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'My name is David James Forrester. I'm a solicitor. Tonight, at 6.10, I killed
my wife. This is my statement.' David sits in his car, sick to his stomach
and barely able to order his thoughts, but determined to record his
statement of events. His wife, Elle, hovers over her lifeless body as it lies
on the laundry floor of the house they shared. David thinks back on their
relationship intimate, passionate, intense and what led to this violent
endpoint. Elle traces their shared past as well and her version of events
gradually reveals how wrong she was about the man she'd loved. Dark,
atmospheric and gripping, What Came Before is a stunning literary thriller
about the risks you take when you fall in love.
Summer 1893. In a small Norwegian fishing village, local girl Johanne
dutifully gathers berries for tourists and poses barefoot for painters as
‘The Strawberry Girl’. When Johanne becomes a maid for the wealthy Ihlen
family, their wayward daughter recruits her as a go-between in her pursuit
of the controversial painter Edvard Munch. But when she is asked to hide
more than just secrets, Johanne must decide whether to take the risk...
It is 1948 and a young American couple arrive in France for a holiday, full of
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anticipation and enthusiasm. But the countryside and people are warbattered, and their reception at the Chateau Beaumesnil is not all the openhearted Americans could wish for.
In 1941, Rob Coram is six. The war feels far removed from his world of
aunties and cousins and the beautiful, dry landscape of Geraldton in
Western Australia. But when his favourite, older cousin, Rick, leaves to join
the army, the war takes a step closer. When Rick returns from the war
several years later, he has changed and Rob feels betrayed. The old merrygo-round that represents Rob's dream of utopia (the security of his family
and of the land that is his home) begins to disintegrate before his eyes.
Bonding
Taming the Beast
What Came Before
Occupation
Snakes and Earrings
Incest
Cyberpunk as you've never seen it before… Science fiction is all about
outrageous ideas. Nice Malay girls breaking the rules. Censorship. Brain drain.
Moral policing. Migrant exploitation. All the stuff of fiction, obviously. But these
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14 short stories take it one step further. The nice Malay girls are cyborgs. The
spambots are people. The brains have drained into cyberspace, and the
censorship is inside your head. Welcome to Cyberpunk: Malaysia. (Contents in
this ebook are exactly the same as the print version, just with a different cover.)
Line-Up: Underneath Her Tudung / Angeline Woon Codes / Anna Tan Personal /
Sharmilla Ganesan Attack of The Spambots / Terence Toh ONE HUNDRED
YEARS: Machine / Rafil Elyas What the Andromaid Reads at Night / Ted Mahsun
KAKAK / William Tham Wai Liang The Wall That Wasn t a Wall / Kris Williamson
The Twins / Adiwijaya Iskandar October 11 / Chin Ai-May Undercover in Tanah
Firdaus / Tina Isaacs Unusual Suspects / Tariq Kamal The White Mask / Zedeck
Siew Extracts from DMZINE #13 (January 2115) / Foo Sek Han (Buku Fixi) (Fixi
Novo)
When more than 150 women testified in 2018 to the sexual abuse inflicted on
them by Dr. Larry Nassar when they were young, competitive gymnasts, they
exposed and transformed the conditions that shielded their violation, including
the testimonial disadvantages that cluster at the site of gender, youth, and
race. In Witnessing Girlhood, Leigh Gilmore and Elizabeth Marshall argue that
they also joined a long tradition of autobiographical writing led by women of
color in which adults use the figure and narrative of child witness to expose
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harm and seek justice. Witnessing Girlhood charts a history of how women use
life narrative to transform conditions of suffering, silencing, and injustice into
accounts that enjoin ethical response. Drawing on a deep and diverse archive
of self-representational forms̶slave narratives, testimonio, memoir, comics,
and picture books̶Gilmore and Marshall attend to how authors return to a
narrative of traumatized and silenced girlhood and the figure of the child
witness in order to offer public testimony. Emerging within these accounts are
key scenes and figures that link a range of texts and forms from the
mid‒nineteenth century to the contemporary period. Gilmore and Marshall
offer a genealogy of the reverberations across timelines, self-representational
acts, and jurisdictions of the child witness in life writing. Reconstructing these
historical and theoretical trajectories restores an intersectional testimonial
history of writing by women of color about sexual and racist violence to the
center of life writing and, in so doing, furthers our capacity to engage ethically
with representations of vulnerability, childhood, and collective witness.
