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This volume makes a major intervention
in the debates around the nature of the
political economy of Pakistan, focusing
on its contemporary social dynamics.
This is the first comprehensive
academic analysis of Pakistan's
political economy after thirty-five
years, and addresses issues of state,
class and society, examining gender,
the middle classes, the media, the
bazaar economy, urban spaces and the
new elite. The book goes beyond the
contemporary obsession with terrorism
and extremism, political Islam, and
simple 'civilian–military relations',
and looks at modern-day Pakistan
through the lens of varied academic
disciplines. It not only brings
together new work by some emerging
scholars but also formulates a new
political economy for the country,
reflecting the contemporary reality and
diversification in the social sciences
in Pakistan. The chapters dynamically
and dialectically capture emergent
processes and trends in framing
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Pakistan's political economy and invite
scholars to engage with and move beyond
these concerns and issues.
The Nordic Model is the 20th-century
Scandinavian recipe for combining
stable democracies, individual freedom,
economic growth and comprehensive
systems for social security. But what
happens when Sweden and Finland – two
countries topping global indexes for
competitiveness, productivity, growth,
quality of life, prosperity, and
equality – start doubting themselves
and their future? Is the Nordic Model
at a crossroads? Historically,
consensus, continuity, social cohesion,
and broad social trust have been hailed
as key components for the success and
for the self-images of Sweden and
Finland. In the contemporary, however,
political debates in both countries are
increasingly focused on risks, threats,
and worry. Social disintegration,
political polarization, geopolitical
anxieties, and threat of terrorism are
often dominant themes. This book
focuses on what appears to be a
paradox: countries with low income
differences, high faith in social
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institutions, and relatively high
cultural homogeneity becoming fixated
on the fear of polarization,
disintegration, and diminished social
trust. Unpacking the presentist
discourse of "worry" and a sense of
interregnum at the face of geopolitical
tensions, digitalization, and
globalization, as well as challenges to
democracy, the chapters take steps back
in time and explore the current
conjecture through the eyes of
historians and social scientists,
addressing key aspects of and
challenges to both the contemporary and
future Nordic Model. In addition, the
functioning and efficacy of the
participatory democracy and current
protocols of decision-making are
debated. This work is essential reading
for students and scholars of the
welfare state, social reforms, and
populism, as well as Nordic and
Scandinavian studies. The Open Access
version of this book, available at
www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made
available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives 4.0 license.
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This book examines discourses of rights
and practices of resistance in postconflict societies, exploring the
interaction between the international
human rights framework and different
actors seeking political and social
change. Presenting detailed new case
studies from Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka
and Kosovo, it reveals the necessity of
social scientific interventions in the
field of human rights. The author shows
how a shift away from the realm of
normative political or legal theory
towards a more sociological analysis
promises a better understanding of both
the limits of current human rights
approaches and possible sites of
potential. Considering the diverse ways
in which human rights are enacted and
mobilised, The Socio-Political Practice
of Human Rights engages with major
sites of tension and debate, examining
the question of whether human rights
are universal or culturally relative;
their relationship to forms of economic
and political domination; the role of
law as a mechanism for social change
and the ways in which the language of
human rights facilitates or closes
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sites of radical resistance. By
situating these debates in specific
contexts, this book concludes by
proposing new ways of theorizing human
rights. Empirically grounded and
offering an alternate framework for
understanding the fluid and ambiguous
operation of power within the theory
and practice of human rights, this
volume will appeal to scholars of
sociology, law and politics with
interests in gender, resistance,
international law, human rights and
socio-legal discourse.
This book investigates and considers
the urgent political, social, and
economic challenges that confront
society and tourism. It attempts to
look at what is threatening society,
and makes suggestions on what the
impact will be and how tourism will be
changed to integrate with the new socioeconomics of a newly emerging society
with its novel peculiar challenges and
opportunities in a post-energy era. The
book draws on the views of leading
thinkers in tourism and considers a
broad range of issues from
multidisciplinary perspectives facing
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the tourism industry for the first time
in one volume: dwindling energy, new
technology, security (like war and
terrorism), political economy,
sustainability, and human resources. By
critically reviewing these social and
economic challenges in a global scale,
the book helps to create a
comprehensive view of future tourism in
the unfolding and challenging society
of the third millennium. This
innovative and significant volume will
be valuable reading for all current and
future tourism professionals.
