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American Dream Research Paper
This book is a story about my life which is based on the dreams of being great and successful as a young boy
who afterwards came to the United States of America to pursue my dream. Upon reaching the land of the United
Stated of America, the perspective of the dream was therefore changed to the American dream and I started
following the American dream and halted from pursuing it for a few years to say the least. While I was on a
hiatus from pursuing the dream, I felt that a major part of my life was missing because I did not fulfill the dream.
Henceforth, I eventually restarted to follow the big American dream that I once had, but this time with enormous
hope and stronger faith. I endured several predicaments and obstacles during my efforts to taste the American
dream. But with faith, my belief in Americas exceptionalism, perseverance, hard work, diligence, efforts, prayers,
and self determination, I eventually succeeded even after I failed several times in those endeavors because of
hope, faith, and the mind set that I have to make it regardless of what the obstacles could be. I made it through
although it is only the beginning of the attainment of my dream. The theme of the story is to convince readers
that faith, perseverance, efforts, determination and dedication and passion were the key constituents to my
success of attaining the American dream and it is therefore possible for anyone to achieve any dream as long as
they are willing to use and apply faith, hope, diligence, hard work, efforts, and perseverance.
Inclusion in the American Dream brings together leading scholars and policy experts on the topic of asset
building, particularly as this relates to public policy. The typical American household accumulates most of its
assets in home equity and retirement accounts, both of which are subsidized through the tax system. But the
poor, for the most part, do not participate in these asset accumulation policies. The challenge is to expand the
asset-based policy structure so that everyone is included.
An Amazon Best History Book of 2019 "A splendid and beautifully written illustration of the tremendous
importance public policy has for the daily lives of ordinary people." —Ryan Cooper, Washington Monthly Over
the last generation, the United States has undergone seismic changes. Stable institutions have given way to
frictionless transactions, which are celebrated no matter what collateral damage they generate. The
concentration of great wealth has coincided with the fraying of social ties and the rise of inequality. How did all
this come about? In Transaction Man, Nicholas Lemann explains the United States’—and the world’s—great
transformation by examining three remarkable individuals who epitomized and helped create their eras. Adolf
Berle, Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s chief theorist of the economy, imagined a society dominated by large
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corporations, which a newly powerful federal government had forced to become benign and stable institutions,
contributing to the public good by offering stable employment and generous pensions. By the 1970s, the
corporations’ large stockholders grew restive under this regime, and their chief theoretician, Harvard Business
School’s Michael Jensen, insisted that firms should maximize shareholder value, whatever the consequences.
Today, Silicon Valley titans such as the LinkedIn cofounder and venture capitalist Reid Hoffman hope
“networks” can reknit our social fabric. Lemann interweaves these fresh and vivid profiles with a history of the
Morgan Stanley investment bank from the 1930s through the financial crisis of 2008, while also tracking the rise
and fall of a working-class Chicago neighborhood and the family-run car dealerships at its heart. Incisive and
sweeping, Transaction Man is the definitive account of the reengineering of America and the enormous impact it
has had on us all.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST
NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE
AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL
SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of
America’s racial history by “the most important essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the national
political conversation about race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE
DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The Washington
Post • People • Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle • Chicago
Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a profound work that pivots from the
biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, TaNehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation’s history and current crisis.
Americans have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on
the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened,
locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within
it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? Between
the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son.
Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world
through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side
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of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken
as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally
charged reportage, Between the World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and
offers a transcendent vision for a way forward.
Who Stole the American Dream?
Contemporary Social Controversies and the American Community Survey
Chinese Americans in the Ancestral Homeland
Pain and Pleasure in the Era of Downsizing
Between the World and Me
The Entangled History of "America First" and "the American Dream"
Our Kids
Data and the American DreamContemporary Social Controversies and the American Community SurveySpringer Nature
The acclaimed debut novel by the author of Little Fires Everywhere and Our Missing Hearts “A taut tale of ever deepening and
quickening suspense.” —O, the Oprah Magazine “Explosive . . . Both a propulsive mystery and a profound examination of a mixedrace family.” —Entertainment Weekly “Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet.” So begins this exquisite novel about a Chinese
American family living in 1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favorite child of Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are determined
that she will fulfill the dreams they were unable to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in the local lake, the delicate balancing act
that has been keeping the Lee family together is destroyed, tumbling them into chaos. A profoundly moving story of family, secrets,
and longing, Everything I Never Told You is both a gripping page-turner and a sensitive family portrait, uncovering the ways in which
mothers and daughters, fathers and sons, and husbands and wives struggle, all their lives, to understand one another.
