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Ethnoarchaeology In Action
"Past, present and future "The archaeological materials recovered from the
Anyang excavations ... in the period between 1928 and 1937...have laid a new
foundation for the study of ancient China (Li, C. 1977: ix)." When inscribed oracle
bones and enormousmaterial remains were found through scientific excavation in
Anyang in 1928, the historicity of the Shang dynasty was confirmed beyond
dispute for the first time (Li, C. 1977: ix-xi). This excavation thus marked the
beginning of a modern Chinese archaeology endowed with great potential to
reveal much of China's ancient history.. Half a century later, Chinese archaeology
had made many unprecedented discoveries which surprised the world, leading
Glyn Daniel to believe that "a new awareness of the importance of China will be a
key development in archaeology in the decades ahead (Daniel 1981: 211). This
enthusiasm was soon shared by the Chinese archaeologists when Su Bingqi
announced that "the Golden Age of Chinese archaeology is arriving (Su, B. 1994:
139--140)". In recent decades, archaeology has continuously prospered, becoming
one of the most rapidly developing fields in social science in China"-Ethnoarchaeology in ActionCambridge University Press
.".. 6th International Congress of the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East held in
Rome on May 5th-10th, 2008 (www.6icaane.it)"--Foreword.
The Handbook of Archaeological Methods comprises 37 articles by leading
archaeologists on the key methods used by archaeologists in the field, in analysis,
in theory building, and in managing cultural resources. The book is destined to
become the key reference work for archaeologists and their advanced students on
contemporary archaeological methods.
Archaeological Theory
After Monte Albán
Ethnoarchaeology in Action
The Archaeology of Europe's Drowned Landscapes
Rural Iran in Archaeological Perspective
The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology and Anthropology of Hunter-Gatherers
This manual pulls together—and illustrates with interesting case studies—the
variety of specialized and generalized archaeological research strategies that
yield new insights into science. Throughout the book there are templates,
consisting of questions, to help readers visualize and design their own projects.
The manual seeks to be as general as possible, applicable to any society, and so
science is defined as the creation of useful knowledge—the kinds of knowledge
that enable people to make predictions. The chapters in Part I discuss the scope
of the archaeology of science and furnish a conceptual foundation for the
remainder of the book. Next, Part II presents several specialized, but widely
practiced, research strategies that contribute to the archaeology of science. In
order to thoroughly ground the manual in real-life applications, Part III presents
lengthy case studies that feature the use of historical and archaeological evidence
in the study of scientific activities.
After Monte Albn reveals the richness and interregional relevance of Postclassic
transformations in the area now known as Oaxaca. Large nucleated states
throughout Oaxaca collapsed after C.E. 700, including the great Zapotec state
centered in the Valley of Oaxaca, Monte Albn. Dramatic sociopolitical
reconfigurations ensued. Oaxaca lies between central Mexico and the Maya area;
contributors to After Monte Albn demonstrate Oaxacas cultural centrality in panPage 1/12
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Mesoamerican networks. Contributors synthesize regional transformations and
continuities in the lower Rio Verde valley, the Valley of Oaxaca, and the Mixteca
Alta. They provide data from material culture, architecture, codices, ethnohistoric
documents, and ceramics, including a revised ceramic chronology from the Late
Classic to the end of the Postclassic that will be crucial to future investigations.
After Monte Albn establishes Postclassic Oaxacas central place in the study of
Mesoamerican antiquity.
Balkan ceramic studies is an emerging field within archaeology. This book brings
together diverse studies by leading researchers and upcoming scholars, capturing
the variety of current archaeological, ethnographic, experimental and scientific
studies on Balkan ceramic production, distribution and use.
Material culture - the objects made by man - provides the primary data from
which archaeologists have to infer the economies, technologies, social
organization and ritual practices of extinct societies. The analysis and
interpretation ofmaterial culture is therefore central to any concern with
archaeological theory and methodology, and in order to understand better the
relationship between material culture and human behaviour, archaeologists need
to draw upon models derived from the study of ethnographic societies. First
published in 1982, this book presents the results of a series of field investigations
carried out in Kenya, Zambia and the Sudan into the 'archaeological' remains and
material culture of contemporary small-scale societies, and demonstrates the way
in which objects are used as symbols within social action and within particular
world views and ideologies.
