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Traces the controversial history of euthanasia, examining evolving opinions about what
constitutes a good death and taking issue with the right-to-die movement over the
question of legalizing assisted suicide.

Assisted dying is still an extremely contested topic in Bioethics. Despite the strongly
influential role human dignity plays in this debate, it still has not received the
appropriate, multi-faceted treatment it deserves. Studies show that the notion of dignity
already plays an important role in medical contexts: it is frequently used by health care
professionals as well as patients. However, its use in these contexts needs to be analyzed
and explained in more detail. Moreover, a review of the available literature clearly
shows that the general, highly fruitful academic debate on human dignity is more than
ready to take the next step into applied ethics: in particular, into the even more
controversial area of assisted death. This book offers a detailed philosophical analysis of
dignity and how it relates to assisted death. Its audience will benefit both from the
general discussion of human dignity it offers as well as from the specific bioethical
context to which it is applied.

This book examines legal responses to guthl%tasia and whether legal reform is an
age



appropriate response to calls for it to be more readily available.

The Dutch experience has influenced the debate on euthanasia and death with dignity
around the globe, especially with regard to whether physician-assisted suicide and
euthanasia should be legitimized or legalized. A review of the literature reveals complex
and often contradictory views about the Dutch experience. Some claim that the
Netherlands offers a model for the world to follow; others believe that the Netherlands
represents danger, rather than promise, and that the Dutch experience is the definitive
answer regarding why we should not make active euthanasia and physician-assisted
suicide part of our lives. Given these contradictory views, it has become clear that
fieldwork is essential to developing a more informed opinion. Having investigated the
Dutch experience for a number of years, and after thoroughly reading the vast literature
published in English, I went to the Netherlands for one month in the summer of 1999 to
get a feel for the local situation. 1 felt that this would provide the basis on which I could
better interpret the findings of the available literature. I visited the major centers of
medical ethics, as well as some research hospitals, and spoke with leading figures in the
euthanasia policy and practice. The time spent was extremely beneficial and enriching. |
followed in the footsteps of Carlos Gomez, who 1 published a book following one month
of extensive research in the Netherlands.

The Case Against Assisted Suicide
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The Euthanasia Debate

Life, Death, God, and Medicine

Death and Dying

A Concise History of Euthanasia

Basic Questions on Suicide and Euthanasia

Obligations to Persons and Other Living Things

In The Case against Assisted Suicide: For the Right to End-of-
Life Care, Dr. Kathleen Foley and Dr. Herbert Hendin uncover why
pleas for patient autonomy and compassion, often used in favor
of legalizing euthanasia, do not advance or protect the rights
of terminally ill patients. Incisive essays by authorities in
the fields of medicine, law, and bioethics draw on studies done
in the Netherlands, Oregon, and Australia by the editors and
contributors that show the dangers that legalization of assisted
suicide would pose to the most vulnerable patients. Thoughtful
and persuasive, this book urges the medical profession to
improve palliative care and develop a more humane response to
the complex issues facing those who are terminally ill.
Demonstrates how U.S. attitudes and practices concerning

euthanasia have been influenge%mgy the historical development of
age



rights within the western world.

This volume is concerned with three structures of criminal law:
the internal structure of the law itself; the place of criminal
law within the larger structure of law; and the relationships
between legal, social and political structures.

The moral issues involved in doctors assisting patients to die
with dignity are of absolutely central concern to the medical
profession, ethicists, and the public at large. The debate is
fuelled by cases that extend far beyond passive euthanasia to
the active consideration of killing by physicians. The need for
a sophisticated but lucid exposition of the two sides of the
argument is now urgent. This book supplies that need. Two
prominent philosophers, Gerald Dworkin and R. G. Frey present
the case for legalization of physician-assisted suicide. One of
the best-known ethicists in the US, Sissela Bok, argues the case
against.