Publisher Description
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1,3, University of
Duisburg-Essen, course: Proseminar: An Introduction to American Civilization, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: “We were brought up to succeed, weren’t we?” (Arthur Miller “The Price”, 109). Is this true? Were we really brought up only
to succeed in order to achieve material aplenty and is this what the American Dream is all about: Success as the reason for living? In
my research paper I will try to find an answer to these questions by looking at the origin of the concept of the American Dream, the
critical interpretation of the American Dream referring to itschange of values. Furthermore, I am going to discuss the influence of the
American Dream on popular imagination and, as a conclusion, I will briefly state the effect it has on political rhetoric. So, the main
purpose of my paper is to show that the notion of the American Dream has not always been identified with materialism but with
success primarily as a God given task intended for self-salvation. Therefore, I will point out how this aspect of a success in religious
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and moral terms changed into an aspect of material success only. Further, I will show, according to this change that the aspect of
material success promotes selfish individuals instead of a “Great Society” in which the American Dream is realized in the community
since there is “nothing whatever in a fortune merely in itself” (Adams “The Epic of America”, 416). While the American Dream stands
on the one hand for a land of opportunity where everyone is given the chance of attaining something according to one’s ability, the
American Dream stands on the other hand for a struggle to succeed without much social or emotional support that eventually turns
into an American nightmare.
A Cultural History
A Novel ; a Struggle Between a Father of the Old World and a Daughter of the New
Behold, America
In Hope and in Faith
O Pioneers!
Better Than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream
Slavery and the Commerce Power
Born in Warsaw, raised in a Hasidic community, and reaching maturity in secular Jewish Vilna
and cosmopolitan Berlin, Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-1972) escaped Nazism and immigrated to
the United States in 1940. This lively and readable book tells the comprehensive story of his
life and work in America, his politics and personality, and how he came to influence not only
Jewish debate but also wider religious and cultural debates in the postwar decades. A worthy
sequel to his widely-praised biography of Heschel's early years, Edward Kaplan's new volume
draws on previously unseen archives, FBI files, interviews with people who knew Heschel, and
analyses of his extensive writings. Kaplan explores Heschel's shy and private side, his
spiritual radicalism, and his vehement defence of the Hebrew prophets' ideal of absolute
integrity and truth in ethical and political life. Of special interest are Heschel's interfaith
activities, including a secret meeting with Pope Paul VI during Vatican II, his commitment to
civil rights with Martin Luther King, Jr., his views on the state of Israel, and his opposition
to the Vietnam War. A tireless challenger to spiritual and religious complacency, Heschel
stands as a dramatically important witness.
This book paints a portrait of social life in America by providing an accessible discussion of
empirical economics research on issues such as illegal immigration, health care and climate
change. All the studies in this book use the same data source: individual responses to the
American Community Survey (ACS), the nation's largest household survey. The author identifies
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studies that clearly illustrate core econometric methods (such as regression control and
difference-in-differences), replicates key statistics from the studies, and helps the reader to
carefully interpret the statistics. This book has a companion website with replication files in
R and Stata format. The Appendix to this book contains a guide to using the free R software,
downloading the ACS and other public-use microdata, and running the replication files, which
assumes no background knowledge on the part of the reader beyond introductory statistics. By
opening up the hood on how top scholars use core econometric methods to analyze large data
sets, a motivated reader with a decent computer and Internet connection can use this book to
learn not only how to replicate published research, but also to extend the analysis to create
new knowledge about important social phenomena. A more casual reader can skip the online
supplements and still gain data-driven insights into social and economic behavior. The book
concludes by describing how careful empirical estimates can guide decision making, through costbenefit analysis, to find public policies that lead to greater happiness while accounting for
environmental, public health and other impacts. With its accessible discussion, glossary,
detailed learning goals, end of chapter review questions and companion resources, this book is
ideal for use as a supplementary volume in introductory econometrics or research methods
courses.