Traditions, Theories, Prospects
An Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory
Village Ethnoarchaeology
Ethnoarchaeology of Shuwa-Arab Settlements
Living Archaeology
Archaeology: The Key Concepts
Village Ethnoarchaeology: Rural Iran in Archaeological Perspective discusses selected tangible
features of the subject area, noting the differences in households and associated material culture.
The book comments among settlement variability, the complexities in relationships among
population density, settlement age, area, and function. The text also deals with material correlates
of sociocultural behavior, spatial organization, architectural variability, regional patterns, and
archaeological sampling strategies. The book presents a study based on three sets of contemporary
data: (1) from an ethnographic fieldwork on Aliabad in summer 1975; (2) the census and
cartographic documents published by the Iranian government; and (3) a corpus of published
comparative ethnographic data. The book notes that among the households in Aliabad, which is
neither economically stratified nor markedly heterogeneous, economic variations exist. The text
suggests that that material diversity and systems involving socioeconomic differentiation can have
substantial time depth in this part of the world. The book can prove beneficial for archaeologists,
anthropologist, sociologists, and researchers interested in ethnographic accounts of Middle
Eastern communities.
The last three decades have witnessed a period of growing archaeological activity in Greece that
have enhanced our awareness of the diversity and variability of ancient communities. New sites
offer rich datasets from many aspects of material culture that challenge traditional perceptions
and suggest complex interpretations of the past. This volume provides a synthetic overview of
recent developments in the study of Neolithic Greece and reconsiders the dynamics of humanenvironment interactions while recording the growing diversity in layers of social organization. It
fills an essential lacuna in contemporary literature and enhances our understanding of the
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Neolithic communities in the Greek Peninsula.
The archaeological record is a combination of what is seen by eye, as well as the microscopic
record revealed with the help of instrumentation. The information embedded in the microscopic
record can significantly add to our understanding of past human behaviour, provided this
information has not been altered by the passage of time. Microarchaeology seeks to understand
the microscopic record in terms of the type of information embedded in this record, the materials
in which this information resides, and the conditions under which a reliable signal can be
extracted. This book highlights the concepts needed to extract information from the microscopic
record. Intended for all archaeologists and archaeological scientists, it will be of particular interest
to students who have some background in the natural sciences as well as archaeology.
People with Animals emphasizes the interdependence of people and animals in society, and
contributors examine the variety of forms and time-depth that these relations can take. The types
of relationship studied include the importance of manure to farming societies, dogs as livestock
guardians, seasonality in pastoralist societies, butchery, symbolism and food. Examples are drawn
from the Pleistocene to the present day and from the Altai Mountains, Ethiopia, Iraq, Italy,
Mongolia and North America. The 11 papers work from the basis that animals are an integral
part of society and that past society is the object of most archaeological inquiry. Discussion papers
explore this topic and use the case-studies presented in other contributions to suggest the
importance of ethnozooarchaeology not just to archaeology but also to anthrozoology. A further
contribution to archaeological theory is made by an argument for the validity of
ethnozooarchaeology derived models to Neanderthals. The book makes a compelling case for the
importance of human-animal relations in the archaeological record and demonstrates why the
information contained in this record is of significance to specialists in other disciplines.
Communities, Landscapes, and Interaction in Neolithic Greece
Structured Worlds
Proceedings of the 6th International Congress of the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East: Near
Eastern archaeology in the past, present and future : heritage and identity, ethnoarchaeological
and interdisciplinary approach, results and perspectives ; visual expression and craft production
in the definition of social relations and status
Action Archaeology in the Modern World
The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of the Contemporary World
Rituals of the Past
This Handbook is the first comprehensive survey of a rapidly expanding
sub-field in archaeology, the study of the present and recent past. It
seeks to explore the boundaries of this emerging area, to develop a
tool-kit of concepts and methods, which are applicable to this new subfield, and to suggest important future trajectories for research.
This work takes as its starting point the role of fieldwork and how
this has changed over the past 150 years. The author argues against
progressive accounts of fieldwork and instead places it in its broader
intellectual context to critically examine the relationship between
theoretical paradigms and everyday archaeological practice. In
providing a much-needed historical and critical evaluation of current
practice in archaeology, this book opens up a topic of debate which
affects all archaeologists, whatever their particular interests.
Archaeology is perceived to study the people of long ago and far away.
