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Commitment In American Life Robert N Bellah
New York Times bestselling author Jefferson Bethke delivers a powerful
critique of the Western notion of the nuclear family and calls us to a
sweeping new paradigm that brings not only longed-for stability but
also radical blessings to the world. The West's multi-century
experiment with the nuclear family has failed. Its toxic hyperindividualism has left us with an unprecedented number of broken homes
and rampant confusion over what a family is supposed to be. Jefferson
Bethke delivers the solution we've been seeking: a plan for taking
back our families from the modern myth that has derailed us and a
vision for returning to the life-giving, biblical model of multigenerational teams. In Take Back Your Family, Bethke uncovers the
historic events that led to our obsession with the nuclear family,
then exposes the devastating effects of our current "me culture." Now,
writing from the visceral perspective of a father with three young
children, he shares the values and strategies he and his family lean
on in their quest to live as a community bonded by a shared mission,
committed to mutually growing and thriving together. By returning to
God's original design for families on earth, he says, we can
participate in the kingdom work that restores and fulfills our
innermost desires for connection, contentment, and meaning.
Habits of the HeartIndividualism and Commitment in American LifeUniv
of California Press
In this provocative book, Wilfred McClay considers the long-standing
tension between individualism and social cohesion in conceptions of
American culture. Exploring ideas of unity and diversity as they have
evolved since the Civil War, he illuminates the historical background
to our ongoing search for social connectedness and sources of
authority in a society increasingly dominated by the premises of
individualism. McClay borrows D. H. Lawrence's term 'masterless
men'--extending its meaning to women as well--and argues that it is
expressive of both the promise and the peril inherent in the modern
American social order. Drawing upon a wide range of
disciplines--including literature, sociology, political science,
philosophy, psychology, and feminist theory--McClay identifies a
competition between visions of dispersion on the one hand and
coalescence on the other as modes of social organization. In addition,
he employs intellectual biography to illuminate the intersection of
these ideas with the personal experiences of the thinkers articulating
them and shows how these shifting visions are manifestations of a more
general ambivalence about the process of national integration and
centralization that has characterized modern American economic,
political, and cultural life.
"The contemporary benchmark from which to look back and look forward
in the continuing inquiry about American character."--Daniel Bell
Individualism and Commitment in American Life
Imagining Japan
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Our Divided Political Heart
Religion and Stratification
A Christian Approach to Education for the Digital Age
Christianizing the American People

Since the mid-1960s, new religious movements—some exotic, some
homegrown—have burgeoned all over the United States. A sense of selfawareness and spiritual sensitivity have found expression in the lives of
large numbers of people, especially among youth. Why would this happen?
What do these movements teach, and what effect do they have on the
future? How does religious consciousness relate to other manifestations of
social change, such as communal living, group therapy, and radical
politics? Beginning in 1971, an extensive research project was undertaken
by a team of sociologists, historians, and theologians seeking answers to
these questions. Through a combination of interviews and participant
observations, they studied new religious and quasi-religious groups in the
San Francisco Bay Area, a spawning ground for upwards of one hundred
such movements. The New Religious Consciousness opens with reports on
three Eastern-based movements: the Healthy, Happy, Holy Organization,
Hare Krishna, and Divine Light (more popularly known by the name of its
leader, Maharaj Ji). Three quasi-religious movements are then considered:
the New Left, the Human Potential Movement (Esalen, EST, Scientology,
etc.), and Synanon. Next, three movements having their roots in Western
religious traditions are examined: the Christian World Liberation Front (an
offshoot of the Jesus Movement), Catholic Charismatic Renewal, and the
Church of Satan (whose members believe in witchcraft). Succeeding
chapters are devoted to estimating the impact of these movements on
established religions and the population at large and to the history of
earlier periods of religious ferment in the United States. The book
concludes with provocative essays by the editors in which they present
separate and differing analyses of the sources, nature, and meaning of the
new religious consciousness. A variety of perspectives are represented
here: phenomenological, theological, experiential, sociological, and social
psychological. The result is a book rich in insight about the nature of new
religions. Taken together with a companion volume, Robert Wuthnow's The
Consciousness Reformation, also published by University of California
Press, The New Religious Consciousness provides the first comprehensive
study of American countercultural belief systems. With contributions by:
Randall H. Alfred Robert N. Bellah Charles Y. Glock Barbara Hargrove
Donald Heinz Gregory Johnson Ralph Lane, Jr. Jeanne Messer Richard
Ofshe Thomas Piazza Linda K. Pritchard Donald Stone Alan Tobey James
Wolfe Robert Wuthnow This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived
program, which commemorates University of California Press’s mission to
seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and
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impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes highquality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-ondemand technology. This title was originally published in 1976.