Pulitzer Prize winner Hedrick Smith’s new book is an extraordinary achievement, an eye-opening
account of how, over the past four decades, the American Dream has been dismantled and we
became two Americas. In his bestselling The Russians, Smith took millions of readers inside the
Soviet Union. In The Power Game, he took us inside Washington’s corridors of power. Now Smith
takes us across America to show how seismic changes, sparked by a sequence of landmark
political and economic decisions, have transformed America. As only a veteran reporter can,
Smith fits the puzzle together, starting with Lewis Powell’s provocative memo that triggered a
political rebellion that dramatically altered the landscape of power from then until today.
This is a book full of surprises and revelations—the accidental beginnings of the 401(k) plan,
with disastrous economic consequences for many; the major policy changes that began under Jimmy
Carter; how the New Economy disrupted America’s engine of shared prosperity, the “virtuous
circle” of growth, and how America lost the title of “Land of Opportunity.” Smith documents the
transfer of $6 trillion in middle-class wealth from homeowners to banks even before the housing
boom went bust, and how the U.S. policy tilt favoring the rich is stunting America’s economic
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growth. This book is essential reading for all of us who want to understand America today, or
why average Americans are struggling to keep afloat. Smith reveals how pivotal laws and
policies were altered while the public wasn’t looking, how Congress often ignores public
opinion, why moderate politicians got shoved to the sidelines, and how Wall Street often wins
politically by hiring over 1,400 former government officials as lobbyists. Smith talks to a
wide range of people, telling the stories of Americans high and low. From political leaders
such as Bill Clinton, Newt Gingrich, and Martin Luther King, Jr., to CEOs such as Al Dunlap,
Bob Galvin, and Andy Grove, to heartland Middle Americans such as airline mechanic Pat O’Neill,
software systems manager Kristine Serrano, small businessman John Terboss, and subcontractor
Eliseo Guardado, Smith puts a human face on how middle-class America and the American Dream
have been undermined. This magnificent work of history and reportage is filled with the
penetrating insights, provocative discoveries, and the great empathy of a master journalist.
Finally, Smith offers ideas for restoring America’s great promise and reclaiming the American
Dream. Praise for Who Stole the American Dream? “[A] sweeping, authoritative examination of the
last four decades of the American economic experience.”—The Huffington Post “Some fine work has
been done in explaining the mess we’re in. . . . But no book goes to the headwaters with the
precision, detail and accessibility of Smith.”—The Seattle Times “Sweeping in scope . . .
[Smith] posits some steps that could alleviate the problems of the United States.”—USA Today
“Brilliant . . . [a] remarkably comprehensive and coherent analysis of and prescriptions for
America’s contemporary economic malaise.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Smith enlivens his
narrative with portraits of the people caught up in events, humanizing complex subjects often
rendered sterile in economic analysis. . . . The human face of the story is inseparable from
the history.”—Reuters
The United States has been epitomized as a land of opportunity, where hard work and skill can
bring personal success and economic well-being. The American Dream has captured the imagination
of people from all walks of life, and to many, it represents the heart and soul of the country.
But there is another, darker side to the bargain that America strikes with its people -- it is
the price we pay for our individual pursuit of the American Dream. That price can be found in
the economic hardship present in the lives of millions of Americans. In Chasing the American
Dream, leading social scientists Mark Robert Rank, Thomas A. Hirschl, and Kirk A. Foster
provide a new and innovative look into a curious dynamic -- the tension between the promise of
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economic opportunities and rewards and the amount of turmoil that Americans encounter in their
quest for those rewards. The authors explore questions such as: -What percentage of Americans
achieve affluence, and how much income mobility do we actually have? -Are most Americans able
to own a home, and at what age? -How is it that nearly 80 percent of us will experience
significant economic insecurity at some point between ages 25 and 60? -How can access to the
American Dream be increased? Combining personal interviews with dozens of Americans and a
longitudinal study covering 40 years of income data, the authors tell the story of the American
Dream and reveal a number of surprises. The risk of economic vulnerability has increased
substantially over the past four decades, and the American Dream is becoming harder to reach
and harder to keep. Yet for most Americans, the Dream lies not in wealth, but in economic
security, pursuing one's passions, and looking toward the future. Chasing the American Dream
provides us with a new understanding into the dynamics that shape our fortunes and a deeper
insight into the importance of the American Dream for the future of the country.
