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From the dawn of history to the decline of the Celtic Tiger - how Ireland has
been shaped over the centuries. Ireland has been shaped by many things
over the centuries: geography, war, the fight for liberty. A Brief History of
Ireland is the perfect introduction to this exceptional place, its people and its
culture. Ireland has been home to successive groups of settlers - Celts,
Vikings, Normans, Anglo-Scots, Huguenots. It has imported huge ideas, none
bigger than Christianity which it then re-exported to Europe after the fall of
the Roman Empire. In the Tudor era it became the first colony of the
developing English Empire. Its fraught and sometimes brutal relationship
with England has dominated its modern history. Killeen argues that religion
was decisive in all this: Ireland remained substantially Catholic, setting it at
odds with the larger island culturally, religiously and politically. But its own
culture and identity have stayed strong, most obviously in literature with a
magnificent tradition of writing from the Book of Kells to the modern
masters: Joyce, Yeats, Beckett and Heaney.
Utilizing a question and answer format, the philosopher and spiritual teacher
discusses multiculturalism, political correctness, spiritual enlightenment,
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gender wars, modern liberation movements, and the course of evolution.
Reprint.
'Space is big. Really big. You just won't believe how vastly, hugely, mindbogglingly big it is. I mean, you may think it's a long way down the street to
the chemist, but that's just peanuts to space.' Douglas Adams, Hitch-hiker's
Guide to the Galaxy We human beings have trouble with infinity - yet infinity
is a surprisingly human subject. Philosophers and mathematicians have gone
mad contemplating its nature and complexity - yet it is a concept routinely
used by schoolchildren. Exploring the infinite is a journey into paradox. Here
is a quantity that turns arithmetic on its head, making it feasible that 1 = 0.
Here is a concept that enables us to cram as many extra guests as we like
into an already full hotel. Most bizarrely of all, it is quite easy to show that
there must be something bigger than infinity - when it surely should be the
biggest thing that could possibly be. Brian Clegg takes us on a fascinating
tour of that borderland between the extremely large and the ultimate that
takes us from Archimedes, counting the grains of sand that would fill the
universe, to the latest theories on the physical reality of the infinite. Full of
unexpected delights, whether St Augustine contemplating the nature of
creation, Newton and Leibniz battling over ownership of calculus, or Cantor
struggling to publicise his vision of the transfinite, infinity's fascination is in
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the way it brings together the everyday and the extraordinary, prosaic daily
life and the esoteric. Whether your interest in infinity is mathematical,
philosophical, spiritual or just plain curious, this accessible book offers a
stimulating and entertaining read.
A reissue of a charming little illustrated volume originally published in 1974
which walks the reader through the highlights of the history of the University
of California.
A Brief History of how the Industrial Revolution Changed the World
A Brave and Controversial Look at the Twenty-First Century
Great Historians and the Epic Quest to Explain the Past
Doctor Who: A Brief History of Time Lords
A Brief History of How We F*cked It All Up
A Brief History of Archaeology
An engaging, entertaining reference to modern holidays explains the origins of
Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, witches, and St. Valentine's Day as it discusses
holiday traditions, celebrations, customs, and more.
HumansA Brief History of How We F*cked It All UpWildfire
The author explores recent scientific breakthroughs in the fields of supergravity,
supersymmetry, quantum theory, superstring theory, and p-branes as he searches
for the Theory of Everything that lies at the heart of the cosmos.
***THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER*** 'This book is brilliant. Utterly, utterly
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brilliant' Jeremy Clarkson 'F*cking brilliant' Sarah Knight AN EXHILARATING
JOURNEY THROUGH THE MOST CREATIVE AND CATASTROPHIC F*CK-UPS OF
HUMAN HISTORY In the seventy thousand years that modern human beings have
walked this earth, we've come a long way. Art, science, culture, trade - on the
evolutionary food chain, we're real winners. But, frankly, it's not exactly been plain
sailing, and sometimes - just occasionally - we've managed to really, truly, quite
unbelievably f*ck things up. From Chairman Mao's Four Pests Campaign, to the
American Dustbowl; from the Austrian army attacking itself one drunken night, to
the world's leading superpower electing a reality TV mogul as President... it's
pretty safe to say that, as a species, we haven't exactly grown wiser with age. So,
next time you think you've really f*cked up, this book will remind you: it could be
so much worse... FURTHER PRAISE FOR HUMANS: 'Very funny' Mark Watson 'A
light-touch history of moments when humans have got it spectacularly wrong...
