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Early Mesopotamian Law
Explore the Captivating History of Hammurabi The story of Hammurabi is the story
of forty-three years jampacked with conquest, temple and wall building, irrigation
efforts, and lawmaking, but it's also a story of broken relations and rising and
falling empires. It's a story of betrayal and shifting alliances, a story where even
the gods take a backseat to the matters of common men. It's a tale that's both
thousands of years old and, interestingly enough, just as contemporary as it was
when Hammurabi still drew breath. And, like all great tales of history, it's a yarn
that teaches the common man that no feat of greatness comes without a price,
and that human nature is just as complex as it was when Babylonians praised
Marduk and hailed Hammurabi as a god in his own right. In Hammurabi: A
Captivating Guide to the Sixth King of the First Babylonian Dynasty, Including the
Code of Hammurabi, you will discover topics such as Babylon Before Hammurabi:
Position of the City in Mesopotamia, Early Rulers Rise of Hammurabi: Wars and
Achievements Chronology of Hammurabi Reign of Hammurabi: Babylon During His
Reign, Relations to Other CitiesHammurabi's Babylon Hammurabi's Character:
Physical Appearance, Relations with Other Rulers, Glimpses of His Personality The
Code of Hammurabi and Early Mesopotamian Law Dissecting the Code
Hammurabi's Legacy And much, much more! So if you want to learn more about
the Hammurabi, scroll up and click the "add to cart" button!
The Code of Hammurabi (Codex Hammurabi) is a well-preserved ancient law code,
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created ca. 1790 BC (middle chronology) in ancient Babylon. It was enacted by the
sixth Babylonian king, Hammurabi. One nearly complete example of the Code
survives today, inscribed on a seven foot, four inch tall basalt stele in the Akkadian
language in the cuneiform script. One of the first written codes of law in recorded
history. These laws were written on a stone tablet standing over eight feet tall (2.4
meters) that was found in 1901.
The Code of Hammurabi is one of the earliest and most complete written legal
codes of law. This is volume 2 in the series of 150 volumes entitled " The Trail to
Liberty. " It was written in 1754 B.C. by The Babylonian King Hammurabi. King
Hammurabi's Code was carved onto a massive, finger-shaped black stone stele
(pillar) that was looted by invaders and finally rediscovered in 1901. The code is
inscribed in the Akkadian language, using cuneiform script carved into the stele. It
is considered one of the first documents that codified or formed a foundation of
what would become known as civil and criminal law, especially in the West. The
following is a partial list (20 of 150) of books in this series on the development of
constitutional law. The Code of Hammurabi was a Mesopotamian legal code that
laid a foundation for later Hebraic and European law. 1. Laws of the town Eshnunna
(ca. 1800 BC), the laws of King Lipit-Ishtar of Isin (ca. 1930 BC), and Old Babylonian
copies (ca. 1900-1700 BC) of the Ur-Nammu law code 2. Code of Hammurabi (
1760 BCE) - Early Mesopotamian legal code laid basis for later Hebraic and
European law. 3. Ancient Greek and Latin Library - Selected works on ancient
history, customs and laws. 4. The Civil Law, tr. & ed. Samuel Parsons Scott (1932) Page 2/31
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Includes the classics of ancient Roman law: the Law of the Twelve Tables (450
BCE), the Institutes of Gaius (180), the Rules of Ulpian (222), the Opinions of
Paulus (224), the Corpus Juris Civilis of Justinian (533), which codified Roman Law,
and the Constitutions of Leo. 5. "Constitution" of Medina (Dustur al-Madinah),
Mohammed (622) - Not so much a constitution as a treaty which united Muslims,
Jews, Christians and pagans, in the city-state of Medina, that exhibits some
principles of constitutional design. 6. Policraticus, John of Salisbury (1159), various
translations - Argued that citizens have the right to depose and kill tyrannical
rulers. 7. Constitutions of Clarendon (1164) - Established rights of laymen and the
church in England. 8. Assize of Clarendon (1166) - Defined rights and duties of
courts and people in criminal cases. 9. Assize of Arms (1181) - Defined rights and
duties of people and militias. 10. Magna Carta (1215) - Established the principle
that no one, not even the king or a lawmaker, is above the law. 11. Britton, (written
1290, printed 1530) - Abridged, updated, more readable, and more widely used
codification based on Bracton, originally in the French of the English court,
reflecting changes in the law, including changes in juries. 12. Confirmatio Cartarum
(1297) - United Magna Carta to the common law by declaring that the Magna Carta
could be pled in court. 13. The Declaration of Arbroath (1320) - Scotland's
declaration of independence from England. 14. The Prince, Niccolò Machiavelli
(1513) - Practical advice on governance and statecraft, with thoughts on the kinds
of problems any government must be able to solve to endure. 15. Utopia, Thomas
More (1516) - Satirical analysis of shortcomings of his society and a vision of what
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could be. 16. Discourses on Livy, Niccolò Machiavelli (1517 tr. Henry Neville 1675) Argues for the ideal form of government being a republic based on popular
consent, defended by militia. 17. Relectiones, Franciscus de Victoria (lect. 1532,
first pub. 1557) - Includes De Indis and De iure belli, arguing for humane treatment
of native Americans and of enemies in war. Provided the basis for the law of
nations doctrine. 18. Discourse on Voluntary Servitude, Étienne De La Boétie
(1548, tr.) - People are ultimately responsible for their servitude, and non-violent
resistance can win their freedom. 19. De Republica Anglorum, Thomas Smith
(1565, 1583) - describes the constitution of England under Elizabeth I, that
indicates tendencies toward republican ideals. 20. Vindiciae Contra Tyrannos
(Defense of Liberty Against Tyrants), "Junius Brutus" (Orig. Fr. 1581, Eng. tr. 1622,
1689).