The Satanic Verses
The American Dream
Everything I Never Told You
I Was Their American Dream
Data and the American Dream
The Epic of America
Unlocking the American Dream At a time when deep divisions headline the national discourse on equality,
Reclaiming the American Dream: Proven Solutions for Creating Economic Opportunity for All uses real-world
examples to illustrate how America can evolve to include everyone in its promise of opportunity. Living Cities
President and CEO Ben Hecht has spent decades exploring how leaders take proactive measures to combat
growing racial disparity, without relying on slow-moving policies or the whims of Washington, D.C., to make
changes in their own backyards. The strategies highlighted in Reclaiming the American Dream offer a blueprint
for how communities can rekindle the promise of the American Dream through improving educational
opportunities, strengthening civic engagement, and providing a ladder to economic security. Each of us—whether
as an elected leader, engaged neighbor, corporate CEO, philanthropist, or investor—can act right now to secure
the economic future of our country and help level the playing field for struggling Americans everywhere.
Now in a vibrant four-color format, THE SUNDANCE READER, Seventh Edition, features more than 70 concise yet
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distinct essays drawn from a range of academic disciplines and professions to appeal to students with diverse
backgrounds and interests. Combining classic and contemporary, traditional and provocative, this rich collection
of engaging essays and articles emphasizes critical thinking, careful analysis, and effective writing to help
students master essential composition skills that will serve them well throughout their academic and professional
careers. Topics are as varied as the environment, culture, social issues, the media, and business. Almost half of
the selections are new, including works by William Safire, Jessica Valenti, Robert Reich and Al Gore. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the
ebook version.
Tells a story about the strange relationship of two migrant workers who are able to realize their dreams of an
easy life until one of them succumbs to his weakness for soft, helpless creatures and strangles a farmer's wife.
The lives of two different couples--wealthy Los Angeles liberals Delaney and Kyra Mossbacher, and Candido and
America Rincon, a pair of Mexican illegals--suddenly collide, in a story that unfolds from the shifting viewpoints
of the various characters.
The Pursuit of the American Dream
The Wealth of Networks
Outsourcing the American Dream
Harriet and the Piper (EasyRead Comfort Edition)
The Cambridge Companion to American Realism and Naturalism
Chasing the American Dream
Dialogues in U.S. Studies

This inspiring black family success story centers on an exceptional woman, Maggie Comer,
whose American dream brought her from abject poverty in the rural South to become the
mother of five outstanding achievers. Told first through Maggie's own words, then through
those of her son James - an award-winning child psychiatrist and brilliant educator Maggie's American Dream is an unforgettable chronicle of courage and resourcefulness, of
pride and achievement, of daring to dream despite the odds. Book jacket.
There is no better way to understand America than by understanding the cultural history
of the American Dream. Rather than just a powerful philosophy or ideology, the Dream is
thoroughly woven into the fabric of everyday life, playing a vital role in who we are,
what we do, and why we do it. No other idea or mythology has as much influence on our
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individual and collective lives. Tracing the history of the phrase in popular culture,
Samuel gives readers a field guide to the evolution of our national identity over the
last eighty years.Samuel tells the story chronologically, revealing that there have been
six major eras of the mythology since the phrase was coined in 1931. Relying mainly on
period magazines and newspapers as his primary source material, the author demonstrates
that journalists serving on the front lines of the scene represent our most valuable
resource to recover unfiltered stories of the Dream. The problem, Samuel reveals, is that
it does not exist; the Dream is just that, a product of our imagination. That it is not
real ultimately turns out to be the most significant finding and what makes the story
most compelling.
A Smithsonian Magazine Best History Book of 2018 The unknown history of two ideas crucial
to the struggle over what America stands for In Behold, America, Sarah Churchwell offers
a surprising account of twentieth-century Americans' fierce battle for the nation's soul.
It follows the stories of two phrases--the "American dream" and "America First"--that
once embodied opposing visions for America. Starting as a Republican motto before
becoming a hugely influential isolationist slogan during World War I, America First was
always closely linked with authoritarianism and white supremacy. The American dream,
meanwhile, initially represented a broad vision of democratic and economic equality.
Churchwell traces these notions through the 1920s boom, the Depression, and the rise of
fascism at home and abroad, laying bare the persistent appeal of demagoguery in America
and showing us how it was resisted. At a time when many ask what America's future holds,
Behold, America is a revelatory, unvarnished portrait of where we have been.