Both readable and entertaining' The Telegraph 'Chronicles humanity's myriad
follies down the ages with malicious glee and much wit ... a rib-tickling pageturner' Business Standard 'A timely, irreverent gallop through thousands of years
of human stupidity' Nicholas Griffin, Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History
Behind the Game That Changed the World
A Brief History of Ireland
A Brief History of Vice
You're Too Kind
A Brief History of Humankind
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A Brief History of Our Seasonal Holidays
A Brief History of Knowledge for Social Science Researchers

What do walking, weaving, observing, storytelling, singing, drawing and writing
have in common? The answer is that they all proceed along lines. In this
extraordinary book Tim Ingold imagines a world in which everyone and
everything consists of interwoven or interconnected lines and lays the
foundations for a completely new discipline: the anthropological archaeology of
the line. Ingold’s argument leads us through the music of Ancient Greece and
contemporary Japan, Siberian labyrinths and Roman roads, Chinese calligraphy
and the printed alphabet, weaving a path between antiquity and the present.
Drawing on a multitude of disciplines including archaeology, classical studies, art
history, linguistics, psychology, musicology, philosophy and many others, and
including more than seventy illustrations, this book takes us on an exhilarating
intellectual journey that will change the way we look at the world and how we go
about in it. This Routledge Classics edition includes a new preface by the author.
The epic story of the scientists through the ages who have sought answers to
life’s biggest mystery: How did it begin? In this essential and illuminating history
of Western science, Bill Mesler and H. James Cleaves II seek to answer the most
crucial question in science: How did life begin? They trace the trials and triumphs
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of the iconoclastic scientists who have sought to solve the mystery, from
Darwin’s theory of evolution to Crick and Watson’s unveiling of DNA. This
fascinating exploration not only examines the origin-of-life question, but also
interrogates the very nature of scientific discovery and objectivity.
Narrates the complex tale of Israel's people and their modern state, established
thousands of years after the destruction of the old one, against the backdrop of
exile, anti-Semitism, Zionism, and the Holocaust.
Maria, a young Portugese woman, and an American man have an intense love
affair which eventually begins to disintegrate.
A Brief History
A Brief History of the Book: From Tablet to Tablet
The Book of the Year
Illustrated Edition
A Brief History of Infinity
A Brief History of Everything
The story of life on earth unfolds in dramatic fashion in this amazing concertina
picture book that takes readers from 4.6 billion years ago to the present day. It's
difficult to grasp the enormous changes life on Earth has undergone since it first
came into existence, but this marvelously illustrated book makes learning about
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our planet's fascinating history easy and entertaining. In an accordion style, the
series of pages take readers through every major geological period, with bright
artwork and detailed drawings. Opening on lava-filled oceans and smoking
volcanoes, the book unfolds, era by era, to show how life evolved from tiny
protozoa and crustaceans to dinosaurs and mammals. Fully expanded to 8 meters
(26 feet), this spectacular visual timeline is a very impressive panorama that
reveals evolution in all its glory. Each page is brimming with illustrations that
readers will turn to again and again. A celebration of life, this extraordinary and
beautiful book illuminates the history of Earth for young readers in an
unforgettable and delightful way.
In this brief history, philosopher Nicholas White reviews 2,500years of
philosophical thought about happiness. Addresses key questions such as: What is
happiness? Shouldhappiness play such a dominant role in our lives? How can we
dealwith conflicts between the various things that make us happy? Considers the
ways in which major thinkers from antiquity tothe modern day have treated
happiness: from Plato’s notion ofthe harmony of the soul, through to Nietzsche’s
championingof conflict over harmony. Relates questions about happiness to ethics
and to practicalphilosophy.