How could archaeology matter in the modern world? Well-known
archaeologist Jeremy Sabloff points to ways in which archaeology might
be important to the understanding and amelioration of contemporary
problems. Though archaeologists have commonly been associated with
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efforts to uncover cultural identity, to restore the past of
underrepresented peoples, and to preserve historical sites, their
knowledge and skills can be used in many other ways. Archaeologists
help Peruvian farmers increase crop yields, aid city planners in
reducing landfills, and guide local communities in tourism development
and water management. This brief volume, aimed at students and other
prospective archaeologists, challenges the field to go beyond merely
understanding the past and actively engage in making a difference in
the today’s world.
This open access volume provides for the first time a comprehensive
description and scientific evaluation of underwater archaeological
finds referring to human occupation of the continental shelf around
the coastlines of Europe and the Mediterranean when sea levels were
lower than present. These are the largest body of underwater finds
worldwide, amounting to over 2500 find spots, ranging from individual
stone tools to underwater villages with unique conditions of
preservation. The material reviewed here ranges in date from the Lower
Palaeolithic period to the Bronze Age and covers 20 countries
bordering all the major marine basins from the Atlantic coasts of
Ireland and Norway to the Black Sea, and from the western Baltic to
the eastern Mediterranean. The finds from each country are presented
in their archaeological context, with information on the history of
discovery, conditions of preservation and visibility, their
relationship to regional changes in sea-level and coastal
geomorphology, and the institutional arrangements for their
investigation and protection. Editorial introductions summarise the
findings from each of the major marine basins. There is also a final
section with extensive discussion of the historical background and the
legal and regulatory frameworks that inform the management of the
underwater cultural heritage and collaboration between offshore
industries, archaeologists and government agencies. The volume is
based on the work of COST Action TD0902 SPLASHCOS, a multidisciplinary and multi-national research network supported by the EUfunded COST organisation (European Cooperation in Science and
Technology). The primary readership is research and professional
archaeologists, marine and Quaternary scientists, cultural-heritage
managers, commercial and governmental organisations, policy makers,
and all those with an interest in the sea floor of the continental
shelf and the human impact of changes in climate, sea-level and
coastal geomorphology.
Thinking Through Material Culture
Handbook of Archaeological Methods
Symbols in Action
Imagining Landscapes
Handbook of Archaeological Theories
Past, Present and Future
Nearly every aspect of daily life in the Mediterranean world and
Europe during the florescence of the Greek and Roman cultures is
relevant to engineering and technology. This text highlights the
accomplishments of the ancient societies, the research problems, and
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stimulates further progress in the history of ancient technology.
Using as case studies his own observations of Australian Aborigines,
and those of others, the author presents a unified theory of
ethnoarchaeology.
Rituals of the Past explores the various approaches archaeologists
use to identify ritual in the material record and discusses the
influence ritual had on the formation, reproduction, and
transformation of community life in past Andean societies. A diverse
group of established and rising scholars from across the globe
investigates how ritual influenced, permeated, and altered political
authority, economic production, shamanic practice, landscape
cognition, and religion in the Andes over a period of three thousand
years. Contributors deal with theoretical and methodological concerns
including non-human and human agency; the development and maintenance
of political and religious authority, ideology, cosmologies, and
social memory; and relationships with ritual action. The authors use
a diverse array of archaeological, ethnographic, and linguistic data
and historical documents to demonstrate the role ritual played in
prehispanic, colonial, and post-colonial Andean societies throughout
the regions of Peru, Chile, Bolivia, and Argentina. By providing a
diachronic and widely regional perspective, Rituals of the Past shows
how ritual is vital to understanding many aspects of the formation,
reproduction, and change of past lifeways in Andean societies.
