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Brysons Dictionary Of Troublesome Words A Writers
To Getting It Right
A revised and updated edition of a humorous primer on the English
language, expanded for an American audience, contains entries on correct
and questionable usage, a glossary, and a pronunciation guide. Reprint.
25,000 first printing.
Examines and provides comments on language trends while tracing the
origins of timely words and phrases that discuss such topics as technology,
entertainment, and everyday life.
Acquiring a strong vocabulary doesn't have to be difficult. Vocabulary
Power uses the latest research on memory to make this process simple,
effective, and enjoyable. A three-book series, Vocabulary Power : teaches
the most important words from the General Service List (500 words) and
Academic Word List (400 words) presents each word in eight different
contexts to help students learn and remember the word easily encourages
students to apply the words to their own lives, making vocabulary more
relevant and useful can be used in class or as a self-study text Each
Vocabulary Power book features: 300 new words -- 10 per chapter highinterest readings adapted from articles on a variety of up-to-date topics
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exercises on word families, multiple meanings, collocations, and
expressions that expand students' knowledge of the words engaging
discussion questions and writing topics that elicit natural use of the words
quizzes to check students' progress and minimize teacher prep time Word
Builder exercises and charts in the Appendix to help students focus on the
meaning and use of word parts The Vocabulary Power series includes
Vocabulary Power 1 (Low Intermediate), Vocabulary Power 2
(Intermediate), and Vocabulary Power 3 (Advanced).
Notes on Returning to America After 20 Years Away
How to Not Write Bad
Between College Terms
Weird Ways to Remember Things
The Miracle of Language
Adventures of an American in Britain
From one of the world's most beloved writers and New York Times
bestselling author of A Walk in the Woods and The Body, a vivid,
nostalgic, and utterly hilarious memoir of growing up in the
1950s. Bill Bryson was born in the middle of the American
century—1951—in the middle of the United States—Des Moines,
Iowa—in the middle of the largest generation in American
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history—the baby boomers. As one of the best and funniest
writers alive, he is perfectly positioned to mine his memories
of a totally all-American childhood for 24-carat memoir gold.
Like millions of his generational peers, Bill Bryson grew up
with a rich fantasy life as a superhero. In his case, he ran
around his house and neighborhood with an old football jersey
with a thunderbolt on it and a towel about his neck that served
as his cape, leaping tall buildings in a single bound and
vanquishing awful evildoers (and morons)—in his head—as "The
Thunderbolt Kid." Using this persona as a springboard, Bill
Bryson re-creates the life of his family and his native city in
the 1950s in all its transcendent normality—a life at once
completely familiar to us all and as far away and unreachable as
another galaxy. It was, he reminds us, a happy time, when
automobiles and televisions and appliances (not to mention
nuclear weapons) grew larger and more numerous with each passing
year, and DDT, cigarettes, and the fallout from atmospheric
testing were considered harmless or even good for you. He brings
us into the life of his loving but eccentric family, including
affectionate portraits of his father, a gifted sportswriter for
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the local paper and dedicated practitioner of isometric
exercises, and of his mother, whose job as the home furnishing
editor for the same paper left her little time for practicing
the domestic arts at home. The many readers of Bill Bryson’s
earlier classic, A Walk in the Woods, will greet the
reappearance in these pages of the immortal Stephen Katz, seen
hijacking literally boxcar loads of beer. He is joined in the
Bryson gallery of immortal characters by the demonically clever
Willoughby brothers, who apply their scientific skills and cando attitude to gleefully destructive ends. Warm and laugh-outloud funny, and full of his inimitable, pitch-perfect
observations, The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid is as
wondrous a book as Bill Bryson has ever written. It will enchant
anyone who has ever been young.
Our memories are mysterious things. One moment we might remember
a lengthy poem or the exact street address of a restaurant from
our childhood. But the next moment we can struggle to recall
where we've put our keys down or the name of the person we have
just been introduced to. The human mind is not terribly good at
remembering abstract data - but we can do it much more
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successfully if we create associations with more relatable bits
of information, such as familiar people, places, colours, poems
or jokes. The mnemonics that many of us learned as children are
simply a shortcut to help locate information within your memory.