When Life Becomes a Burden Too Hard to Bear

The Ethics of Assisted Death

The Cambridge Textbhook of Bioethics

Moral Status
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Ethical, Clinical and Legal Perspectives

The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America

The Controversy Over Mercy Killing, Assisted Suicide, And The
"Right To Die"

This collection of essays explores issues related to death and dying.
Each essay takes a pro or con stance on each topic, so that readers
benefit from more than one thoughtful viewpoint. Readers will explore
end-of-life care, and the economics and end-of-life care decisions.
They will evaluate government involvement, and the rights of
terminally ill people. Hospice care, and the relationship between
technology and life spans are also debated.

Physician-Assisted Suicide: What are the Issues? offers a detailed
discussion of recent supreme court rulings that have had an impact on
the contemporary debate in the United States and elsewhere over
physician-assisted suicide. Two rulings by the U.S. Supreme Court
have altered the contemporary debate on physician-assisted suicide:
Washington v. Glucksberg (1997) and Vacco v. Quill (1997). In these
cases, the Supreme Court ruled that state laws could prohibit assisted

suicide and, therefore, physician-assisted suicide. These rulings mark
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the apex of over two decades of unprecedented litigation regarding
end-of-life care and signal the beginning of a new clinical, ethical, and
legal debate over the extent of an individual's rights to control the
timing, manner, and means of his/her death. The debate over suicide
and assisting suicide is ancient and contentious and intertwined with
questions about the permissibility of voluntary active euthanasia or
mercy killing. Responses to these issues can be divided into those who
defend physician-assisted suicide and many of these other activities
and those who object. But those who object may do so on principled
grounds in that they regard these activities as wrong in all cases, or
non-principled, in that they believe there are more prudent, less
disruptive or more efficient policies. The authors in this book sort out
these responses and look at the assumptions underlying them. Several
of these authors give startling new interpretations that a culture gap,
deeper and wider than that in the abortion debate, exists.

This book examines questions of medical accountability and ethics. It
analyses how the criminal justice system regulates health care
practice, and to what extent it can and should be used as a tool to

resolve ethical conflict in healt!: care. For most of the twentieth
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century, criminal courts were engaged in matters relating to medicine
principally as a forum to resolve ethical controversies over the sanctity
of life. However, the judiciary approached this function with
reluctance and amarked tendency to defer to the medical profession to
define what constituted ethical, and thus lawful conduct. However,
over the past 25 years, criminal courts have increasingly been drawn
into these types of question, and the criminal law has become a major
actor in the resolution of ethical conflict. The trend to prosecute for
aberrant professional conduct or medical malpractice and the role of
the criminal process in medicine has been analytically neglected in the
UK. There is scant literature addressing the appropriate boundaries of
the criminal process in resolving ethical conflict, the theoretical legal
analysis of the law's relationship with health care, or the practical
impact of the criminal justice system on professionals and the delivery
of health care in the UK. This volume addresses these issues via a
combination of theoretical analyses and key case studies, drawing on
the experiences of other carefully selected jurisdictions. It places a
particular emphasis on theappropriateness of the involvement of the

criminal justice system in heali;h care, the limitations of this
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developing trend, and solutions to the problems it throws up. The book
takes euthanasia as a primary example of the issues raised by the
intersection of health care and the criminal law, and questions
whether health care issues appropriately fall within the remit of the
criminal justice system.

Cutting-edge medical ethics issues are addressed by nationally
recognized experts. The BioBasics Series confronts the maze of
challenging questions with biblical responses and uncompromising
respect for all human life.

Assisted Death in Europe and America

An Argument Against Legalisation

The Policy and Practice of Mercy Killing

Euthanasia

For the Right to End-of-Life Care

Human Dignity and Assisted Death

Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide

Recent high-profile cases of terminally-ill patients fighting for the right to assisted
suicide have brought the euthanasia debate to the fore once more.