Future Tourism
Transformation in the Function of Law
State, Class and Social Change
Social, Political, and Economic
Perspectives
Behind the Tiananmen Massacre
Theory and Cases
Economic Policy Options in a Changing
Socio-political Society
Sports figures, events and
organisations affect our society in
vast, varied and sometimes unexpected
ways. This title tackles some of the
most compelling connections between the
sports world and public policy. It
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begins by examining issues related to
professional sports. It also explores
amateur sports and public health.
"This resource book discusses the
economic arguments that could (and
could not) be put forth to support the
case for investing in the social
determinants of health on average and
in the reduction in socially determined
health inequalities. It provides an
overview and introduction into how
economists would approach the
assessment of the economic motivation
to invest in the social determinants of
health and socially determined health
inequities, including what the major
challenges are in this assessment. It
illustrates the extent to which an
economic argument can be made in favour
of investment in 3 major social
determinants of health areas:
education, social protection, and urban
development and infrastructure. It
describes whether education policy,
social protection, and urban
development, housing and transport
policy can act as health policy"-Political Crises, Social Conflict and
Economic Development is a rare attempt
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to undertake comparative political
economy analysis of the Andean region
and thus represents a welcome
contribution. . . It is clearly written
and will engage scholars interested in
Latin America from a wide range of
disciplines. Jonathan di John, Journal
of Agrarian Change This collection of
essays on the political economy of the
Andean region goes to the heart of the
struggle these smaller economies face
in completing crucial reforms and
achieving higher growth. Andrés
Solimano has brought together the best
and the brightest talent from each
country, the result being the most
compelling analysis ever of how enclave
development and a historical dependence
on primary exports renders these
countries distinctly Andean. As the
essays argue, the political solutions
and economic remedies must address this
phenomenon, rather than mimicking those
strategies of the larger emerging
market countries in the region. Carol
Wise, University of Southern
California, US The contributors to this
authoritative volume analyze the impact
of political crises and social conflict
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on economic performance in the Andean
region of Latin America. The blend of
theory and case studies is also
relevant for understanding other
complex societies in the developing
world and transition economies. The
book provides illuminating insights on
how to understand, and survive, the
complicated interactions between
volatile politics, unstable
democracies, violence, social
inequality and uneven economic
performance. Recent political economy
theories are combined with valuable
quantitative and qualitative
information on presidential crises,
breakdowns of democracy, constitutional
reforms, quality of institutions, and
social inequality and exclusion to
understand actual country realities.
Part I provides the conceptual
framework and a regional perspective of
the book. Part II contains five
political economy country studies
Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and
Venezuela written by leading scholars
in the field and former senior
policymakers, including a former
President. Together, the chapters
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highlight the detrimental effects of
political instability and social
conflict on economic growth and
stability, as well as the feedback
effects from poor economic performance
on political instability and
institutional fragility. The country
studies warn that narrow economic
reforms that do not pay adequate
attention to politics, institutions and
social structures are bound to fail in
bringing lasting prosperity and
stability to complex societies.
Examining new and rich information on
episodes of political turmoil, military
interventions, forced presidential
resignations, constitutional reforms
and social uprisings, this book will be
required reading for all those
interested in the interface of politics
and economic development.
Beginning with the provocative premise
that the body is the anchor of the
social order, this book delves into the
multidimensional relationship between
sociopolitical bodies and human bodies.
It explores the way that prevailing
economic and political institutions
affect our experience of our physical
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selves and, in turn, the ways that our
bodily senses, energies, activities and
desires reinforce or challenge the
status quo.
African Institutions
Social Justification and Political
Legitimacy
The Political Economy of the Andean
Region
The Cultural and Political Economy of
Recovery
Crisis in the Global Economy
The Social and Political Body
Changing Asian Business Systems
A multidisciplinary, in-depth
historical examination of development
in Africa including interrelated
factors such as foreign trade,
international relations, politics, and
indigenous institutions.
Germany is a central case for research
on comparative political economy, which
has inspired theorizing on national
differences and historical
trajectories. This book assesses
Germany’s political economy after the
end of the "social democratic" 20th
century to rethink its dominant
properties and create new opportunities
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for using the country as a powerful
lens into the evolution of democratic
capitalism. Documenting large-scale
changes and new tensions in the welfare
state, company strategies, interest
intermediation, and macroeconomic
governance, the volume makes the case
for analysing contemporary Germany
through the politics of imbalance
rather than the long-standing paradigm
of institutional stability. This
conceptual reorientation around
inequalities and disparities provides
much-needed traction for clarifying the
causal dynamics that govern ongoing
processes of institutional
recomposition. Delving into the
politics of imbalance, the volume
explicates the systemic properties of
capitalism, multivalent policy
feedback, and the organizational
foundations of creative adjustment as
key vantage points for understanding
new forms of distributional conflict
within and beyond Germany. The chapters
in this book were originally published
as a special issue of German Politics.