For instance, rather than remember that the clockwise order of
the points of the compass is North, East, South, West, we
remember the mnemonic 'Never Eat Shredded Wheat', and the
combination of humour and a visual reference provides an instant
cue for our brains. This book is a cornucopia of mnemonics.
Amusing as well as informative, it includes well-known examples
that you might remember from school, some of which have been in
use for centuries, as well as more recent ones and alternatives
to the traditional versions. Ranging across history, science,
language, numbers, business, art and much, much more, the
mnemonics included here provide quick easy access to a vast
amount of fascinating and useful information. In addition, there
are sections on working out your own methods and systems to
augment the existing mnemonics with your own aides-mémoire,
which can help you with everyday tasks such as avoiding common
misspellings, or remembering names, faces and numbers.
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“A literate exploration of why we use—or mangle—our native
tongue.”—USA Today Bill Bryson celebrates America’s magnificent
offspring in the book that reveals once and for all how a dusty
western hamlet with neither woods nor holly came to be known as
Hollywood…and exactly why Mr. Yankee Doodle call his befeathered
cap “Macaroni.”
Vocabulary Power 1
An Easy-to-Use Guide with Clear Rules, Real-World Examples, and
Reproducible Quizzes
Troublesome Words
The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid
English and How it Got that Way
Bryson's Dictionary of Troublesome Words
God only knows what possessed Bill Bryson, a reluctant adventurer if ever there was one, to undertake a
gruelling hike along the world's longest continuous footpath—The Appalachian Trail. The 2,000-plusmile trail winds through 14 states, stretching along the east coast of the United States, from Georgia to
Maine. It snakes through some of the wildest and most spectacular landscapes in North America, as well
as through some of its most poverty-stricken and primitive backwoods areas. With his offbeat
sensibility, his eye for the absurd, and his laugh-out-loud sense of humour, Bryson recounts his
confrontations with nature at its most uncompromising over his five-month journey. An instant classic,
riotously funny, A Walk in the Woods will add a whole new audience to the legions of Bill Bryson fans.
Page 6/24

Download Free Brysons Dictionary Of Troublesome Words A Writers To
Getting It Right
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Bill Bryson, bestselling author of A Short History of Nearly
Everything, takes us on a head-to-toe tour of the marvel that is the human body—with a new afterword
for this edition. Bill Bryson once again proves himself to be an incomparable companion as he guides us
through the human body—how it functions, its remarkable ability to heal itself, and (unfortunately) the
ways it can fail. Full of extraordinary facts (your body made a million red blood cells since you started
reading this) and irresistible Brysonesque anecdotes, The Body will lead you to a deeper understanding
of the miracle that is life in general and you in particular. As Bill Bryson writes, “We pass our existence
within this wobble of flesh and yet take it almost entirely for granted.” The Body will cure that
indifference with generous doses of wondrous, compulsively readable facts and information. As
addictive as it is comprehensive, this is Bryson at his very best, a must-read owner’s manual for every
body.
A loving and hilarious—if occasionally spiky—valentine to Bill Bryson’s adopted country, Great Britain.
Prepare for total joy and multiple episodes of unseemly laughter. Twenty years ago, Bill Bryson went on
a trip around Britain to discover and celebrate that green and pleasant land. The result was Notes from a
Small Island, a true classic and one of the bestselling travel books ever written. Now he has traveled
about Britain again, by bus and train and rental car and on foot, to see what has changed—and what
hasn’t. Following (but not too closely) a route he dubs the Bryson Line, from Bognor Regis in the south
to Cape Wrath in the north, by way of places few travelers ever get to at all, Bryson rediscovers the
wondrously beautiful, magnificently eccentric, endearingly singular country that he both celebrates and,
when called for, twits. With his matchless instinct for the funniest and quirkiest and his unerring eye for
the idiotic, the bewildering, the appealing, and the ridiculous, he offers acute and perceptive insights into
all that is best and worst about Britain today. Nothing is more entertaining than Bill Bryson on the
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road—and on a tear. The Road to Little Dribbling reaffirms his stature as a master of the travel
narrative—and a really, really funny guy.