Dealing with some of the thorniest problems in medicine, from euthanasia to the
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distribution of health care resources, this book introduces the reasoning we can use to
approach medical ethics. Exploring how medical ethics supports health professionals’
work, it also considers the impact of the media, pressure groups, and legal judgments.
Arguing EuthanasiaThe Controversy Over Mercy Killing, Assisted Suicide, And The
"Right To Die"Simon and Schuster

This revealing volume explores recent historical perspectives on the modern
euthanasia and assisted-suicide debate and the political arenas in which it has
unfolded. « Case studies explain contemporary legal techniques in the handling of
euthanasia and assisted-suicide prosecutions, including those involving doctors,
nurses, and family members « A chronology shows political events and major cases of
medical euthanasia and assisted suicide over the past 100 years * A glossary explains
key terms, such as "causation," "intent,"” "palliative care,"” and "double effect" « An
interdisciplinary bibliography cites significant materials from the fields of history, law,
and sociology, as well as major medical journal articles

Euthanasia and the Right to Death

Killing and Letting Die

Medical Ethics

The Peaceful Pill Handbook

From Conflict to Compromise

A Merciful End
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The Right to Die

Whether euthanasia or assisted suicide should be legalized is one of the most pressing
and profound questions facing legislators, health care professionals, their patients and
society at large. This work aims to inform the debate by acquainting anyone interested
in this issue with some of the major ethical, legal and clinical and theological issues
involved. The essays have been written to be readily intelligible to the general reader.
"This book provides a history of Nazi medical euthanasia programs, demonstrating that
arguments in their favor were widely embraced by Western medicine before the Third
Reich. Contributors find significant continuities between history and current physician-
assisted suicide and euthanasia and urge caution about their legalization or
implementation'--

Polemic Paper from the year 2017 in the subject Medicine - Medical Frontiers and
Special Areas, grade: 1, Egerton University, language: English, abstract: Euthanasia is
seemingly raising numerous agonizing ethical dilemmas. Therefore, this research
paper will critically analyze the ethical aspects of euthanasia. Euthanasia refers to the
termination of a terminally ill patient’s life. It is executed at an individual’s consent
especially when someone is suffering from an incurable health condition. In addition,
the decision to terminate a patient’s life can also be made by the patient’s relatives, the
court of law or medical practitioners. However, it is worth noting that the decision by
the relatives, the court or the medics is only reached at if the patient is critically ill,
such that he or she cannot think or reason. Euthanasia is commonly known as mercy

killing or assisted suicide because all the suicide procedures are designed in such a
Page 10/23



way that, the patient’s dignity is not degraded or compromised. The Greeks termed it
as euthanatos which simply meant easy death. Some individuals who are not terminally
ill can sign consent for their lives to be terminated through euthanasia because of
ethical reasons especially with matters related to human dignity, but this happens on
rare occasions. However, euthanasia has aroused unprecedented debate in the society
because it involves several considerations; the most significant one’s being practical,
religious and ethical issues. Moreover, this practice seems to be somehow challenging
to the health professionals, since it is not in alignment with the medical ethics nor legal
framework. Euthanasia is illegal in the United Kingdom: thus, it is considered illegal.
Therefore, approaches towards euthanasia require caution, since it can lead to legal
repercusions. For instance, voluntary euthanasia is considered as a crime in the United
Kingdom, which is punishable by law. Any individual who deliberately executes
euthanasia is subjected to serve a jail term.

A consideration of the 'slippery slope’' objection to voluntary euthanasia, including a
review of the Dutch experience.

Twenty-three Centuries of Debate

Euthanasia in the Netherlands

Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide

Beneficent Euthanasia

Right To Die?

