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"Revisiting the Elegy in the Black Lives Matter Era is an edited collection of
critical essays and poetry that investigates contemporary elegy within the black
diaspora. Scores of contemporary writers have turned to elegiac poetry and prose
in order to militate against the white supremacist logic that has led to recent
deaths of unarmed black men, women, and children. This volume combines
scholarly and creative understandings of the elegy in order to discern how
mourning feeds our political awareness in this dystopian time, as writers attempt
to see, hear, and say something in relation to the bodies of the dead as well as to
living readers. Moreover, this book provides a model for how to productively
interweave theoretical and deeply personal accounts to encourage discussions
about art and activism that transgress disciplinary boundaries, as well as lines of
race, gender, class, and nation"-A reinvestigation of chemical biological weapons dropped on the Hmong people in
the fallout of the Vietnam War In this staggering work of documentary, poetry,
and collage, Mai Der Vang reopens a wrongdoing that deserves a new reckoning.
As the United States abandoned them at the end of the Vietnam War, many
Hmong refugees recounted stories of a mysterious substance that fell from planes
during their escape from Laos starting in the mid-1970s. This substance, known
as “yellow rain,” caused severe illnesses and thousands of deaths. These reports
prompted an investigation into allegations that a chemical biological weapon had
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been used against the Hmong in breach of international treaties. A Cold War
scandal erupted, wrapped in partisan debate around chemical arms development
versus control. And then, to the world’s astonishment, American scientists argued
that yellow rain was the feces of honeybees defecating en masse—still held as the
widely accepted explanation. The truth of what happened to the Hmong, to those
who experienced and suffered yellow rain, has been ignored and discredited.
Integrating archival research and declassified documents, Yellow Rain calls out
the erasure of a history, the silencing of a people who at the time lacked the
capacity and resources to defend and represent themselves. In poems that sing
and lament, that contend and question, Vang restores a vital narrative in danger
of being lost, and brilliantly explores what it means to have access to the truth
and how marginalized groups are often forbidden that access.
A portrait equal parts hope and cruelty, this searing, compelling book is an
enduring fan favorite by Philadelphia-based poet CAConrad.
National Book Critics Circle Award Winner A National Book Award Finalist A
vital, searching new collection from one of finest American poets at work today In
"Those Nights," Frank Bidart writes: "We who could get / somewhere through /
words through / sex could not." Words and sex, art and flesh: In Metaphysical
Dog, Bidart explores their nexus. The result stands among this deeply
adventurous poet's most powerful and achieved work, an emotionally naked,
fearlessly candid journey through many of the central axes, the central conflicts,
of his life, and ours. Near the end of the book, Bidart writes: In adolescence, you
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thought your work ancient work: to decipher at last human beings' relation to
God. Decipher love. To make what was once whole whole again: or to see why it
never should have been thought whole. This "ancient work" reflects what the poet
sees as fundamental in human feeling, what psychologists and mystics have called
the "hunger for the Absolute"—a hunger as fundamental as any physical hunger.
This hunger must confront the elusiveness of the Absolute, our self-deluding,
failed glimpses of it. The third section of the book is titled "History is a series of
failed revelations." The result is one of the most fascinating and ambitious books
of poetry in many years. One of Publishers Weekly's Best Poetry Books of 2013 A
New York Times Notable Book of 2013 An NPR Best Book of 2013
American Women Poets in the 21st Century
Poems
Angela Davis
Caucasia
Under the Skin
The Penguin Book of the Prose Poem
“Ari Banias is one of the best living poets, and this book in your hands is our proof.
Anybody is the courage of a poet who trusts the strength of poetry to make room in
our world for everybody.” —CAConrad In Anybody, Ari Banias takes up questions of
recognition and belonging: how boundaries are drawn and managed, the ways he and
she, us and them, here and elsewhere are kept separate, and at what cost identities
and selves are forged. Moving through iconic and imagined landscapes, Anybody
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confronts the strangeness of being alive and of being a restlessly gendered, queer,
emotive body. Wherever the poet turns—the cruising spaces of Fire Island, a city lake,
a Greek island, a bodega-turned-coffee-shop—he finds the charge of boundedness and
signification, the implications of what it means to be a this instead of a that. Witty,
tender, and original, these poems pierce the constructs that define our lives.