"The book offers insight into the
diversity of composers' economic
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aspirations, the strategies through
which they pursued such success, the
burgeoning music publishing industry,
and the emergence of copyright
protection. This account is directed
toward individuals intrigued by the
world of classical composers as well as
those interested in economic history of
the role of money in art."--Jacket.
Through an exploration of the dual
nature of crises, this book elaborates
a nuanced analysis of the pedagogy of
crises. In contrast to the conventional
focus on the lessons drawn by executive
bodies or disaster management agencies,
volume considers how other social
forces construe crises and attempt to
learn lessons from them.
The Law of Political Economy
Between the Universal and the
Particular
The Socio-Political Practice of Human
Rights
The Economic, Social and Political
Elements of Climate Change
Imbalance
Social learning in a post-disaster
environment
Over 250 Princeton alumni and friends from 17
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countries and from classes spanning a 66-year period
attended the Conference. The presentations were of
high quality, as can be seen from the proceedings.
The speakers and other participants came from
different national and cultural backgrounds and
represented different points of view. For example, in
discussing US-Asia relations James Baker
represented an American viewpoint, while in the
same session Yoshio Hatano represented a Japanese
point of view, as did Toyoo Gyohten in a different
session on economic issues. This valuable volume is a
collection of frank and insightful essays on AsiaPacific by notable Princetonians who are influential
in the region.
Economical, Political, and Social Issues in Water
Resources provides a fully comprehensive and
interdisciplinary overview of all three factors in their
relation to water resources. Economic issues consist
of Water accounting, Water economy, Water pricing,
Water market, Water bank and bourse. Political
issues consist of Water power and hydrogemistry,
Water diplomacy and hydropolitics, Water rights and
water laws, Water governance and policy, Shared
water resources management, Water management
systems, and social issues consist of Water and
culture, civilization and history, Water quality,
hygiene, and health, Water and society. This book
familiarizes researchers with all aspects of the field,
which can lead to optimized and multidimensional
water resources management. Some of
abovementioned issues are new, so the other aim of
this book is to identify them in order to researchers
can easily find them and use them in their studies.
Includes diverse case studies from around the world
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Presents contributions from global and diverse
contributors with interdisciplinary backgrounds,
including water engineers, scientists, planners the
economic, political and social issues surrounding
water Contains in-depth definitions and concepts of
each topic
The 1989 prodemocracy movement in the People's
Republic of China and the subsequent crackdown
were marked by many dramatic reversals. Supported
at first by several thousand Beijing University
students, the movement quickly attracted millions of
followers and developed into a nationwide mass
movement. The jubilant mood during the short-lived
freedom in Tiananmen Square turned into despair
over the unnecessary bloodshed. The event raised
many deeply disturbing questions: Was the massacre
necessary and justified? What is the historical
significance of this movement? Which path will the
PRC follow in the decade ahead? Although no one
had anticipated the tragic outcome, the popular
unrest was not totally unexpected. When I read the
news of 200,000 Beijing students and residents, in
open defiance of the government's order, staging a
largescale demonstration on Apri120, I knew a
confrontation between the people and the
government was inevitable.
Global food price spikes in 2008 and again in 2011
coincided with a surge of political unrest in low- and
middle-income countries. Angry consumers took to
the streets in scores of nations. In some places, food
riots turned violent, pressuring governments and in a
few cases contributed to their overthrow. Foreign
investors sparked a new global land rush, adding a
different set of pressures. With scientists cautioning
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that the world has entered a new era of steadily
rising food prices, perhaps aggravated by climate
change, the specter of widespread food insecurity
and sociopolitical instability weighs on policymakers
worldwide. In the past few years, governments and
philanthropic foundations began redoubling efforts to
resuscitate agricultural research and technology
transfer, as well as to accelerate the modernization
of food value chains to deliver high quality food
inexpensively, faster, and in greater volumes to
urban consumers. But will these efforts suffice? This
volume explores the complex relationship between
food security and sociopolitical stability up to roughly
2025. Organized around a series of original essays by
leading global technical experts, a key message of
this volume is that actions taken in an effort to
address food security stressors may have
consequences for food security, stability, or both that
ultimately matter far more than the direct impacts of
biophysical drivers such as climate or land or water
scarcity. The means by which governments, firms,
and private philanthropies tackle the food security
challenge of the coming decade will fundamentally
shape the relationship between food security and
sociopolitical stability.
