
seemingly uniformly positive traits. The contributing authors provide a
scientific, social, and cultural foundation for the subject of pathological
altruism, creating a new field of inquiry. Each author's approach points to
one disturbing truth: what we value so much, the altruistic "good" side of
human nature, can also have a dark side that we ignore at our peril.
Finding Unity Through Seeking Truth
Encyclopedia of Evolution
This Silence Must Now Speak
Does Altruism Exist?
Ethics: A Pluralistic Approach to Moral Theory
Pathological Altruism
The Science of Who We Trust and What We Believe
Why people are not as gullible as we think Not Born Yesterday explains
how we decide who we can trust and what we should believe—and argues
that we're pretty good at making these decisions. In this lively and
provocative book, Hugo Mercier demonstrates how virtually all attempts
at mass persuasion—whether by religious leaders, politicians, or
advertisers—fail miserably. Drawing on recent findings from political
science and other fields ranging from history to anthropology, Mercier
shows that the narrative of widespread gullibility, in which a
credulous public is easily misled by demagogues and charlatans, is
simply wrong. Why is mass persuasion so difficult? Mercier uses the
latest findings from experimental psychology to show how each of us is
endowed with sophisticated cognitive mechanisms of open vigilance.
Computing a variety of cues, these mechanisms enable us to be on guard
against harmful beliefs, while being open enough to change our minds
when presented with the right evidence. Even failures—when we accept
false confessions, spread wild rumors, or fall for quack medicine—are
better explained as bugs in otherwise well-functioning cognitive
mechanisms than as symptoms of general gullibility. Not Born Yesterday
shows how we filter the flow of information that surrounds us, argues
that we do it well, and explains how we can do it better still.
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Human Nature, Coercion and Bad Behaviour
A Philosophical, Scientific, and Theological Engagement
The Popular Science of Human Nature in Twentieth-Century America
Evolutionary Dynamics
The Moral Lives of Animals
Killer Instinct
Defining Love
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