Look out for Danzy Senna's latest book, New People, on sale in August! Birdie and
Cole are the daughters of a black father and a white mother, intellectuals and
activists in the Civil Rights Movement in 1970s Boston. The sisters are so close that
they speak their own language, yet Birdie, with her light skin and straight hair, is
often mistaken for white, while Cole is dark enough to fit in with the other kids at
school. Despite their differences, Cole is Birdie’s confidant, her protector, the mirror
by which she understands herself. Then their parents’ marriage collapses. One night
Birdie watches her father and his new girlfriend drive away with Cole. Soon Birdie
and her mother are on the road as well, drifting across the country in search of a new
home. But for Birdie, home will always be Cole. Haunted by the loss of her sister, she
sets out a desperate search for the family that left her behind. The extraordinary
national bestseller that launched Danzy Senna’s literary career, Caucasia is a modern
classic, at once a powerful coming of age story and a groundbreaking work on
identity and race in America.
Poetic reflections on race, class, violence, segregation, and the hidden histories that
shape our divided urban landscapes.
FINALIST FOR THE 2021 ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE IN
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NONFICTION Claudia Rankine’s Citizen changed the conversation—Just Us urges all
of us into it As everyday white supremacy becomes increasingly vocalized with no
clear answers at hand, how best might we approach one another? Claudia Rankine,
without telling us what to do, urges us to begin the discussions that might open
pathways through this divisive and stuck moment in American history. Just Us is an
invitation to discover what it takes to stay in the room together, even and especially
in breaching the silence, guilt, and violence that follow direct addresses of whiteness.
Rankine’s questions disrupt the false comfort of our culture’s liminal and private
spaces—the airport, the theater, the dinner party, the voting booth—where neutrality
and politeness live on the surface of differing commitments, beliefs, and prejudices as
our public and private lives intersect. This brilliant arrangement of essays, poems,
and images includes the voices and rebuttals of others: white men in first class
responding to, and with, their white male privilege; a friend’s explanation of her
infuriating behavior at a play; and women confronting the political currency of dying
their hair blond, all running alongside fact-checked notes and commentary that
complements Rankine’s own text, complicating notions of authority and who gets the
last word. Sometimes wry, often vulnerable, and always prescient, Just Us is
Rankine’s most intimate work, less interested in being right than in being true, being
together.
From Baudelaire to Anne Carson
Yellow Rain
Where Lyric Meets Language
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The Three Mothers
An Introduction to Concepts and Theories
An American Lyric
Poetry in America is flourishing in this new millennium and asking serious questions of itself: Is
writing marked by gender and if so, how? What does it mean to be experimental? How can lyric
forms be authentic? This volume builds on the energetic tensions inherent in these questions,
focusing on ten major American women poets whose collective work shows an incredible range of
poetic practice. Each section of the book is devoted to a single poet and contains new poems; a
brief "statement of poetics" by the poet herself in which she explores the forces — personal,
aesthetic, political — informing her creative work; a critical essay on the poet's work; a
biographical statement; and a bibliography listing works by and about the poet. Underscoring the
dynamic give and take between poets and the culture at large, this anthology is indispensable for
anyone interested in poetry, gender and the creative process. CONTRIBUTORS: Rae
Armantrout, Mei-mei Berssenbrugge, Lucie Brock Broido, Jorie Graham, Barbara Guest, Lyn
Hejinian, Brenda Hillman, Susan Howe, Ann Lauterbach, Harryette Mullen.
Claudia Rankine’s Citizen changed the conversation—Just Us urges all of us into it As everyday
white supremacy becomes increasingly vocalized with no clear answers at hand, how best might
we approach one another? Claudia Rankine, without telling us what to do, urges us to begin the
discussions that might open pathways through this divisive and stuck moment in American
history. Just Us is an invitation to discover what it takes to stay in the room together, even and
especially in breaching the silence, guilt, and violence that follow direct addresses of whiteness.
Rankine’s questions disrupt the false comfort of our culture’s liminal and private spaces—the
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airport, the theater, the dinner party, the voting booth—where neutrality and politeness live on the
surface of differing commitments, beliefs, and prejudices as our public and private lives intersect.
This brilliant arrangement of essays, poems, and images includes the voices and rebuttals of
others: white men in first class responding to, and with, their white male privilege; a friend’s
explanation of her infuriating behavior at a play; and women confronting the political currency of
dying their hair blond, all running alongside fact-checked notes and commentary that
complements Rankine’s own text, complicating notions of authority and who gets the last word.
Sometimes wry, often vulnerable, and always prescient, Just Us is Rankine’s most intimate work,
less interested in being right than in being true, being together.
