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The Myth Of The Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies
Why we need to stop wasting public funds on education Despite being immensely popular—and immensely
lucrative—education is grossly overrated. Now with a new afterword by Bryan Caplan, this explosive book argues that the
primary function of education is not to enhance students' skills but to signal the qualities of a good employee. Learn why
students hunt for easy As only to forget most of what they learn after the final exam, why decades of growing access to
education have not resulted in better jobs for average workers, how employers reward workers for costly schooling they
rarely ever use, and why cutting education spending is the best remedy. Romantic notions about education being "good
for the soul" must yield to careful research and common sense—The Case against Education points the way.
The must-read summary of Bryan Caplan's book: "The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad
Policies". This complete summary of "The Myth of the Rational Voter" by Bryan Caplan, a renowned economist and
political commentator, presents his investigation into why voters are largely influenced by misconceptions, irrational
beliefs and personal opinions. In his book, the author reveals how voters continue to elect the candidates that share their
personal beliefs, which means that bad policies are chosen again and again due to public demand. Caplan boldly
questions assumptions about America's politics and claims that democracy is failing because politicians choose bad
policies to satisfy the electorate. Added-value of this summary: - Save time - Understand why uninformed voters pose a
threat to the essence of democracy - Expand your knowledge of American politics and elections To learn more, read
"The Myth of the Rational Voter" and find out the truth behind American politics and how irrational voters essentially hold
all the power.
To compete with today's increasing globalization and rapidly evolving technologies, individuals and organizations must
take their ability to learn—the foundation for continuous improvement, operational excellence, and innovation—to a much
higher level. In Learn or Die, Edward D. Hess combines recent advances in neuroscience, psychology, behavioral
economics, and education with key research on high-performance businesses to create an actionable blueprint for
becoming a leading-edge learning organization. Learn or Die examines the process of learning from an individual and an
organizational standpoint. From an individual perspective, the book discusses the cognitive, emotional, motivational,
attitudinal, and behavioral factors that promote better learning. Organizationally, Learn or Die focuses on the kinds of
structures, culture, leadership, employee learning behaviors, and human resource policies that are necessary to create
an environment that enables critical and innovative thinking, learning conversations, and collaboration. The volume also
provides strategies to mitigate the reality that humans can be reflexive, lazy thinkers who seek confirmation of what they
believe to be true and affirmation of their self-image. Exemplar learning organizations discussed include the secretive
Bridgewater Associates, LP; Intuit, Inc.; United Parcel Service (UPS); W. L. Gore & Associates; and IDEO.
Why do our organizations so often seem to be less than the sum of their parts? What undermines effectiveness and
morale, and gets in the way of achieving what we set out to do? The Unconscious at Work, Second Edition draws on a
body of thinking and practice which has developed over the past 70 years, often referred to as 'the Tavistock approach'
or 'systems-psychodynamics'. All the contributors are practising consultants who draw on this framework, bringing it alive
and making it useful to any reader – manager, leader or consultant, regardless of whether they have any prior familiarity
with the underlying concepts – who is curious about what might be driving the puzzling or stressful situations they find in
their workplace. The First Edition was addressed to people working in 'the human services': health, social care and
education. Since it was published in 1994, there has been growing interest in the business world, and in understanding
more about the 'irrational' side of organizational life. Therefore, this Second Edition includes an entirely new section
where the key ideas are revisited and illustrated with case studies from a wide range of business organizations, from
large corporations to start-ups and family businesses. The aim, however remains the same: to enlarge readers' existing
sense-making 'tool-kits' so that they can look at themselves and their organizations with fresh eyes, deepening the
emotional intelligence they bring to bear on the challenges they face and providing new possibilities for action. The
Unconscious at Work, Second Edition is for managers, leaders, consultants, and anyone working in organizations who
has been puzzled, disturbed or challenged by their experiences at work.
Simply Rational
Fifty Years of Trends in Americans' Policy Preferences
Dreaming the Rational City
Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies
The Myth of the Rational Voter
Why Men Are the Disposable Sex
The Myth of the Rational Market
Why are Amazonian hunter-gatherers better at logic than Harvard students? Why did the Zambian president
reject food donations during a famine? And why do billionaires work so hard—only to give their hardearned money away? In this animated tour of the latest in behavioral science, psychologist Douglas T.