A daring novel that made Christine Angot one of the most controversial figures
in contemporary France recounts the narrator's incestuous relationship with
her father. Tess Lewis's forceful translation brings into English this audacious
novel of taboo. The narrator is falling out from a torrential relationship with
Page 4/25

Get Free Autofiction Hitomi Kanehara
another woman. Delirious with love and yearning, her thoughts grow
increasingly cyclical and wild, until exposing the trauma lying behind her pain.
With the intimacy offered by a confession, the narrator embarks on a
psychoanalysis of herself, giving the reader entry into her tangled experiences
with homosexuality, paranoia, and, at the core of it all, incest. In a masterful
translation from the French by Tess Lewis, Christine Angot's Incest audaciously
confronts its readers with one of our greatest taboos.
Contemporary Feminist Life-Writing is the first volume to identify and analyse
the 'new audacity' of recent feminist writings from life. Characterised by
boldness in both style and content, willingness to explore difficult and
disturbing experiences, the refusal of victimhood, and a lack of respect for
traditional genre boundaries, new audacity writing takes risks with its author's
and others' reputations, and even, on occasion, with the law. This book offers
an examination and critical assessment of new audacity in works by Katherine
Angel, Alison Bechdel, Marie Calloway, Virginie Despentes, Tracey Emin, Sheila
Heti, Juliet Jacques, Chris Krauss, Jana Leo, Maggie Nelson, Vanessa Place, Paul
Preciado, and Kate Zambreno. It analyses how they write about women's selfauthorship, trans experiences, struggles with mental illness, sexual violence
and rape, and the desire for sexual submission. It engages with recent feminist
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and gender scholarship, providing discussions of vulnerability, victimhood,
authenticity, trauma, and affect.
Whatever You Love
Perspectives on Transnational Life Writing
Metabiography
The Case of Performance Funding
Digital Geishas and Talking Frogs
The New Audacity
A dazzling debut from one of Australia's most gifted young writers "Maguire keeps the
prose crackling and the dialogue lively ... from the first page to the last." Publishers
Weekly Sarah Clark's life is irrevocably changed at the age of 14 when her English
teacher, Mr Carr, seduces her after class. Their affair is illegal, erotic, passionate and
dangerous - a vicious meeting of minds and bodies. But when Mr Carr's wife discovers
the affair, he has to choose between them and moves to another city with his family.
Sarah is devastated and from that day on her life is defined by a series of meaningless,
self-abasing sexual encounters, hoping with each man that she will experience the
same delicious feelings she had with Mr Carr. Seven years later Daniel Carr walks back
into Sarah's life and she is drawn once again into the destructive relationship. Is Sarah
strong enough to "tame the beast"? PRAISE FOR EMILY MAGUIRE "At the heart of ...
Emily Maguire's work lies an urgent need to pull away at the interconnecting threads of
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morality, society and human relationships." Sydney Morning Herald "what you get,
along with a sharp mind and a keenness to investigate cultural confusions, is an
engaging ability to put the vitality of the story first." Weekend Australian
"This is one beautiful book."—Mia CoutoKnown and celebrated in Brazil and abroad for
his novel Resistance, Julián Fuks returns to his auto-fictional alter ego Sebastián in a
narrative alternating between the writer’s conversations with refugees occupying a
building in downtown São Paulo, his father’s sickness, and his wife’s pregnancy. With
impeccable prose, the author builds associations that go beyond the obvious, not only
between glimpsing a life's beginning and end, but also between the building’s
occupation and his wife's pregnancy — showcasing the various forms of occupation
while exposing the frailty of life, the risk of solitude and the brutality of not belonging.