Euthanasia, Assisted Suicide And End-Of-Life Care

Physician-Assisted Suicide: What are the Issues?
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The co-founders of the Hemlock Society assess the pros and cons of euthanasia and
examine significant legal and medical precedents that affect the right to die

Euthanasia, Ethics and the Law argues that the law governing the ending of life in England
and Wales is unclear, confused and often contradictory. The book shows that the rules are in
competition because the ethical principles underlying the rules are also diverse and
conflicting. In mounting his case Richard Huxtable considers some familiar and topical
debates, including assisted suicide and voluntary euthanasia, examining such situations as
the Dianne Pretty litigation and Lord Joffe's Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill. The
book also enters some important, but less well-charted areas, looking at the advent of
'death tourism' and the real status of involuntary and passive euthanasia in English law, in
addition to clarifying the confusion that surrounds the use of powerful painkillers like
morphine. Dealing with both legal and ethical issues, the text concludes that the time has
come to more openly adopt a compromise position - one that more honestly recognises and
accommodates the competing values, whilst also restoring a measure of coherence to the
law.

“A remarkably nuanced, empathetic, and well-crafted work of journalism, [The Inevitable]
explores what might be called the right-to-die underground, a world of people who wonder
why a medical system that can do so much to try to extend their lives can do so little to help
them end those lives in a peaceful and painless way.”—Brooke Jarvis, The New Yorker More
states and countries are passing right-to-die laws that allow the sick and suffering to end
their lives at pre-planned moments, with the help of physicians. But even where these laws

exist, they leave many people behind. The Inevitable moves beyond margins of the law to
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the people who are meticulously planning their final hours—far from medical offices,
legislative chambers, hospital ethics committees, and polite conversation. It also shines a
light on the people who help them: loved ones and, sometimes, clandestine groups on the
Internet that together form the “euthanasia underground.” Katie Engelhart, a veteran
journalist, focuses on six people representing different aspects of the right to die debate.
Two are doctors: a California physician who runs a boutique assisted death clinic and has
written more lethal prescriptions than anyone else in the U.S.; an Australian named Philip
Nitschke who lost his medical license for teaching people how to end their lives painlessly
and peacefully at “DIY Death” workshops. The other four chapters belong to people who said
they wanted to die because they were suffering unbearably—of old age, chronic illness,
dementia, and mental anguish—and saw suicide as their only option. Spanning North
America, Europe, and Australia, The Inevitable offers a deeply reported and fearless look at
a morally tangled subject. It introduces readers to ordinary people who are fighting to find
dignity and authenticity in the final hours of their lives.

John Wyatt helps us to navigate the arguments for assisted dying with hearts and heads
engaged, and above all with our Bibles open.

The Inevitable

The Structures of The Criminal Law

Before, During, and After the Holocaust

A Very Short Introduction

Physician-assisted Suicide and Euthanasia

Dispatches on the Right to Die
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A Natural Right to Die

"An excellent volume, which will be useful to both professional philosophers and
students."-Ethics

[Please do everything to save his life.l It is always heard at any place where care is given,
although it is not said in each and every situation. Nowadays, the doctor's decision about
his or her patients has become a dilemma. Is it the doctor{ls duty to relieve pain and
suffering even by taking the patient's life? Or should she or he respect human life and
stand back, waiting for the nature to take its course? Some people argue that in certain
circumstances killing someone to relieve his or her suffering should be considered as a
mercy killing, while others believe that letting someone die naturally is a matter of
respecting human life. This book presents a simplistic way of thinking in a very
complicated debate. It is about euthanasia, a topic which has been generally ignored and,
unfortunately, in many countries has been misused or neglected. In fact, this book will
show the exact meaning of the term Umercy killingll and the various types that exist. It
will also describe the attitudes of many countries and the beliefs of different religions, as
well as medical and social views about euthanasia.

Are we ever justified in choosing to die by deliberate action? Is it ever right to aid those
who request assistance in dying? These questions are widely debated today, and in this

book, a nationally recognized authority in theology and ethics examines the major
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arguments for and against physician-assisted death. Writing from a religious perspective,
Kenneth Cauthen presents explicit biblical and philosophical foundations for a cautious
and reasoned case to change the current laws concerning physician-assisted suicide and
physician-administered death.