Kenrick and marketing professor Vladas Griskevicius argue that while our decision making may seem
superficially irrational, our misjudgments are the result of a psychological mismatch between ancestral
drives for survival and our modern lifestyles. Ultimately, The Rational Animal offers an uplifting
message—that while our brains may still house caveman impulses, we have evolved to be smarter than we
think.
The Myth of the Rational VoterWhy Democracies Choose Bad PoliciesPrinceton University Press
In The Myth of Democratic Failure, Donald A. Wittman refutes one of the cornerstone beliefs of economics
and political science: that economic markets are more efficient than the processes and institutions of
democratic government.
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A bracingly provocative challenge to one of our most cherished ideas and institutions Most people
believe democracy is a uniquely just form of government. They believe people have the right to an equal
share of political power. And they believe that political participation is good for us—it empowers us,
helps us get what we want, and tends to make us smarter, more virtuous, and more caring for one another.
These are some of our most cherished ideas about democracy. But Jason Brennan says they are all wrong.
In this trenchant book, Brennan argues that democracy should be judged by its results—and the results
are not good enough. Just as defendants have a right to a fair trial, citizens have a right to competent
government. But democracy is the rule of the ignorant and the irrational, and it all too often falls
short. Furthermore, no one has a fundamental right to any share of political power, and exercising
political power does most of us little good. On the contrary, a wide range of social science research
shows that political participation and democratic deliberation actually tend to make people worse—more
irrational, biased, and mean. Given this grim picture, Brennan argues that a new system of
government—epistocracy, the rule of the knowledgeable—may be better than democracy, and that it's time
to experiment and find out. A challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained defense of the
rule of the knowledgeable, Against Democracy is essential reading for scholars and students of politics
across the disciplines. Featuring a new preface that situates the book within the current political
climate and discusses other alternatives beyond epistocracy, Against Democracy is a challenging critique
of democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of the knowledgeable.
The Rational Public
Democracy and Political Ignorance
Bad Samaritans
The Glass Half-Empty
Review and Analysis of the Myth of the Rational Voter
A History of Risk, Reward, and Delusion on Wall Street
Debunking the Myth of Progress in the Twenty-First Century
Despite the doom and gloom of financial crises, global terrorism, climate collapse, and the rise of the far-right, a number of leading
intellectuals (Steven Pinker, Hans Rosling, Johan Norberg, and Matt Ridley, among others) have been arguing in recent years that the
world is getting better and better. But this “progress narrative” is little more than a very conservative defence of the capitalist status
quo. At a time when liberal democracy appears incapable of stemming the tide of the far-right populism, and when laissez-faire
capitalism is ill-equipped to deal with socio-economic problems like climate change, inequality, and the future of wok, the real
advocates of progress are those willing to challenge these established paradigms. The Glass Half-Empty argues that, without criticising
the systems of capitalism, the changes needed to make a better world will always fall short of our expectations. The "progress
narrative" needs to be challenged before we stumble into a potentially catastrophic future, despite having the means to build a truly
better world.
Traditionally understood as pre-critical, even pre-rational, mythical thought has in fact played a critical role in post-Enlightenment
intellectual history. Modernists in philosophy and literature have used the depictive rationality of myth to disclose, in self-reflective
ways, the limits of discursive sense-making in various domains of human experience. In so doing, they have effectively furthered,
without resort to analytical abstractions, the epistemological critique of reason begun during the Enlightenment. Stambovsky illustrates
four widely diverse examples of this critical form of mythical thinking in works by Kierkegaard, Miguel de Unamuno, Henry James, and
Margaret Atwood. The selected texts focus respectively on religious, national-cultural, psychosocial, and psychobiological realms of
experience. These illustrations follow an inquiry into why the very possibility of critical, mythically inventive (mythopoetic) reflection is
unsatisfactorily explained by leading rationalist accounts of myth. It is with this problem in mind that Stambovsky begins his monograph
with observations on the origins of rationalist and counter-rationalist conceptualizations of myth in the fragments of Xenophanes (the
father of rationalist mythology) and in Plato's Phaedrus. Of pivotal import is the early rationalist discrimination of mythos from logos
and its epistemological implications (the rationalist legacy) in the history of the idea of myth. Following his look at paradigmatic
classical precedents, Stambovsky traces the influence of the rationalist legacy in the myth theory of Malinowski, Lévi-Strauss, Cassirer,
Ricoeur, and Blumenberg. The aim is to reveal how this influence in different ways limits these theories as instruments for detecting
and explaining the seminal critical and historical significance of modern mythopoeia. This study will be of particular interest to teachers
and students of myth theory in departments of philosophy, religion, literature, and cultural anthropology.