Okay, who was the first flatterer? If you guessed Satan, you'd be close, but
according to You're Too Kind, flattery began with chimpanzees, who groom each
other all day long. In fact, flattery is an adaptive behavior that has helped us
survive since prehistoric times. Our flattery is strategic praise, and to illustrate its
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myriad forms, Richard Stengel takes us on a witty, idiosyncratic tour, from chimps
to the God of the Old Testament to the troubadour poets of the Middle Ages, all
the way through Dale Carnegie and Monica Lewinsky's adoring love letters to her
"Big Creep." Flattery thrives in hierarchical settings like royal courts or Fortune
500 boardrooms, and it flows both upward and downward. Downward is usually
easier, but studies show it works best on those who already have high opinions of
themselves. Stengel sees public flattery as an epidemic in our society, and private
praise as being all too scarce. Most often, though, flattery these days is just a
harmless deception, a victimless crime that often ends up making both the giver
and the receiver feel a little better. In short, flattery works.
A celebration of the brave, drunken pioneers who built our civilization one
seemingly bad decision at a time, A Brief History of Vice explores a side of the
past that mainstream history books prefer to hide. History has never been more
fun—or more intoxicating. Guns, germs, and steel might have transformed us
from hunter-gatherers into modern man, but booze, sex, trash talk, and tripping
built our civilization. Cracked editor Robert Evans brings his signature dogged
research and lively insight to uncover the many and magnificent ways vice has
influenced history, from the prostitute-turned-empress who scored a major victory
for women’s rights to the beer that helped create—and destroy—South America's
first empire. And Evans goes deeper than simply writing about ancient
debauchery; he recreates some of history's most enjoyable (and most painful)
vices and includes guides so you can follow along at home. You’ll learn how to: •
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Trip like a Greek philosopher. • Rave like your Stone Age ancestors. • Get drunk
like a Sumerian. • Smoke a nose pipe like a pre–Columbian Native American.
“Mixing science, humor, and grossly irresponsible self-experimentation, Evans
paints a vivid picture of how bad habits built the world we know and love.”—David
Wong, author of John Dies at the End
How Bad Behavior Built Civilization
A Brief History of Earth
A Brief History of a Perfect Future
A Brief History of Happiness
A Brief History of Italy
A Philosophical Guide to Living

A Brief History of Knowledge for Social Science Researchers
outlines a history of knowledge from Ancient Greece to
present day, in Europe and the Western world. This outline
provides the basis for understanding where various research
methods originate, and their epistemological, historical,
political and social roots. This book provides social
science researchers with an understanding of how research
methods developed, and how their truth criteria, and what is
accepted as knowledge, spring from human history. Research
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is often reduced to data collection, results and publication
in the stressful, results-oriented academic environment. But
research is a human enterprise, a product of both individual
creativity and historical, political and social conditions.
This book will focus on how shared research criteria (as we
know them today) were developed through the work and thought
of philosophers, social activists and researchers. This book
will be useful for graduate and post-graduate students,
particularly those studying Research Methods, and Philosophy
of Science courses; and for experienced social science
researchers who wish to understand how research methods have
developed in human history.
Originally published in 1994, this book links the distant
past with the urgent problems of today, taking the reader on
a literary and scientific tour of global pollution from prehistory to the post-industrial age. Ancient problems such as
lead poisoning in Rome and water pollution in Mesopotamia
provide the background to a discussion of modern
catastrophes including the hole in the ozone layer, climate
Page 10/31

Download File PDF A Brief History Of How The Industrial Revolution
Changed The World Brief Histories
change and the global drinking water crisis. The book
chronicles 800 years of pollution in London, charts the
growth of environmental activism and spotlights the rise of
the consumer society as the driving force behind today’s
malaise.
What if, instead of trying to predict the future, we could
just pick the one we want - and then invent it? Well, we
can. Think of the wealth of technological resources already
available to us. The computing power in that smartphone in
your pocket could have guided 120 million Apollo-era
spacecrafts to the moon and back. A gigabyte of memory cost
$300,000 in the 1980s - today, it costs a fraction of a
penny. Now, try to imagine 2050, when your computing devices
will be a million times more powerful or available at onemillionth of today's prices.In this deeply researched and
compelling book, the authors do the imagining for you,
describing seven so-incredible-as-to-be-almost-magical
capabilities that will be available by 2050 in computing,
communication, information, genomics, energy, water, and
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transportation. You may finally get that flying car, have
ample water even in a desert, and be treated for disease
through microscopic robots in your bloodstream.Drawing on
their decades of experience helping major organizations
formulate strategies for innovation, the authors demonstrate
how to use combinations of those seven capabilities to
imagine "perfect" futures, whether that means reversing
climate change, resolving today's disinformation crisis, or
living 20 years longer. This book paints visions of how the
world could - and should - look as we pass the planet on to
future generations.We can use those visions to start
inventing a perfect future - today.