The Pedagogy of Economic, Political and Social
Crises
Marx and Modernity
The Nordic Economic, Social and Political Model
The Political Economy of Wasta: Use and Abuse of
Social Capital Networking
Global Variations in the Political and Social Economy
of Care
The Handbook of Political, Social, and Economic
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Transformation
Terror

A unique feature of this book is its
strong practice-oriented nature: it
contains a wide range of papers dealing
with the social, economic and political
aspects of climate change, exemplifying
the diversity of approaches to climate
change management taking place all over
the world, in a way never seen before.
In addition, the book describes a
number of projects and other
initiatives happening in Africa, Asia,
Europe, Latin American and the
Australasian region, providing a
profile of the diversity of works
taking place today.
14th Annual investment conference of
Frankel, Max Pollak, Vinderine.
"Political economy themes have directly and indirectly - been a
central concern of law and legal
scholarship ever since political
economy emerged as a concept in the
early seventeenth century, a
development which was re-inforced by
the emergence of political economy as
an independent area of scholarly
enquiry in the eighteenth century, as
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developed by the French physiocrats.
This is not surprising in so far as the
core institutions of the economy and
economic exchanges, such as property
and contract, are legal institutions.In
spite of this intrinsic link, political
economy discourses and legal discourses
dealing with political economy themes
unfold in a largely separate manner.
Indeed, this book is also a reflection
of this, in so far as its core concern
is how the law and legal scholarship
conceive of and approach political
economy issues"-This volume explores voters’ political
rationalizations. The author analyzes
semi-structured interview data from 120
American voters collected from
2013-2015 about their positions on
three economic referenda—or “direct
democratic economic policies” (DDEPs)
on the Arizona state ballot from
2008-2012. Building on the literature
on voter reasoning and rationalization,
the author firstly probes how the
intersection of economic position and
partisan affiliation shape partisan
voters’ rationalizations of their DDEP
positions. Secondly, he investigates
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the political and economic discourses
that voters use to justify their DDEP
positions. This book extends classic
sociological theories of individuallevel and collective legitimacy, along
with contemporary theories of voter
rationalization. The findings also help
to build theories of American political
ideology and values, neoliberalism,
moral economy, and norms of selfinterest.
Globalization, Socio-Political Change,
and Economic Organization
Economical, Political, and Social
Issues in Water Resources
Sport and Public Policy
A Political and Economic Analysis of
Social Systems Management
Financial Markets, Social Struggles,
and New Political Scenarios
Economic, Socio-political, Diplomatic
Issues
Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern
Europe
Crisis in the Global Economy is the latest
and most innovative collective reflectionon
the state of global capitalism, developed in
the mobile "multiversity" of the
UniNomadenetwork of international researchers
and activists during the months immediately
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following the firstsignals of the current
financial and economic crisis. It constitutes
the first organic andinterdisciplinary
attempt to analyze a crisis that is not
merely financial in nature but
implicatesglobalization and neoliberal
capitalism.Crisis in the Global Economy
begins with the recognitionthat the current
financial crisis is a systemic crisis of the
entire capitalistic system as it hasbeen
developing since the 1890s. Taking as its
premise that today's financial markets are
thepulsing heart of cognitive capitalism,
financing the activity of accumulation,
Crisis in the GlobalEconomy shows how the
flow of capital rewards production that
exploits knowledge and controls spacesbeyond
traditional business. The ineffectiveness of
the extraordinary economic measures taken
bysingle nation-states over the past few
months demonstrates that this crisis is of a
completelydifferent order. A financial crisis
that affects the "real economy" shows
thatfinancialization is one of the most
recent and perverse articulations of
capitalism.Thecontributions to Crisis in the
Global Economy invite us to consider exit
strategies from the currentcrisis--strategies
that may lead us toward a new horizon of
constructing the common.