The Political Brain is a groundbreaking investigation into the role of emotion in determining the political life of the nation. For two
decades Drew Westen, professor of psychology and psychiatry at Emory University, has explored a theory of the mind that differs
substantially from the more "dispassionate" notions held by most cognitive psychologists, political scientists, and economists—and
Democratic campaign strategists. The idea of the mind as a cool calculator that makes decisions by weighing the evidence bears no
relation to how the brain actually works. When political candidates assume voters dispassionately make decisions based on "the issues,"
they lose. That's why only one Democrat has been re-elected to the presidency since Franklin Roosevelt—and only one Republican has
failed in that quest. In politics, when reason and emotion collide, emotion invariably wins. Elections are decided in the marketplace of
emotions, a marketplace filled with values, images, analogies, moral sentiments, and moving oratory, in which logic plays only a
supporting role. Westen shows, through a whistle-stop journey through the evolution of the passionate brain and a bravura tour through
fifty years of American presidential and national elections, why campaigns succeed and fail. The evidence is overwhelming that three
things determine how people vote, in this order: their feelings toward the parties and their principles, their feelings toward the
candidates, and, if they haven't decided by then, their feelings toward the candidates' policy positions. Westen turns conventional
political analyses on their head, suggesting that the question for Democratic politics isn't so much about moving to the right or the left
but about moving the electorate. He shows how it can be done through examples of what candidates have said—or could have said—in
debates, speeches, and ads. Westen's discoveries could utterly transform electoral arithmetic, showing how a different view of the mind
and brain leads to a different way of talking with voters about issues that have tied the tongues of Democrats for much of forty
years—such as abortion, guns, taxes, and race. You can't change the structure of the brain. But you can change the way you appeal to
it. And here's how…
"Lucid, deeply informed, and enlivened with striking illustrations." -Noam Chomsky One economist has called Ha-Joon Chang "the most
exciting thinker our profession has turned out in the past fifteen years." With Bad Samaritans, this provocative scholar bursts into the
debate on globalization and economic justice. Using irreverent wit, an engagingly personal style, and a battery of examples, Chang
blasts holes in the "World Is Flat" orthodoxy of Thomas Friedman and other liberal economists who argue that only unfettered
capitalism and wide-open international trade can lift struggling nations out of poverty. On the contrary, Chang shows, today's economic
superpowers-from the U.S. to Britain to his native Korea-all attained prosperity by shameless protectionism and government
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intervention in industry. We have conveniently forgotten this fact, telling ourselves a fairy tale about the magic of free trade and-via our
proxies such as the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and World Trade Organization-ramming policies that suit ourselves down
the throat of the developing world. Unlike typical economists who construct models of how the marketplace should work, Chang
examines the past: what has actually happened. His pungently contrarian history demolishes one pillar after another of free-market
mythology. We treat patents and copyrights as sacrosanct-but developed our own industries by studiously copying others' technologies.
We insist that centrally planned economies stifle growth-but many developing countries had higher GDP growth before they were
pressured into deregulating their economies. Both justice and common sense, Chang argues, demand that we reevaluate the policies we
force on nations that are struggling to follow in our footsteps.