'Tom Paine and Revolutionary America' combines a study of the career of
the foremost political pamphleteer of the Age of Revolution with a model
for the integration of the political, intellectual and social history of the
struggle for American independence.
Engaging with current philosophers and thinkers, this book looks at what
are the roots to our human condition. It looks the wisdom that traditional
Christianity can bring to a Western culture preoccupied with post-truth,
individualism and utilitarian methods of thinking. The desire for a fulfilling
life is a common motivation to people, regardless of religious faith or nonfaith. To be full of character - joyful, thoughtful, resourceful and truthful we need habits of the heart. This book will explore the ways in which we
can imagine our humanity differently, and find happiness as a direct result
of becoming full of character.
THE GOOD SOCIETY examines how many of our institutions- from the
family to the government itself- fell from grace, and offers concrete
proposals for revitalizing them.
Readings on the Themes of Habits of the Heart
Habits of the Heart
The Masterless
Judgment and Sensibility
Healing the Heart of Democracy
This groundbreaking study explores the ways young Americans today understand right
and wrong, how they think out their morality, and how they live it out. It describes
contrasting ethical styles in the biblical, utilitarian, and personalist traditions of our
culture; first, as they structured the conflict between mainstream and counterculture
during the 1960s, and second, as they have shaped the transformation of these values
in new religious movements since the early 1970s. Coupling descriptive ethics with
interpretive sociology, this study pursues biography and moral dialogue with sixties
youth who participated in a charismatic Christian sect, a Zen Buddhist meditation
center, and a human potential organization (est). It shows the significance of these
movements for the adherents' changing ideas of their own identity; their relationships,
sex roles, courtship, and marriage; and their politics and vision of society. It analyzes
the cultural logic and the social location of their ideas, which break down, recombine,
and find renewal in the course of conversion.
A fascinating study of moral languages and their discontents, Ethics after Babel
explains the links that connect contemporary moral philosophy, religious ethics, and
political thought in clear, cogent, even conversational prose. Princeton's paperback
edition of this award-winning book includes a new postscript by the author that
responds to the book's noted critics, Stanley Hauerwas and the late Alan Donagan. In
answering his critics, Jeffrey Stout clarifies the book's arguments and offers fresh
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reasons for resisting despair over the prospects of democratic discourse.
Challenging the formidable tradition that places early New England Puritanism at the
center of the American religious experience, Yale historian Jon Butler offers a new
interpretation of three hundred years of religious and cultural development. Butler
stresses the instability of religion in Europe where state churches battled dissenters,
magic, and astonishingly low church participation. He charts the transfer of these
difficulties to America, including the failure of Puritan religious models, and describes
the surprising advance of religious commitment there between 1700 and 1865. Through
the assertion of authority and coercion, a remarkable sacralization of the
prerevolutionary countryside, advancing religious pluralism, the folklorization of magic,
and an eclectic, syncretistic emphasis on supernatural interventionism, including
miracles, America emerged after 1800 as an extraordinary spiritual hothouse that far
eclipsed the Puritan achievement--even as secularism triumphed in Europe. Awash in a
Sea of Faith ranges from popular piety to magic, from anxious revolutionary war
chaplains to the cool rationalism of James Madison, from divining rods and seer stones
to Anglican and Unitarian elites, and from Virginia Anglican occultists and Presbyterians
raised from the dead to Jonathan Edwards, Joseph Smith, and Abraham Lincoln. Butler
deftly comes to terms with conventional themes such as Puritanism, witchcraft, religion
and revolution, revivalism, millenarianism, and Mormonism. His elucidation of
Christianity's powerful role in shaping slavery and of a subsequent African spiritual
"holocaust," with its ironic result in African Christianization, is an especially fresh and
incisive account. Awash in a Sea of Faith reveals the proliferation of American religious
expression--not its decline--and stresses the creative tensions between pulpit and pew
across three hundred years of social maturation. Striking in its breadth and deeply
rooted in primary sources, this seminal book recasts the landscape of American
religious and cultural history.