Few studies have highlighted the stories of middle-class children of immigrants who move
to their ancestral homelands—countries with which they share cultural ties but haven’t
necessarily had direct contact. Chasing the American Dream in China addresses this gap by
examining the lives of highly educated American-born Chinese (ABC) professionals who
“return” to the People’s Republic of China to build their careers. Analyzing the
motivations and experiences of these individuals deepens our knowledge about
transnationalism among the second-generation as they grapple with complex issues of
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identity and societal belonging in the ethnic homeland. This book demonstrates how these
professional migrants maneuver between countries and cultures to further their careers
and maximize opportunities in the rapidly changing global economy. When used
strategically, the versatile nature of their ethnic identities positions them as
indispensable bridges between the global superpowers of China and the United States in
their competition for global dominance.
A Graphic Memoir
Pen Drawing
The Sundance Reader
How Social Production Transforms Markets and Freedom
Inclusion in the American Dream
Transaction Man
How Technology Is Transforming Lending and Shaping a New Era of Small Business
Opportunity
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1,3, University of Duisburg-Essen, course:
Proseminar: An Introduction to American Civilization, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: "We were brought up to succeed, weren't
we?" (Arthur Miller "The Price," 109). Is this true? Were we really brought up only to succeed in order to achieve material aplenty and is this what the
American Dream is all about: Success as the reason for living? In my research paper I will try to find an answer to these questions by looking at the origin of
the concept of the American Dream, the critical interpretation of the American Dream referring to itschange of values. Furthermore, I am going to discuss
the influence of the American Dream on popular imagination and, as a conclusion, I will briefly state the effect it has on political rhetoric. So, the main
purpose of my paper is to show that the notion of the American Dream has not always been identified with materialism but with success primarily as a God
given task intended for self-salvation. Therefore, I will point out how this aspect of a success in religious and moral terms changed into an aspect of material
success only. Further, I will show, according to this change that the aspect of material success promotes selfish individuals instead of a "Great Society" in
which the American Dream is realized in the community since there is "nothing whatever in a fortune merely in itself" (Adams "The Epic of America," 416).
While the American Dream stands on the one hand for a land of opportunity where everyone is given the chance of attaining something according to one's
ability, the American Dream stands on the other hand for a struggle to succeed without much social or emotional support that eventually turns into an
American nightmare.
The explosion of a jetliner over India triggers an Apocalyptic battle that sweeps across the subcontinent. Reprint.
An examination of "enhancement technologies" in America considers the pervasiveness of self-improvement drugs and procedures in spite of society's
general unease about their use, considering the reasons why people obsessively pursue self-happiness through conformist methods. Reprint. 13,000 first
printing.
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This book states that, after Cavell's celebrated reading of 'King Lear' turned into a nightmarish meditation on Vietnam, he found a more audible voice. Here,
the poetry of ideas and presence of mind that animate Cavell's writing receive readings attuned to the spirit of their composition and its enlivening powers.
The Tortilla Curtain
A Savage Journey to the Heart of the American Dream
From Howells to London
Choosing Schools and Inheriting Inequality in the Land of Opportunity
Assets, Poverty, and Public Policy
Notions of the American Dream in Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s novel "Americanah"
The American Dream Deferred

Outsourcing the American Dream addresses an interesting paradox: in a time of unprecedented
prosperity, why have millions of Americans lost faith in their ability to prosper? Why do millions of
Americans fail to achieve financial abundance in a nation where unlimited economic opportunity abounds?
Today’s business environment is chaotic, to say the least – continually shifting political and social
conditions, market dislocations, rapid technological obsolescence, and turbulent international competition.
The most common response to such fragmentary business patterns has been corporate downsizing.
Numerous corporations have indiscriminately cut layers of management and technical expertise to reduce
corporate costs, strengthen share price, or take advantage of technological advances. In Outsourcing the
American Dream, the author argues the number one reason for all business failures in America is the lack
of bold, decisive, and visionary leadership in business and government. Based on his first-hand experience
and research, Outsourcing the American Dream explores the often devastating consequences of corporate
mismanagement and downsizing; offers innovative solutions for leaders in business and government; and
candidly discusses the individual’s own responsibility for job security and career satisfaction. Outsourcing
the American Dream offers something for anyone seeking to take control of his or her own life and
destiny.
Originally published in 1931 by Little, Brown, and Company.
