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The Blood Of Kings: Dynasty And Ritual In Maya Art
The recent interpretation of Maya hieroglyphs has given us the first written history of the New World as it existed before the European invasion. In this book, two of the first
central figures in the massive effort to decode the glyphs, Linda Schele and David Freidel, make this history available in all its detail. A Forest of Kings is the story of Maya
kingship, from the beginning of its institution and the first great pyramid builders two thousand years ago to the decline of Maya civilization and its destruction by the Spanish.
Here the great historic rulers of pre-Columbian civilization come to life again with the decipherment of their writing. At its height, Maya civilization flourished under great kings like
Shield-Jaguar, who ruled for more than sixty years, expanding his kingdom and building some of the most impressive works of architecture in the ancient world. Long placed on a
mist-shrouded pedestal as austere, peaceful stargazers, the Maya elites are now known to have been the rulers of populous, aggressive city-states. Hailed as "a Rosetta stone of
Maya civilization" (Brian M. Fagan, author of People of the Earth), A Forest of Kings is "a must for interested readers," says Evon Vogt, professor of anthropology at Harvard
University.
The Blood of KingsDynasty and Ritual in Maya ArtGeorge Braziller
Thanks to powerful innovations in archaeology and other types of historical research, we now have a picture of everyday life in the Mayan empire that turns the long-accepted
conventional wisdom on its head. * Includes numerous illustrations and drawings plus depictions of important artifacts such as the murals of Bonampak and the hieroglyphic
stairway of Copan * Provides detailed maps of major Maya cities as well as other research sites
This intriguing three-volume set explores the ways in which religion is bound to the practice of daily life and how daily life is bound to religion.
Religions of Mesoamerica
The Priestly Laws and Prohibitions from the Perspective of Ancient Near East and Africa
Organized Violence in the Art and Archaeology of Mesoamerica and Central America
On the Modern Origins of Pictorial Complexity
The Altarpiece of Santiago Atitlán
Vital Voids
Essays on Mesoamerican Society and Culture

Writing: Theory and History of the Technology ofCivilization traces the origins of writing tied to speech fromancient Sumer through the Greek alphabet and beyond. Examines the
earliest evidence for writing in Mesopotamia inthe fourth millennium BC, the origins of purely phonographicsystems, and the mystery of alphabetic writing Includes discussions of
Ancient Egyptian,Chinese, and Mayanwriting Shows how the structures of writing served and do serve socialneeds and in turn create patterns of social behavior Clarifies the
argument with many illustrations
Maya Imagery, Architecture, and Activity privileges art historical perspectives in addressing the ways the ancient Maya organized, manipulated, created, interacted with, and
conceived of the world around them. The Maya provide a particularly strong example of the ways in which the built and imaged environment are intentionally oriented relative to
political, religious, economic, and other spatial constructs. In examining space, the contributors of this volume demonstrate the core interrelationships inherent in a wide variety of
places and spaces, both concrete and abstract. They explore the links between spatial order and cosmic order and the possibility that such connections have sociopolitical
consequences. This book will prove useful not just to Mayanists but to art historians in other fields and scholars from a variety of disciplines, including anthropology, archaeology,
geography, and landscape architecture.
Stop looking for the Book of Mormon in Mesoamerica and start looking for Mesoamerica in the Book of Mormon! Second Witness, a new six-volume series from Greg Kofford Books,
takes a detailed, verse-by-verse look at the Book of Mormon. It marshals the best of modern scholarship and new insights into a consistent picture of the Book of Mormon as a
historical document. Taking a faithful but scholarly approach to the text and reading it through the insights of linguistics, anthropology, and ethnohistory, the commentary
approaches the text from a variety of perspectives: how it was created, how it relates to history and culture, and what religious insights it provides. The commentary accepts the
best modern scholarship, which focuses on a particular region of Mesoamerica as the most plausible location for the Book of Mormon’s setting. For the first time, that location—its
peoples, cultures, and historical trends—are used as the backdrop for reading the text. The historical background is not presented as proof, but rather as an explanatory context. The
commentary does not forget Mormon’s purpose in writing. It discusses the doctrinal and theological aspects of the text and highlights the way in which Mormon created it to meet his
goal of “convincing . . . the Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God.”