"If we all agree that our current socialpolitical moment is tenuous and unsustainable
(and indeed, that may be the only thing we
can agree on right now), then how do markets,
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governments, and people interact in this next
era of capitalist societies? In A Political
Economy of Justice, a team of luminary social
scientists consider the strained state of our
political economy in terms of where it can go
from here. "We look squarely at how normative
and positive questions about political
economy interact with each other," the
editors write. "From that beginning, we
aspire to chart a way forward to a just
economy." Across 14 essays that blister with
relevance to our moment as a society and
polity, A Political Economy of Justice
sketches the boundaries of a new theory of
justice: the measures of a just political
economy; the role of firms; the roles of
institutions and governments. The editors'
introduction makes clear that these are no
half-effort book chapters from busy
luminaries; they are wholly original works
born of a set of guiding principles and
deeply, communally edited. The result, they
hope, is something greater than what is
typically achieved by an academic volume"-The spectacular economic growth experienced
by China since 1978 has often been hailed as
the "China Miracle". Many economists have
tried to understand the forces behind China’s
phenomenal growth and the explanations can be
divided into two broad schools of economic
thought — one school of thought which
includes Nobel Laureate Paul Krugman explains
that market mechanism and deregulation led to
China’s success, while the other school of
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thought which include Justin Yifu Lin, the
former Chief Economist and Senior VicePresident of the World Bank, explains that
China’s growth miracle is a unique model to
itself defined by the Chinese government’s
prominent role. The Chinese government has
been responsible in identifying and investing
in industries that have contributed to
economic growth. Some economists in the
latter school even claim that the China
Miracle cannot be explained by mainstream
economics. This book examines both schools of
thought and attempts to provide a synthesis
of the two schools to explain the China
Miracle. It looks at the Solow-Swan growth
model, the Harrod-Domar model and transaction
cost theory. It provides insights into
whether and how China can sustain its growth
and how developing countries may replicate
China’s success.
Welfare is commonly conceptualized in socioeconomic terms of equity, highlighting
distributive issues within growing economies.
While GDP, income growth and rising material
standards of living are normally not
questioned as priorities in welfare theories
and policy making, there is growing evidence
that Western welfare standards are not
generalizable to the rest of the planet if
environmental concerns, such as resource
depletion or climate change, are considered.
Sustainability and the Political Economy of
Welfare raises the issue of what is required
to make welfare societies ecologically
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sustainable. Consisting of three parts, this
book regards the current financial, economic
and political crisis in welfare state
institutions and addresses methodological,
theoretical and wider conceptual issues in
integrating sustainability. Furthermore, this
text is concerned with the main institutional
obstacles to the achievement of sustainable
welfare and wellbeing, and how these may
feasibly be overcome. How can researchers
assist policymakers in promoting synergy
between economic, social and environmental
policies conducive to globally sustainable
welfare systems? Co-authored by a variety of
cross-disciplinary contributors, a diversity
of research perspectives and methods is
reflected in a unique mixture of conceptual
chapters, historical analysis of different
societal sectors, and case studies of several
EU countries, China and the US. This book is
well suited for those who are interested in
and study welfare, ecological economics and
political economy.
What Drives China’s Economy
Insights on Social, Political, Economic and
Religious Change
Quarter Notes and Bank Notes
Dynamics, Construals and Lessons
Development Strategies in Africa
A Political Economy of Justice
How Voters Rationalize Direct Democratic
Economic Policy in America

The Pedagogy of Economic, Political and Social
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CrisesDynamics, Construals and LessonsRoutledge
Political, social, and economic transformation is a complex
historical phenomenon. It can adequately be analysed only
by a multidisciplinary approach. The Handbook brings
together an international team of scholars who are
specialists in their respective research fields. It introduces
the most important areas, theories, and methods in
transformation research, with particular attention placed
on the historical and comparative dimension. Although
focussing on post-communist and other democratic
transformations in our epoch, the Handbook therefore
presents and discusses not only their problems, paths,
and developments, but also deals with the antecedent
'waves', beginning with the Meiji Restoration in Japan in
1868 and its aftermath. The book is structured into six
parts. Starting with basic concepts as systems, actors,
and institutions (Section I), it gives an overview over major
theoretical approaches and research methods (Sections II
and III). The connection of theory and method with their
application is essential, allowing special insights into the
past and opens analytical avenues for transformation
research in the future. Section (IV) provides a historically
oriented description or interpretation of particular 'waves'
or types of societal transformation. With a clear focus on
present transformations, the contributions to Section V
provide a description and discussion of the problems,
structures, actors, and courses of the transformations
within different spheres of (civil) society, politics, law, and
economics. Finally, brief lexicographic entries in Section
VI delineate research perspectives and facts about
relevant issues of societal transformation. Each of the 79
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contributions contains a concise list of the most important
research literature.
Two commissions within the Public Relations Society of
America have recently defined courses in case-study
analysis, research methods, and behavioral-science
theory as central to an acceptable public relations
curriculum. To date, these three "streams" within PR
education have run independently of each other. The
authors produced this volume because they believe that
there is a growing demand for an integrative "applied
theory" approach to the study of public relations cases.