A Writer's Guide to Getting It Right
The Mother Tongue
Seeing Further
Practicing Essential Words
The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words
Revised and Updated

In this selection from The Body, his compulsively readable and bestselling owner’s
manual to the human body, Bill Bryson introduces us to the mysterious, and often
devastating, world of disease. Written with extraordinary insight and filled with
remarkable facts, When Things Go Wrong deepens our understanding of the maladies
that afflict us--what they are and how they work. A Vintage Short.
Whether you are planning a romantic Italian getaway, packing a knapsack for your
junior year abroad, or just want to engage your Italian business associate in everyday
conversation, Italian Made Simple is the perfect book for any self-learner. Void of all
the non-essentials and refreshingly easy to understand, Italian Made Simple includes:
* basics of grammar * vocabulary building exercises * pronunciation aids * common
expressions * word puzzles and language games * contemporary reading selections *
Italian culture and history * economic information * Italian-English and EnglishPage 8/24
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Italian dictionaries Complete with drills, exercises, and answer keys for ample practice
opportunities, Italian Made Simple will soon have you speaking Italian like a native.
Master verbalist Richard Lederer, America's "Wizard of Idiom" (Denver Post),
presents a love letter to the most glorious of human achievements... Welcome to
Richard Lederer's beguiling celebration of language -- of our ability to utter, write, and
receive words. No purists need stop here. Mr. Lederer is no linguistic sheriff organizing
posses to hunt down and string up language offenders. Instead, join him "In Praise of
English," and discover why the tongue described in Shakespeare's day as "of small
reatch" has become the most widely spoken language in history: English never rejects
a word because of race, creed, or national origin. Did you know that jukebox comes
from Gullah and canoe from Haitian Creole? Many of our greatest writers have
invented words and bequeathed new expressions to our eveyday conversations. Can you
imagine making up almost ten percent of our written vocabulary? Scholars now know
that William Shakespeare did just that! He also points out the pitfalls and pratfalls of
English. If a man mans a station, what does a woman do? In the "The Department of
Redundancy Department," "Is English Prejudiced?" and other essays, Richard
Lederer urges us not to abandon that which makes us human: the capacity to
distinguish, discriminate, compare, and evaluate.
The Body
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More Writing from the Popular "On Language" Column in The New York Times
Magazine
Dictionary of Troublesome Words
The Road to Little Dribbling
Bryson's Dictionary for Writers and Editors
A Guide for Occupants

One of the English language's most skilled and beloved writers
guides us all towards precise, mistake-free usage. In the middle
1980s Bill Bryson was a copy editor for the London Times with the
brash idea that he could fill a hole in the British book market for a
concise, accessible, handy guide to proper usage. A complete
unknown, he nonetheless sold Penguin Books on the idea, and the
result was The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words, which
sold decently enough on both sides of the Atlantic. Now, fifteen
years later, Bill Bryson has become, well, Bill Bryson -- and his
terrifically useful little book has been revised, updated and
Americanized to become Bryson's Dictionary of Troublesome Words.
Precise, prescriptive, sometimes (like its author) amusingly prickly,
this book belongs on the desk of every person who cares enough
about our language not to maul or misuse or distort it. Move over,
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Strunk and White.
A classic from the New York Times bestselling author of A Walk in
the Woods and The Body. After living in Britain for two decades, Bill
Bryson recently moved back to the United States with his English
wife and four children (he had read somewhere that nearly 3 million
Americans believed they had been abducted by aliens—as he later
put it, "it was clear my people needed me"). They were greeted by a
new and improved America that boasts microwave pancakes, twentyfour-hour dental-floss hotlines, and the staunch conviction that ice
is not a luxury item. Delivering the brilliant comic musings that are
a Bryson hallmark, I'm a Stranger Here Myself recounts his
sometimes disconcerting reunion with the land of his birth. The
result is a book filled with hysterical scenes of one man's attempt to
reacquaint himself with his own country, but it is also an extended if
at times bemused love letter to the homeland he has returned to
after twenty years away.