After more than fifty years since the last publication, the cuneiform texts relating
to the treatment of the loss of male sexual desire and vigor in Mesopotamia are
collected in this volume. The aim of the book is to present Mesopotamian medical
tradition regarding the so-called nīš libbi therapies. šà-zi-ga in Sumerian, nīš libbi in
Akkadian, lit. "raising of the 'heart'", is the expression used to indicate a group of
texts intended to recover the male sexual desire. This medical tradition is
preserved from the Middle Babylonian period to the Achaemenid one. This broad
range testifies to the importance of the transmission of this material throughout
Mesopotamian history. The book provides the edition of this textual corpus and
analyzes it in the light of new knowledge on ancient Near Eastern medicine.
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Moreover, this volume aims to show how theories and methodologies of Cultural
Anthropology, Ethnopsychiatry and Gender Studies are useful for understanding
the Mesopotamian medical system. This edition is an important tool for
understanding Mesopotamian medical knowledge for Assyriologist, however since
the texts have been translated and discussed using the anthropological and
gender perspectives they are accessible also to scholars of other research fields,
such as History of Medicine, Sexuality and Gender.
Volume 1: The Ancient Near East
The Evolution of the Law and Politics of Water
Law in the Ancient World
The Authority of Law in the Hebrew Bible and Early Judaism
The Roots of Hinduism
The Laws of Eshnunna
Crime and punishment, criminal law and its administration, are areas
of ancient history that have been explored less than many other
aspects of ancient civilizations. Throughout history women have been
affected by crime both as victims and as offenders. Yet, in the
ancient world customary laws were created by men, formal laws were
written by men, and both were interpreted and enforced by men.
At the beginning of Mesopotamia s Early Dynastic period, the
political landscape was dominated by temple administrators, but by
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the end of the period, rulers whose titles we translate as king
assumed control. This book argues that the ritual process of
mourning, burying, and venerating dead elites contributed to this
change. Part one introduces the rationale for seeing rituals as a
means of giving material form to ideology and, hence, structuring
overall power relations. Part two presents archaeological and textual
evidence for the death rituals. Part three interprets symbolic
objects found in the Royal Cemetery of Ur, showing they reflect
ideological doctrines promoting the office of kingship. This book
will be particularly useful for scholars of Mesopotamian archaeology
and history.
Early Mesopotamian Law
The first general introduction to Mesopotamia that covers all four of
the area's major ancient civilizations—Sumer, Akkad, Assyria, and
Babylonia. * Original materials and documents, including quotations
from the world's first written literature * Detailed chronology of
the kings of major Mesopotamian states, including neighboring Elam,
with summaries of the major periods of prehistoric and historical
development
Hammurabi
Selected Papers by K. R. Veenhof
towards a new understanding of Iraq's royal cemetery of Ur
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The nature of the early Mesopotamian collections of laws
The Sumerians
The Laws of Hammurabi
Writing, Law, and Kingship in Old Babylonian Mesopotamia
"Nearly four thousand years ago, kings in various ancient societies, especially in Mesopotamia
(contemporary Iraq), faced a crisis of major proportions. Large portions of the population were horribly
in debt, many being forced to sell themselves or their children into slavery to pay off their debts. The
laws and customs seemed to support the commercial practices that allowed lenders to charge 20%-30%
interest, and the law protected the lenders and gave no recourse for the indebted. Strict justice called for
the creditors to receive what they were due. But another legal concept, the emerging idea of equity,
seemed to call for a different result - the use of law as a vehicle to free people from economic
oppression. Debt relief edicts were instituted - "clean-slate laws" as they were known - and are of
obvious relevance today as well where crushing debt is a major issue underlying social inequality"-A preface by editors Deborah Lyons and Kurt Raaflaub details the importance of Westbrook’s work for
the field of classics, while Sophie Démare-Lafont’s incisive introduction places Westbrook’s ideas
within the wider context of ancient law.