The need for PR professionals to study the social, political,
and economic contexts of public relations carefully had
been apparent for some time as issues management and
environment scanning emerged as focal points of modern
public relations. Yet there was no systematic framework
for such study. This volume, however, with its strong
foundation in theory, provides just that framework and is
highly suitable for graduate-level courses in public
relations.
About the Series The goal of this new, unique Series is to
offer readable, teachable "thinking frames" on today's
social problems and social issues by leading scholars, all
in short 60-page-or-shorter formats, and available for view
on http://routledge.customgateway.com/routledge-socialissues.html. For instructors teaching a wide range of
courses in the social sciences, the Routledge Social
Issues Collection now offers the best of both worlds:
originally written short texts that provide "overviews" to
important social issues as well as teachable excerpts from
larger works previously published by Routledge and other
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presses. About the Book In this short text, Worrell shines a
unique, unorthodox light on 'Terror' from the standpoint of
critical social theory. He explains how the social, political
and economic effects of terrorism fit into the dynamics and
structures of the modern world as a whole.
Development, Democracy, and Welfare States
Challenges to Political, Social, and Economic Foundations
of Africa's Development
Two Attempts to Extend Economic Model to Socio-political
Issues and Realities
Contributions to Political Economy
The Economics of Social Determinants of Health and
Health Inequalities
Economic, Socio-Political, Historical and Cultural Factors
Social, Political, and Economic Ferment in China

In August 2005 the nation watched as Hurricane Katrina
pummelled the Gulf Coast. Residents did not just suffer
the personal costs of a home that had been severely
damaged or destroyed; frequently they also lost their
entire neighbourhood and the social systems that under
normal circumstances made their lives "work". Katrina
raised the questions of whether and how communities
could solve the complex social coordination problems
catastrophic disaster poses, and what inhibits them from
doing so? Professor Chamlee-Wright investigates not only
the nature of post-disaster recovery, but the nature of the
social order itself – how societies are able to achieve a
level of complex social coordination that far exceeds our
ability to design. By deploying the tools of both political
economy and cultural economy, the book contributes to
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the bourgeoning literature on the social, political and
economic impact of Hurricane Katrina. Through a
selection of case studies, the author argues that postdisaster resilience depends crucially upon the discovery
that unfolds within commercial and civil society. The
book will be of particular interest to postgraduate students
and researchers in economics, sociology and anthropology
as well as disaster specialists.
Bringing together comparative case studies from Central
Europe and South America, this book focuses on 'new'
regions - regions created as political projects of
modernization and 're-scaling'. Through this approach it
de-codes 'New Regionalism' in terms of its contributions
to institutional change, while acknowledging its contested
nature and contradictions. It questions whether these
regions are merely a strategy of neo-liberal adjustment to
changing political and economic conditions, or whether
they are indicative of true reform, greater citizen
participation and empowerment. It assesses whether these
regions are really representing something new or whether
they are a reconfiguration of traditional power
relationships. It provides a timely critical analysis of
'region-building' and the extent to which national
processes of decentralization and sub-national processes of
regionalism can enhance the effectiveness and
responsiveness of governance.
The term ‘wasta stems from the Arabic root for
‘middle’ or ‘medium’ and describes the
phenomenon of using ‘connections’ to find job,
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government services or other favors to circumvent
bureaucracy or bypass the system as a whole. The effects
of ‘wasta’ may be both positive or negative, and is not
a phenomenon that is particular to the Arab or Muslim
world, but also to many other cultures and regions of the
world, with similar concepts popularly known as ubuntu,
guanxi, harambee, naoberschop, or “old boy network”
used in African, Chinese and European societies. By its
very nature ‘wasta’ is an area of grey or even black
information, and, like corruption to which it is most often
associated, is hard to assess although country corruption
perception indexes attempt to provide a quantifiable basis.
In the final analysis such ratings are based on perceptions
of corruption, and this perception may vary strongly
depending on different societal structures and cultural
modes, whether these are extended family systems, tribal,
clans or more atomized societies where relationships are
essentially transactional and rule based. In a western
perspective where ‘wasta’ may be considered as a form
of corruption, in other societies it may be perceived as
something ‘natural’ and not criminal, and using one's
‘wasta’ in tribal societies to help clan members is seen
as a duty. The difference stems from the 'innocent ' use of
‘wasta’ to make introductions, as opposed to its abuse
in placing unqualified persons in positions .The volume
brings together academics and professional experts to
examine a range of multi-faceted social, economic and
political issues raised by the use and abuse of social
networking, covering various topics like: ‘wasta’
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interpersonal connections in family and business ties, The
relationship between inequality-adjusted human
development and corruption perception indexes in the
Gulf region, ‘wasta’ and business networking, assessing
the economic cost of ‘wasta’, ‘wasta’ and its impact
on quality oriented education reform and the perceptions
of young people, The use of ‘wasta’ to overcome sociocultural barriers for women and men The volume also
offers insights into social relations and ethics, and how the
use of ‘wasta’ contradicts with common held religious
principles, along with some country studies on Islamic
principles and the use of ‘wasta’. Mohamed Ramady is
a Visiting Associate Professor, King Fahd University of
Petroleum and Minerals, Saudi Arabia.