"This interesting volume of essays on contemporary religion and its ambivalent
relationship to modernity not only serves as a testimony to the intellectual influence of
Robert Bellah, it establishes a new school of comparative religious and social thought.
This Bellahian school--at the intersection of sociological, theological, and contemporary
philosophical thinking--has roots in Durkheim and Weber, borrows insights from Marx,
Foucault, and Bourdieu, and finds its clearest voice in the writings of Bellah himself.
The essays by some of Bellah's colleagues and former students that have been
gathered in this volume address some of the most sagacious of these Bellahian
themes: the religious dimension of contemporary civil societies, the relationship
between religious and capitalist values, the cultural critique of modernity, and the moral
visions that hold a promise of civic renewal."—Mark Juergensmeyer, author of Terror in
the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (California, 2000). "This highly
readable collection of original, thought-provoking essays by leading scholars provides
fresh insights into the issues that Robert Bellah has addressed so fruitfully in his long
career. Readers will learn much about such issues as how Calvinism contributed to
political revolution, why democracies require an enlarged sense of political community,
how the religious foundations of Japan and the United States differ, and what it means
to be a Christian and an American."—Benton Johnson, coauthor of Vanishing
Boundaries: The Religion of Protestant Baby Boomers (1994) and author of
Functionalism in Modern Sociology: Understanding Talcott Parsons (1975)
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Meaning and Modernity
Catholic Perspectives on Political Participation
Getting Saved from the Sixties
Self and Society in Modern America
Individualism And Collectivism
Take Back Your Family
With eye-opening statistics, original data, and vivid portraits of people who live
alone, renowned sociologist Eric Klinenberg upends conventional wisdom to deliver
the definitive take on how the rise of going solo is transforming the American
experience. Klinenberg shows that most single dwellers—whether in their twenties
or eighties—are deeply engaged in social and civic life. There's even evidence that
people who live alone enjoy better mental health and have more environmentally
sustainable lifestyles. Drawing on more than three hundred in-depth interviews,
Klinenberg presents a revelatory examination of the most significant demographic
shift since the baby boom and offers surprising insights on the benefits of this
epochal change.
Bellah led a team of sociologists in interviewing some 200 Americans on love, work,
success and values. Blending interviews with historical analysis, they explore what
habits of the heart move Americans, and what beliefs and practices shape their
character and social order. They examine the traditions Americans use to make
sense of themselves and their society and show that while individualism creates selfreliant heroes, it also destroys the fabric of community and the capacity for
commitment to one another. Most of the people interviewed--wives and husbands,
managers, psychotherapists, local businessmen and civic activists--are split between
a public world of competitive striving and a private world supposed to provide the
meaning and love that make the competitive jungle bearable. (For sale in India at
Rs.66.00).
Perhaps best known for his coauthored bestselling books Habits of the Heart and
The Good Society, Robert N. Bellah is a truly visionary leader in the social study of
religion. For more than four decades, he has examined the role of religion in
modern and premodern societies, attempting to discern how religious meaning is
formed and how it shapes ethical and political practices. The Robert Bellah Reader
brings together twenty-eight of Bellah’s seminal essays. While the essays span a
period of more than forty years, nearly half of them were written in the past decade,
many in the past few years. The Reader is organized around four central concerns.