A book-length poem about how an American Indian writer can’t bring himself to write about
nature, but is forced to reckon with colonial-white stereotypes, manifest destiny, and his own
identity as an young, queer, urban-dwelling poet. A Best Book of the Year at BuzzFeed, Interview,
and more. Nature Poem follows Teebs—a young, queer, American Indian (or NDN) poet—who can’t
bring himself to write a nature poem. For the reservation-born, urban-dwelling hipster, the
exercise feels stereotypical, reductive, and boring. He hates nature. He prefers city lights to the
night sky. He’d slap a tree across the face. He’d rather write a mountain of hashtag punchlines
about death and give head in a pizza-parlor bathroom; he’d rather write odes to Aretha Franklin
and Hole. While he’s adamant—bratty, even—about his distaste for the word “natural,” over the
course of the book we see him confronting the assimilationist, historical, colonial-white ideas that
collude NDN people with nature. The closer his people were identified with the “natural world,”
he figures, the easier it was to mow them down like the underbrush. But Teebs gradually learns
how to interpret constellations through his own lens, along with human nature, sexuality,
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language, music, and Twitter. Even while he reckons with manifest destiny and genocide and
centuries of disenfranchisement, he learns how to have faith in his own voice.
Winner of the T. S. Eliot Prize, "essential reading for the broken-hearted of all ages" (The
Guardian) The effortless virtuosity, drama, and humanity of Carol Ann Duffy's verse have made
her much admired among contemporary poets. Rapture is a book-length love poem and a moving
act of personal testimony. But what sets these poems apart from other treatments of the subject is
Duffy's refusal to simplify the contradictions of love and read its transformations-infatuation,
longing, passion, commitment, rancor, separation, and grief-as either redemptive or destructive.
This is a map of real love in all its churning complexity, simultaneously direct and subtle, showing
us that a song can be made of even the most painful episodes in our lives. With poems that will
find deep resonance in the experience of most readers, it is a collection that can and does speak for
us all.
1919
The Racial Imaginary
Civic Sermons on Love, Responsibility, and Democracy
The Hidden Toll of Racism on American Lives and on the Health of Our Nation
Nature Poem
The White Card

The collected works of Adrienne Rich, whose poetry is "distinguished
by an unswerving progressive vision and a dazzling, empathic ferocity"
(New York Times). A Finalist for the 2017 Pulitzer Prize in Poetry.
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Adrienne Rich was the singular voice of her generation and one of our
most important American poets. She brought discussions of gender,
race, and class to the forefront of poetical discourse, pushing formal
boundaries and consistently examining both self and society. This
collected volume traces the evolution of her poetry, from her earliest
work, which was formally exact and decorous, to her later work, which
became increasingly radical in both its free-verse form and feminist
and political content. The entire body of her poetry is on display in this
vast volume, including the National Book Award–winning Diving Into
the Wreck and her prize-winning Atlas of the Difficult World. The
Collected Poems of Adrienne Rich gathers and memorializes all of her
boldly political, formally ambitious, thoughtful, and lucid work, the
whole of which makes her one of the most prolific and influential
poets of our time.
The highly anticipated second collection by Danez Smith—“Hallelujah
is an understatement” (Patricia Smith) Award-winning poet Danez
Smith is a groundbreaking force, celebrated for deft lyrics, urgent
subjects, and performative power. Don’t Call Us Dead opens with a
heartrending sequence that imagines an afterlife for black men shot
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by police, a place where suspicion, violence, and grief are forgotten
and replaced with the safety, love, and longevity they deserved here on
earth. Smith turns then to desire, mortality—the dangers experienced
in skin and body and blood—and a diagnosis of HIV positive. “Some of
us are killed / in pieces,” Smith writes, “some of us all at once.” Don’t
Call Us Dead is an astonishing and ambitious collection, one that
confronts, praises, and rebukes America—“Dear White
America”—where every day is too often a funeral and not often enough
a miracle.
Okay, so maybe I've been living in the woods too long, where you can't
even get a decent cup of klava first thing in the morning. So who
should turn up but Lady Teldra, the courtly servant of my old friend
the Dragonlord Morrolan? Teldra wants my help, because Morrolan
and Aliera have disappeared, and according to Sethra Lavode, it looks
like they may be in the hands of the Jenoine. Do I want to mess with
them? The guys who made this place? And I thought I had problems
before... Oh well, what's a little cosmic battle with beings who control
time and space? It's better than hunkering down in the woods without
even so much as a drinkable cup of klava. In Issola, Stephen Brust
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delivers another swashbuckling fantasy adventure for Vlad Taltos. At
the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
A thrilling, discursive second collection from “a poet for this
hour—bewildered, hopeful, and cracklingly alive” (Mark Doty). The
poems in Ari Banias’s thrilling and discursive second collection, A
Symmetry, unsettle the myth of a benevolently ordered reality.