Mary Anne Warren explores a theoretical question which lies at the heart of practical
ethics: what are the criteria for having moral status? In other words, what are the criteria
for being an entity towards which people have moral obligations? Some philosophers
maintain that there is one intrinsic propertylfor instance, life, sentience, humanity, or
moral agency. Others believe that relational properties, such as belonging to a human
community, are more important. In Part I of the book, Warren argues that no single
property can serve as the sole criterion for moral status; instead, life, sentience, moral
agency, and social and biotic relationships are all relevant, each in a different way. She
presents seven basic principles, each focusing on a property that can, in combination with
others, legitimately affect an agent's moral obligations towards entities of a given type. In
Part II, these principles are applied in an examination of three controversial ethical issues:
voluntary euthanasia, abortion

Four Regimes and Their Lessons

The Criminal Justice System and Health Care
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Which "M" is it? Mercy or Murder?
The Case for Voluntary Euthanasia
What are the Issues?

Major Arguments and Religious Perspectives
Medicine and health care generate many bioethical problems and dilemmas that
are of great academic, professional and public interest. This comprehensive
resource is designed as a succinct yet authoritative text and reference for
clinicians, bioethicists, and advanced students seeking a better understanding of
ethics problems in the clinical setting. Each chapter illustrates an ethical problem
that might be encountered in everyday practice; defines the concepts at issue;
examines their implications from the perspectives of ethics, law and policy; and
then provides a practical resolution. There are 10 key sections presenting the
most vital topics and clinically relevant areas of modern bioethics. International,
interdisciplinary authorship and cross-cultural orientation ensure suitability for a
worldwide audience. This book will assist all clinicians in making well-reasoned
and defensible decisions by developing their awareness of ethical considerations
and teaching the analytical skills to deal with them effectively.
Discusses the moral and ethical aspects of euthanasia and related topics.
Essays discuss the legal and ethical issues related to physician-assisted sucicide,
the work of Dr. Jack Kevorkian, and lethal prescriptions for the terminally ill
Physician-Assisted Death is the eleventh volume of Biomedical Ethics Reviews.
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We, the editors, are pleased with the response to the series over the years and, as
a result, are happy to continue into a second decade with the same general
purpose and zeal. As in the past, contributors to projected volumes have been
asked to summarize the nature of the literature, the prevailing attitudes and
arguments, and then to advance the discussion in some way by staking out and
arguing forcefully for some basic position on the topic targeted for discussion. For
the present volume on Physician-Assisted Death, we felt it wise to enlist the
services of a guest editor, Dr. Gregg A. Kasting, a practicing physician with
extensive clinical knowledge of the various problems and issues encountered in
discussing physician assisted death. Dr. Kasting is also our student and just
completing a graduate degree in philosophy with a specialty in biomedical ethics
here at Georgia State University. Apart from a keen interest in the topic, Dr.
Kasting has published good work in the area and has, in our opinion, done an
excellent job in taking on the lion's share of editing this well-balanced and
probing set of essays. We hope you will agree that this volume significantly
advances the level of discussion on physician-assisted euthanasia. Incidentally, we
wish to note that the essays in this volume were all finished and committed to
press by January 1993.

Euthanasia, Ethics and Public Policy

Euthanasia Examined

Euthanasia, Death with Dignity and the Law

The Right to Die?
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Understanding Euthanasia
Are They Ever Right?
Euthanasia, Ethics and the Law