This collection of letters from one of England's greatest comic writers includes his
humorous and touching correspondence with family, friends and great literary figures
of the 20th century, including Agatha Christie, George Orwell and Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle. 10,000 first printing.
"The notion of home has always been elusive. But as evidenced in these stories,
poems, and testaments, perhaps home is not so much a place, but a feeling one
embodies. I read this book and see my people--see us--and feel, in our collective
outsiderhood, at home." --Ocean Vuong, author of Night Sky with Exit Wounds Asian
diasporic writers imagine "home" in the twenty-first century through an array of fiction,
memoir, and poetry. Both urgent and meditative, this anthology moves beyond the
model-minority myth and showcases the singular intimacies of individuals figuring out
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what it means to belong.
CYBERPUNK: MALAYSIA
Autofiction
The Crimson Labyrinth
Unhinging the National Framework
What the Birds See
Contemporary Feminist Life-Writing

In Where You Once Belonged, the bestselling and award-winning novelist of Eventide,
Kent Haruf tells of a small-town hero who is dealt an enviable hand--and cheats with all
of the cards. Deftly plotted, defiantly honest, Where You Once Belonged sings the song
of a wounded prairie community in a narrative with the earmarks of a modern American
classic. In prose as lean and supple as a spring switch, Haruf describes a high school
football star who wins the heart of the loveliest girl in the county and the admiration of
men twice his age. Fun-loving, independent, Burdette engages in the occasional prank.
But when he turns into a man, his high jinks turn into crimes--with unspeakable
consequences. Now, eight years later, Burdette has returned to commit his greatest
trespass of all. And the people of Holt may not be able to stop him.
Yukie Sakai is a sprightly young home health aide eager to help her elderly clients. But
what seems like a straightforward job quickly turns into a series of increasingly surreal
and bizarre adventures that put Yukie’s wits to the test! Cartoonist Kago, who is well
known for combining a more traditional manga style with hyper realistic illustration
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technique, an experimental visual storytelling approach, and outrageously sexual and
scatological subject matter, has single-handedly created his own genre: “fashionable
paranoia."
Winner of the 1990 Australian/Vogel Award, GIllian Meares' debut novel is set on the
north coast of New South Wales and tells the story of the varied relationships and
personal growth of a 25-year-old woman in a rural community.
At a New England boarding school, a sex scandal is about to break. Even more
shocking than the sexual acts themselves is the fact that they were caught on
videotape. A Pandora's box of revelations, the tape triggers a chorus of voices -- those
of the men, women, teenagers, and parents involved in the scandal -- that details the
ways in which lives can be derailed or destroyed in one foolish moment. Writing with a
pace and intensity surpassing even her own greatest work, Anita Shreve delivers in
Testimony a gripping emotional drama with the impact of a thriller. No one more
compellingly explores the dark impulses that sway the lives of seeming innocents, the
needs and fears that drive ordinary men and women into intolerable dilemmas, and the
ways in which our best intentions can lead to our worst transgressions.
B. Proudew
Dementia 21
The Survivors
Testimony
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Identity and Representation in Autobiographical Comics
Reflecting on Biography
An exploration of how personal life-stories, when reconstructed as 'transnational lives,'
escape the confines of national histories and open up new avenues for interpreting
cultural identity, social mobility, and public memory.
projects, and an extensive bibliography. --Book Jacket.
"Maggie understands that splatter for splatter's sake is boring. Psychopathy is boring.