At an excavation of the Great Aztec Temple in Mexico City, amid carvings of skulls and a dismembered warrior goddess, David Carrasco stood before a container filled with the
decorated bones of infants and children. It was the site of a massive human sacrifice, and for Carrasco the center of fiercely provocative questions: If ritual violence against humans
was a profound necessity for the Aztecs in their capital city, is it central to the construction of social order and the authority of city states? Is civilization built on violence? In City of
Sacrifice,Carrasco chronicles the fascinating story of Tenochtitlan, the Aztec capital, investigating Aztec religious practices and demonstrating that religious violence was integral to
urbanization; the city itself was a temple to the gods. That Mexico City, the largest city on earth, was built on the ruins of Tenochtitlan, is a point Carrasco poignantly considers in his
comparison of urban life from antiquity to modernity. Majestic in scope, City of Sacrifice illuminates not only the rich history of a major Meso american city but also the inseparability
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of two passionate human impulses: urbanization and religious engagement. It has much to tell us about many familiar events in our own time, from suicide bombings in Tel Aviv to
rape and murder in the Balkans.
Gender, Religion, and the Politics of Power in Colonial Guatemala
300 Years Before A Game of Thrones
The Cost of Courage in Aztec Society
World Monarchies and Dynasties
Religion and Everyday Life and Culture [3 Volumes]
Space and Spatial Analysis in Art History
Blood and Beauty
This highly informative tour of a lost civilization discusses Mayan history and culture and focuses on seven sites that exemplify the Mayan tradition of
using public places to record their history and belief system. Maps, drawings & photos.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The history of the Targaryens comes to life in this masterly work, the inspiration for HBO’s upcoming Game of Thrones
prequel series House of the Dragon “The thrill of Fire & Blood is the thrill of all Martin’s fantasy work: familiar myths debunked, the whole trope
table flipped.”—Entertainment Weekly Centuries before the events of A Game of Thrones, House Targaryen—the only family of dragonlords to survive the
Doom of Valyria—took up residence on Dragonstone. Fire & Blood begins their tale with the legendary Aegon the Conqueror, creator of the Iron Throne, and
goes on to recount the generations of Targaryens who fought to hold that iconic seat, all the way up to the civil war that nearly tore their dynasty
apart. What really happened during the Dance of the Dragons? Why was it so deadly to visit Valyria after the Doom? What were Maegor the Cruel’s worst
crimes? What was it like in Westeros when dragons ruled the skies? These are but a few of the questions answered in this essential chronicle, as related
by a learned maester of the Citadel and featuring more than eighty black-and-white illustrations by artist Doug Wheatley. Readers have glimpsed small
parts of this narrative in such volumes as The World of Ice & Fire, but now, for the first time, the full tapestry of Targaryen history is revealed.
With all the scope and grandeur of Gibbon’s The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Fire & Blood is the first volume of the definitive
two-part history of the Targaryens, giving readers a whole new appreciation for the dynamic, often bloody, and always fascinating history of Westeros.
Praise for Fire & Blood “A masterpiece of popular historical fiction.” —The Sunday Times “The saga is a rich and dark one, full of both the title’s
promised elements. . . . It’s hard not to thrill to the descriptions of dragons engaging in airborne combat, or the dilemma of whether defeated rulers
should ‘bend the knee,’ ‘take the black’ and join the Night’s Watch, or simply meet an inventive and horrible end.”—The Guardian
Volume IV deals with the 'Middle Ages'. It starts with the expansion of Islam and closes with the discovery of the New World. Various events during this
period led to a significant expansion in communications: the rapid spread of Islam and of Gengis Khan's Mongol Empire, as well as the Crusades and the
development of trans-Saharan and maritime routes around Africa to the Indian Ocean, leading to multiplied exchanges between the peoples and cultures of
Africa, Asia and Europe.
This edited volume mainly focuses on the practice of taking and displaying various body parts as trophies in both North and South America. The editors
and contributors (which include Native Peoples from both continents) examine the evidence and causes of Amerindian trophy taking. Additionally, they
present objectively and discuss dispassionately the topic of human proclivity toward ritual violence. This book fills the gap in literature on this
subject.
Maya Narrative Arts
Suicidal Honor
Why Are Our Pictures Puzzles?