Written by the leading scholar on African, this
comprehensive text examines three key issue areas in
Africa: politics, society, and economy. It demonstrates
how the lack of consideration for domestic norms and
societal realities explain the weaker institutions and lack of
development on the African continent. The chapters
examine critical issues such as gender, ethnicity and
constitution development, legitimacy and the state, the
correlation between abundant resources and instability,
the dilemmas of political dynasties, international economic
regimes and Africa’s economy, and more. Featuring
many case studies, including Kenya, South Africa,
Senegal, Ghana, Nigeria, Tanzania, Morocco, Togo,
DRC, Ethiopia, Rwanda, the book provides some
explanation of underdevelopment in Africa, linking the
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historical and colonial realities that hinder democratic
consolidation to contemporary African politics, society
and economy.
The Economics of Music Composition in the Eighteenth
and Nineteenth Centuries
De-coding New Regionalism
Political, Social and Economic Challenges
New Perspectives on Pakistan's Political Economy
Asia in the Twenty-first Century
Sustainability and the Political Economy of Welfare
Worlds Apart
Care work, both paid and unpaid, contributes to well-being,
social development and economic growth. But the costs of
providing care are unequally borne across gender and social
class. Feminist scholarship on the gendered construction of
welfare provisioning and welfare regimes has produced a
conceptually strong and empirically grounded analysis of care,
reinforcing the necessity of rethinking the distinctions between
"the public" and "the private" as well as the links between
them. Yet this analysis, premised on post-industrial contexts,
does not travel easily to other parts of the world. Many of its
core assumptions – about family structures, labor markets,
state capacities, and public social provisioning – do not hold for
a wider range of countries. Drawing on original research on the
care economy in three developing regions (Africa, Asia, Latin
America), this volume addresses a major empirical lacuna while
facilitating a conversation across the North-South divide.
This book brings together scholars from different disciplines to
examine the evolving patterns of economic organisation across
Northeast and Southeast Asia against the backdrop of market
liberalisation, political changes and periodic economic crises
since the 1990s. More specifically, it provides an
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interdisciplinary account of variations, continuities and changes
in the institutional structures that shape business systems and
practices and govern innovation patterns, together with
analyses of their impact on established systems of economic
coordination and control. In line with this analytical focus, the
project has three different yet interrelated objectives. In the
first place, building on the comparative business systems
framework, it elucidates the nature and properties of business
system changes and continuities in Asia since the 1990s. Second,
it develops novel theoretical propositions concerning the
primary causes of these changes and continuities, representing a
collective effort to theorise the changing varieties of Asian
economic organisation. Finally, it explores the causal pathways
through which the changing institutional structures governing
business systems have shaped and reshaped innovation
strategies and trajectories across the national, sectoral and firm
levels of analysis.
Making sense of Saudi Arabia is crucially important today. The
kingdom's western province contains the heart of Islam, and it
is the United States' closest Arab ally and the largest producer
of oil in the world. However, the country is undergoing rapid
change: its aged leadership is ceding power to a new generation,
and its society, dominated by young people, is restive. Saudi
Arabia has long remained closed to foreign scholars, with a
select few academics allowed into the kingdom over the past
decade. This book presents the fruits of their research as well as
those of the most prominent Saudi academics in the field. This
volume focuses on different sectors of Saudi society and
examines how the changes of the past few decades have affected
each. It reflects new insights and provides the most up-to-date
research on the country's social, cultural, economic and political
dynamics.