These essays represent a summation of Piotr Steinkeller's decades-long thinking and writing about the
history of third millennium BCE Babylonia and the ways in which it is reflected in ancient historical and
literary sources and art, as well as of how these written and visual materials may be used by the modern
historian to attain, if not a reliable record of histoire événementielle, a comprehensive picture of how
the ancients understood their history. The book focuses on the history of early Babylonian kingship, as it
evolved over a period from Late Uruk down to Old Babylonian times, and the impact of the concepts of
Page 7/31

Download File PDF Early Mesopotamian Law
kingship on contemporaneous history writing and visual art. Here comparisons are drawn between
Babylonia and similar developments in ancient Egypt, China and Mesoamerica. Other issues treated is
the intersection between history writing and the scholarly, lexical, and literary traditions in early
Babylonia; and the question of how the modern historian should approach the study of ancient sources
of "historical" nature. Such a broad and comprehensive overview is novel in Mesopotamian studies to
date. As such, it should contribute to an improved and more nuanced understanding of early Babylonian
history.
Celebrated for numerous developments in the areas of law, writing, religion, and mathematics,
Mesopotamia has been immortalized as the cradle of civilization. Its fabled cities, including Babylon
and Nineveh, spawned new cultures, traditions, and innovations in art and architecture, some of which
can still be seen in present-day Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey. Readers will be captivated by this ancient
culture’s rich history and breadth of accomplishment, as they marvel at images of the magnificent
temples and artifacts left behind.
Three Essays
Transliterated and Literally Translated from its Early Classical Arabic Language
A Captivating Guide to the Sixth King of the First Babylonian Dynasty, Including the Code of
Hammurabi
Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law
The World's Earliest Civilization
Mesopotamia : a Captivating Guide to Ancient Mesopotamian History and Civilizations, Including the
Sumerians and Sumerian Mythology, Gilgamesh, Ur, Assyrians, Babylon, Hammurabi and the Persian
Empire
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Tracing the Origins of Legal Obligation from Ezra to Qumran

Among the best-known and most esteemed people known from antiquity is the Babylonian
king Hammurabi. His fame and reputation are due to the collection of laws written under
his patronage. This book offers a new interpretation of the Laws of Hammurabi. Ancient
scribes would demonstrate their legal flair by composing statutes on a set of traditional
cases, articulating what they deemed just and fair. The scribe of the Laws of Hammurabi
advanced beyond earlier scribesin articulating legal thinking. The tradition that inspired
the Laws of Hammurabi continued outside of Mesopotamia. It influenced biblical law and
may have shaped Greek and Roman law.
Raymond Westbrook (1946–2009) was acknowledged by many as the world’s foremost
expert on the legal systems of the ancient Near East and a leading scholar in the study of
biblical and classical law. This collection brings together the 44 most important articles
that Westbrook published in the 25 years following the completion of his Ph.D. at Yale
University in 1982. The first volume, The Shared Tradition, contains 16 articles that lay
out Westbrook’s theory of a common legal tradition that spanned the ancient world from
Mesopotamia to Israel and even to Greece and Rome. The second volume, Cuneiform and
Biblical Sources, provides 28 articles that demonstrate Westbrook’s unique method of
legal analysis that he applied to the numerous texts he worked with as an Assyriologist
and biblical scholar, from law codes to contracts to narratives. Each volume contains its
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own comprehensive bibliography, as well as subject, author, and text indexes. Together,
they represent the life’s work of one of the most important legal historians of our era.
Ancient Mesopotamia was a true cradle of civilization that produced the worlds first
writing system, cities, and law codes. Through thoughtful narrative supported by fully
documented quotes this title begins with A Brief History of Ancient Mesopotamia and
then examines these questions: How Did Agriculture Make Mesopotamian Civilization
Possible? How Did the Rise of Mesopotamian City-States Alter Human Communities?
How Did Early Mesopotamian Warfare Influence Warfare Among Later Peoples? How
Did Mesopotamian Writing and Learning Benefit Later Civilizations?