Surveying the expanding conflict in Europe during one of his famous
fireside chats in 1940, President Franklin Roosevelt ominously
warned that "we know of other methods, new methods of attack. The
Trojan horse. The fifth column that betrays a nation unprepared for
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treachery. Spies, saboteurs, and traitors are the actors in this new
strategy." Having identified a new type of war -- a shadow war -being perpetrated by Hitler's Germany, FDR decided to fight fire
with fire, authorizing the formation of the Office of Strategic
Services (OSS) to organize and oversee covert operations. Based on
an extensive analysis of OSS records, including the vast trove of
records released by the CIA in the 1980s and '90s, as well as a new
set of interviews with OSS veterans conducted by the author and a
team of American scholars from 1995 to 1997, The Shadow War
Against Hitler is the full story of America's far-flung secret
intelligence apparatus during World War II. In addition to its
responsibilities generating, processing, and interpreting
intelligence information, the OSS orchestrated all manner of dark
operations, including extending feelers to anti-Hitler elements,
infiltrating spies and sabotage agents behind enemy lines, and
implementing propaganda programs. Planned and directed from
Washington, the anti-Hitler campaign was largely conducted in
Europe, especially through the OSS's foreign outposts in Bern and
London. A fascinating cast of characters made the OSS run: William
J. Donovan, one of the most decorated individuals in the American
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military who became the driving force behind the OSS's genesis;
Allen Dulles, the future CIA chief who ran the Bern office, which he
called "the big window onto the fascist world"; a veritable pantheon
of Ivy League academics who were recruited to work for the
intelligence services; and, not least, Roosevelt himself. A major
contribution of the book is the story of how FDR employed Hitler's
former propaganda chief, Ernst "Putzi" Hanfstengl, as a private spy.
More than a record of dramatic incidents and daring personalities,
this book adds significantly to our understanding of how the United
States fought World War II. It demonstrates that the extent, and
limitations, of secret intelligence information shaped not only the
conduct of the war but also the face of the world that emerged from
the shadows.
An Informal History of the English Language in the United States
Build Your Vocabulary, 1
French Made Simple
When Things Go Wrong: Diseases
The Lost Continent
I'm a Stranger Here Myself
"I come from Des Moines. Somebody had to." And, as soon as Bill Bryson was old enough,
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he left. Des Moines couldn't hold him, but it did lure him back. After ten years in England
he returned to the land of his youth, and drove almost 14,000 miles in search of a mythical
small town called Amalgam, the kind of smiling village where the movies from his youth
were set. Instead he drove through a series of horrific burgs, which he renamed Smellville,
Fartville, Coleslaw, Coma, and Doldrum. At best his search led him to Anywhere, USA, a
lookalike strip of gas stations, motels and hamburger outlets populated by obese and slowwitted hicks with a partiality for synthetic fibres. He discovered a continent that was
doubly lost: lost to itself because he found it blighted by greed, pollution, mobile homes
and television; lost to him because he had become a foreigner in his own country.
French Made Simple will help you learn to speak French quickly and easily! An invaluable
introduction to one of the most studied languages, French Made Simple is ideal for
students, business professionals, and tourists alike. Teaching the basics of grammar,
vocabulary, and culture, it guides you step-by-step through the process of learning and
conversing quickly. Refreshingly easy to understand, French Made Simple includes: •
Grammar basics • Modern vocabulary • Helpful verb chart • French-English dictionary •
Reading exercises • Economic information • Common expressions • Review quizzes •
Complete answer key
Presents phonetic transcriptions and definitions for thousands of words that are difficult to
spell, define, or pronounce.
Strategies and Practice Pages That Teach Students How to Use Context Clues to Build
Vocabulary and Comprehension
A Concise Grammar of Contemporary English
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Words on Words
Notes from a Small Island
Icons of England
No Uncertain Terms

Should you ever split an infinitive? What's the difference between aiding and abetting?
The English language is a minefield of difficulty. In this new edition of his book, Bill
Bryson discusses the problems and offers advice on usage.
“Vastly informative and vastly entertaining…A scholarly and fascinating book.” —Los
Angeles Times With dazzling wit and astonishing insight, Bill Bryson explores the
remarkable history, eccentricities, resilience and sheer fun of the English language.
From the first descent of the larynx into the throat (why you can talk but your dog
can’t), to the fine lost art of swearing, Bryson tells the fascinating, often uproarious
story of an inadequate, second-rate tongue of peasants that developed into one of the
world’s largest growth industries.