Through uncanny repetitions and elliptical inquiry, Banias contends
with the inscriptions of nationhood, language, and ancestral memory
in the architectures of daily experience. Refusing the nostalgias of
classicism and the trap of authenticity, these poems turn instead to a
Greece of garbage strikes and throwaway tourist pleasures, where bad
gender means bad grammar, and a California coast where mansions
offer themselves to be crushed under your thumb. A piece of citrus
hurled into one poem’s apartment window rolls downhill and escapes
the narrative altogether in another. Farmers destroy their own olive
trees, strangers mesmerize us as they fold sheets into perfect corners,
“artists who design border wall prototypes are artists / who say they
“leave politics out of it.’” Climate collapse and debt accelerate, and
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desire transforms itself in the ruins. From within psychic interiors and
iconic sites—the museum, the strip mall, the discotheque, the sea—A
Symmetry attends to the intimate, social proportions of our material
world and discerns the simmering potential of a present that “can be
some other way. And is.”
She Had Some Horses: Poems
The Cineaste: Poems
A Novel
Contemporary Sociology
Revisiting the Elegy in the Black Lives Matter Era
Citizen Illegal
A dazzling debut collection of raw and explosive poems about growing up in a sexist,
sensationalized world, from a thrilling new feminist voice. i’m a good girl, bad girl,
dream girl, sad girl girl next door sunbathing in the driveway i wanna be them all at
once, i wanna be all the girls I’ve ever loved —from “Girl” Lauded for the power of her
writing and having attracted an online fan base of millions for her extraordinary spokenword performances, Olivia Gatwood now weaves together her own coming-of-age with
an investigation into our culture’s romanticization of violence against women. At times
blistering and riotous, at times soulful and exuberant, Life of the Party explores the
boundary between what is real and what is imagined in a life saturated with fear.
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Gatwood asks, How does a girl grow into a woman in a world racked by violence?
Where is the line between perpetrator and victim? In precise, searing language, she
illustrates how what happens to our bodies can make us who we are. Praise for Life of
the Party “Delicately devastating, this book will make us all ‘feel less alone in the dark.’
”—Miel Bredouw, writer and comedian, Punch Up the Jam “Gatwood writes about the
women who were forgotten and the men who got off too easy with an effortlessness
and empathy and anger that yanked every emotion on the spectrum out of me. Imagine,
we get to live in the age of Olivia Gatwood. Goddamn.”—Jamie Loftus, writer and
comedian, Boss Whom Is Girl and The Bechdel Cast “I’ve read every poem in Life of
the Party. I’ve read each of them more than once. In some parts of the book the spine is
already breaking because I’ve spent so much time poring over it and losing hours in
this world Olivia Gatwood has partly created, but partly just invited the reader to enter
on their own, caution signs be damned. This book is enlightening, inspiring, igniting,
and f***ing scary. I loved every word on every page with a ferocity that frightened
me.”—Madeline Brewer, actress, The Handmaid’s Tale, Orange Is the New Black, and
Cam
A play about the imagined fault line between black and white lives by Claudia Rankine,
the author of Citizen The White Card stages a conversation that is both informed and
derailed by the black/white American drama. The scenes in this one-act play, for all the
characters’ disagreements, stalemates, and seeming impasses, explore what happens
if one is willing to stay in the room when it is painful to bear the pressure to listen and
the obligation to respond. —from the introduction by Claudia Rankine Claudia
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Rankine’s first published play, The White Card, poses the essential question: Can
American society progress if whiteness remains invisible? Composed of two scenes,
the play opens with a dinner party thrown by Virginia and Charles, an influential
Manhattan couple, for the up-and-coming artist Charlotte. Their conversation about art
and representations of race spirals toward the devastation of Virginia and Charles’s
intentions. One year later, the second scene brings Charlotte and Charles into the
artist’s studio, and their confrontation raises both the stakes and the questions of
what—and who—is actually on display. Rankine’s The White Card is a moving and
revelatory distillation of racial divisions as experienced in the white spaces of the living
room, the art gallery, the theater, and the imagination itself.
"Here, available for the first time in the UK, is the book in which Claudia Rankine first
developed the 'American Lyric' form which makes her Forward Prize-winning collection
Citizenso distinctive- an original combination of poetry, lyric essay, photography and
visual art, virtuosically deployed. Don't Let Me Be Lonelyis Rankine's meditation on the
self bewildered by race riots, terrorism, medicated depression and television's
ubiquitous influence. Written during George W. Bush's presidency in an America still
reeling from the 9/11 attacks and charging headlong into war in Iraq, this is an early
21st-century work of great wit, intelligence and depth of feeling, with urgent lessons for
the present."
From an award-winning writer at the New York Times Magazine and a contributor to the
1619 Project comes a landmark book that tells the full story of racial health disparities
in America, revealing the toll racism takes on individuals and the health of our nation.