Coldness is boring. She's interested in feeling, and when her stories turn violent (as they
frequently do), it's with a surreal emotional barbarity that distorts the entire world. You can
mop up blood with any fabric. Maggie's concern is with the wound left behind, because
the wound never leaves-it haunts. As a result, each of these stories leaves a wound of its
own. Some weep, watching as you try (and fail) to recover. Others laugh. But never
without feeling." -B.R. Yeager, author of Negative Space "And once finished, I felt like my
tongue had been misplaced, guts heavy and expanded ... gums numb with a tongue that'd
been put elsewhere, my mouth clean around a pipe weaving up through pitch and shadow
... and well past ready, primed for delight, waiting but knowing I had already been filled to
skin; crying shit, hearing piss, fingernails seeping bile, pores dribbling blood, soles
slopping off and out to meet a drain mid-floor ..." -Christopher Norris, author of Hunchback
'88
A shape-shifter arrives at Tokyo harbour in human form, set to embark on an unstoppable
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rampage through the city’s train network… A young woman is accompanied home one
night by a reclusive student, and finds herself lured into a flat full of eerie Egyptian
artefacts… A man suspects his young wife’s obsession with picnicking every weekend in
the city’s parks hides a darker motive… At first, Tokyo appears in these stories as it does
to many outsiders: a city of bewildering scale, awe-inspiring modernity, peculiar rules,
unknowable secrets and, to some extent, danger. Characters observe their fellow citizens
from afar, hesitant to stray from their daily routines to engage with them. But Tokyo being
the city it is, random encounters inevitably take place – a naïve book collector, mistaken
for a French speaker, is drawn into a world he never knew existed; a woman seeking
psychiatric help finds herself in a taxi with an older man wanting to share his own peculiar
revelations; a depressed divorcee accepts an unexpected lunch invitation to try Thai food
for the very first time… The result in each story is a small but crucial change in
perspective, a sampling of the unexpected yet simple pleasure of other people’s company.
As one character puts it, ‘The world is full of delicious things, you know.’
FEM
Financing Public Universities
The Strawberry Girl
The Chateau
A City in Short Fiction
Abel and Cain
Page 11/25

Get Free Autofiction Hitomi Kanehara
"Kieran Elliott's life changed forever on the day a reckless
mistake led to devastating consequences. The guilt that
still haunts him resurfaces during a visit with his young
family to the small coastal community he once called home.
Kieran's parents are struggling in a town where fortunes are
forged by the sea. Between them all is his absent brother,
Finn. When a body is discovered on the beach, long-held
secrets threaten to emerge. A sunken wreck, a missing girl,
and questions that have never washed away..."-Looks at the disappearance and murder of Lucie Blackman in
Tokyo, following every step of the investigation and
offering a grim portrait of her suspected killer. Original.
Autobiography is one of the most dynamic and quickly-growing
genres in contemporary comics and graphic narratives. In
Serial Selves, Frederik Byrn Køhlert examines the genre’s
potential for representing lives and perspectives that have
been socially marginalized or excluded. With a focus on the
comics form’s ability to produce alternative and challenging
autobiographical narratives, thematic chapters investigate
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the work of artists writing from perspectives of marginality
including gender, sexuality, disability, and race, as well
as trauma. Interdisciplinary in scope and attuned to
theories and methods from both literary and visual studies,
the book provides detailed formal analysis to show that the
highly personal and hand-drawn aesthetics of comics can help
artists push against established narrative and visual
conventions, and in the process invent new ways of seeing
and being seen. As the first comparative study of how comics
artists from a wide range of backgrounds use the form to
write and draw themselves into cultural visibility, Serial
Selves will be of interest to anyone interested in the
current boom in autobiographical comics, as well as issues
of representation in comics and visual culture more broadly.
Muslim: A Novel is a genre-bending, poetic reflection on
what it means to be Muslim from one of France’s leading
writers. In this novel, the second in a trilogy, Rahmani’s
narrator contemplates the loss of her native language and
her imprisonment and exile for being Muslim, woven together
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in an exploration of the political and personal relationship
of language within the fraught history of Islam. Drawing
inspiration from the oral histories of her native Berber
language, the Koran, and French children’s tales, Rahmani
combines fiction and lyric essay in to tell an important
story, both powerful and visionary, of identity,
persecution, and violence.