Edited and introduced by Bill Bryson, and with contributions from Richard Dawkins,
Margaret Atwood, David Attenborough, Martin Rees and Richard Fortey amongst
others, this is a remarkable volume celebrating the rich history of the Royal Society.
Since its inception in 1660, the Royal Society has pioneered scientific discovery and
exploration. The oldest scientific academy in existence, its backbone is its Fellowship of
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the most eminent scientists in history including Charles Darwin, Isaac Newton and
Albert Einstein. Today, its Fellows are the most influential men and women in science,
many of whom have contributed to this ground-breaking volume alongside some of the
world's most celebrated novelists, essayists and historians. This book celebrates the Royal
Society's vast achievements in its illustrious past as well as its huge contribution to the
development of modern science. With unrestricted access to the Society's archives and
photographs, Seeing Further shows that the history of scientific endeavour and
discovery is a continuous thread running through the history of the world and of society
- and is one that continues to shape the world we live in today.
A Memoir
Never Eat Shredded Wheat
The Most Common Writing Problems and the Best Ways to Avoid Them
The Story of Science and the Royal Society
A Writer's Guide to Getting it Right
Italian Made Simple
Ben Yagoda's How to Not Write Bad illustrates how we can all
write better, more clearly, and for a wider readership. He
offers advice on what he calls "not-writing-badly," which
consists of the ability, first, to craft sentences that are
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correct in terms of spelling, diction (word choice),
punctuation, and grammar, and that also display clarity,
precision, and grace. Then he focuses on crafting whole
paragraphs—with attention to cadence, consistency of tone,
sentence transitions, and paragraph length. In a fun,
comprehensive guide, Yagoda lays out the simple steps we can
all take to make our writing more effective, more
interesting—and just plain better.
This celebration of the English countryside does not only
focus on the rolling green landscapes and magnificent
monuments that set England apart from the rest of the world.
Many of the contributors bring their own special touch,
presenting a refreshingly eclectic variety of personal
icons, from pub signs to seaside piers, from cattle grids to
canal boats, and from village cricket to nimbies. First
published as a lavish colour coffeetable book, this new
expanded paperback edition has double the original number of
contributions from many celebrities including Bill Bryson,
Michael Palin, Eric Clapton, Bryan Ferry, Sebastian Faulks,
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Kate Adie, Kevin Spacey, Gavin Pretor-Pinney, Richard Mabey
, Simon Jenkins, John Sergeant, Benjamin Zephaniah, Joan
Bakewell, Antony Beevor, Libby Purves, Jonathan Dimbleby,
and many more: and a new preface by HRH Prince Charles.
Updated to reflect questions found on the most recent ESL
tests, this book presents 400 common phrasal verbs as they
are used in everyday English. Phrasal verbs are verbs
combined with prepositions or adverbs. Familiarity with
phrasal verbs and understanding their use as nouns (breakup,
showoff, etc.) or adjectives (spaced-out, broken-down,
stressed-out, and many others) is essential to ESL students.
Updated information includes: the most commonly used phrasal
verbs; activities and examples that reflect our current
technology and the world around us; an expanded introduction
for the teacher with a thorough breakdown and explanation of
phrasal verbs; and, a discussion of separable and
inseparable phrasal verbs in Unit I, and more. This book’s
hundreds of examples in context and hundreds of exercises
will be extremely useful to ESL students who are preparing
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for TOEFL or who simply wish to improve their English.
A Dictionary for Writers and Others who Care about Words
made in america
The Ultimate Phrasal Verb Book
Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words
The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation
Learn to speak and understand French quickly and easily
The bestselling workbook and grammar guide, revised and
updated! Hailed as one of the best books around for teaching
grammar, The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation includes
easy-to-understand rules, abundant examples, dozens of
reproducible quizzes, and pre- and post-tests to help teach
grammar to middle and high schoolers, college students, ESL
students, homeschoolers, and more. This concise,
entertaining workbook makes learning English grammar and
usage simple and fun. This updated 12th edition reflects the
latest updates to English usage and grammar, and includes
answers to all reproducible quizzes to facilitate selfassessment and learning. Clear and concise, with easy-toPage 19/24
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follow explanations, offering "just the facts" on English
grammar, punctuation, and usage Fully updated to reflect the
latest rules, along with even more quizzes and pre- and posttests to help teach grammar Ideal for students from seventh
grade through adulthood in the US and abroad For anyone who
wants to understand the major rules and subtle guidelines of
English grammar and usage, The Blue Book of Grammar and
Punctuation offers comprehensive, straightforward
instruction.