Contributors: Sarah Abraham, Carlos Angiorama, Florencia Avila,
Camila Capriata Estrada, David Chicoine, Daniel Contreras, Matthew
Edwards, Francesca Fernandini, Matthew Helmer, Hugo Ikehara, Enrique
Lopez-Hurtado, Jerry Moore, Axel Nielsen, Yoshio Onuki, John Rick,
Mario Ruales, Koichiro Shibata, Hendrik Van Gijseghem, Rafael VegaCenteno, Verity Whalen
Since its publication in 1996, The Oxford Companion to Archaeology
has firmly established itself as the standard reference work in the
field of archaeology, selling nearly 15,000 copies to date and
remaining a favorite among students, scholars, and anyone interested
in archaeology. In 700 entries, the second edition provides thorough
coverage to historical archaeology, the development of archaeology as
a field of study, and the ways the discipline works to explain the
past. In addition to these theoretical entries, other entries
describe the major excavations, discoveries, and innovations, from
the discovery of the cave paintings at Lascaux to the deciphering of
Egyptian hieroglyphics and the use of luminescence dating. Much has
changed in the field since 1996. Recent developments in methods and
analytical techniques (e.g., laser-based mapping and survey systems,
new applications of the scanning electron microscope) have
revolutionized the ways excavations are performed. Cultural tourism,
cultural resource management, heritage, and conservation have been
redefined as areas within archaeology, and have had new emphasis
given them by scholars and administrators. Major new sites have
expanded our understanding of prehistory and human developments
through time. The second edition explores each of these advances in
the field, adding approximately 200 entries and exanding the total
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work to three volumes. Neil Asher Silberman, a renowned practicing
archaeologist, author, and scholar, and a board member for the first
edition, is the editor in chief. In addition to significant
expansion, first-edition entries have been thoroughly revised and
updated to reflect the progress that has been made in the last decade
and a half
Excavations at Tall Jawa, Jordan
The Intangible Elements of Culture in Ethnoarchaeological Research
The Archaeology of Science
Prehispanic and Colonial Case Studies in Andean Archaeology
Transformation and Negotiation in Oaxaca, Mexico
A Guide

Ethnoarchaeology first developed as the study of ethnographic
material culture from archaeological perspectives. Over the past
half century it has expanded its scope, especially to cultural and
social anthropology. Both authors are leading practitioners, and
their theoretical perspective embraces both the processualism of
the New Archaeology and the post-processualism of the 1980s and
90s. A case-study approach enables a balanced global geographic
and topical coverage, including consideration of materials in French
and German. Three introductory chapters discuss the subject and
its history, survey the theory, and discuss field methods and ethics.
Ten topical chapters consider formation processes, subsistence, the
study of artefacts and style, settlement systems, site structure and
architecture, specialist craft production, trade and exchange, and
mortuary practices and ideology. Ethnoarchaeology in Action
concludes with ethnoarchaeology s contributions actual and
potential, and with a look at its place within anthropology. It is
generously illustrated, including many photographs of leading
ethnoarchaeologists in action.
Theory and Methods in Archaeology and Prehistory Written for
complete beginners in a narrative style, Ancient Lives is aimed at
introductory courses in archaeology and prehistory that cover
archaeological methods and theory, as well as world prehistory. The
first half of Ancient Lives covers the basic principles, methods, and
theoretical approaches of archaeology. The second half is devoted
to a summary of the major developments of human prehistory: the
origins of humankind and the archaic world, the origins and spread
of modern humans, the emergence of food production, and the
beginnings of civilization. Learning Goals Upon completing this
book, readers should be able to: Understand the basic principles of
archaeology Summarize the major developments of human
prehistory
This handbook, a companion to the authoritative Handbook of
Archaeological Methods, gathers original, authoritative articles
from leading archaeologists on all aspects of the latest thinking
about archaeological theory. It is the definitive resource for
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understanding how to think about archaeology.
This new brief edition pairs two of archaeology's most recognized
names -- David Hurst Thomas of the American Museum of Natural
History and Robert L. Kelly of the University of Wyoming. Their wellchosen examples show how archaeologists have worked through
actual problems in the field and in the lab. After using this book,
readers will be better able to ask questions, solve problems, and
discern truth from fiction. They will learn about the nature of
archaeological data and how archaeologists do such things as
archaeological survey and excavation. They also will develop their
sense of scientific logic and gain a better understanding of career
opportunities available to archaeologists. This edition's enhanced
full-color design improves the visual presentation and enables users
to more clearly see the key points of an image. A rich array of
supplemental resources includes a new companion website, as well
as the option to use the Doing Fieldwork: Archaeological
Demonstrations CD-ROM, Version 2.0, also developed by the
authors. Available with InfoTrac Student Collections
http://gocengage.com/infotrac. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version.
The Archaeology of China
Studying the Creation of Useful Knowledge
An Interdisciplinary Perspective
Pottery Ethnoarchaeology in the Michoacán Sierra
The Iron Age Town
Bluff Your Way in Archaeology

This volume assesses current archaeological theories and considers how they relate to
our understanding of the past.