The Merry-go-round in the Sea
Where You Once Belonged
A Novel
New and Experimental Approaches to Writing Lives
P. G. Wodehouse: A Life in Letters
Running away from home into an unfettered new existence within
Japan's underground youth culture, eighteen-year-old Liu
befriends the seductive, body-pierced Ama and mysterious tattoo
artist Shiba, friends whose increasingly reckless behavior
forces Liu to make difficult choices. Reprint. 50,000 first
printing.
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This collection of short stories features the most up-to-date
and exciting writing form the most popular and celebrated
authors in Japan today. These wildly imaginative and boundarybursting stories reveal fascinating and unexpected personal
responses to the changes raging through today's Japan. Along
with some of the world's most renowned Japanese authors, Digital
Geishas and Talking Frogs includes many writers making their
English-language debut.
With recent advances in digital technology, a number of exciting
and innovative approaches to writing lives have emerged, from
graphic memoirs to blogs and other visual-verbal-virtual texts.
This edited collection is a timely study of new approaches to
writing lives, including literary docu-memoir, autobiographical
cartography, social media life writing and autobiographical
writing for children. Combining literary theory with insightful
critical approaches, each essay offers a serious study of
innovative forms of life writing, with a view to reflecting on
best practice and offering the reader practical guidance on
methods and techniques. Offering a range of practical exercises
and an insight into cutting-edge literary methodologies, this is
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an inspiring and thought-provoking companion for students of
literature and creative writing studying courses on life
writing, memoir or creative non-fiction.
Longlisted for the Orange Prize and Shortlisted for the Costa
Novel Award, Louise Doughty’s hauntingly beautiful investigation
of love, loss, and revenge is a literary page-turner that will
linger in your mind far after the cover closes. When a hit-andrun car crash claims Laura’s daughter Betty, her life is turned
upside down. But when the courts rule the death an accident, the
lines dividing justice from punishment will blur as Laura
embarks on her own quest for vengeance. Sure to captivate fans
of Antoinette van Heugten and Sophie Hannah, as well as readers
of Doughty’s previous books Fires in the Dark and A Novel in a
Year, among others, Whatever You Love is a poignant
psychological story in which life’s greatest questions hang in
the balance.
The True Story of a Young Woman Who Vanished from the Streets of
Tokyo--and the Evil That Swallowed Her Up
The Mint Lawn
Go Home!
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The Tie That Binds
Toward an Intersectional Tradition of Life Writing
Gender, Generations, and Communism in Central and Eastern Europe
and Beyond

This crucial book addresses newer practices of resource
allocation which tie university funding to indicators of
performance. It covers the evolvement of mass higher
education and the associated curtailment of funding, the
public management reform debate within which performancebased budgeting or funding evolved, and sketches
alternative governance and management modes which can be
used instead. Four appendices cover more technical matters.
This book explores the contradictions of biography. It
charts shifting approaches to the writing and reading of
biographies, from post-hagiographical attitudes of the
Enlightenment, heroic biographies of Romanticism and
irreverent modernist portraits through to contemporary
experiments in politically committed and hybrid forms of
life writing. The book shows how biographical texts in fact
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destabilise the models of historical visibility, cultural
prominence and narrative coherence that the genre itself
seems to uphold. Addressing the fraught relationships
between genre and gender, private and public, image and
text, life and narrative that play out in the modern
biographical tradition, Metabiography suggests new
possibilities for reading, writing and thinking about this
enduringly popular genre.
From the bestselling author of Eventide, The Tie That Binds
is a powerfully eloquent tribute to the arduous demands of
rural America, and of the tenacity of the human spirit.
Colorado, January 1977. Eighty-year-old Edith Goodnough
lies in a hospital bed, IV taped to the back of her hand,
police officer at her door. She is charged with murder. The
clues: a sack of chicken feed slit with a knife, a milkyeyed dog tied outdoors one cold afternoon. The motives: the
brutal business of farming and a family code of ethics as
unforgiving as the winter prairie itself. Here, Kent Haruf
delivers the sweeping tale of a woman of the American High
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Plains, as told by her neighbor, Sanders Roscoe. As Roscoe
shares what he knows, Edith's tragedies unfold: a childhood
of pre-dawn chores, a mother's death, a violence that
leaves a father dependent on his children, forever enraged.