Theory and History of the Technology of Civilization
A Forest of Kings
The Taking and Displaying of Human Body Parts as Trophies by Amerindians
The Blood of Kings

The Resurrection Plate, a Late Classic Maya dish, is decorated with an arresting scene. The Maize God, assisted by two other
deities, emerges reborn from a turtle shell. At the center of the plate, in the middle of the god’s body and aligned with the
point of emergence, there is a curious sight: a small, neatly drilled hole. Art historian Andrew Finegold explores the meanings
attributed to this and other holes in Mesoamerican material culture, arguing that such spaces were broadly understood as conduits
of vital forces and material abundance, prerequisites for the emergence of life. Beginning with, and repeatedly returning to, the
Resurrection Plate, this study explores the generative potential attributed to a wide variety of cavities and holes in
Mesoamerica, ranging from the perforated dishes placed in Classic Maya burials, to caves and architectural voids, to the piercing
of human flesh. Holes are also discussed in relation to fire, based on the common means through which both were produced:
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drilling. Ultimately, by attending to what is not there, Vital Voids offers a fascinating approach to Mesoamerican cosmology and
material culture.
Whereas many books in this field deal with individual aspects or texts of the study of family laws, Leviticus: The Priestly Laws
and Prohibitions from the Perspective of Ancient Near East and Africa examines extensively biblical texts, ancient Near Eastern
text, and oral traditions from Africa. Thus, three different cultures converge: the world of the Hebrew Bible, the world of the
ancient Near East, and the world of Africa. This volume examines in detail the history of the development of ancient laws in
general and family laws in particular, especially the laws relating to marriages between close relatives. Furthermore, Johnson M.
Kimuhu looks at prohibitions and taboos in Africa and the problems they pose with regard to the interpretation and translation of
difficult biblical concepts into African languages. In that sense, Kimuhu provides an example of how to contextualize or integrate
African traditions into the study of biblical Hebrew, and he also offers insights into the current debate on the study of kinship
from the point of view of social/cultural anthropology and the Hebrew Bible legal system. Teachers, students, and researchers in
biblical studies, ancient Near Eastern studies, African traditions, and social/cultural anthropology will find this book helpful
in their quest to understand family laws, prohibitions, and taboos.
"Allen J. Christenson offers us in this wonderful book a testimony to contemporary Maya artistic creativity in the shadow of civil
war, natural disaster, and rampant modernisation. Trained in art history and thoroughly acquainted with the historical and modern
ethnography of the Maya area, Christenson chronicles in this beautifully illustrated work the reconstruction of the central
altarpiece of the Maya Church of Tz'utujil-speaking Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala. The much-loved colonial-era shrine collapsed
after a series of destructive earthquakes in the twentieth century. Christenson's close friendship with the Chávez brothers, the
native Maya artists who reconstructed the shrine in close consultation with village elders, enables him to provide detailed
exegesis of how this complex work of art translates into material form the theology and cosmology of the traditional Tz'utujil
Maya. With the author's guidance, we are taught to see this remarkable work of art as the Maya Christian cosmogram that it is.
Although it has the triptych form of a conventional Catholic altarpiece, its iconography reveals a profoundly Maya narrative,
replete with sacred mountains and life-giving caves, with the whole articulated by a central axis mundi motif in the form of a
sacred tree or maize plant (ambiguity intended) that is reminiscent of well-known ancient Maya ideas. Through Christenson's
focused analysis of the iconography of this shrine, we are able to see and understand almost firsthand how the modern Maya people
of Santiago Atitlán have remembered the imagined universe of their ancestors and placed upon this sacred framework their received
truths in time present." Gary H. Gossen, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Anthropology and Latin American Studies, University
at Albany, SUNY Allen Christenson is Assistant Professor in the Department of Humanities, Classics, and Comparative Literature at
Brigham Young University. " . . . an engaging, quietly intense book that is in part ethnography, in part pre-Columbian art history
and in part a meditation on the nature of identity and cultural authenticity. It records, with diligence and grace, the endurance
and transformation of belief in the face of natural and political disaster."--Times Literary Supplement, August 16, 2002
Long before European boats reached the shores of the Americas, sophisticated civilizations had already developed throughout the
continents. The empire of the Maya, located in modern Mexico and Central America, influenced civilization there for centuries. The
ancient Maya had fully developed the idea of the calendar, detailed a writing system, pioneered new ideas in agriculture, and
built towering palaces and temples that still stand today. Empire of the Ancient Maya gives a brief summary of the history of the
empire, placing it within the context of its time period and geographical location, and then explores the evolution of Maya
civilization from its origin through the classic period to the Spanish conquest. Delving into daily life, the book includes Maya
achievements in mathematics, astronomy, technology, political organization, commerce, architecture, and the arts.