This is the first book to compare the distinctive welfare states of
Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern Europe. Stephan
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Haggard and Robert Kaufman trace the historical origins of
social policy in these regions to crucial political changes in the
mid-twentieth century, and show how the legacies of these early
choices are influencing welfare reform following
democratization and globalization. After World War II,
communist regimes in Eastern Europe adopted wide-ranging
socialist entitlements while conservative dictatorships in East
Asia sharply limited social security but invested in education. In
Latin America, where welfare systems were instituted earlier,
unequal social-security systems favored formal sector workers
and the middle class. Haggard and Kaufman compare the
different welfare paths of the countries in these regions
following democratization and the move toward more open
economies. Although these transformations generated pressure
to reform existing welfare systems, economic performance and
welfare legacies exerted a more profound influence. The
authors show how exclusionary welfare systems and economic
crisis in Latin America created incentives to adopt liberal socialpolicy reforms, while social entitlements from the communist
era limited the scope of liberal reforms in the new democracies
of Eastern Europe. In East Asia, high growth and permissive
fiscal conditions provided opportunities to broaden social
entitlements in the new democracies. This book highlights the
importance of placing the contemporary effects of
democratization and globalization into a broader historical
context.
Food Security and Sociopolitical Stability
Socio-Political and Economic Challenges in South Asia
A Resource Book
Social, Political, and Economic Contexts in Public Relations
Political Crises, Social Conflict and Economic Development
Challenges in the 21st Century
Towards an International Political Economy of Artificial
Intelligence
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May 5, 2018 marked the 200th anniversary of the birth of Karl
Heinrich Marx, German scientist, philosopher, economist, and
sociologist. His creative genius created a system-functional model
of contemporary society, defined its socio-economic character,
and formulated scientific and philosophical approaches for its
cognition. Marx also developed methodological clues for
identifying and substantiating the economic nature of
phenomena, processes and the socio-economic relations that
mediate them, which are of critical relevance today. Before Marx,
political economy was an eclectic combination of separate
theories and concepts espoused by various philosophers. Marx
was able to transform the field into a coherent science with a
single systemic approach. Today, the generally recognized
economic mainstream has no way of explaining in detail the
causes of the ongoing global economic crisis. However, it is
generally accepted that modern Marxist legacy researchers have
advantages in their analyses. They believe that at the start of the
21st century capitalism does not tend to self-destruct. However,
its failings are more and more clearly manifested. They believe
that the capitalist system has not outlived its weaknesses, and the
old bourgeois financiers have not been replaced, as was
necessary, by a generation of new leaders armed with new
methods of management and capable of coming up with
solutions to current problems. The philosophical underpinnings
of the capitalist economic system have laid a time bomb under
the whole ideology of capitalism. Capitalism as a development
system ceases to exist. The truth, which was found in the past
writings of Marx, cannot be completely rejected, nor should it be
venerated as a museum exhibit. This book is aimed at reactivating
fundamental political and economic studies on the rules and
functioning of the global geo-economic system from the point of
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view of a modern interpretation of Karl Marx's concept of
objective processes in the conditions of the current systemic crisis
of capitalism.
This book is a compilation of well researched papers that
examine the evolving economic, political and social landscape of
South Asia. While celebrating the economic and political growth
of the countries of the region, it also highlights the challenges that
they are likely to face in the coming years, such as the domestic
strife in Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan and the
region's external relations with key global players like East Asia
and the United States. Socio-Political and Economic Challenges
in South Asia brings together some of the best minds to provide
fresh insights. On a micro-level, it engages with various issues
related to South Asian countries such as the domestic policies of
Nepal with respect to Maoists, caretaker governments of
Bangladesh, the strategic and security implications of the July
2005 India-United States Civilian Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement, etc. On a macro-level, it explores South Asia's
external relations with key global players such as East Asia and the
United States, and how this in turn influences the relations
among the countries of the region. The book will be of great
relevance to public servants dealing with domestic issues, as well
as foreign policy officials and scholars working on South Asia
politics.
This volume seeks to leverage academic interdisciplinarity to
develop insight into how Artificial intelligence (AI), the latest
GPT to emerge, may influence or radically change socio-political
norms, practices, and institutions. AI may best be understood as
a predictive technology. “Prediction is the process of filling in
missing information. Prediction takes information you have,
often called ‘data’, and uses it to generate information you
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don’t have” (Agrawal, Gans, and Goldfarb 2018, 13; also see
Mayer-Schonberger and Ramge 2018). AI makes prediction
cheap because the cost of information is now close to zero.
Cheap prediction through AI technologies are radically altering
how we govern ourselves, interact with each other, and sustain
society. Contributors to this volume represent the academic
disciplines of Sociology and Political Science working within a
diverse set of intra-disciplinary fields that when combined, yield
novel insights into the following questions guiding this volume:
How might AI transform people? How might AI transform sociopolitical practices? How might AI transform socio-political
institutions?
Current Economic, Socio-political, and Institutional Trends and
Issues
Saudi Arabia in Transition
Shifting Socio-political Contexts in Central Europe and Latin
America
Germany’s Political Economy after the Social Democratic
Century
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