Chapter 7 Transparency Wildgooseco

Some things weren't meant to stay hidden... Sydney
Davies is used to being in the spotlight. But the
former model turned fashion designer isn’t used to
family secrets. Sydney is sent to dig up the past.
What she finds instead is Deacon and a case of a
missing girl with a link back to her life in the fashion
industry. Deacon McKnight is hardly ever surprised
due to his work as an investigator. But then he finds
a woman with a shovel in his backyard in the middle
of the night. And that is just the start of surprises.

Now Sydney’s life is in danger because of his case
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and Deacon must decide if some things are better

left hidden.

Conservation Monitoring in Freshwater Habitats
Intertidal mudflats are distinct, highly-productive marine
habitats which provide important ecosystem services to
the land-sea interface. In contrast to other marine
habitats, and despite a large body of primary scientific
literature, no comprehensive synthesis exists, such that the
scattered knowledge base lacks an integrated conceptual
framework. We attempt to provide this synthesis by
pulling together and contextualizing the different

disciplines, tools, and approaches used in the study of
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intertidal mudflats. The editor pays particular attention to
relationships between the various components of the
synthesis, both at the conceptual and the operational
levels, validating these relationships through close
interaction with the various authors.

The involvement of humans with ducks,
geese and swans has probably been closer
than with any other group of birds, today and
for several millenia past. This involvement, in
its many aspects, is the theme of this

compelling and readable account by an
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Assistant Director of the Wildfowl and
Wetlands Trust. Dr Kear ranges widely, from
a summary of the taxonomy and natural
history of wildfowl, through a history of
domestication world wide, to wildfowling,
decoys, conservation and captive breeding,
conflicts with agriculture, and wildfowl in
legend and literature. Throughout, the text
abounds with little-known facts and insights
to intrigue the general reader and expert
alike - a reflection of the author's wide
reading and affection for her subject. Jacket
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illustrations by Joe Blossom

Man and Wildfowl

As in the terrestrial environment, most data collection from
freshwater habitats to date falls into the survey, surveillance
or research categories. The critical dif ference between these
exercises and a monitoring project is that a monitoring
project will clearly identify when we need to make a
management response. A Model for Conservation
Management and Monitoring Monitoring (as defined by
Hellawell) is essentially a tool of practical conservation
management, and Fig. 1.1 shows a simple, but ef fective,
model for nature conser- tion management and monitoring.
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The need for clear decision-making is implicit in this model.
First we must decide what would represent a favourable state
for the key habitat or species, and then we must decide when
to intervene if the state is (or becomes) unfavourable. A third,
of ten overlooked, but equally important, decision concerns
when we would consider the habitat or species to have
recovered; this is unlikely to be the same point that we became
concerned about it. This decision not only has resource imp-
cations, it can also have major implications for other habitats
and species (prey species are an obvious example). All of these
decisions are essential to the devel- ment of an ef ficient and
ef fective monitoring project.

Forever Bluegrass #2
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Since 1989, there have been over 200 post-
conviction DNA exonerations in the United
States. On the surface, the release of
innocent people from prison could be seen as
a victory for the criminal justice system:

the wrong person went to jail, but the

mistake was fixed and the accused set free. A
closer look at miscarriages of justice,
however, reveals that such errors are not
aberrations but deeply revealing, common
features of our legal system. The ten

original essays in When Law Fails view
wrongful convictions not as random mistakes

but as organic outcomes of a misshaped larger
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system that is rife with faulty eyewitness
identifications, false confessions, biased
juries, and racial discrimination.
Distinguished legal thinkers Charles J.
Ogletree, Jr., and Austin Sarat have
assembled a stellar group of contributors who
try to make sense of justice gone wrong and
to answer urgent questions. Are miscarriages
of justice systemic or symptomatic, or are
they mostly idiosyncratic? What are the
broader implications of justice gone awry for
the ways we think about law? Are there ways
of reconceptualizing legal missteps that are

particularly useful or illuminating? These
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instructive essays both address the questions
and point the way toward further discussion.
When Law Fails reveals the dramatic
consequences as well as the daily realities

of breakdowns in the law’s ability to deliver
justice swiftly and fairly, and calls on us

to look beyond headline-grabbing exonerations
to see how failure is embedded in the legal
system itself. Once we are able to recognize
miscarriages of justice we will be able to
begin to fix our broken legal system.
Contributors: Douglas A. Berman, Markus D.
Dubber, Mary L. Dudziak, Patricia Ewick,

Daniel Givelber, Linda Ross Meyer, Charles J.
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Ogletree, Jr., Austin Sarat, Jonathan Simon,

and Robert Weisberg.

Mudflat Ecology
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