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In 2018, Linda Villarosa's New York Times Magazine article on maternal and infant
mortality among black mothers and babies in America caused an awakening. Hundreds
of studies had previously established a link between racial discrimination and the
health of Black Americans, with little progress toward solutions. But Villarosa's article
exposing that a Black woman with a college education is as likely to die or nearly die in
childbirth as a white woman with an eighth grade education made racial disparities in
health care impossible to ignore. Now, in Under the Skin, Linda Villarosa lays bare the
forces in the American health-care system and in American society that cause Black
people to “live sicker and die quicker” compared to their white counterparts. Today's
medical texts and instruments still carry fallacious slavery-era assumptions that Black
bodies are fundamentally different from white bodies. Study after study of medical
settings show worse treatment and outcomes for Black patients. Black people live in
dirtier, more polluted communities due to environmental racism and neglect from all
levels of government. And, most powerfully, Villarosa describes the new understanding
that coping with the daily scourge of racism ages Black people prematurely. Anchored
by unforgettable human stories and offering incontrovertible proof, Under the Skin is
dramatic, tragic, and necessary reading.
Collected Poems: 1950-2012
Black Lives, Healing, and US Social Transformation
The Tangled History of Black Hair Culture
Anybody: Poems
Twisted
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Writers on Race in the Life of the Mind

A “harrowing and hallucinogenic” collection of poems from author of the New York
Times–bestselling National Book Award-finalist Citizen: An American Lyric (Library Journal).
Claudia Rankine’s book-length poem about rising racial tensions in America, Citizen: An
American Lyric, won numerous prizes, including the The National Book Critic’s Circle Award.
Her new collection of poems—intrepid, obsessive, and erotic—tell the story of a woman’s
attempt to reconcile herself to her own despair. Drawing on voices from Jane Eyre to Lady
MacBeth, Rankine welds the cerebral and the spiritual, the sensual and the grotesque. Whether
writing about intimacy or alienation, what remains long after is her singular voice—its beguiling
cadence and vivid physicality. There is an unprotected quality to this writing, as if each word has
been pushed out along the precipice, daring us to go with it. Rankine’s power lies in the
intoxicating pull of that dare. From one of contemporary poetry’s most powerful and provocative
authors, The End of the Alphabet is a work where “wits at once keen and tenacious match
themselves against grief’s genius” (Boston Review).
Previously published: Oxford, UK; New York: Oxford University Press, c2006.
This poetry collection by the acclaimed author of Citizen presents an “inexhaustibly complex,
varied, and . . . grimly inventive” meditation on maternity (Verse). In Claudia Rankine’s Plot, an
expectant mother, Liv, and her husband, Erland, find themselves propelled into one of our most
basic plots: boy loves girl, girl gets pregnant. Liv’s respect for life, however, makes her reluctant
to bring a new life into the world. The couple’s electrifying journey is charted through dreams,
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conversations, and reflections. A text like no other, it crosses genres, existing at times in poetry,
at times in dialogue and prose, in order to arrive at new life and baby Ersatz. This stunning, avantgarde performance enacts what it means to be human, and to invest in humanity. “Plot moves as
in a picaresque novel, in which the body schemes and frightens, accompanied by Claudia
Rankine’s instinct for poetic surprise.” —Barbara Guest, poet and author of Herself Defined
Literary Nonfiction. Essays. Edited by Geoffrey Babbitt and David Weiss. FIVE PLOTS is a
debut essay collection by Erica Trabold, winner of the inaugural Deborah Tall Lyric Essay Book
Prize, selected by John D'Agata. FIVE PLOTS delves into notions of how we are shaped by the
land every bit as much as we shape it. This is a book that eschews easy ways of understanding and
experiencing the world by investigating place as a malleable psychological and phenomenological
force.
Plot
The End of the Alphabet
Kumukanda
Metaphysical Dog
Racism Explained to My Daughter
Nothing in Nature is Private
Frank, fearless letters from poets of all colors, genders, classes about the material conditions
under which their art is made.
A collection of poems in which Joy Harjo explores themes of female despair, awakening,
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power, and love.
Poetry. African American Studies. "Claudia Rankine is a fiercely gifted young poet.
Intelligence, a curiosity and hunger for understanding like some worrying, interior, physical
pain, a gift for being alert in the world. She knows when to bless and to curse, to wonder and to
judge, and she doesn't flinch. NOTHING IN NATURE IS PRIVATE is an arrival. It's the kind
of book that makes you hopeful for American poetry."—Robert Hass "I am excited by
Claudia Rankine's poems, their elegance, their emotional force, their scrupulous intimation of
multiple identities. Representing brilliantly the prismatic vision of a Jamaican, middle class,
intellectual black woman living in America, they address the widest constituency of readers.