The landscapes of human habitation are not just perceived; they are also imagined. What
part, then, does imagining landscapes play in their perception? The contributors to this
volume, drawn from a range of disciplines, argue that landscapes are 'imagined' in a
sense more fundamental than their symbolic representation in words, images and other
media. Less a means of conjuring up images of what is 'out there' than a way of living
creatively in the world, imagination is immanent in perception itself, revealing the
generative potential of a world that is not so much ready-made as continually on the
brink of formation. Describing the ways landscapes are perpetually shaped by the
engagements and practices of their inhabitants, this innovative volume develops a
processual approach to both perception and imagination. But it also brings out the ways
in which these processes, animated by the hopes and dreams of inhabitants, increasingly
come into conflict with the strategies of external actors empowered to impose their own,
ready-made designs upon the world. With a focus on the temporal and kinaesthetic
dynamics of imagining, Imagining Landscapes foregrounds both time and movement in
understanding how past, present and future are brought together in the creative, worldshaping endeavours of both inhabitants and scholars. The book will appeal to
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anthropologists, sociologists and archaeologists, as well as to geographers, historians
and philosophers with interests in landscape and environment, heritage and culture,
creativity, perception and imagination.
For more than a century, the study of hunting and gathering societies has been central to
the development of both archaeology and anthropology as academic disciplines, and has
also generated widespread public interest and debate. The Oxford Handbook of the
Archaeology and Anthropology of Hunter-Gatherers provides a comprehensive review of
hunter-gatherer studies to date, including critical engagements with older debates, new
theoretical perspectives, and renewed obligations for greater engagement between
researchers and indigenous communities. Chapters provide in-depth archaeological,
historical, and anthropological case-studies, and examine far-reaching questions about
human social relations, attitudes to technology, ecology, and management of resources
and the environment, as well as issues of diet, health, and gender relations - all central
topics in hunter-gatherer research, but also themes that have great relevance for modern
global society and its future challenges. The Handbook also provides a strategic vision
for how the integration of new methods, approaches, and study regions can ensure that
future research into the archaeology and anthropology of hunter-gatherers will continue
to deliver penetrating insights into the factors that underlie all human diversity.
Contesting Ethnoarchaeologies provides a systematic overview of major non-American
traditions of ethnoarchaeology, with a particular focus on Europe and Asia. It explores
all stages of their research agenda. These ethnoarchaeologies were embedded in
theoretical traditions of local archaeologies. Moreover, ethnoarchaeological studies
carried out in these different settings targeted a wide range of different issues and
addressed numerous questions of covering all sorts of different issues. Consequently,
achieved results and data have been largely idiosyncratic and hardly compatible. Hence,
this volume aims not only to conceptualize characteristics of these diverse
ethnoarchaeologies but more importantly put them in a broader context of the
development of archaeology in different parts of Europe and Asia. The contributors to the
volume express their own diverse views on the cognitive and interpretative value of
ethnoarchaeology for studying prehistoric past, based on particular cases of experience
and research. As such, the volume is not only a valuable overview of numerous
ethnoarchaeological practices in different parts of the region, but also a significant
contribution to the history of archaeological thought. This perspective shall make the
book of wider applicability and make possible to put up ethnoarchaeology as an
immanent and important element of archaeological theory.
Ethnoarchaeological Studies of Material Culture
Beyond the Visible Archaeological Record
People with Animals
Zooarchaeology
The Oxford Handbook of Engineering and Technology in the Classical World
Who Sets the Agenda?
This is an introductory text for students interested in
identification and analysis of animal remains from
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archaeological sites. The emphasis is on animals whose remains
inform us about the relationship between humans and their
natural and social environments, especially site formation
processes, subsistence strategies, the processes of
domestication, and paleoenvironments. Examining examples from
all over the world, from the Pleistocene period up to the
present, this volume is organized in a way that is parallel to
faunal study, beginning with background information, bias in a
faunal assemblage, and basic zooarchaeological methods. This
revised edition reflects developments in zooarchaeology during
the past decade. It includes sections on enamel ultrastructure
and incremental analysis, stable isotyopes and trace elements,
ancient genetics and enzymes, environmental reconstruction,
people as agents of environmental change, applications of
zooarchaeology in animal conservation and heritage management,
and a discussion of issues pertaining to the curation of
archaeofaunal materials.