A discussion of the debate concerning the right-to-die
issue, including past and present views on euthanasia, the
controversial subject of assisted suicide, and the legal
ramifications.
While it may seem that debates over euthanasia began with
Jack Kervorkian, the practice of mercy killing extends back
to Ancient Greece and beyond. In America, the debate has
raged for well over a century. Now, in A Merciful End, Ian
Dowbiggin offers the first full-scale historical account of
one of the most controversial reform movements in America.
Drawing on unprecedented access to the archives of the
Euthanasia Society of America, interviews with important
figures in the movement today, and flashpoint cases such as
the tragic fate of Karen Ann Quinlan, Dowbiggin tells the
dramatic story of the men and women who struggled
throughout the twentieth century to change the nation's
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attitude--and its laws--regarding mercy killing. In tracing
the history of the euthanasia movement, he documents its
intersection with other progressive social causes: women's
suffrage, birth control, abortion rights, as well as its
uneasy pre-WWII alliance with eugenics. Such links brought
euthanasia activists into fierce conflict with Judeo-
Christian institutions who worried that "the right to die"
might become a "duty to die." Indeed, Dowbiggin argues that
by joining a sometimes overzealous quest to maximize human
freedom with a desire to "improve" society, the euthanasia
movement has been dogged by the fear that mercy killing
could be extended to persons with disabilities, handicapped
newborns, unconscious geriatric patients, lifelong
criminals, and even the poor. Justified or not, such fears
have stalled the movement, as more and more Americans now
prefer better end-of-life care than wholesale changes 1in
euthanasia laws. For anyone trying to decide whether
euthanasia offers a humane alternative to prolonged

suffering or violates the "saggtity of life," A Merciful
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End provides fascinating and much-needed historical
context.

Advances in medical treatment now enable physicians to
prolong life to a previously unknown extent, however in
many instances these new techniques mean not the saving of
life but prolonging the act of dying. In the eyes of many,
medical technology has run out of control and contributes
to unnecessary suffering. Hence the demand has arisen that
patients should be entitled to choose death when pain and
physical and mental deterioration have destroyed the
possibility of a dignified and meaningful life and that
their doctors should help them to realize this endeavor. At
the present time there are seven jurisdictions in the world
that, with various restrictions, have legalized the
practice of assisted death -- physician-assisted suicide
and/or voluntary euthanasia - to wit, the Netherlands,
Belgium, Luxembourg, Switzerland in Europe and the states
of Oregon, Washington and Montana in the United States.

Four of these regimes - 1in tggmNetherlands, Belgium,
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Switzerland and the state of Oregon -- have been
functioning for many years, and we have for them a
substantial body of data as well as much observational
research. This book is based upon this material. The
literature dealing with the moral, legal and social aspects
of assisted death is voluminous, but there is a paucity of
writing that provides a detailed account of the way these
four regimes are actually working. Many partisans, on both
sides of the issue, cite existing data selectively or, at
times, willfully distort the empirical evidence in order to
strengthen their case. Based on the documentary record and
interviews with officials and scholars, this book seeks to
give the specialist as well as the general interested
reader a reliable picture of the way assisted death
functions and to draw relevant lessons. While accurate
factual information cannot settle a moral debate, it
nevertheless is a precondition of any well-founded
argument. 'The author speaks authoritatively about the

issues he addresses. I thinszQis book does make an
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important contribution to the field. It will be of interest
to students and scholars of PAS as a source of information
and reference. I definitely recommend publication.' Stuart
Youngner, Department of Bioethics, Case Western Reserve
University School of Medicine 'The information collected
here makes an important contribution to the literature on
PAS because it collects a broad array of relevant
information into a single volume. It is interesting and
enlightening. This will make the book a valuable resource
for anyone interested in the subject and an especially
useful resource for academics who study or teach about the
issues.' Rosamond Rhodes, Director, Bioethics Education, Mt
Sinai School of Medicine

Experts Debate the Right to Die

A Christian Response to Euthanasia

The Euthanasia/Assisted-Suicide Debate

Act to Clarify Federal Law with Respect to Restricting the
Use of Federal Funds in Support of Assisted Suicide

Public Controversy, Private Matter
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Physician-Assisted Death
Voluntary Euthanasia
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