Here is the story of a woman who sacrifices her happiness
in the name of family--and then, in one gesture, reclaims
her freedom.
"Hartnett again captures the ineffable fragility of
childhood in this keenly observed tale." — Publishers
Weekly (starred review) Nine-year-old Adrian watches his
world closely, but there is much he cannot understand. He
does not, for instance, know why three neighborhood
children might set out to buy ice cream one summer’s day
and never be seen again...In a suburb that is no longer
safe and innocent, in a broken family of self-absorbed
souls, Sonya Hartnett sets the story of a lone little boy —
unwanted, unloved, and intensely curious — a story as
achingly beautiful as it is shattering. A Children’s
Literature Choice List Title Two starred reviews
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(Publishers Weekly, Kirkus Reviews)
The Last of Her Kind
"Muslim"
The Best 21st Century Short Stories from Japan
A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives
The Book of Tokyo
Twenty-four Journeys from the Asian American Writers'
Workshop and the Feminist Press
From a rising new star of horror comes a killer read that will make you lose track of time
and reality. The Crimson Labyrinth is a wicked satire on extremist reality TV in the
tradition of The Running Man-if that indeed is what it is. Welcome to THE MARS
LABYRINTH where things aren't what they seem. Welcome to the world of Kishi, where
the plot is as gnarly as the humor is twisted. When an unemployed former math major
wakes up one day, he wonders if he's somehow ended up on the red planet. The goodlooking young woman with aid-she says her name is Ai and that she draws erotic comics
for a living-seems to have no clue either as to their whereabouts. Their only leads are
cryptic instructions beamed to a portable device. Has the game begun? There is no reset
button, no saving and no continue-make the wrong move and it's really GAME OVER. In
the cruel world of THE MARS LABYRINTH, mercy and compassion are only for the
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weak or the very, very strong. The stakes are nothing less than your life-and apparently a
lot of money. If you're a fan of Lost or Battle Royale, don't miss this one.
Communism in twentieth-century Europe is predominantly narrated as a totalitarian
movement and/or regime. This book aims to go beyond this narrative and provide an
alternative framework to describe the communist past. This reframing is possible thanks to
the concepts of generation and gender, which are used in the book as analytical categories
in an intersectional overlap. The publication covers twentieth-century Poland,
Czechoslovakia/Czech Republic, the Soviet Union/Russia, former Yugoslavia, Turkish
communities in West Germany, Italy, and Cuba (as a comparative point of reference). It
provides a theoretical frame and overview chapters on several important gender and
generation narratives about communism, anticommunism, and postcommunism. Its
starting point is the belief that although methodological reflection on communism, as well
as on generations and gender, is conducted extensively in contemporary research, the
overlapping of these three terms is still rare. The main focus in the first part is on
methodological issues. The second part features studies which depict the possibility of
generational-gender interpretations of history. The third part is informed by biographical
perspectives. The last part shows how the problem of generations and gender is staged via
the medium of literature and how it can be narrated.
A housewife takes up bodybuilding and sees radical changes to her physique - which her
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workaholic husband fails to notice. A boy waits at a bus stop, mocking businessmen
struggling to keep their umbrellas open in a typhoon - until an old man shows him that
they hold the secret to flying. A woman working in a clothing boutique waits endlessly on
a customer who won't come out of the fitting room - and who may or may not be human.
A newlywed notices that her husband's features are beginning to slide around his face - to
match her own. In these eleven stories, the individuals who lift the curtains of their orderly
homes and workplaces are confronted with the bizarre, the grotesque, the fantastic, the
alien - and, through it, find a way to liberation. Winner of the Kenzaburo Oe Prize, Picnic
in the Storm is the English-language debut of one of Japan's most fearless young writers.