This volume explores the range of interactions between the
historical sources and archaeology that are available on the
African continent. Written by a range of experts on different
aspects of African archaeology, this book represents the first
consideration of historical archaeology over the African
continent as a whole. This seminal volume also explores Africa's
place in global systems of thought and economic development and
is of interest to historical archaeologists and historians.
"Although most ceramic studies describe vessel production and
use, the causes and rates of pottery discard are often neglected
in archaeological studies. Michael Shott presents analytical
methods for determining pottery use life and demonstrates why
use life should not be overlooked. Over a five-year period Shott
inventoried the household pottery of about twenty-five homes in
five towns in Michoacaan, Mexico, recording age and types of
use. He also looked at a subsample on a monthly basis over two
years to estimate the magnitude of early vessel failure that
would go unnoticed in an annual census. His analysis of about
900 vessels clearly shows that context does not explain use
life, but vessel size does. Bigger pots last longer. Consulting
other ethnoarchaeological sources for comparison and crosscultural perspectives, Shott shows that his results can be
applied to other archaeological data sets for determining
numbers of original whole vessels as well as site occupation
span."--Provided by publisher.
In The Evolution of Ceramic Production Organization in a Maya
Community, Dean E. Arnold continues his unique approach to
ceramic ethnoarchaeology, tracing the history of potters in
Ticul, Yucatán, and their production space over a period of more
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than four decades. This follow-up to his 2008 work Social Change
and the Evolution of Ceramic Production and Distribution uses
narrative to trace the changes in production personnel and their
spatial organization through the changes in production
organization in Ticul. Although several kinds of production
units developed, households were the most persistent units of
production in spite of massive social change and the
reorientation of pottery production to the tourist market.
Entrepreneurial workshops, government-sponsored workshops, and
workshops attached to tourist hotels developed more recently but
were short-lived, whereas pottery-making households extended
deep into the nineteenth century. Through this continuity and
change, intermittent crafting, multi-crafting, and potters'
increased management of economic risk also factored into the
development of the production organization in Ticul. Illustrated
with more than 100 images of production units, The Evolution of
Ceramic Production Organization in a Maya Community is an
important contribution to the understanding of ceramic
production. Scholars with interests in craft specialization,
craft production, and demography, as well as specialists in
Mesoamerican archaeology, anthropology, history, and economy,
will find this volume especially useful.
Contemporary and Historical Archaeological Practice
Microarchaeology
Tracing Pottery-Making Recipes in the Prehistoric Balkans
6th–4th Millennia BC
The Perceptive Potter
From the Late Paleolithic to the Early Bronze Age
African Historical Archaeologies
This book surveys the archaeological record for stone tools from the earliest times to
6,500 years ago in the Near East.
Ethnoarchaeology of Shuwa-Arab Settlements demonstrates the imperative need for
ethnoarchaeology to include a deep sense of the history of the specific social group
under analysis for its findings to truly impact archaeological thinking. Based on research
from a long-term archaeological and ethnoarchaeological project conducted in the
northernmost part of Cameroon, Augustin Holl's new work probes the ethnic survival of
the Shuwa-Arab descendants of generations of pastoralists who migrated from Arabia
to the Chad basin. The book robustly engages macro issues connected to processes of
sedentarization, ethnic interaction in a multi-ethnic setting, and relations of power and
dominion. On the micro level the work deciphers clues for the cultural survival and later
prosperity of the Shuwa-Arab hidden in the material record of their daily settlement life.
This book will be of great interest to students of African history, African studies,
archaeology, ethnoarchaeology, and ethnic and cultural studies seeking to understand
how to successfully integrate history into the interpretation of the archaeological record.
From two of the best-known archaeological writers in the trade, this outstanding
resource provides a thorough survey of the key ideas in archaeology, and how they
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impact on archaeological thinking and method. Clearly written, and easy to follow,
Archaeology: The Key Concepts collates entries written specifically by field specialists,
and each entry offers a definition of the term, its origins and development, and all the
major figures involved in the area. The entries include: thinking about landscape
archaeology of cult and religion cultural evolution concepts of time urban societies the
antiquity of humankind archaeology of gender feminist archaeology experimental
archaeology multiregional evolution. With guides to further reading, extensive crossreferencing, and accessibly written for even beginner students, this book is a superb
guide for anyone studying, teaching, or with any interest in this fascinating subject.