Minimal Rationality
Learn or Die
In Defence of Science and Rationality
How Rational Emotive Behavior Therapy Can Change Your Life Forever
Myth and the Limits of Reason
Against Democracy
The Constitution of Agency

Dreaming the Rational City is both a history of the city planning profession in the United States and a major polemical
statement about the effort to plan and reform the American city. Boyer shows why city planning, which had so much
promise at the outset for making cities more liveable, largely failed. She reveals planning's real responsibilities and
goals, including the kind of "rational order" that was actually forseen by the planning mentality, and concludes that the
planners have continuously served the needs of the dominant capitalist economy. M. Christine Boyer is an Associate
Professor in the School
Why do Internet, financial service, and beer commercials dominate Super Bowl advertising? How do political
ceremonies establish authority? Why does repetition characterize anthems and ritual speech? Why were circular
forms favored for public festivals during the French Revolution? This book answers these questions using a single
concept: common knowledge. Game theory shows that in order to coordinate its actions, a group of people must form
"common knowledge." Each person wants to participate only if others also participate. Members must have knowledge
of each other, knowledge of that knowledge, knowledge of the knowledge of that knowledge, and so on. Michael Chwe
applies this insight, with striking erudition, to analyze a range of rituals across history and cultures. He shows that
public ceremonies are powerful not simply because they transmit meaning from a central source to each audience
member but because they let audience members know what other members know. For instance, people watching the
Super Bowl know that many others are seeing precisely what they see and that those people know in turn that many
others are also watching. This creates common knowledge, and advertisers selling products that depend on
consensus are willing to pay large sums to gain access to it. Remarkably, a great variety of rituals and ceremonies,
such as formal inaugurations, work in much the same way. By using a rational-choice argument to explain diverse
cultural practices, Chwe argues for a close reciprocal relationship between the perspectives of rationality and culture.
He illustrates how game theory can be applied to an unexpectedly broad spectrum of problems, while showing in an
admirably clear way what game theory might hold for scholars in the social sciences and humanities who are not yet
acquainted with it. In a new afterword, Chwe delves into new applications of common knowledge, both in the real
world and in experiments, and considers how generating common knowledge has become easier in the digital age.
[A] stimulating examination of how the teachings of the world's greatest thinkers and philosophers dovetail (or don't)
with Ellis's three core concepts: unconditional acceptance of the self, others and the world....The book, which
includes multiple self-acceptance exercises, may be among his best: Every page offers a fresh insight into rational
emotive behavior therapy, Ellis's doctrine of modern stoicism.- Psychology TodayAlbert Ellis is a contemporary
prophet whose ideas will be remembered along with those of Jesus, Buddha, Lao Tzu and Sartre. In this important
book, he shows how to develop self-acceptance as well as to learn how to create healthy relationships. In a world of
increasing involvement with machines (i.e., computers, televisions, video games) and decreasing involvement with
people, nothing could be more needed.-Jon Carlson, PsyD, EdD, ABPP, Distinguished Professor, Governors State
UniversityThis wonderful book, as it helps us move toward greater compassion for ourselves, for others, and for our
troubled world, is one more significant contribution by Dr. Ellis - not only toward greater personal happiness, but also
toward a better world.-Howard C. Cutler, M.D., coauthor (with the Dalai Lama) of The Art of Happiness, A Handbook
for LivingWhat exactly is self-esteem? Most people, as well as many psychologists and educators, believe we need it,
that it's good for our emotional well-being, and that it makes us more successful. World-renowned psychologist
Albert Ellis says NO, it's all a myth.According to Ellis, self-esteem is probably the greatest emotional disturbance
known to humans. Self-esteem results in each of us praising ourselves when what we do is approved by others. But
we also damn ourselves when we don't do well enough and others disapprove of us. What we need more than selfesteem, Ellis maintains, is self-acceptance!In The Myth of Self-Esteem, Ellis provides a lively and insightful
explanation of self-esteem and self-acceptance, examining the thinking of great religious teachers, philosophers, and
psychologists, including Lao Tsu, Jesus, Spinoza, Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, Buber, Heidegger, Sartre, Tillich, D.T.
Suzuki, the Dalai Lama, Carl Rogers, and Nathaniel Branden, among others. He then provides exercises for training
oneself to change self-defeating habits to the healthy, positive approach of self-acceptance. These include specific
thinking techniques as well as emotive and behavioral exercises.He concludes by stressing that unconditional selfacceptance is the basis for establishing healthy relationships with others, along with unconditional other-acceptance
and a total philosophy of life anchored in unconditional life-acceptance.
Caplan argues that voters continually elect politicians who either share their biases or else pretend to, resulting in
bad policies winning again and again by popular demand. Calling into question our most basic assumptions about
American politics, Caplan contends that democracy fails precisely because it does what voters want. Through an
analysis of American's voting behavior and opinions on a range of economic issues, he makes the case that
noneconomists suffer from four prevailing biases: they underestimate the wisdom of the market mechanism, distrust
foreigners, undervalue the benefits of conserving labor, and pessimistically believe the economy is going from bad to
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worse. Caplan lays out several ways to make democratic government work better
Selfish Reasons to Have More Kids
Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge
Market-driven Politics
Islam and the West
How Evolution Made Us Smarter Than We Think
23 Things They Don't Tell You about Capitalism
Essays on Practical Reason and Moral Psychology
Plato's penchant for mythmaking sits uneasily beside his reputation as the inventor of rationalist
philosophy. Hegel's solution was to ignore the myths. Popper thought them disqualifying. Tae-Yeoun Keum
responds by carving out a place for myth in the context of rationalism and shows how Plato's tales
inspired history's great political thinkers.