2022 NATIONAL INDIE EXCELLENCE AWARDS WINNER — HISTORY:
GENERAL ". . . inherently interesting, unique, and highly
recommended addition to personal, professional, community,
college, and academic library Physics of Time & Scientific
Measurement history collections, and supplemental curriculum
studies lists.” —Midwest Book Review "A wonderful look into
understanding and recording time, Orzel’s latest is
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appropriate for all readers who are curious about those
ticks and tocks that mark nearly every aspect of our lives."
—Booklist “A thorough, enjoyable exploration of the history
and science behind measuring time.” —Foreword Reviews It’s
all a matter of time—literally. From the movements of the
spheres to the slipperiness of relativity, the story of
science unfolds through the fascinating history of
humanity’s efforts to keep time. Our modern lives are ruled
by clocks and watches, smartphone apps and calendar
programs. While our gadgets may be new, however, the drive
to measure and master time is anything but—and in A Brief
History of Timekeeping, Chad Orzel traces the path from
Stonehenge to your smartphone. Predating written language
and marching on through human history, the desire for everbetter timekeeping has spurred technological innovation and
sparked theories that radically reshaped our understanding
of the universe and our place in it. Orzel, a physicist and
the bestselling author of Breakfast with Einstein and How to
Teach Quantum Physics to Your Dog continues his tradition of
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demystifying thorny scientific concepts by using the clocks
and calendars central to our everyday activities as a
jumping-off point to explore the science underlying the ways
we keep track of our time. Ancient solstice markers (which
still work perfectly 5,000 years later) depend on the basic
astrophysics of our solar system; mechanical clocks owe
their development to Newtonian physics; and the ultraprecise atomic timekeeping that enables GPS hinges on the
predictable oddities of quantum mechanics. Along the way,
Orzel visits the delicate negotiations involved in Gregorian
calendar reform, the intricate and entirely unique system
employed by the Maya, and how the problem of synchronizing
clocks at different locations ultimately required us to
abandon the idea of time as an absolute and universal
quantity. Sharp and engaging, A Brief History of Timekeeping
is a story not just about the science of sundials,
sandglasses, and mechanical clocks, but also the politics of
calendars and time zones, the philosophy of measurement, and
the nature of space and time itself. For those interested in
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science, technology, or history, or anyone who’s ever
wondered about the instruments that divide our days into
moments: the time you spend reading this book may fly, and
it is certain to be well spent.
Inventing the World We Can Proudly Leave Our Kids By 2050
A Little History of the World
A Brief History of the Future
The Book of Humans
A Brief History of Thought
Humans
New York Times Bestseller A Summer Reading Pick for President Barack Obama,
Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerberg From a renowned historian comes a
groundbreaking narrative of humanity’s creation and evolution—a #1
international bestseller—that explores the ways in which biology and history have
defined us and enhanced our understanding of what it means to be “human.” One
hundred thousand years ago, at least six different species of humans inhabited
Earth. Yet today there is only one—homo sapiens. What happened to the others?
And what may happen to us? Most books about the history of humanity pursue
either a historical or a biological approach, but Dr. Yuval Noah Harari breaks the
mold with this highly original book that begins about 70,000 years ago with the
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appearance of modern cognition. From examining the role evolving humans have
played in the global ecosystem to charting the rise of empires, Sapiens integrates
history and science to reconsider accepted narratives, connect past developments
with contemporary concerns, and examine specific events within the context of
larger ideas. Dr. Harari also compels us to look ahead, because over the last few
decades humans have begun to bend laws of natural selection that have
governed life for the past four billion years. We are acquiring the ability to design
not only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us, and
what do we want to become? Featuring 27 photographs, 6 maps, and 25
illustrations/diagrams, this provocative and insightful work is sure to spark
debate and is essential reading for aficionados of Jared Diamond, James Gleick,
Matt Ridley, Robert Wright, and Sharon Moalem.