50th Anniversary Edition • With an introduction by Caity Weaver, acclaimed New York Times journalist
This cult classic of gonzo journalism is the best chronicle of drug-soaked, addle-brained, rollicking good
times ever committed to the printed page. It is also the tale of a long weekend road trip that has gone
down in the annals of American pop culture as one of the strangest journeys ever undertaken. Also a
major motion picture directed by Terry Gilliam, starring Johnny Depp and Benicio del Toro.
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Describes how patterns of information, knowledge, and cultural production are changing. The author
shows that the way information and knowledge are made available can either limit or enlarge the ways
people create and express themselves. He describes the range of legal and policy choices that confront.
Maggie's American Dream
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas
Chasing the American Dream in China
How the Struggle Against the Interstate Slave Trade Led to the Civil War
An Illustrated Treatise
Fintech, Small Business & the American Dream
Hungry Hearts
Seminar paper from the year 2020 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1.0, University of Constance (FB Literatur, Kunst- und Medienwissenschaften), course: Writing Africa,
language: English, abstract: The present research paper aims to prove in a first step that the American Dream
acts as a leitmotif throughout the entire novel, thus showing that it is ideally suited as an object of
investigation, in order to explore and discuss in a further step whether Ifemelu's American Dream can
ultimately be regarded as fulfilled or disappointed, including the emphasis on important literary topoi such as
race, the question of women’s rights and social matters. Due to the paper’s given length and the particular
subject chosen, the following analysis will mainly focus on Ifemelu and her experiences, as she actually leaves
Nigeria for the U.S. and then comes back to her home country, thus representing the perfect research subject
under the thesis of the American Dream, it’s reliving and consequences through her personae. As for Obinze,
who experiences similar difficulties in the U.K., a comparison does present itself, but can only be the subject
of another research paper.
In this landmark of American fiction, Cather tells the story of young Alexandra Bergson, whose dying father
leaves her in charge of the family and of the Nebraska lands they have struggled to farm.
A triumphant tale of self-discovery, a celebration of a family's rich heritage, and a love letter to American
immigrant freedom. I Was Their American Dream is at once a journal of growing up and a reminder of the
thousands of immigrants who come to America in search for a better life for themselves and their children.
The daughter of parents with unfulfilled dreams themselves, Malaka navigated her childhood chasing her
parents' ideals, learning to code-switch between her family's Filipino and Egyptian customs, adapting to white
culture to fit in, crushing on skater boys, and trying to understand the tension between holding onto cultural
values and trying to be an all-American kid. In a graphic novel format, Malaka Gharib's illustrations bring to
life her teenage antics and illuminate earnest questions about identity and culture, while providing thoughtful
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insight into the lives of modern immigrants and the generation of millennial children they raised. Malaka's
upbringing will look familiar to anyone who grew up in the pre-internet era, but her particular story is a
heartfelt tribute to the American immigrants who have invested their future in the promise of the American
dream.
A New York Times bestseller and “a passionate, urgent” (The New Yorker) examination of the growing
inequality gap from the bestselling author of Bowling Alone: why fewer Americans today have the opportunity
for upward mobility. Central to the very idea of America is the principle that we are a nation of opportunity.
But over the last quarter century we have seen a disturbing “opportunity gap” emerge. We Americans have
always believed that those who have talent and try hard will succeed, but this central tenet of the American
Dream seems no longer true or at the least, much less true than it was. In Our Kids, Robert Putnam offers a
personal and authoritative look at this new American crisis, beginning with the example of his high school
class of 1959 in Port Clinton, Ohio. The vast majority of those students went on to lives better than those of
their parents. But their children and grandchildren have faced diminishing prospects. Putnam tells the tale of
lessening opportunity through poignant life stories of rich, middle class, and poor kids from cities and suburbs
across the country, brilliantly blended with the latest social-science research. “A truly masterful volume”
(Financial Times), Our Kids provides a disturbing account of the American dream that is “thoughtful and
persuasive” (The Economist). Our Kids offers a rare combination of individual testimony and rigorous
evidence: “No one can finish this book and feel complacent about equal opportunity” (The New York Times
Book Review).