"This splendid work of scholarship . . . sums up with economy and power all that the
written record so far deciphered has to tell about the ancient and complementary
civilizations of Babylon and Assyria."—Edward B. Garside, New York Times Book Review
Ancient Mesopotamia—the area now called Iraq—has received less attention than ancient
Egypt and other long-extinct and more spectacular civilizations. But numerous small clay
tablets buried in the desert soil for thousands of years make it possible for us to know
more about the people of ancient Mesopotamia than any other land in the early Near
East. Professor Oppenheim, who studied these tablets for more than thirty years, used his
intimate knowledge of long-dead languages to put together a distinctively personal
picture of the Mesopotamians of some three thousand years ago. Following Oppenheim's
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death, Erica Reiner used the author's outline to complete the revisions he had begun. "To
any serious student of Mesopotamian civilization, this is one of the most valuable books
ever written."—Leonard Cottrell, Book Week "Leo Oppenheim has made a bold, brave,
pioneering attempt to present a synthesis of the vast mass of philological and
archaeological data that have accumulated over the past hundred years in the field of
Assyriological research."—Samuel Noah Kramer, Archaeology A. Leo Oppenheim, one of
the most distinguished Assyriologists of our time, was editor in charge of the Assyrian
Dictionary of the Oriental Institute and John A. Wilson Professor of Oriental Studies at
the University of Chicago.
›N?š Libbi‹ Therapies
Ancient Legal Thought
King Hammurabi of Babylon
The First Dynasty of the Sealand in Mesopotamia
Equity, Justice, and Humaneness From Hammurabi and the Pharaohs to Justinian and
the Talmud
Death rituals, ideology, and the development of early Mesopotamian kingship
Ex Oriente Lex
A rich and vivid overview of ancient Mesopotamia, the “cradle of
civilization”. Ancient Mesopotamia, a region that mainly
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corresponds to modern-day Iraq, has a record of human activity
dating back nearly fifteen thousand years. Writing was invented
in Mesopotamia at the end of the fourth millennium BCE, and
urbanization reached new heights of social, economic, and
architectural sophistication there. A cultural melting pot,
Mesopotamia was the source of many myths, which in turn
influenced Greco-Roman, Judeo-Christian, Arabic, and Persian
traditions. For these reasons and many others, it is still
considered the “cradle of civilization.” Mesopotamia:
Civilization Begins presents a rich panorama of ancient
Mesopotamian history, from its earliest prehistoric cultures to
its conquest by Alexander the Great in 331 BCE. This catalogue
records the beauty and variety of the objects on view in the
Getty’s exhibition, on loan from the Louvre’s unparalleled
collection of ancient Near Eastern antiquities: cylinder seals,
monumental sculptures, cuneiform tablets, jewelry, glazed
bricks, paintings, figurines, and more. Essays by international
experts explore a range of topics, from the earliest French
excavations to Mesopotamia’s economy, religion, cities,
cuneiform writing, rulers, and history—as well as its enduring
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presence in the contemporary imagination.
Women's Writing of Ancient Mesopotamia presents fresh and
engaging translations of works that were composed or edited by
female scribes and elite women of the ancient Near East. These
texts provide insight into the social status, struggles, and
achievements of women during the earliest periods of recorded
human history (c.2300-540 BCE). In three introductory chapters
and a concluding chapter, Charles Halton and Saana Svrd provide
an overview of the civilization of ancient Mesopotamia and
examine gender by analyzing these different kinds of texts. The
translations cover a range of genres, including hymns, poems,
prayers, letters, inscriptions, and oracles. Each text is
accompanied by a short introduction that situates the
composition within its ancient environment and explores what it
reveals about the lives of women within the ancient world. This
anthology will serve as an essential reference book for scholars
and students of ancient history, gender studies, and world
literature.
Most scholars believe that the numerous similarities between the
Covenant Code (Exodus 20:23-23:19) and Mesopotamian law
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collections, especially the Laws of Hammurabi, which date to
around 1750 BCE, are due to oral tradition that extended from
the second to the first millennium. This book offers a
fundamentally new understanding of the Covenant Code, arguing
that it depends directly and primarily upon the Laws of
Hammurabi and that the use of this source text occurred during
the Neo-Assyrian period, sometime between 740-640 BCE, when
Mesopotamia exerted strong and continuous political and cultural
influence over the kingdoms of Israel and Judah and a time when
the Laws of Hammurabi were actively copied in Mesopotamia as a
literary-canonical text. The study offers significant new
evidence demonstrating that a model of literary dependence is
the only viable explanation for the work. It further examines
the compositional logic used in transforming the source text to
produce the Covenant Code, thus providing a commentary to the
biblical composition from the new theoretical perspective. This
analysis shows that the Covenant Code is primarily a creative
academic work rather than a repository of laws practiced by
Israelites or Judeans over the course of their history. The
Covenant Code, too, is an ideological work, which transformed a
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paradigmatic and prestigious legal text of Israel's and Judah's
imperial overlords into a statement symbolically countering
foreign hegemony. The study goes further to study the
relationship of the Covenant Code to the narrative of the book
of Exodus and explores how this may relate to the development of
the Pentateuch as a whole.