“A clarion call for seeing the world as a whole,” this philosophical bestseller takes
readers on a journey through time, tracing history from the Big Bang through the
21st century (San Francisco Chronicle) Join one of the greatest contemporary
philosophers on a breathtaking tour of time and the Cosmos.—from the Big Bang
right up to the eve of the twenty-first century. This accessible and entertaining
summary of Ken Wilber’s great ideas has been expanding minds now for two
decades, providing a unified field theory of the universe. Along the way, Wilber
talks on a host of issues related to that universe, from gender roles, to
multiculturalism, environmentalism, and even the meaning of the Internet. This
special anniversary edition contains an afterword, a dialogue between the author
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and Lana Wachowski––the award-winning writer-director of the Matrix film
trilogy––in which we’re offered an intimate glimpse into the evolution of Ken’s
thinking and where he stands today. A Brief History of Everything may well be the
best introduction to the thought of this man who has been called the “Einstein of
Consciousness” (John White).
“Rutherford describes [The Book of Humans] as being about the paradox of how
our evolutionary journey turned ‘an otherwise average ape’ into one capable of
creating complex tools, art, music, science, and engineering. It’s an intriguing
question, one his book sets against descriptions of the infinitely amusing
strategies and antics of a dizzying array of animals.”—The New York Times Book
Review Publisher's Note: The Book of Humans was previously published in
hardcover as Humanimal. In this new evolutionary history, geneticist Adam
Rutherford explores the profound paradox of the human animal. Looking for
answers across the animal kingdom, he finds that many things once considered
exclusively human are not: We aren’t the only species that “speaks,” makes
tools, or has sex outside of procreation. Seeing as our genome is 98 percent
identical to a chimpanzee’s, our DNA doesn’t set us far apart, either. How, then,
did we develop the most complex culture ever observed? The Book of Humans
proves that we are animals indeed—and reveals how we truly are extraordinary.
From the beginning of the eighteenth century to the high water mark of the
Victorian era, the world was transformed by a technological revolution the like of
which had never been seen before. Inventors, businessmen, scientists, explorers
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all had their part to play in the story of the Industrial Revolution and in this Brief
History Thomas Crump brings their story to life, and shows why it is a chapter in
English history that can not be ignored.Previous praise for Thomas Crump_s A
Brief History of Science:'A serious and fully furnished history of science, from
which anyone interested in the development of ideas . . . will greatly profit.' A. C.
Grayling, Financial Times'Provides an enduring sense of the extraordinary
ingenuity that defines our relationship with nature.' Guardian_An excellent
account . . Crump writes with authority._ TLS
The Quest to Think the Unthinkable
Mulcaster's Elementarie
Before Method
A Brief History of Creation: Science and the Search for the Origin of Life
Classical Times to the Twenty-First Century
Sapiens

Despite the Roman Empire's famous 500-year reign over Europe, parts of Africa and
the Middle East, Italy does not have the same long national history as states such as
France or England. Divided for much of its history, Italy's regions have been, at
various times, parts of bigger, often antagonistic empires, notably those of Spain
and Austria. In addition, its challenging and varied terrain made consolidation of
political control all the more difficult. This concise history covers, in very readable
fashion, the formative events in Italy's past from the rise of Rome, through a unified
Page 18/31

Download File PDF A Brief History Of How The Industrial Revolution
Changed The World Brief Histories
country in thrall to fascism in the first half of the twentieth century right up to
today. The birthplace of the Renaissance and the place where the Baroque was
born, Italy has always been a hotbed of culture. Within modern Italy country there is
fierce regional pride in the cultures and identities that mark out Tuscany, Rome,
Sicily and Venice to name just a few of Italy's many famous regions. Jeremy Black
draws on the diaries, memoirs and letters of historic travellers to Italy to gain
insight into the passions of its people, first chronologically then regionally. In telling
Italy's story, Black examines what it is that has given Italians such cultural clout from food and drink, music and fashion, to art and architecture - and explores the
causes and effects of political events, and the divisions that still exist today.