The longest continuous footpath in the world, the
Appalachian Trail stretches along the East Coast of the
United States, from Georgia to Maine, through some of the
most arresting and celebrated landscapes in America. At the
age of forty-four, in the company of his friend Stephen Katz
(last seen in the bestselling Neither Here nor There), Bill
Bryson set off to hike through the vast tangled woods which
have been frightening sensible people for three hundred
years. Ahead lay almost 2,200 miles of remote mountain
wilderness filled with bears, moose, bobcats, rattlesnakes,
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poisonous plants, disease-bearing tics, the occasional
chuckling murderer and - perhaps most alarming of all people whose favourite pastime is discussing the relative
merits of the external-frame backpack. Facing savage
weather, merciless insects, unreliable maps and a fickle
companion whose profoundest wish was to go to a motel and
watch The X-Files, Bryson gamely struggled through the
wilderness to achieve a lifetime's ambition - not to die
outdoors.
Packed with practice pages, this one-of-a-kind resource
helps students read independently and confidently. Students
practice nine simple strategies for using context clues to
figure out the meanings of unknown words- without the help
of an adult or a dictionary! Includes helpful strategy
sheets for students and teachers and a reproducible strategy
mini-poster.
A Walk in the Woods
Using Context Clues to Help Kids Tackle Unfamiliar Words
The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words
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Bill Bryson's African Diary
from The Body
Before New York Times bestselling author Bill Bryson wrote The Road to Little
Dribbling, he took this delightfully irreverent jaunt around the unparalleled
floating nation of Great Britain, which has produced zebra crossings,
Shakespeare, Twiggie Winkie’s Farm, and places with names like Farleigh Wallop
and Titsey.
From the author of A Short History of Nearly Everything and The Body comes a
travel diary documenting a visit to Kenya. All royalties and profits go to CARE
International. In the early fall of 2002, famed travel writer Bill Bryson journeyed to
Kenya at the invitation of CARE International, the charity dedicated to working
with local communities to eradicate poverty around the world. He arrived with a
set of mental images of Africa gleaned from television broadcasts of low-budget
Jungle Jim movies in his Iowa childhood and a single viewing of the film version
of Out of Africa. (Also with some worries about tropical diseases, insects, and
large predators.) But the vibrant reality of Kenya and its people took over the
second he deplaned in Nairobi, and this diary records Bill Bryson’s impressions
of his trip with his inimitable trademark style of wry observation and curious
insight. From the wrenching poverty of the Kibera slum in Nairobi to the
meticulously manicured grounds of the Karen Blixen house and the human fossil
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riches of the National Museum, Bryson registers the striking contrasts of a
postcolonial society in transition. He visits the astoundingly vast Great Rift
Valley; undergoes the rigors of a teeth-rattling train journey to Mombasa and a
hair-whitening flight through a vicious storm; and visits the refugee camps and
the agricultural and economic projects where dedicated CARE professionals
wage noble and dogged war against poverty, dislocation, and corruption. Though
brief in compass and duration, Bill Bryson’s African Diary is rich in irreverent,
poignant, and morally instructive observation. Like all of this author’s work, it
can make the reader laugh, think, and especially, feel all at the same time.
From one of the world’s most beloved and bestselling authors, a terrifically
useful and readable guide to the problems of the English language most
commonly encountered by editors and writers. What is the singular form of
graffiti? From what mythological figure is the word “tantalize” derived? One of
the English language’s most skilled writers guides us all toward precise, mistakefree usage. Covering spelling, capitalization, plurals, hyphens, abbreviations, and
foreign names and phrases, Bryson’s Dictionary for Writers and Editors will be
an indispensable companion for all who care enough about our language not to
maul, misuse, or contort it. As Bill Bryson notes, “English is a dazzlingly
idiosyncratic tongue, full of quirks and irregularities that often seem willfully at
odds with logic and common sense.” This dictionary is an essential guide to the
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wonderfully disordered thing that is the English language.
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