Law in the Ancient World examines the legal philosophy, legal
institutions, and laws of the ancient Mesopotamians, Egyptians,
Greeks, and Romans. Ancient documents, accounts, and literature
provide the basis for a wide perspective of law and the
procedural features of these ancient legal systems. VerSteeg
delineates and analyzes the elements of ancient laws, explaining
how social, religious, cultural, and political forces shaped
both procedure and substance. The book is comprised of four
units: I. Early Mesopotamian Law; II. Law in Ancient Egypt; III.
Law in Classical Athens; and IV. Roman Law. Each unit has three
chapters, and the first chapter in each unit begins with an
overview which provides essential historial background. Next,
each initial chapter considers the role of law in society,
exploring law in the abstract, the theoretical bases of justice.
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The middle chapters in each unit trace the development of the
ancient judicial systems, distinguishing the various types of
judges, courts, and procedures that were employed to make
justice available to both citizens and foreigners. The third
chapter in each unit reconstructs the substantive laws,
including sections detailing Personal Status, Property, Family
Law, Inheritance & Succession, Torts, Criminal Law, and
Contracts & Commercial Law. A variety of sources, such as early
law collections, land records, wills, sales documents, court
chronicles, works of ancient literature, accounts of ancient
trials, and great codes such as Justinian's Corpus Iuris Civilis
illustrate the sophisticated, often subtle, and complex nature
of law in the ancient world.
Portrait of a Dead Civilization
How the Covenant Code of the Bible Used and Revised the Laws of
Hammurabi
The Role of Women in Work and Society in the Ancient Near East
Volumes 1 and 2
The Writings of Raymond Westbrook
Law and Trade in Ancient Mesopotamia and Anatolia
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Law in Ancient Egypt

In The Authority of Law in the Hebrew Bible and Early
Judaism, Vroom tracks the emergence of legal obligation in
early Judaism. He draws from legal theory to develop a means
of identifying instances in which ancient interpreters
treated a legal text as a source of binding obligation.
This is the first biography in English of King Hammurabi,
who ruled Babylon from 1792 to 1750 BC and presents a
rounded view of his accomplishments. Describes how Hammurabi
dealt with powerful rivals and extended his kingdom. Draws
on the King’s own writings and on diplomatic correspondence
that has only recently become available. Explores the
administration of the kingdom and the legacies of his rule,
especially his legal code. Demonstrates how Hammurabi’s
conquests irrevocably changed the political organization of
the Near East, so that he was long remembered as one of the
great kings of the past. Written to be accessible to a
general audience.
Economic history is well documented in Assyriology, thanks
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to the preservation of dozens of thousands of clay tablets
recording administrative operations, contracts and acts
dealing with family law. Despite these voluminous sources,
the topic of work and the contribution of women have rarely
been addressed. This book examines occupations involving
women over the course of three millennia of Near Eastern
history. It presents the various aspects of women as
economic agents inside and outside of the family structure.
Inside the family, women were the main actors in the
production of goods necessary for everyday life. In some
instances, their activities exceeded the simple needs of the
household and were integrated within the production of large
organizations or commercial channels. The contributions
presented in this volume are representative enough to
address issues in various domains: social, economic,
religious, etc., from varied points of view: archaeological,
historical, sociological, anthropological, and with a gender
perspective. This book will be a useful tool for historians,
anthropologists, archaeologists and graduate students
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interested in the economy of the ancient Near East and in
women and gender studies.
The first edition of Yaron's Laws of Eshunna was published
in 1969. The second revised edition is in many respects a
new book. New material - from Tell Haddad, Ishcali, also
from remote Elba - granted new insights. Increased attention
was paid to comparison, especially with the Code of
Hammurabi. Of continuing controversies, the discussion
concerning muskenum, and concerning ÷imdat sarrim may be
singled out. A reconsideration of the English translation
has resulted in many often, minute changes.