Leviticus
Courtly Art of the Ancient Maya
City of Sacrifice
Second Edition
The Language of Seven Sacred Maya Temples and Tombs
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Tourism and Visual Culture Methods and cases
New Perspectives
Women Who Live Evil Lives documents the lives and practices of mixed-race, Black, Spanish, and Maya women sorcerers, spellcasters, magical healers, and midwives in the social relations of power in Santiago de Guatemala, the capital of colonial Central
America. Men and women from all sectors of society consulted them to intervene in sexual and familial relations and disputes
between neighbors and rival shop owners; to counter abusive colonial officials, employers, or husbands; and in cases of
inexplicable illness. Applying historical, anthropological, and gender studies analysis, Martha Few argues that women's local
practices of magic, curing, and religion revealed opportunities for women's cultural authority and power in colonial Guatemala.
Few draws on archival research conducted in Guatemala, Mexico, and Spain to shed new light on women's critical public roles in
Santiago, the cultural and social connections between the capital city and the countryside, and the gender dynamics of power in
the ethnic and cultural contestation of Spanish colonial rule in daily life.
How can men be brought to look steadily on the face of battle? Tenochtitlán, the great city of the Aztecs, was the creation of
war, and war was its dynamic. In the title work of this compelling collection of essays, Inga Clendinnen reconstructs the sequence
of experiences through which young Aztec warriors were brought to embrace their duty to their people, to their city, and to the
forces that moved the world and the heavens. Subsequent essays explore the survival of Yucatec Maya culture in the face of Spanish
conquest and colonisation, the insidious corruption of an austere ideology translated into dangerously novel circumstances, and
the multiple paths to the sacred constructed by 'defeated' populations in sixteenth-century Mexico. The collection ends with
Clendinnen's transition to the colonial history of her own country: a close and loving reading of the 1841 expedition journal of
George Augustus Robinson, appointed 'Protector of Aborigines' in the Port Philip District of Australia.
An illustrated, social history of corn discusses the people who, for seven centuries, have planted, eaten, worshipped, processed,
and profited from corn, also describing its reaches into commerce, religion, poetry, and alcohol. Reprint.
In Maya Narrative Arts, authors Karen Bassie-Sweet and Nicholas A. Hopkins present a comprehensive and innovative analysis of the
principles of Classic Maya narrative arts and apply those principles to some of the major monuments of the site of Palenque. They
demonstrate a recent methodological shift in the examination of art and inscriptions away from minute technical issues and toward
the poetics and narratives of texts and the relationship between texts and images. Bassie-Sweet and Hopkins show that both visual
and verbal media present carefully planned narratives, and that the two are intimately related in the composition of Classic Maya
monuments. Text and image interaction is discussed through examples of stelae, wall panels, lintels, benches, and miscellaneous
artifacts including ceramic vessels and codices. Bassie-Sweet and Hopkins consider the principles of contrast and complementarity
that underlie narrative structures and place this study in the context of earlier work, proposing a new paradigm for Maya
epigraphy. They also address the narrative organization of texts and images as manifested in selected hieroglyphic inscriptions
and the accompanying illustrations, stressing the interplay between the two. Arguing for a more holistic approach to Classic Maya
art and literature, Maya Narrative Arts reveals how close observation and reading can be equally if not more productive than
theoretical discussions, which too often stray from the very data that they attempt to elucidate. The book will be significant for
Mesoamerican art historians, epigraphers, linguists, and archaeologists.