This is a richly rewarding collection."—Mervyn Morris
In this incendiary debut collection, activist and poet Cicely Belle Blain intimately revisits
familiar spaces in geography, in the arts, and in personal history to expose the legacy of
colonization and its impact on Black bodies. They use poetry to illuminate their activist work:
exposing racism, especially anti-Blackness, and helping people see the connections between
history and systemic oppression that show up in every human interaction, space, and
community. Their poems demonstrate how the world is both beautiful and cruel, a truth that
inspires overwhelming anger and awe -- all of which spills out onto the page to tell the story of
a challenging, complex, nuanced, and joyful life. In Burning Sugar, verse and epistolary,
racism and resilience, pain and precarity are flawlessly sewn together by the mighty hands of a
Black, queer femme. This book is the second title to be published under the VS. Books imprint,
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a series curated and edited by writer-musician Vivek Shraya, featuring work by new and
emerging Indigenous or Black writers, or writers of color.
Ghost Wall
Just Us
Rapture
Become America
Don't Let Me Be Lonely
The Little Book of Race and Restorative Justice
*Winner of the Dylan Thomas Prize 2018* *Winner of the Somerset Maugham
Award 2018* 'A brilliant debut - a tender, nostalgic and, at times, darkly hilarious
exploration of black boyhood, masculinity and grief. A gorgeous and necessary
collection from one of my favourite writers' Warsan Shire Translating as
'initiation', kumukanda is the name given to the rites a young boy from the Luvale
tribe must pass through before he is considered a man. The poems of Kayo
Chingonyi's remarkable debut explore this passage: between two worlds,
ancestral and contemporary; between the living and the dead; between the gulf of
who he is and how he is perceived. Underpinned by a love of music, language and
literature, here is a powerful exploration of race, identity and masculinity,
celebrating what it means to be British and not British, all at once. *Shortlisted
for the Costa Poetry Prize; Seamus Heaney Centre First Poetry Collection Prize;
Ted Hughes Award for New Work in Poetry; Roehampton Poetry Prize; Jhalak
Page 19/28

Download File PDF Citizen An American Lyric Paperback
Prize 2018*
A Kirkus Best Book of the Year Stamped from the Beginning meets You Can't
Touch My Hair in this timely and resonant essay collection from Guardian
contributor and prominent BBC race correspondent Emma Dabiri, exploring the
ways in which black hair has been appropriated and stigmatized throughout
history, with ruminations on body politics, race, pop culture, and Dabiri’s own
journey to loving her hair. Emma Dabiri can tell you the first time she chemically
straightened her hair. She can describe the smell, the atmosphere of the salon,
and her mix of emotions when she saw her normally kinky tresses fall down her
shoulders. For as long as Emma can remember, her hair has been a source of
insecurity, shame, and—from strangers and family alike—discrimination. And she
is not alone. Despite increasingly liberal world views, black hair continues to be
erased, appropriated, and stigmatized to the point of taboo. Through her personal
and historical journey, Dabiri gleans insights into the way racism is coded in
society’s perception of black hair—and how it is often used as an avenue for
discrimination. Dabiri takes us from pre-colonial Africa, through the Harlem
Renaissance, and into today's Natural Hair Movement, exploring everything from
women's solidarity and friendship, to the criminalization of dreadlocks, to the
dubious provenance of Kim Kardashian's braids. Through the lens of hair texture,
Dabiri leads us on a historical and cultural investigation of the global history of
racism—and her own personal journey of self-love and finally, acceptance. Deeply
researched and powerfully resonant, Twisted proves that far from being only hair,
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black hairstyling culture can be understood as an allegory for black oppression
and, ultimately, liberation.
“Olivarez steps into the ‘inbetween’ standing between Mexico and America in
these compelling, emotional poems. Written with humor and sincerity”
(Newsweek). Named a Best Book of the Year by Newsweek and NPR. In this
“devastating debut” (Publishers Weekly), poet José Olivarez explores the stories,
contradictions, joys, and sorrows that embody life in the spaces between Mexico
and America. He paints vivid portraits of good kids, bad kids, families clinging to
hope, life after the steel mills, gentrifying barrios, and everything in between.
Drawing on the rich traditions of Latinx and Chicago writers like Sandra Cisneros
and Gwendolyn Brooks, Olivarez creates a home out of life in the in-between.