It seeks to place modernity in theoretical and historical perspective, drawing from
major figures in social science, historical and contemporary, from Aristotle and
Rousseau through Durkheim and Weber to Habermas and Mary Douglas. It takes
the United States to be in some respects the type-case of modernity and in others
the most atypical of modern societies, analyzing its common faith in individual
freedom and democratic self-government, and its persistent paradoxes of inequality,
exclusion, and empire. The Reader is also concerned to test the axiomatic modern
assumption that rational cognition and moral evaluation, fact and value, are
absolutely divided, arguing instead that they overlap and interact much more than
conventional wisdom in the university today usually admits. Finally, it criticizes
modernity’s affirmation that faith and knowledge stand even more utterly at odds,
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arguing instead that their overlap and interaction, obvious in every premodern
society, animate the modern world as well. Through such critical and constructive
inquiry this Reader probes many of our deepest social and cultural quandaries,
quandaries that put modernity itself, with all its immense achievements, at mortal
risk. Through the practical self-understanding such inquiry spurs, Bellah shows how
we may share responsibility for the world we have made and seek to heal it.
This book makes the bold claim that intellectual sophistication was born worldwide
during the middle centuries of the first millennium bce. From Axial Age thinkers we
inherited a sense of the world as a place not just to experience but to investigate,
envision, and alter. A variety of utopian visions emerged and led to both reform and
repression.
Individualism & Commitment in American Life
The Japanese Tradition and Its Modern Interpretation
Varieties of Civil Religion
Habits of the heart : individualism and commitment in American life
Voting and Holiness
Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia

In this, his latest book, Harry Triandis explores the
constructs of collectivism and individualism. Collectivists
are closely linked individuals who view themselves primarily
as parts of a whole, be it a family, a network of coworkers, a tribe, or a nation. Such people are mainly
motivated by the norms and duties imposed by the collective
entity.
"In 1980, Varieties of Civil Religion was the latest
statement in the field of civil religion pioneered by Robert
Bellah. Over thirty years later, scholarly interest in the
field continues to grow. By examining the force of religion
in politics and society, this book offers a comparative
treatment that deepens the understanding of American civil
religion and provides a lens for exploring civil religion in
other societies, particularly those of Italy, Mexico, and
Japan. Bellah and Hammond trace the historical development
of the peculiarly American brand of civil religion as they
unravel its sometimes baffling intricacies. Themes include
the conviction that America is a chosen country and American
power in the world is identical with divine will. The book
also examines the vigorous counterbalance that has opposed
unjust wars or demanded racial and social justice.
Altogether, the health of a civil religion may be a prime
indication of the overall health of any society. The authors
state that when civil religious symbols are co-opted by
ultraconservatives, and the philosophy of liberalism seems
less adequate as a guide for public or private lives, a
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revival of public philosophy is urgently needed. Varieties
of Civil Religion supports such a revival by making the
religious aspect of our central tradition understandable in
a nonreactionary way. It also reaffirms that American civil
religion, with its deeper tradition of openness, tolerance,
and ethical commitment, can make an essential contribution
to a ""global order of civility and justice."""
Based on conversations with hundreds of Americans, this
volume reveals the self-understanding of Americans as a
people and as a nation
Spiritual, queer, and community identity in 21st-century
America.
Going Solo
The Courage to Create a Politics Worthy of the Human Spirit
New Religious Consciousness
Tom Paine and Revolutionary America
Key Ideas in Sociology
The Broken Covenant
This ambitious book probes our biological past to discover the kinds of lives
that human beings have imagined were worth living. Bellah’s theory goes deep
into cultural and genetic evolution to identify a range of capacities (communal
dancing, storytelling, theorizing) whose emergence made religious
development possible in the first millennium BCE.