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER "For anyone who wants to understand capitalism not as economists or
politicians have pictured it but as it actually operates, this book will be invaluable."-Observer (UK)
If you've wondered how we did not see the economic collapse coming, Ha-Joon Chang knows the answer: We
didn't ask what they didn't tell us about capitalism. This is a lighthearted book with a serious
purpose: to question the assumptions behind the dogma and sheer hype that the dominant school of
neoliberal economists-the apostles of the freemarket-have spun since the Age of Reagan. Chang, the
author of the international bestseller Bad Samaritans, is one of the world's most respected economists,
a voice of sanity-and wit-in the tradition of John Kenneth Galbraith and Joseph Stiglitz. 23 Things
They Don't Tell You About Capitalism equips readers with an understanding of how global capitalism
works-and doesn't. In his final chapter, "How to Rebuild the World," Chang offers a vision of how we
can shape capitalism to humane ends, instead of becoming slaves of the market.
The greatest obstacle to sound economic policy is not entrenched special interests or rampant lobbying,
but the popular misconceptions, irrational beliefs, and personal biases held by ordinary voters. This
is economist Bryan Caplan's sobering assessment in this provocative and eye-opening book. Caplan argues
that voters continually elect politicians who either share their biases or else pretend to, resulting
in bad policies winning again and again by popular demand. Boldly calling into question our most basic
assumptions about American politics, Caplan contends that democracy fails precisely because it does
what voters want. Through an analysis of Americans' voting behavior and opinions on a range of economic
issues, he makes the convincing case that noneconomists suffer from four prevailing biases: they
underestimate the wisdom of the market mechanism, distrust foreigners, undervalue the benefits of
conserving labor, and pessimistically believe the economy is going from bad to worse. Caplan lays out
several bold ways to make democratic government work better--for example, urging economic educators to
focus on correcting popular misconceptions and recommending that democracies do less and let markets
take up the slack. The Myth of the Rational Voter takes an unflinching look at how people who vote
under the influence of false beliefs ultimately end up with government that delivers lousy results.
With the upcoming presidential election season drawing nearer, this thought-provoking book is sure to
spark a long-overdue reappraisal of our elective system.
Christine M. Korsgaard is one of the leading moral philosophers : this volume collects ten influential
papers by her on practical reason and moral psychology. She draws on the work of such great
philosophers as Plato, Aristotle, Kant, and Hume, showing how their ideas can inform the solution of
contemporary and traditional problems.
The Myth of Self-esteem
Summary of Justin Fox's The Myth of the Rational Market
Systemic Risk
Review and Analysis of Bryan Caplan's Book
Why Being a Great Parent is Less Work and More Fun Than You Think
Why Political Institutions Are Efficient

ÿSince its origins in the deserts of Arabia fourteen centuries ago, Islam has grown until today
it has one and a half billion followers, nearly a quarter of mankind. Today Islam is feared and
distrusted by much of the Western world for its association with religious extremism and
terrorism, although the vast majority of Muslims believe only in peace, love and service to
Allah and assert that extremism has no place in their faith.
Religious zeal, suicide terrorism, passionate commitment to ideologies, and the results of
various psychological tests are often cited to show that humans are fundamentally irrational.
The author examines all such supposed examples of irrationality and argues that they are
compatible with rationality. Rationality does not mean absence of error, but the possibility of
correcting error in the light of criticism. In this sense, all human beliefs are rational: they are
all vulnerable to being abandoned when shown to be faulty.
In a career spanning sixty years, Sir Karl Popper has made some of the most important
contributions to the twentieth century discussion of science and rationality. The Myth of the
Framework is a new collection of some of Popper's most important material on this subject. Sir
Karl discusses such issues as the aims of science, the role that it plays in our civilization, the
moral responsibility of the scientist, the structure of history, and the perennial choice between
reason and revolution. In doing so, he attacks intellectual fashions (like positivism) that
exagerrate what science and rationality have done, as well as intellectual fashions (like
relativism) that denigrate what science and rationality can do. Scientific knowledge, according
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to Popper, is one of the most rational and creative of human achievements, but it is also
inherently fallible and subject to revision. In place of intellectual fashions, Popper offers his
own critical rationalism - a view that he regards both as a theory of knowlege and as an
attitude towards human life, human morals and democracy. Published in cooperation with the
Central European University.