Blood of Avalon
Mesoamerica After the Decline of Teotihuacan, A.D. 700-900
Dynasty and Ritual in Maya Art
Tradition and Imagination
Spectacles of Death in Ancient Rome
Archaeologies of Sexuality
Status, age and gender have long been accepted aspects of archaeological enquiry, yet it is only recently that archaeologists have started seriously to consider the
role of sex and sexuality in their studies. Archaeologies of Sexuality is a timely and pioneering work. It presents a strong, diverse body of scholarship which draws
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on locations as varied as medieval England, the ancient Maya kingdoms, New Kingdom Egypt, prehistoric Europe, and convict-era Australia, demonstrating the
challenges and rewards of integrating the study of sex and sexuality within archaeology. This volume, with contributions by many leading archaeologists, will serve
both as an essential introduction and a valuable reference tool for students and academics.
Warfare, ritual human sacrifice, and the rubber ballgame have been the traditional categories through which scholars have examined organized violence in the
artistic and material records of ancient Mesoamerica and Central America. This volume expands those traditional categories to include such concerns as gladiatoriallike boxing combats, investiture rites, trophy-head taking and display, dark shamanism, and the subjective pain inherent in acts of violence. Each author examines
organized violence as a set of practices grounded in cultural understandings, even when the violence threatens the limits of those understandings. The authors
scrutinize the representation of, and relationships between, different types of organized violence, as well as the implications of those activities, which can include
the unexpected, such as violence as a means of determining and curing illness, and the use of violence in negotiation strategies.
Throughout history, royal dynasties have dominated countries and empires around the world. Kings, queens, emperors, chiefs, pharaohs, czars - whatever title they
ruled by, monarchs have shaped institutions, rituals, and cultures in every time period and every corner of the globe. The concept of monarchy originated in
prehistoric times and evolved over centuries right up to the present. Efforts to overthrow monarchies or evade their rule - such as the American, French, Chinese,
and Russian revolutions - are considered turning points in world history. Even today, many countries retain their monarchies, although in vastly reduced form with
little political power. One cannot understand human history and government without understanding monarchs and monarchies. This fully-illustrated encyclopedia
provides the first complete survey of all the major rulers and ruling families of the world, past and present. No other reference work approaches the topic with the
same sense of magnitude or connection to historical context. Arranged in A-Z format for ease of access, World Monarchies and Dynasties includes information on
major monarchs and dynasties from ancient time to the present. This set: includes overviews of reigns and successions, genealogical charts, and dynastic timelines;
addresses concepts, problems, and theories of monarchy; provides background and information for further research; highlights important places, structures,
symbols, events, and legends related to particular monarchs and dynasties; includes a master bibliography and multiple indexes.
Tradition and revelation are often seen as opposites: tradition is viewed as being secondary and reactionary to revelation which is a one-off gift from God. Drawing
on examples from Christian history, Judaism, Islam, and the classical world, this book challenges these definitions and presents a controversial examination of the
effect history and cultural development has on religious belief: its narratives and art. David Brown pays close attention to the nature of the relationship between
historical and imaginative truth, and focuses on the way stories from the Bible have not stood still but are subject to imaginative 'rewriting'. This rewriting is
explained as a natural consequence of the interaction between religion and history: God speaks to humanity through the imagination, and human imagination is
influenced by historical context. It is the imagination that ensures that religion continues to develop in new and challenging ways.
Cavities and Holes in Mesoamerican Material Culture
Art and Society in a Highland Maya Community
Revelation and Change
Children's Guide
Maya Imagery, Architecture, and Activity
The Code of Kings
Culturally Modified Bone in the Prehistoric Midwest
By making full use of the progress in deciphering the Maya hieroglyphic code, this examines the world and minds of the creators of Maya art, including a look at the Maya calendar.
Want to learn Art History the creative way? GARDNER'S ART THROUGH THE AGES: A GLOBAL HISTORY, VOLUME I, 16th Edition is the unique resource for you! Exploring pivotal artistic
works from the Stone Age to the modern era, readers have trusted the expertise in this text for more than 85 years. Even better, the learning features make art history as colorful as the images on
the page. Use the Scale feature to imagine art works in their true size. Use the ebook to zoom in on fine image details like brush strokes just as the artists saw them. Use Google Earth coordinates
to find the location of famous works of art in their homelands. Much more than an ordinary text, this resource combines scholarship and storytelling with YouTube playlists, videos, flashcards, howto writing resources, quizzing and other features that bring art history into focus and inspire success in your course. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.