Combining wry humor with potent emotional force, Olivarez takes on complex
issues of race, ethnicity, gender, class, and immigration using an everyday
language that invites the reader in, with a unique voice that makes him a poet to
watch. “The son of Mexican immigrants, Olivarez celebrates his MexicanAmerican identity and examines how those two sides conflict in a striking
collection of poems.” —USA Today
The last decades have seen an explosion of the prose poem. More and more
writers are turning to this peculiarly rich and flexible form; it defines Claudia
Rankine's Citizen, one of the most talked-about books of recent years, and many
others, such as Sarah Howe's Loop of Jade and Vahni Capildeo's Measures of
Expatriation, make extensive use of it. Yet this fertile mode which in its time has
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drawn the likes of Charles Baudelaire, Oscar Wilde, T. S. Eliot, Gertrude Stein
and Seamus Heaney remains, for many contemporary readers, something of a
mystery. The history of the prose poem is a long and fascinating one. Here,
Jeremy Noel-Tod reconstructs it for us by selecting the essential pieces of writing
- by turns luminous, brooding, lamentatory and comic - which have defined and
developed the form at each stage, from its beginnings in 19th-century France,
through the 20th-century traditions of Britain and America and beyond the
English language, to the great wealth of material written internationally since
2000. Comprehensively told, it yields one of the most original and genre-changing
anthologies to be published for some years, and offers readers the chance to
discover a diverse range of new poets and new kinds of poem, while also meeting
famous names in an unfamiliar guise.
Life of the Party
Five Plots
Issola
Don't Call Us Dead
Citizen
An American Conversation
What does it mean to be an engaged American in today’s divided political landscape,
and how do we restore hope in our country? In a collection of “civic sermons” delivered
at gatherings around the nation, popular advocate for active citizenship Eric Liu takes
on these thorny questions and provides inspiration and solace in a time of anger, fear,
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and dismay over the state of the Union. Here are 19 stirring explorations of current and
timeless topics about democracy, liberty, equal justice, and powerful citizenship. This
book will energize you to get involved, in ways both large and small, to help rebuild a
country that you’re proud to call home. Become America will challenge you to
rehumanize our politics and rekindle a spirit of love in civic life.
* Finalist for the National Book Award in Poetry * * Winner of the National Book Critics
Circle Award in Poetry * Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award in Criticism *
Winner of the NAACP Image Award * Winner of the L.A. Times Book Prize * Winner of
the PEN Open Book Award * ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New
Yorker, Boston Globe, The Atlantic, BuzzFeed, NPR. Los Angeles Times, Publishers
Weekly, Slate, Time Out New York, Vulture, Refinery 29, and many more . . . A
provocative meditation on race, Claudia Rankine's long-awaited follow up to her
groundbreaking book Don't Let Me Be Lonely: An American Lyric. Claudia Rankine's
bold new book recounts mounting racial aggressions in ongoing encounters in twentyfirst-century daily life and in the media. Some of these encounters are slights, seeming
slips of the tongue, and some are intentional offensives in the classroom, at the
supermarket, at home, on the tennis court with Serena Williams and the soccer field
with Zinedine Zidane, online, on TV-everywhere, all the time. The accumulative stresses
come to bear on a person's ability to speak, perform, and stay alive. Our addressability
is tied to the state of our belonging, Rankine argues, as are our assumptions and
expectations of citizenship. In essay, image, and poetry, Citizen is a powerful testament
to the individual and collective effects of racism in our contemporary, often named
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"post-race" society.
Angela Davis has been a political activist at the cutting edge of the Black Liberation,
feminist, queer, and prison abolitionist movements for more than 50 years. First
published and edited by Toni Morrison in 1974, An Autobiography is a powerful and
commanding account of her early years in struggle. Davis describes her journey from a
childhood on Dynamite Hill in Birmingham, Alabama, to one of the most significant
political trials of the century: from her political activity in a New York high school to her
work with the U.S. Communist Party, the Black Panther Party, and the Soledad Brothers;
and from the faculty of the Philosophy Department at UCLA to the FBI's list of the Ten
Most Wanted Fugitives. Told with warmth, brilliance, humor and conviction, Angela
Davis’s autobiography is a classic account of a life in struggle with echoes in our own
time.
A handbook showing how racial justice and restorative justice can transform the
African American experience in America. The Little Book of Race and Restorative
Justice will inform scholars and practitioners on the subjects of pervasive racial
inequity and the healing offered by restorative justice practices. Addressing the
intersectionality of race and the US criminal justice system, social activist Fania E.
Davis explores how restorative justice has the capacity to disrupt patterns of mass
incarceration through effective, equitable, and transformative approaches. Eager to
break the still-pervasive, centuries-long cycles of racial prejudice and trauma in
America, Davis unites the racial justice and restorative justice movements, aspiring to
increase awareness of deep-seated problems as well as positive action toward change.
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Davis highlights real restorative justice initiatives that function from a racial justice
perspective; these programs are utilized in schools, justice systems, and communities,
intentionally seeking to ameliorate racial disparities and systemic inequities. She looks
at initiatives that strive to address the historical harms against African Americans
throughout the nation. This entry in the Justice and Peacebuilding series is a much
needed and long overdue examination of the issue of race in America as well as a
beacon of hope as we learn to work together to repair damage, change perspectives,
and strive to do better.