The American Dream in Crisis
Born to succeed? The American Dream
Bread Givers
A Novel
Of Mice and Men
Shakespeare, Philosophy, and Hollywood Movies
The Life and Times of a Black Family
The scholars included in this collection sought to indicate more contemporary working definitions for
the expression "American Dream", or rather Dreams. The multidisciplinary selections come from many
countries and represent scholars from different backgrounds. They reflect the current developments and
approaches in the field of US Studies and we hope to help broaden the scope of programs in higher
education institutions. The chapters are thematically organized in two sections: “Initial Dialogues” and
“Comparative Dialogues.” The first one comprises essays that set the foundations for our discussions and
intends to familiarize newcomers with the theme. The second section extends the possibilities of working
comparatively with the American Dreams and a number of other interdisciplinary fields of interest for US
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Studies programs.
Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) shares the story of his father’s journey from poverty to middle-class
prosperity, but says the bargain that helped his father and other workers achieve the American Dream is
now broken. Sen. Booker reflects on the trends and practices contributing to stagnant wages in the
United States, including a corporate culture that favors shareholder payouts over investments in
workers; barriers to worker mobility, like non-compete clauses; and the “fissuring” of the workforce, as
companies today are more likely to contract out labor to low-cost vendors rather than employ directly.
Senator Booker calls for policies that will address these and related challenges, expand opportunity for
all Americans, and restore the bargain for all who seek it.
In contemporary America, the racial wealth gap is growing, with families transmitting race and class
inequalities from generation to generation. Yet Americans continue to hold deep-rooted beliefs in the
principles of individualism, equal opportunity, and meritocracy. Education, the "Great Equalizer," is
supposed to level the playing field, ensuring that every child—regardless of family of origin—gets an
equal chance at success. Drawing on in-depth interviews with 200 black and white families, The American
Dream and the Power of Wealth starkly reveals the enormous extent to which parents defend their beliefs
in the values that lie at the heart of the American Dream. Yet the way wealth is acquired and the way it
is used categorically puts children from different families on vastly different educational
trajectories, leaving them with uneven sets of opportunities.
Small businesses are the backbone of the U.S. economy. They are the biggest job creators and offer a
path to the American Dream. But for many, it is difficult to get the capital they need to operate and
succeed. In the Great Recession, access to capital for small businesses froze, and in the aftermath,
many community banks shuttered their doors and other lenders that had weathered the storm turned to more
profitable avenues. For years after the financial crisis, the outlook for many small businesses was
bleak. But then a new dawn of financial technology, or “fintech,” emerged. Beginning in 2010, new
fintech entrepreneurs recognized the gaps in the small business lending market and revolutionized the
customer experience for small business owners. Instead of Xeroxing a pile of paperwork and waiting weeks
for an answer, small businesses filled out applications online and heard back within hours, sometimes
even minutes. Banks scrambled to catch up. Technology companies like Amazon, PayPal, and Square entered
the market, and new possibilities for even more transformative products and services began to appear. In
Fintech, Small Business & the American Dream, former U.S. Small Business Administrator and Senior Fellow
at Harvard Business School, Karen G. Mills, focuses on the needs of small businesses for capital and how
technology will transform the small business lending market. This is a market that has been plagued by
frictions: it is hard for a lender to figure out which small businesses are creditworthy, and borrowers
often don’t know how much money or what kind of loan they need. New streams of data have the power to
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illuminate the opaque nature of a small business’s finances, making it easier for them to weather bumpy
cash flows and providing more transparency to potential lenders. Mills charts how fintech has changed
and will continue to change small business lending, and how financial innovation and wise regulation can
restore a path to the American Dream. An ambitious book grappling with the broad significance of small
business to the economy, the historical role of credit markets, the dynamics of innovation cycles, and
the policy implications for regulation, Fintech, Small Business & the American Dream is relevant to
bankers, fintech investors, and regulators; in fact, to anyone who is interested in the future of small
business in America.
American Dreams
Stanley Cavell's American Dream
Reclaiming the American Dream
The Rise of the Deal and the Decline of the American Dream
The American Dream and the Power of Wealth
Proven Solutions for Creating Economic Opportunity for All
Understanding What Shapes Our Fortunes

In stories that draw heavily on her own life, Anzia Yezierska portrays the immigrant's struggle
to become a "real" American, in such stories as "Yekl," "Hunger," "The Fat of the Land," and
"How I Found America." Set mostly in New York's Lower East Side, the stories brilliantly evoke
the oppressive atmosphere of crowded streets and shabby tenements and lay bare the despair of
families trapped in unspeakable poverty, working at demeaning jobs, and coping with the barely
hidden prejudices of their new land. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles,
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-todate translations by award-winning translators.
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