The must-read summary of Bryan Caplan’s book: “The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why
Democracies Choose Bad Policies”. This complete summary of “The Myth of the Rational
Voter” by Bryan Caplan, a renowned economist and political commentator, presents his
investigation into why voters are largely influenced by misconceptions, irrational beliefs and
personal opinions. In his book, the author reveals how voters continue to elect the candidates
that share their personal beliefs, which means that bad policies are chosen again and again
due to public demand. Caplan boldly questions assumptions about America’s politics and
claims that democracy is failing because politicians choose bad policies to satisfy the
electorate. Added-value of this summary: • Save time • Understand why uninformed voters
pose a threat to the essence of democracy • Expand your knowledge of American politics and
elections To learn more, read “The Myth of the Rational Voter” and find out the truth behind
American politics and how irrational voters essentially hold all the power.
The Myth of American City Planning
Why Smaller Government Is Smarter
The Myth of the Closed Mind
The Myth of Democratic Failure
The Political Brain
The Myth of Global Chaos
Decision Making in the Real World
This monumental study is a comprehensive critical survey of the policy preferences of the American
public, and will be the definitive work on American public opinion for some time to come. Drawing on an
enormous body of public opinion data, Benjamin I. Page and Robert Y. Shapiro provide the richest
available portrait of the political views of Americans, from the 1930's to 1990. They not only cover all
types of domestic and foreign policy issues, but also consider how opinions vary by age, gender, race,
region, and the like. The authors unequivocally demonstrate that, notwithstanding fluctuations in the
opinions of individuals, collective public opinion is remarkably coherent: it reflects a stable system
of values shared by the majority of Americans and it responds sensitively to new events, arguments, and
information reported in the mass media. While documenting some alarming case of manipulation, Page and
Shapiro solidly establish the soundness and value of collective political opinion. The Rational Public
provides a wealth of information about what we as a nation have wanted from government, how we have
changed our minds over the years, and why. For anyone interested in the short- and long-term trends in
Americans' policy preferences, or eager to learn what Americans have thought about issues ranging from
racial equality to the MX missile, welfare to abortion, this book offers by far the most sophisticated
and detailed treatment available.
This volume of collected papers brings together applied and theoretical research on risks and decision
making in the fields of medicine, psychology, and economics.
Five years have past since the outbreak of one of the worst financial crises the world has ever
witnessed. Yet, despite an exceedingly diverse range of publications available to date, central
questions have remained unanswered. Indeed, systemic risk has become both a buzzword, and has developed
into an acute threat. But what exactly constitutes the very essence of the concept? And might it be
considered an economic or rather a political phenomenon? Book jacket.
In Minimal Rationality, Christopher Cherniak boldly challenges the myth of Man the the Rational Animal
and the central role that the "perfectly rational agent" has had in philosophy, psychology, and other
cognitive sciences, as well as in economics. His book presents a more realistic theory based on the
limits to rationality which can play a similar generative role in the human sciences, and it seeks to
determine the minimal rationality an actual agent must possess.
New Preface
The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation
Open Borders
The Myth of Free Trade and the Secret History of Capitalism
A Rational Perspective
The Unconscious at Work
Why We Never Think Alone
This book provides an original analysis of the key processes of commodification of public services, the conversion of publicservice workforces into employees motivated to generate profit, and the role of the state in absorbing risk.
One of the biggest problems with modern democracy is that most of the public is usually ignorant of politics and
government. Often, many people understand that their votes are unlikely to change the outcome of an election and don't
see the point in learning much about politics. This may be rational, but it creates a nation of people with little political
knowledge and little ability to objectively evaluate what they do know. In Democracy and Political Ignorance, Ilya Somin
mines the depths of ignorance in America and reveals the extent to which it is a major problem for democracy. Somin
weighs various options for solving this problem, arguing that political ignorance is best mitigated and its effects lessened
by decentralizing and limiting government. Somin provocatively argues that people make better decisions when they
choose what to purchase in the market or which state or local government to live under, than when they vote at the ballot
box, because they have stronger incentives to acquire relevant information and to use it wisely.