A Biography
The Law Code of Hammurabi
another approach
New Perspectives
Mesopotamia
Their History, Culture, and Character
Cause & Effect
Hinduism has two major roots. The more familiar is the religion brought to South Asia in the
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second millennium BCE by speakers of Aryan or Indo-Iranian languages, a branch of the IndoEuropean language family. Another, more enigmatic, root is the Indus civilization of the third
millennium BCE, which left behind exquisitely carved seals and thousands of short inscriptions
in a long-forgotten pictographic script. Discovered in the valley of the Indus River in the early
1920s, the Indus civilization had a population estimated at one million people, in more than
1000 settlements, several of which were cities of some 50,000 inhabitants. With an area of
nearly a million square kilometers, the Indus civilization was more extensive than the
contemporaneous urban cultures of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Yet, after almost a century of
excavation and research the Indus civilization remains little understood. How might we
decipher the Indus inscriptions? What language did the Indus people speak? What deities did
they worship? Asko Parpola has spent fifty years researching the roots of Hinduism to answer
these fundamental questions, which have been debated with increasing animosity since the
rise of Hindu nationalist politics in the 1980s. In this pioneering book, he traces the
archaeological route of the Indo-Iranian languages from the Aryan homeland north of the Black
Sea to Central, West, and South Asia. His new ideas on the formation of the Vedic literature
and rites and the great Hindu epics hinge on the profound impact that the invention of the
horse-drawn chariot had on Indo-Aryan religion. Parpola's comprehensive assessment of the
Indus language and religion is based on all available textual, linguistic and archaeological
evidence, including West Asian sources and the Indus script. The results affirm cultural and
religious continuity to the present day and, among many other things, shed new light on the
prehistory of the key Hindu goddess Durga and her Tantric cult.
David Wright argues that the so-called Covenant Collection of the Torah (Exodus 20:23-23:19)
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is chiefly the work of a single author, is the result of intellectual interaction with the author's
sources & it may have had a politically ideological purpose, somewhat similar to that of the
Laws of Hammurabi.
Ancient Mesopotamia, the fertile crescent between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in what is
now western Iraq and eastern Syria, is considered to be the cradle of civilization—home of the
Babylonian and Assyrian empires, as well as the great Code of Hammurabi. The Code was
only part of a rich juridical culture from 2200–1600 BCE that saw the invention of writing and
the development of its relationship to law, among other remarkable firsts. Though ancient
history offers inexhaustible riches, Dominique Charpin focuses here on the legal systems of
Old Babylonian Mesopotamia and offers considerable insight into how writing and the law
evolved together to forge the principles of authority, precedent, and documentation that
dominate us to this day. As legal codes throughout the region evolved through advances in
cuneiform writing, kings and governments were able to stabilize their control over distant
realms and impose a common language—which gave rise to complex social systems overseen
by magistrates, judges, and scribes that eventually became the vast empires of history books.
Sure to attract any reader with an interest in the ancient Near East, as well as rhetoric, legal
history, and classical studies, this book is an innovative account of the intertwined histories of
law and language.
According to a famous Talmudic story (Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat: 31a), a gentile
once approached Rabbi Hillel and asked to be taught the entire Torah while standing on one
foot. Hillel replied, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself. That is the entire Torah. The rest is
simply an explanation. Go and learn it!’ In much the same way, Jewish law can be described
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in one word—Torah. All the rest is simply an explanation. The Torah, also known as the Bible,
the five books of Moses, and the Pentateuch, was written over 3,000 years ago. Since then,
Jewish law has developed various interpretations and applications of the Torah, interpretations
of those interpre- tions, and so on. Jewish law contains civil dictates as well as religious
protocol. Problems that arose in the framework of religious life and problems surrounding civil
relationships both found solutions in the same legal source—the Torah and the Halacha, the
Jewish legal interpretations and rulings. This chapter on water law in the Jewish tradition
provides insight into Jewish law and custom in general, and rules related to the protection of
water sources in particular. One should not look, however, to find a written code of Jewish law,
as there is none.
Women, Crime and Punishment in Ancient Law and Society
History, Texts and Art in Early Babylonia
Law from the Tigris to the Tiber
Early Mesopotamian Law
Ancient Mesopotamia
Women's Writing of Ancient Mesopotamia
The Earliest Legal Code

This book synthesizes law in ancient Mesopotamia from its
beginnings (roughly 3000 BC) to about 1600 BC. Author Russ
VerSteeg explains Mesopotamian law using modern legal categories
as points of reference in order to make the subject more
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accessible to the reader. Early Mesopotamian Law is the first
book of its kind, filling a void of information left by most
ancient law books, which discuss the law of Ancient Greece and
Rome. It brings together information from many books on
Mesopotamian history; translations of ancient law collections
and documents; as well as monographs, journal articles, and
unpublished papers dealing with specialized aspects of
Mesopotamian law. This book will be of interest to scholars of
Near Eastern studies who wish to have a single volume covering
the basics of early Mesopotamian law as well as to law students
and lawyers who are interested in legal history. Topics covered
include: Part 1: Overview, Justice, Organization and Procedure
-- the law collections ("codes"); justice and jurisprudence (the
role of law); legal organization and personnel and legal
procedure; Part 2: Substantive Law -- personal status; the
family; inheritance and succession; criminal law; torts;
property; and trade, contracts and business law. "The current
volume is a fascinating study of Mesopotamian law arranged in an
accessible and ultimately revealing way... The book is
exceptionally well-researched [and] clearly, logically
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organized, and very well-written, offering concise analysis of
many aspects of early law as compared to 'modern' law... Highly
recommended for academic law libraries, and for any other
libraries with an ancient history collection." -- Bimonthly
Review of Law Books
Hammurabi was the sixth king of ancient Babylon and also its
greatest. Expanding the role and influence of the Babylonian
city-state into an imperium that crushed its rivals and
dominated the entire fertile plain of Mesopotamia, Hammurabi
(who ruled c. 1792-1750 BCE) transformed a minor kingdom into
the regional superpower of its age. But this energetic monarch,
whose geopolitical and military strategies were unsurpassed in
his time, was more than just a war-leader or empire-builder.