This brief, inexpensive text offers great flexibility in teaching the history of
psychology. Used as a stand-alone text or with readers, this engaging book is noted
for its analysis of the scientific and philosophical emergence of the field as well as
its coverage of contemporary psychology and emerging areas. Readers appreciate
the book's balanced coverage of experimental, applied, and clinical psychology, as
well as the clear and succinct presentation of the field's major events and schools of
thought. The sixth edition features an expanded pedagogical program with bolded
terms, a complete glossary, more illustrations, and web-based instructional
materials including PowerPoints, a test bank, discussion questions, and more.
Special emphasis has also been placed on the role of the American Psychological
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Association (APA) in the history of psychology. Extensively updated throughout, the
sixth edition features: A revised final chapter with a current analysis of the state of
the field, including the growth of the APA as well as specialized organizations that
promote the science and profession of psychology, and the push to influence policies
that address global challenges, such as environmental sustainability, intergroup
conflict, health disparities, and the population explosion. A discussion of the growth
in the number and role of women and ethnic minorities in psychology, and the
promotion of diversity across both demographic and intellectual perspectives.
Recent developments in the growth of neuroscience, cognitive science, artificial
intelligence, and the diversification and internationalization of psychology. Portraits
of some major figures in the history of psychology, including psychology’s first
Nobel Prize winners. Recent and evolving changes in the practice of psychology,
including more emphasis on "evidence-based practice," prescription privileges, and
the emergence of the importance of psychological practice in health care. Recent
changes in the APA, including new divisions and new elected officials and its
emerging focus on advocacy. Used independently or as a supplement with readers,
this brief text is intended for undergraduate and graduate courses on the history of
psychology. Due to its brevity and engaging style, the book can be used in
introductory courses to introduce students to the field. The enormous index and
substantial glossary make this volume a useful desk reference for psychology and
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related disciplines.
THE book the Time Lords (including the Doctor) read when studying at the
Academy, the full-color in-world history that pieces together the true story of
Gallifrey from the many and contradictory accounts that survived the Last Great
Time War. Doctor Who: A Brief History of Time Lords tells the story of all of this
ancient, legendary civilization, of notable historical figures, of Gallifrey itself, of the
Time War and much more. The planet Gallifrey. The Shining World of the Seven
Systems. Often to be found in the constellation of Kasterborous. Birthplace of one of
the oldest civilizations in the universe: The Time Lords. From their technologies and
strategies to the renegades like the Master and the Doctor himself, this is the
definitive guide to the oldest and most powerful civilization in the universe. They
invented black holes, transmits, stellar manipulators, and they atrophied. A bunch of
elderly academics in funny hats, the Time Lords watched the whole history of
creation. This was the civilization that inflicted some of its most renowned and
deadly renegades and criminals on the universe: the Master, the Rani, the Monk,
the War Chief, yet it was also the benevolent power that rid the cosmos of the Great
Vampires, the Racnoss and the Fendahl. Featuring full-color, never-before-seen
illustrations and a beautiful interior design, this is a highly collectible in-world
companion no Whovian can be without.
E. H. Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become
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one of the treasures of historical writing since its first publication in English in
2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold over half a million copies, and the book is
available worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich was of course the bestknown art historian of his time, and his text suggests illustrations on every page.
This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid humanity of
his narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote
the book. The two hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are not simple
embellishments, though they are beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the
author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of reading this remarkable work. For
this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around illustrations that
range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book
incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new index. Blending highgrade design, fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book and
an enhanced edition of a timeless account of human history.
A Brief History of Culture, Sex, War, and the Evolution of Us
A Brief History of Everything (20th Anniversary Edition)
A Brief History of Flattery
Lines
A Brief History of Comic Book Movies
A Brief History of Timekeeping
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Harvard s acclaimed geologist charts Earth s history in accessible style (AP) A
sublime chronicle of our planet." ‒Booklist, STARRED review How well do you know the
ground beneath your feet? Odds are, where you re standing was once cooking under a
roiling sea of lava, crushed by a towering sheet of ice, rocked by a nearby meteor strike, or
perhaps choked by poison gases, drowned beneath ocean, perched atop a mountain range, or
roamed by fearsome monsters. Probably most or even all of the above. The story of our home
planet and the organisms spread across its surface is far more spectacular than any
Hollywood blockbuster, filled with enough plot twists to rival a bestselling thriller. But only
recently have we begun to piece together the whole mystery into a coherent narrative.