This volume had its beginnings in the two-day colloquium, "Rethinking Chichén Itzá, Tula and Tollan," that was held at Dumbarton Oaks. The selected essays revisit long-standing questions
regarding the nature of the relationship between Chichen Itza and Tula. Rather than approaching these questions through the notions of migrations and conquests, these essays place the cities in
the context of the emerging social, political, and economic relationships that took shape during the transition from the Epiclassic period in Central Mexico, the Terminal Classic period in the Maya
region, and the succeeding Early Postclassic period.
On September 13, 1912, the day of Emperor Meiji’s funeral, General Nogi Maresuke committed ritual suicide by seppuku (disembowelment). It was an act of delayed atonement that paid a debt of
honor incurred thirty-five years earlier. The revered military hero’s wife joined in his act of junshi ("following one’s lord into death"). The violence of their double suicide shocked the nation. What had
impelled the general and his wife, on the threshold of a new era, to resort so drastically, so dramatically, to this forbidden, anachronistic practice? The nation was divided. There were those who
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saw the suicides as a heroic affirmation of the samurai code; others found them a cause for embarrassment, a sign that Japan had not yet crossed the cultural line separating tradition from
modernity. While acknowledging the nation’s sharply divided reaction to the Nogis’ junshi as a useful indicator of the event’s seismic impact on Japanese culture, Doris G. Bargen in the first half of
her book demonstrates that the deeper significance of Nogi’s action must be sought in his personal history, enmeshed as it was in the tumultuous politics of the Meiji period. Suicidal Honor traces
Nogi’s military career (and personal travail) through the armed struggles of the collapsing shôgunate and through the two wars of imperial conquest during which Nogi played a significant role: the
Sino-Japanese War (1894–1895) and the Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905). It also probes beneath the political to explore the religious origins of ritual self-sacrifice in cultures as different as
ancient Rome and today’s Nigeria. Seen in this context, Nogi’s death was homage to the divine emperor. But what was the significance of Nogi’s waiting thirty-five years before he offered himself
as a human sacrifice to a dead rather than living deity? To answer this question, Bargen delves deeply and with great insight into the story of Nogi’s conflicted career as a military hero who longed
to be a peaceful man of letters. In the second half of Suicidal Honor Bargen turns to the extraordinary influence of the Nogis’ deaths on two of Japan’s greatest writers, Mori Ôgai and Natsume
Sôseki. Ôgai’s historical fiction, written in the immediate aftermath of his friend’s junshi, is a profound meditation on the significance of ritual suicide in a time of historical transition. Stories such as
"The Sakai Incident" ("Sakai jiken") appear in a new light and with greatly enhanced resonance in Bargen’s interpretation. In Sôseki’s masterpiece, Kokoro, Sensei, the protagonist, refers to the
emperor’s death and his general’s junshi before taking his own life. Scholars routinely mention these references, but Bargen demonstrates convincingly the uncanny ways in which Sôseki’s
agonized response to Nogi’s suicide structures the entire novel. By exploring the historical and literary legacies of Nogi, Ôgai, and Sôseki from an interdisciplinary perspective, Suicidal Honor
illuminates Japan’s prolonged and painful transition from the idealized heroic world of samurai culture to the mundane anxieties of modernity. It is a study that will fascinate specialists in the fields of
Japanese literature, history, and religion, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of Japan’s warrior culture.
Women Who Live Evil Lives
Chichén Itzá, Tula, and the Epiclassic to Early Postclassic Mesoamerican World
Empires of the Maya
Writing
Gardner's Art through the Ages: A Global History, Volume I
Encyclopedia of the Ancient Maya
The Aztec Empire and the Role of Violence in Civilization
In this controversial new book, Adrian Gilbert reveals the real reason why Charles married Diana and how, through her, the Royal Family was reconnected with the line of King Arthur, the
guardians of the Holy Grail. It's a story which goes back to Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Joseph of Arimathea, to the real King Arthur, ruler of Glamorgan and Pendragon of all Britain.
Reinterpreting ancient sources in the light of recent discoveries, Gilbert takes the reader on a journey to Britain's mystical past: from Arthur to the fairy-tale wedding of Charles and Diana to
the birth of Prince William on the summer solstice of 1982. He identifies the real Avalon, the location of the fabled Grail castle and the burial place of King Arthur. He also explains the
significance of the Wars of the Roses, the wider role of Queen Elizabeth I, tracing other descendants of King Arthur and the early grail dynasty to the present time. He is able to show how
not just Diana, the Princess of Wales, but also Sir Winston Churchill, were descended from the Holy Grail family of the Virgin Mary, revealing one of the greatest secrets of our time.