Burning Sugar
A Play
How the Mothers of Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, and James Baldwin Shaped a
Nation
A Symmetry: Poems
The Book of Frank
An Autobiography

"Tubbs' connection to these women is palpable on the page — as both a mother and a
scholar of the impact Black motherhood has had on America. Through Tubbs' writing,
Berdis, Alberta, and Louise's stories sing. Theirs is a history forgotten that begs to be
told, and Tubbs tells it brilliantly." — Ibram X. Kendi, #1 New York Times bestselling
author of How to Be an Antiracist and National Book Award winner Stamped from the
Beginning Much has been written about Berdis Baldwin's son James, about Alberta
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King's son Martin Luther, and Louise Little's son Malcolm. But virtually nothing has
been said about the extraordinary women who raised them. In her groundbreaking and
essential debut The Three Mothers, scholar Anna Malaika Tubbs celebrates Black
motherhood by telling the story of the three women who raised and shaped some of
America's most pivotal heroes. A New York Times Bestsellers Editors' Choice An
Amazon Editor's Pick for February Amazon's Best Biographies and Memoirs of 2021
One of theSkimm's "16 Essential Books to Read This Black History Month" One of
Fortune Magazine's "21 Books to Look Forward to in 2021!" One of Badass Women's
Bookclub picks for "Badass Books We Can’t Wait to Read in 2021!" One of Working
Mother Magazine's "21 Best Books of 2021 for Working Moms" One of Ms. Magazine's
"Most Anticipated Reads for the Rest of Us 2021" One of Bustle's "11 Nonfiction Books
To Read For Black History Month — All Written By Women" One of SheReads.com's
"Most anticipated nonfiction books of 2021" Berdis Baldwin, Alberta King, and Louise
Little were all born at the beginning of the 20th century and forced to contend with the
prejudices of Jim Crow as Black women. These three extraordinary women passed
their knowledge to their children with the hope of helping them to survive in a society
that would deny their humanity from the very beginning—from Louise teaching her
children about their activist roots, to Berdis encouraging James to express himself
through writing, to Alberta basing all of her lessons in faith and social justice. These
women used their strength and motherhood to push their children toward greatness, all
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with a conviction that every human being deserves dignity and respect despite the
rampant discrimination they faced. These three mothers taught resistance and a
fundamental belief in the worth of Black people to their sons, even when these beliefs
flew in the face of America’s racist practices and led to ramifications for all three
families’ safety. The fight for equal justice and dignity came above all else for the three
mothers. These women, their similarities and differences, as individuals and as
mothers, represent a piece of history left untold and a celebration of Black motherhood
long overdue.
An award-winning poet uses the cinema as the basis for his new volume of prose, using
classic films like The Birth of a Nation, Metropolis and The Great Train Robbery as a
starting point for contemplation and fantasy.
A Southern Living Best New Book of Winter 2019; A Refinery29 Best Book of January
2019; A Most Anticipated Book of 2019 at The Week, Huffington Post, Nylon, and Lit
Hub; An Indie Next Pick for January 2019 “Ghost Wall has subtlety, wit, and the force
of a rock to the head: an instant classic.” —Emma Donoghue, author of Room "A worthy
match for 3 a.m. disquiet, a book that evoked existential dread, but contained it,
beautifully, like a shipwreck in a bottle.” —Margaret Talbot, The New Yorker A taut,
gripping tale of a young woman and an Iron Age reenactment trip that unearths
frightening behavior The light blinds you; there’s a lot you miss by gathering at the
fireside. In the north of England, far from the intrusions of cities but not far from
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civilization, Silvie and her family are living as if they are ancient Britons, surviving by the
tools and knowledge of the Iron Age. For two weeks, the length of her father’s
vacation, they join an anthropology course set to reenact life in simpler times. They are
surrounded by forests of birch and rowan; they make stew from foraged roots and
hunted rabbit. The students are fulfilling their coursework; Silvie’s father is fulfilling his
lifelong obsession. He has raised her on stories of early man, taken her to witness rare
artifacts, recounted time and again their rituals and beliefs—particularly their sacrifices to
the bog. Mixing with the students, Silvie begins to see, hear, and imagine another kind
of life, one that might include going to university, traveling beyond England, choosing
her own clothes and food, speaking her mind. The ancient Britons built ghost walls to
ward off enemy invaders, rude barricades of stakes topped with ancestral skulls. When
the group builds one of their own, they find a spiritual connection to the past. What
comes next but human sacrifice? A story at once mythic and strikingly timely, Sarah
Moss’s Ghost Wall urges us to wonder how far we have come from the “primitive
minds” of our ancestors.
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