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Most people would agree that democracy is broken yet we all know that it is the best governmental system we have.
Despite it being the best system, we are facing an unprecedented crisis. Unemployment is high, most economies are
stagnating and yet everything the governments are trying to do to save the economy is failing to deliver. The reason they
are failing is due to the process of democracy itself. In Bryan Caplan's Book, the Myth of the Rational Voter, Bryan goes
into some depth about the reasons democracies are suffering and what can be done to fix them. In this Summary, we will
analyze, discuss and summarize the key points in "The Myth of the Rational Voter" By Bryan Caplan. Enjoy!
Do we live in basically orderly societies that occasionally erupt into violent conflict, or do we fail to perceive the constancy
of violence and disorder in our societies? In this classic book, originally published in 1980, Cedric J. Robinson contends
that our perception of political order is an illusion, maintained in part by Western political and social theorists who
depend on the idea of leadership as a basis for describing and prescribing social order. Using a variety of critical
approaches in his analysis, Robinson synthesizes elements of psychoanalysis, structuralism, Marxism, classical and
neoclassical political philosophy, and cultural anthropology in order to argue that Western thought on leadership is
mythological rather than rational. He then presents examples of historically developed "stateless" societies with social
organizations that suggest conceptual alternatives to the ways political order has been conceived in the West. Examining
Western thought from the vantage point of a people only marginally integrated into Western institutions and intellectual
traditions, Robinson's perspective radically critiques fundamental ideas of leadership and order.
Plato and the Mythic Tradition in Political Thought
The Science and Ethics of Immigration
The Myth of Male Power
Explaining why and how People are Rational
Rational Ritual
Using Science to Build a Leading-Edge Learning Organization
The Knowledge Illusion
The financial crisis of 2008 and subsequent Great Recession demolished many cherished beliefs—most significantly, the theory that
financial markets always get things right. Justin Fox's The Myth of the Rational Market explains where that idea came from, and
where it went wrong. As much an intellectual whodunit as a cultural history of the perils and possibilities of risk, it also brings to
life the people and ideas that forged modern finance and investing—from the formative days of Wall Street through the Great
Depression and into the financial calamities of today. It's a tale featuring professors who made and lost fortunes, battled fiercely
over ideas, beat the house at blackjack, wrote bestselling books, and played major roles on the world stage. It's also a story of freemarket capitalism's war with itself.
...lies understanding. This is what bestselling author Warren Farrell discovered when he took a stand against established views of
the male role in society, and pursued o course of study to find out who men really are. Here are the eye-opening, heart-rending, and
undeniably enlightening results...
Argues that upbringing is much less important for development than genetics is and encourages parents to find ways to enjoy
raising than children, rather than making the task a chore.
In this book, originally published in 2007, Chiara Bottici argues for a philosophical understanding of political myth. Bottici
demonstrates that myth is a process, one of continuous work on a basic narrative pattern that responds to a need for significance.
Human beings need meaning in order to master the world they live in, but they also need significance in order to live in a world that
is less indifferent to them. This is particularly true in the realm of politics. Political myths are narratives through which we orient
ourselves, and act and feel about our political world. Bottici shows that in order to come to terms with contemporary phenomena,
such as the clash between civilizations, we need a Copernican revolution in political philosophy. If we want to save reason, we
need to look at it from the standpoint of myth.
Why the Education System Is a Waste of Time and Money
A Philosophy of Political Myth
Neoliberal Democracy and the Public Interest
The Rational Animal
A Tavistock Approach to Making Sense of Organizational Life
Summary: The Myth of the Rational Voter
The Myth of Rational Finance and the Crisis of Democracy

“The Knowledge Illusion is filled with insights on how we should deal with our individual
ignorance and collective wisdom.” —Steven Pinker We all think we know more than we actually do.