Renowned for his visionary Code of Laws, Hammurabi's famous
codex - written on a stele in Akkadian, and publicly displayed
so that all citizens could read it - pioneered a new kind of
lawmaking. The Code's 282 specific legal injunctions, alleged to
have been divinely granted by the god Marduk, remain influential
to this day, and offer the historian fascinating parallels with
the biblical Ten Commandments. Dominique Charpin is one of the
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most distinguished modern scholars of ancient Babylon. In this
fresh and engaging appraisal of one of antiquity's iconic
figures, he shows that Hammurabi, while certainly one of the
most able rulers in the whole of prehistory, was also
responsible for pivotal developments in the history of
civilization.
The Sumerians, the pragmatic and gifted people who preceded the
Semites in the land first known as Sumer and later as Babylonia,
created what was probably the first high civilization in the
history of man, spanning the fifth to the second millenniums
B.C. This book is an unparalleled compendium of what is known
about them. Professor Kramer communicates his enthusiasm for his
subject as he outlines the history of the Sumerian civilization
and describes their cities, religion, literature, education,
scientific achievements, social structure, and psychology.
Finally, he considers the legacy of Sumer to the ancient and
modern world. "There are few scholars in the world qualified to
write such a book, and certainly Kramer is one of them. . . .
One of the most valuable features of this book is the quantity
of texts and fragments which are published for the first time in
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a form available to the general reader. For the layman the book
provides a readable and up-to-date introduction to a most
fascinating culture. For the specialist it presents a synthesis
with which he may not agree but from which he will nonetheless
derive stimulation."—American Journal of Archaeology "An
uncontested authority on the civilization of Sumer, Professor
Kramer writes with grace and urbanity."—Library Journal
The Sealand kingdom arose from the rebellion against Babylonian
hegemony in the latter half of the 18th century BCE., forcing it
to share power over Sumer and Akkad. Although its kings
maintained themselves throughout the turmoil leading to the
demise of the Amorite dynasty at Babylon, it remains one of the
most poorly documented Mesopotamian polities. Until recently, it
was known to us mainly through its inclusion into later king
lists and chronicles, but the recent publication of well over
400 archival texts from a Sealand palace, soon followed by
literary and divinatory tablets, finally makes it possible to
study this polity from primary sources. This book proposes a
history of the Sealand kingdom based on the new evidence and a
reevaluation of previously known sources. The aspects examined
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are: the economy — mainly the palatial administration and
transformation of agricultural and animal resources; the panthea
and the palace-sponsored cult, which show that Sealand I kings
may have positioned their rule in a Larsean tradition; the
political history, including a discussion of the geography and
the relative chronology; the recording and transmission of
knowledge on the Sealand I dynasty in Mesopotamian
historiography.