Appearing together in English for the first time, two masterpieces that take on the jazz
age, the Nuremburg trials, postwar commercialism, and the feat of writing a book,
presented in one brilliant volume The Death of My Brother Abel and its delirious sequel,
Cain, constitute the magnum opus of Gregor von Rezzori’s prodigious career, the most
ambitious, extravagant, outrageous, and deeply considered achievement of this wildly
original and never less than provocative master of the novel. In Abel and Cain, the original
book, long out of print, is reissued in a fully revised translation; Cain appears for the first
time in English. The Death of My Brother Abel zigzags across the middle of the twentieth
century, from the 1918 to 1968, taking in the Jazz Age, the Anschluss, the Nuremberg
trials, and postwar commercialism. At the center of the book is the unnamed narrator,
Page 22/25

Get Free Autofiction Hitomi Kanehara
holed up in a Paris hotel and writing a kind of novel, a collage of sardonic and passionate
set pieces about love and work, sex and writing, families and nations, and human treachery
and cruelty. In Cain, that narrator is revealed as Aristide Subics, or so at least it appears,
since Subics’ identity is as unstable as the fictional apparatus that contains him and the
times he lived through. Questions abound: How can a man who lived in a time of lies
know himself? And is it even possible to tell the story of an era of lies truthfully?
Primarily set in the bombed-out, rubble- strewn Hamburg of the years just after the war,
the dark confusion and deadly confrontation and of Cain and Abel, inseparable brothers,
goes on.
Serial Selves
Picnic in the Storm
Reading Autobiography
Witnessing Girlhood
People Who Eat Darkness
"Rin is flying back from her honeymoon. She's madly in love with her
husband, Shin, and the future looks rosy. Then Shin disappears to the
bathroom while he thinks Rin is sleeping and she starts to imagine
that he has gone to seduce the flight attendant. As her thoughts spiral
out of control the phrase 'madly in love' takes on a more sinister
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meaning. ... Autofiction follows Rin's life backwards through time from
this moment so that we see her when she is eighteen, sixteen and
finally fifteen, and a picture of the dark heart and violent past of this
disturbed young woman gradually develops."--Cover.
AutofictionRandom House
The paths of two women from different walks of life intersect amid
counterculture of the 1960s in this haunting and provocative novel
from the National Book Award-winning author of The Friend Named a
Best Book of the Year by the San Francisco Chronicle and the
Christian Science Monitor Sigrid Nunez's The Last of Her Kind
introduces two women who meet as freshmen on the Columbia campus
in 1968. Georgette George does not know what to make of her
brilliant, idealistic roommate, Ann Drayton, and her obsessive disdain
for the ruling class into which she was born. She is mortified by Ann's
romanticization of the underprivileged class, which Georgette herself
is hoping college will enable her to escape. After the violent fight that
ends their friendship, Georgette wants only to forget Ann and to turn
her attention to the troubled runaway kid sister who has reappeared
after years on the road. Then, in 1976, Ann is convicted of murder. At
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first, Ann's fate appears to be the inevitable outcome of her belief in
the moral imperative to "make justice" in a world where "there are no
innocent white people." But, searching for answers to the riddle of this
friend of her youth, Georgette finds more complicated and mysterious
forces at work. The novel's narrator Georgette illuminates the
terrifying life of this difficult, doomed woman, and in the process
discovers how much their early encounter has determined her own
path, and why, decades later, as she tells us, "I have never stopped
thinking about her."
This modern classic of global feminist literature, the only novel by one
of Romania's most heralded poets, styled as a long letter addressed to
the man who is about to leave her, a woman meanders through a
cosmic retelling of her life from childhood to adulthood with visionary
language and visceral, detail. Like a contemporary Scheherazade, she
spins tales to hold him captivated, from the small incidents of their
lives together to the intimate narrative of her relationship to
womanhood. Through a dreamlike thread of strange images and
passing characters, her stories invite the reader into a fantastical
vision of love, loss, and femininity.
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