The elaborate and inventive slaughter of humans and animals in the arena fed an insatiable desire for violent spectacle among the Roman people. Donald G. Kyle combines the words of
ancient authors with current scholarly research and cross-cultural perspectives, as he explores * the origins and historical development of the games * who the victims were and why they
were chosen * how the Romans disposed of the thousands of resulting corpses * the complex religious and ritual aspects of institutionalised violence * the particularly savage treatment
given to defiant Christians. This lively and original work provides compelling, sometimes controversial, perspectives on the bloody entertainments of ancient Rome, which continue to
fascinate us to this day.
Encyclopedia of the Ancient Maya provides an A-to-Z overview of the ancient Maya culture from its inception to the Spanish Conquest. Exploring Maya society, celebrations, and
achievements, as well as new insights into Maya culture and collapse, this is a sophisticated yet accessible introduction suitable for students and general readers.
This collection brings together 53 stories that span the history of Latin American literature and represent the most dazzling achievements in the form. It covers the entire history of Latin
American short fiction, from the colonial period to present.
The Ancient Maya
Fire & Blood
The Story of Corn
Transforming the Dead
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories
Second Witness: Analytical and Contextual Commentary on the Book of Mormon
General Nogi and the Writings of Mori Ogai and Natsume Soseki

The essays in Transforming the Dead: Culturally Modified Bone in the Prehistoric Midwest explore the numerous ways that Eastern Woodland Native Americans selected,
modified, and used human bones as tools, trophies, ornaments, and other objects imbued with cultural significance in daily life and rituals.
The Second Edition of Religions of Mesoamerica comes at a turning point in the study of the Americas and the religious and cultural histories of the New World. To that end,
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esteemed scholar Davíd Carrasco integrates past and current research, developments, and excavations to vividly synthesize the history of Mesoamerican cultures̶their
religious forms, ceremonial centers, complex social structures, view of time and space, myths, and rituals. Carrascoʼs deep yet concise overview takes readers on an absorbing
journey where they experience the dynamics and complexities of Aztec and Maya cultures, the Spanish conquest, and cultural combinations of European and indigenous ideas
and practices. He skillfully demonstrates how the religious imagination was and continues to be crucial to the survival and creativity of Mesoamerica and its Chicano/a
descendants.
The Comparable Body explores how analogy and metaphor illuminate and shape conceptions about the human body and disease, through 11 case studies from ancient
Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and Greco-Roman medicine.
'The Blood of Kings' makes full use of the tremendous progress made in deciphering the complicated Maya hieroglyphic code, effectively penetrating the world and minds of the
creators of Maya art.
History of Humanity: From the seventh to the sixteenth century
The Comparable Body - Analogy and Metaphor in Ancient Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and Greco-Roman Medicine
Volume 4: Alma
Mormonism 2010 Handbook on Mormonism
The Untold Story of the Ancient Maya
Twin Tollans
With bracing clarity, James Elkins explores why images are taken to be more intricate and hard to describe in the twentieth century than they had been in any previous century. Why Are Our
Pictures Puzzles? uses three models to understand the kinds of complex meaning that pictures are thought to possess: the affinity between the meanings of paintings and jigsaw-puzzles; the
contemporary interest in ambiguity and 'levels of meaning'; and the penchant many have to interpret pictures by finding images hidden within them. Elkins explores a wide variety of examples,
from the figures hidden in Renaissance paintings to Salvador Dali's paranoiac meditations on Millet's Angelus, from Persian miniature paintings to jigsaw-puzzles. He also examines some of the
most vexed works in history, including Watteau's "meaningless" paintings, Michelangelo's Sistine Ceiling, and Leonardo's Last Supper.
The study of tourism as a complex social phenomenon, beyond simply business, is increasing in importance. Providing an examination of perceptions of culture and society in tourism destinations
through the tourist's eyes, this book discusses how destinations were, and are, created and perceived through the 'lens' of the tourist's gaze.
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