Humans have built hugely complex societies and technologies, but most of us don’t even know how
a pen or a toilet works. How have we achieved so much despite understanding so little? Cognitive
scientists Steven Sloman and Philip Fernbach argue that we survive and thrive despite our mental
shortcomings because we live in a rich community of knowledge. The key to our intelligence lies
in the people and things around us. We’re constantly drawing on information and expertise stored
outside our heads: in our bodies, our environment, our possessions, and the community with which
we interact—and usually we don’t even realize we’re doing it. The human mind is both brilliant
and pathetic. We have mastered fire, created democratic institutions, stood on the moon, and
sequenced our genome. And yet each of us is error prone, sometimes irrational, and often
ignorant. The fundamentally communal nature of intelligence and knowledge explains why we often
assume we know more than we really do, why political opinions and false beliefs are so hard to
change, and why individual-oriented approaches to education and management frequently fail. But
our collaborative minds also enable us to do amazing things. The Knowledge Illusion contends
that true genius can be found in the ways we create intelligence using the community around us.
Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 After
the theft of his manuscript, Yale University economics professor Irving Fisher went right back
to work. He had a habit of overcoming setbacks that might cause a lesser person to despair. His
ideas began to have an impact in his lifetime, and after his death, they took off. #2 The idea
that the stock market is a place of pure rationality was first put forward by Irving Fisher in
the 1920s. However, this idea was not unique to him. In Paris, mathematics student Louis
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Bachelier studied the price fluctuations on the Paris Bourse in a similar spirit. #3 Bachelier
used the assumptions of the bell curve to depict price movements on the Paris exchange. He began
with the insight that the mathematical expectation of the speculator is zero, and that price
changes in an instant are unpredictable in direction but predictably small. #4 When he died in
1946, one year before Irving Fisher, no one on the trading floor was making use of his ideas.
His colleagues were nonplussed by his interest in markets.
When the Cold War ended in 1989, American hopes for a new world order were quickly disappointed.
A new wave of violence soon erupted, engulfing places from Rwanda and Somalia to Chechnya and
Bosnia. These new "clashes of civilizations," fundamentalist jihads, and ethnic massacres
appeared to be more savage and less rational than the long twilight struggle with the USSR,
during which Washington's adversary was clearly identified and relatively predictable. In an
effort to understand these post-Cold War conflicts and to advise the government on how to deal
with them, a new school of foreign policy thought has developed. Dubbed "chaos theory," it
argues that the much heralded processes of globalization are actually breeding a reaction of
irrational violence. Thus, the spread of Western cultural icons through new electronic media
often shocks and offends moral sensibilities in traditional societies. The explosive growth of
international commerce has triggered a wave of migration and urbanization that throws together
people from different cultures and fertilizes xenophobia. Chaos theory has already won converts
in the U.S. military, the intelligence community, and the foreign service. Its influence has
been manifest in an array of policies, particularly during the U.S. engagement in Bosnia. But
chaos theory is mostly wrong. In this book, the author outlines the growth of chaos theory and
its growing influence, and then provides a thorough empirical critique. Using detailed studies
of Bosnia and global comparisons, he shows that globalization has not played a decisive role in
fueling recent conflicts. Indeed, journalists' impressions notwithstanding, there is no evidence
that since 1989 warfare has become more savage or even more frequent. The advocates of chaos
theory are thus urging the U.S. to invest in preparing for a threat that is largely mythical--a
strategy that is at least wasteful and potentially dangerous. The author argues that the most
useful tools for preventing or prosecuting post-Cold War conflicts remain the same ones that
worked in the recent past: crafty diplomacy, conventional military preparedness, and expanded
support for economic development. Previously titled Is Chaos a Strategic Threat? Bosnia and
Myths about Ethnic Conflict
An Economist “Our Books of the Year” Selection Economist Bryan Caplan makes a bold case for
unrestricted immigration in this fact-filled graphic nonfiction. American policy-makers have
long been locked in a heated battle over whether, how many, and what kind of immigrants to allow
to live and work in the country. Those in favor of welcoming more immigrants often cite
humanitarian reasons, while those in favor of more restrictive laws argue the need to protect
native citizens. But economist Bryan Caplan adds a new, compelling perspective to the
immigration debate: He argues that opening all borders could eliminate absolute poverty
worldwide and usher in a booming worldwide economy—greatly benefiting humanity. With a clear and
conversational tone, exhaustive research, and vibrant illustrations by Zach Weinersmith, Open
Borders makes the case for unrestricted immigration easy to follow and hard to deny.
The Myth of the Framework
The Terms of Order
Don't go there. It's not safe. You'll die. And other more >> rational advice for overlanding
Mexico & Central America
The Case against Education
Political Science and the Myth of Leadership
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