Hunter-gatherer societies are constrained by their environment and the technologies
available to them. However, until now the role of culture in foraging communities has
not been widely considered. 'Structured Worlds' examines the role of cosmology,
values, and perceptions in the archaeological histories of hunter-fisher-gatherers. The
essays examine a range of cultures - Mesolithic Europe, Siberia, Jomon Japan, the
Northwest Coast, the northern Plains, and High Arctic of North America - to show the
role of conceptual frameworks in subsistence and settlement, technology, mobility,
migration, demography, and social organization. Spanning from the early Holocene
period to the present day, 'Structured Worlds' draws on archaeology and ethnography
to explore the role of beliefs, ritual, and social values in the interaction between
foragers and their physical and social landscape. Material culture, animal bones and
settlement patterns show that the behaviours of hunter-gatherers were shaped as much
by cultural concepts as by material need.
Stone Tools in the Paleolithic and Neolithic Near East
Contesting Ethnoarchaeologies
The Archaeology of Hunter-Gatherer Thought and Action
Archaeology Matters
Archaeology: Down to Earth
This volume illustrates and describes the architecture and settlement
history of the Iron Age town located at Tall Jawa (Jordan) Uncovered
during six seasons of archaeological excavations, the site yielded
evidence of a walled town with fortifications and domestic buildings.
Little did ancient people suspect that the garbage they discarded
would one day be resurrected by these scientific rag-and-bone
merchants.
Material culture surrounds us and yet is habitually overlooked. So
integral is it to our everyday lives that we take it for granted. This
attitude has also afflicted the academic analysis of material culture,
although this is now beginning to change, with material culture
recently emerging as a topic in its own right within the social
sciences. Carl Knappett seeks to contribute to this emergent field by
adopting a wide-ranging interdisciplinary approach that is rooted in
archaeology and integrates anthropology, sociology, art history,
semiotics, psychology, and cognitive science. His thesis is that
humans both act and think through material culture; ways of knowing
and ways of doing are ingrained within even the most mundane of
objects. This requires that we adopt a relational perspective on
material artifacts and human agents, as a means of characterizing
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their complex interdependencies. In order to illustrate the networks
of meaning that result, Knappett discusses examples ranging from
prehistoric Aegean ceramics to Zande hunting nets and contemporary
art. Thinking Through Material Culture argues that, although material
culture forms the bedrock of archaeology, the discipline has barely
begun to address how fundamental artifacts are to human cognition and
perception. This idea of codependency among mind, action, and matter
opens the way for a novel and dynamic approach to all of material
culture, both past and present.
This volume focuses on the intangible elements of human cultures,
whose relevance in the study of archaeology has often been claimed but
rarely practiced. In this book, the authors successfully show how the
adoption of ethnoarchaeological perspectives on non-material aspects
of cultures can support the development of methodologies aimed at
refining the archaeological interpretation of ancient items,
technologies, rituals, settlements and even landscape. The volume
includes a series of new approaches that can foster the dialogue
between archaeology and anthropology in the domain of the intangible
knowledge of rural and urban communities. The role of ethnoarchaeology
in the study of the intangible heritage is so far largely
underexplored, and there is a considerable lack of ethnoarchaeological
studies explicitly focused on the less tangible evidence of present
and past societies. Fresh case studies will revitalize the theoretical
debate around ethnoarchaeology and its applicability in the
archaeological and heritage research in the new millennium. Over the
past decade, ‘intangible’ has become a key word in anthropological
research and in heritage management. Archaeological theories and
methods regarding the explorations of the meaning and the significance
of artifacts, resources, and settlement patterns are increasingly
focusing on non-material evidence. Due to its peculiar
characteristics, ethnoarchaeology can effectively foster the
development of the study of the intangible cultural heritage of living
societies, and highlight its relevance to the study of those of the
past.
The Evolution of Ceramic Production Organization in a Maya Community
An Ethnoarchaeological Study of Pottery, Ethnicity, and Political
Action in Amazonia
Critical Approaches to Fieldwork
The Oxford Companion to Archaeology
Perspectives and Studies in Ethnozooarchaeology
Ancient Lives
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