Drawing on his decades of field research and up-to-the-minute understanding of the latest
science, renowned geologist Andrew H. Knoll delivers a rigorous yet accessible biography of
Earth, charting our home planet's epic 4.6 billion-year story. Placing twenty first-century
climate change in deep context, A Brief History of Earth is an indispensable look at where
we ve been and where we re going. Features original illustrations depicting Earth history
and nearly 50 figures (maps, tables, photographs, graphs).
A reader s fictional tour of the art and lives of some of the great 20th-century Surrealists An
author (a version of Vila-Matas himself) presents a short history of a secret society, the
Shandies, who are obsessed with the concept of portable literature. The society is entirely
imagined, but in this rollicking, intellectually playful book, its members include writers and
artists like Marcel Duchamp, Aleister Crowley, Witold Gombrowicz, Federico García Lorca,
Man Ray, and Georgia O Keefe. The Shandies meet secretly in apartments, hotels, and cafes
all over Europe to discuss what great literature really is: brief, not too serious, penetrating the
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depths of the mysterious. We witness the Shandies having adventures in stationary
submarines, underground caverns, African backwaters, and the cultural capitals of Europe.
This book leads readers through an intriguing examination how books began and have
evolved through history, and explores where future technologies may lead them. From
ancient clay tablet and scrolls to medieval manuscripts and printed books to personal
computers and iPads, this guide examines the fascinating history of books from 4000 BCE to
the present. At each step of this evolution, technologies are examined and evaluated to show
how these ideas are present from the very beginning of written communication. Moving
chronologically from the ancient world to the present, the book shows how written
communication media evolved from cuneiform to the Kindle. Focusing on key technologies
and vital periods of historical transition, it traces an evolution that elucidates the history of
the written word, at each step examining and evaluating such aspects of technologies as
memory capacity, readability and writability, durability, recyclability, information security,
ease and mode of access, and cost. Additional attention is paid to how these technologies
were made, how they were circulated, and who was reading them. Provides faculty and
students with a brief but fascinating and engagingly written textbook Includes hands-on
activities and course assignments that encourage student learning Features interesting
factoids and illustrations, making this book useful as a text, as a professional guide, or for
pleasure reading
What will planet Earth be like in twenty years? At mid-century? In the year 2100? Prescient
and convincing, this book is a must-read for anyone concerned about the future. Never has
the world offered more promise for the future and been more fraught with dangers. Attali
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anticipates an unraveling of American hegemony as transnational corporations sever the ties
linking free enterprise to democracy. World tensions will be primed for horrific warfare for
resources and dominance. The ultimate question is: Will we leave our children and
grandchildren a world that is not only viable but better, or in this nuclear world bequeath to
them a planet that will be a living hell? Either way, he warns, the time to act is now.
A Brief History of Israel
A Very Brief History of Eternity
A Brief History of Universities
A Brief History of Life on Earth
A Brief History of Psychology
A Brief History of Portable Literature

From the author of Waiting for Snow in Havana, a brilliant cultural
history of the idea of eternity What is eternity? Is it anything other than
a purely abstract concept, totally unrelated to our lives? A mere hope?
A frightfully uncertain horizon? Or is it a certainty, shared by priest and
scientist alike, and an essential element in all human relations? In A
Very Brief History of Eternity, Carlos Eire, the historian and National
Book Award–winning author of Waiting for Snow in Havana, has written
a brilliant history of eternity in Western culture. Tracing the idea from
ancient times to the present, Eire examines the rise and fall of five
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different conceptions of eternity, exploring how they developed and
how they have helped shape individual and collective selfunderstanding. A book about lived beliefs and their relationship to
social and political realities, A Very Brief History of Eternity is also
about unbelief, and the tangled and often rancorous relation between
faith and reason. Its subject is the largest subject of all, one that has
taxed minds great and small for centuries, and will forever be of
human interest, intellectually, spiritually, and viscerally.