At the Confluence of Royal and Scribal Traditions
A History of Ancient Near Eastern Law (2 vols)
The Early Aryans and the Indus Civilization
The Code of Hammurabi
A Law Book for the Diaspora
Hammurabi of Babylon
Babylonian and Assyrian Laws, Contracts and Letters
This book, which includes new translations of the old Babylonian laws of Hammurabi, is
the second book by the author examining, from a historical Arabic linguistic perspective,
a major Akkadian document. The first book offered new translations of three tablets
from a literary work, the Epic of Gilgamesh, written in a late Babylonian language. The
pioneering methodology used by the author to decipher the ancient Mesopotamian
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texts in both documents involves the primary utilization of old etymological Arabic
manuscripts written by hundreds of accomplished scholars more than a thousand years
ago. Using this methodology does not only provide more accurate, non-speculated,
translations, and preserve the spirit and linguistic style of the original texts, but also
provides more realistic phonetic values of the cuneiform signs. This would result in
having more realistic overall text readings suitable to the one geographical and
historical environment where these texts were produced, namely the greater Arabian
Peninsula. The text of the Hammurabi stele offers students of both Arabic and
Assyriology a perfect and unique opportunity to identify the language and grammar of
its ancient Arabic language. Its vocalizations of subjects, objects, verbs, and genitives
are astonishingly identical to that of classical Arabic. The loose and sometimes
“chaotic” placement of words in sentences is strikingly identical to that of pre-Islamic
Arabic. In, fact, the older the formal Akkadian language it seems the clearer its Arabic
identity! Offering a textbook reference value, the author provided the numbered,
phonetic Latin transcription for each law right above its corresponding, numbered
Arabic transcription. Furthermore, he translated the text of each law literally, into Arabic
and English, to illustrate how its translation was concluded, and to preserve its overall
linguistic style, accounting for every word in its actual text. For easier reading
experience, a full subject guide to the laws of Hammurabi is provided. All reference
entries from both the historical Arabic manuscripts and the modern dictionaries of
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Assyriology are also provided in the appendix. In his expanded introduction, the author
discussed the layout, script, and language of the Hammurabi code stele in the Louvre,
and through the evidence of Hammurabi’s own words in a key paragraph in his
prologue, he offered the possible meanings of the nickname Hammurabi.
Law in Ancient Egypt examines the legal philosophy, legal institutions, and laws of the
ancient Egyptians. Ancient documents, accounts, and literature provide the basis for a
wide perspective of law and the Egyptian legal system. VerSteeg delineates and
analyzes the elements of Egyptian law, explaining how social, religious, cultural, and
political forces shaped both the procedural and substantive aspects of law. Part I
considers the theory of justice in ancient Egypt, exploring the role of law in society. Part
I also traces the development of the judicial system distinguishing the various types of
judges, courts, and procedures that were employed to make justice available to all. Part
II reconstructs the substantive laws of the ancient Egyptians, including chapters
detailing property, family law, inheritance and succession, tort and criminal law,
contracts, and status. Land records, wills, sales documents, court chronicles, works of
ancient fiction, and accounts of ancient trials illustrate the sophisticated, often subtle,
and complex nature of law in ancient Egypt. This study provides an introduction to law
in ancient Egypt. It is the first comprehensive overview of the subject written from the
perspective of someone trained as an American lawyer who is also sufficiently familiar
with the discipline of Egyptology. The book will be of interest to Egyptologists, legal
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historians, law students, and educated non-specialists who are interested in the
interaction of law, history, and ancient culture.
The foundation for all scholarly study in biblical law is the shared assumption that the
Covenant Code, as contained in Exodus 20:23-22:33 is the oldest code of laws in the
Hebrew Bible, and that all other laws are later revisions of that code. The author of this
text strikes that foundation.
This book contains a selection of nineteen articles published by K.R. Veenhof, focusing
on his main field of study: law and trade in the Old Babylonian and Old Assyrian society
of the early second millennium B.C. They were originally published in journals,
conference proceedings and collective volumes over the past fifty years. Their reissue
here is motivated by their lasting value and their fundamental importance to the study of
these subjects.It includes both "broad" articles, which give an introduction to or an
overview of a specific subject, e.g. Old Assyrian trade and the practice of justice in
Babylonia in the early second millennium B.C., and "narrow" ones that give an in-depth
study of a single issue or a single text, such as a problematic paragraph of
Hammurabi's law code or the meaning of the noun i?urtum. The first two articles
provide a general introduction to the subject; the next nine focus on Old Assyrian
society, and the final eight concern Old Babylonian.The inclusion of "broad" and
"narrow" articles makes this publication of interest both to the well-informed general
reader interested in the Ancient Near East and to the specialist working on Old
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Babylonian and Old Assyrian society.Prof. dr. Klaas R. Veenhof (1935) was a teacher
at the Catholic University of Nijmegen, professor at the Free University of Amsterdam
and from 1982 until his retirement in 2000 professor at the University of Leiden. Key
publications are his dissertation "Aspects of Old Assyrian Trade and its Terminology"
(1972), "The Old Assyrian list of year eponyms from Karum Kanish and its
chronological implications" (2003), and several editions of Old Assyrian texts, especially
"Altassyrische Tontafeln aus Kültepe" (1992) and Kültepe Tabletleri 5 and 8 (2005 and
2010).
Inventing God's Law
Theft and Related Offences in Early Mesopotamian Law
Revision in the Study of the Covenant Code
Civilization Begins
The Loss of Male Sexual Desire in Ancient Mesopotamia
A comprehensive survey of the Law of the Ancient Near East by a team of
specialist scholars, this volume allows non-specialists access to the world's
earliest known legal systems.
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