Though the new metropolis is one of America's largest, many are
unaware of Phoenix's rich and compelling history. Built on land once
occupied by the most advanced pre-Columbian irrigation society,
Phoenix overcame its hostile desert surroundings to become a thriving
agricultural center. After World War II, its population exploded with the
mid-century mass migration to the Sun Belt. In times of rapid
expansion or decline, Phoenicians proved themselves to be adaptable
and optimistic. Phoenix's past is an engaging and surprising story of
audacity, vision, greed and a never-ending fight to secure its future.
Chronicling the challenges of growth and change, fourth-generation
Arizonan Jon Talton tells the story of the city that remains one of
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American civilization's great accomplishments.
A Brief History of Comic Book Movies traces the meteoric rise of the
hybrid art form of the comic book film. These films trace their origins
back to the early 1940s, when the first Batman and Superman serials
were made. The serials, and later television shows in the 1950s and
60s, were for the most part designed for children. But today, with the
continuing rise of Comic-Con, they seem to be more a part of the
mainstream than ever, appealing to adults as well as younger fans.
This book examines comic book movies from the past and present,
exploring how these films shaped American culture from the postWorld War II era to the present day, and how they adapted to the
changing tastes and mores of succeeding generations.
In this book, John C. Moore surveys the history of universities, from
their origin in the Middle Ages to the present. Universities have
survived the disruptive power of the Protestant Reformation, the
Scientific, French, and Industrial Revolutions, and the turmoil of two
world wars—and they have been exported to every continent through
Western imperialism. Moore deftly tells this story in a series of
chronological chapters, covering major developments such as the rise
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of literary humanism and the printing press, the “Berlin model” of
universities as research institutions, the growing importance of science
and technology, and the global wave of campus activism that rocked
the twentieth century. Focusing on significant individuals and global
contexts, he highlights how the university has absorbed influences
without losing its central traditions. Today, Moore argues, as
universities seek corporate solutions to twenty-first-century problems,
we must renew our commitment to a higher education that produces
not only technicians, but citizens.
A Brief History of the University of California
The Universe in a Nutshell
A Brief History of History
A Brief History of Cocaine
Four Billion Years in Eight Chapters
A Brief History of Yes
NATIONAL BESTSELLER "Ferry's openness, energy, and charm as
a teacher burst through on every page." —Wall Street Journal
From the timeless wisdom of the ancient Greeks to
Christianity, the Enlightenment, existentialism, and
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postmodernism, Luc Ferry’s instant classic brilliantly and
accessibly explains the enduring teachings of
philosophy—including its profound relevance to modern daily
life and its essential role in achieving happiness and
living a meaningful life. This lively journey through the
great thinkers will enlighten every reader, young and old.
A Brief History of Cocaine, Second Edition provides a
fascinating historical insight into the reasons why cocaine
use is increasing in popularity and why the rise of the
cocaine trade is tightly linked with the rise of terrorism
The author illustrates the challenges faced by today's
governments and explains why current anti-drug efforts have
had on
A Brief History of Archaeology details early digs and covers
the development of archaeology as a multidisciplinary
science, the modernization of meticulous excavation methods
during the twentieth century, and the important discoveries
that led to new ideas about the evolution of human
societies. Spanning more than two thousand years of history,
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this short account of the discipline of archaeology tells of
spectacular discoveries and the colorful lives of the
archaeologists who made them, as well as of changing
theories and current debates in the field. Early research at
Stonehenge in Britain, burial mound excavations, and the
exploration of Herculaneum and Pompeii culminate in the
nineteenth-century debates over human antiquity and the
theory of evolution. The book then moves on to the discovery
of the world’s pre-industrial civilizations in Egypt,
Mesopotamia, and Central America; the excavations at Troy
and Mycenae; the Royal Burials at Ur, Iraq; and the dramatic
finding of the pharaoh Tutankhamun in 1922. The book
concludes by considering recent sensational discoveries and
exploring the debates over processual and post-processual
theory that have intrigued archaeologists in the early
twenty-first century. The third edition updates this
respected introduction to one of the science’s most
fascinating disciplines. A Brief History of Archaeology is a
vivid narrative that will engage readers who are new to the
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discipline, drawing on the authors’ extensive experience in
the field and classroom.
A Brief History of Pollution
A Brief History of Phoenix
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