Hope for American democracy in an era of deep divisions In Healing the Heart
of Democracy, Parker J. Palmerquickens our instinct to seek the common good
and gives us thetools to do it. This timely, courageous and
practicalwork—intensely personal as well as political—is notabout them, "those
people" in Washington D.C., or in ourstate capitals, on whom we blame our
political problems. It's aboutus, "We the People," and what we can do in
everyday settingslike families, neighborhoods, classrooms, congregations
andworkplaces to resist divide-and-conquer politics and restore agovernment
"of the people, by the people, for the people." In the same compelling, inspiring
prose that has made him abestselling author, Palmer explores five "habits of
the heart" thatcan help us restore democracy's foundations as we nurture them
inourselves and each other: An understanding that we are all in this together
An appreciation of the value of "otherness" An ability to hold tension in lifegiving ways A sense of personal voice and agency A capacity to create
community Healing the Heart of Democracy is an eloquent andempowering call
for "We the People" to reclaim ourdemocracy. The online journal Democracy &
Educationcalled it "one of the most important books of the early 21stCentury."
And Publishers Weekly, in a Starred Review, said"This beautifully written
book deserves a wide audience that willbenefit from discussing it."
Key Ideas in Sociology, Third Edition, is the only undergraduate text to link
today's issues to the ideas and individuals of the era of classical sociological
thought. Compact and affordable, this book provides an overview of how
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sociological theories have helped sociologists understand modern societies and
human relations. It also describes the continual evolution of these theories in
response to social change. Providing students with the opportunity to read
from primary texts, this valuable supplement presents theories as interpretive
tools, useful for understanding a multifaceted, ever-shifting social world.
Emphasis is given to the working world, to the roles and responsibilities of
citizenship, and to social relationships. A concluding chapter addresses
globalization and its challenges.
Employs Robert Bellah’s notion of civil religion to explore East Asia’s
Confucian revival. Can Confucianism be regarded as a civil religion for East
Asia? This book explores this question, bringing the insights of Robert Bellah
to a consideration of various expressions of the contemporary Confucian
revival. Bellah identified American civil religion as a religious dimension of life
that can be found throughout US culture, but one without any formal
institutional structure. Rather, this “civil” form of religion provides the ethical
principles that command reverence and by which a nation judges itself.
Extending Bellah’s work, contributors from both the social sciences and the
humanities conceive of East Asia’s Confucian revival as a “habit of the heart,”
an underlying belief system that guides a society, and examine how
Confucianism might function as a civil religion in China, Korea, and Japan.
They discuss what aspects of Confucian tradition and thought are being
embraced; some of the social movements, political factors, and opportunities
connected with the revival of the tradition; and why Confucianism has not
traveled much beyond East Asia. The late Robert Bellah’s reflection on the
possibility for a global civil religion concludes the volume.
Individualism and Commitment in American Life : with a New Preface
Moral Meaning in Conversion and Cultural Change
individualism and commitment American life
Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart
American Civil Religion in a Time of Trial
Habits of the heart

First published in 1985, Habits of the Heart continues to be one of the
most discussed interpretations of modern American society, a quest for
a democratic community that draws on our diverse civic and religious
traditions. In a new preface the authors relate the arguments of the
book both to the current realities of American society and to the
growing debate about the country's future. With this new edition one of
the most influential books of recent times takes on a new immediacy.
"Bellah is a sociologist with a grand vision of history, deeply concerned
with the twists and turns of religious values, weaving pre-modern
religious thinking into the debates of modernization and modernity. He
takes a reflective turn with Imagining Japan, evidencing his profound
concern with religious evolution."—Tetsuo Najita, University of Chicago
"One of the most original attempts to understand some of the
psychological and symbolic roots of the central problems in Japanese
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history. Bellah masterfully brings together intellectual and institutional
dimensions of Japan, making a very important contribution to Japanese
Studies."—S. N. Eisenstadt, Professor Emeritus at Hebrew University
and author of Japanese Civilization: A Comparative View
Represents an inquiry into American culture, character, and social
institutions and a survey of the American experience
A collection of essays by noted Catholic scholars on how Catholics
should participate in the political process.
Full of Character
Middle America Observed
The Anthem Companion to Robert N. Bellah
The First Hundred Years, Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736
Religion in Human Evolution
The Axial Age and Its Consequences
"The Anthem Companion to Robert N. Bellah" is the first
major collection of essays on the life and work of Robert N.
Bellah (1927–2013), one of the foremost sociologists of
religion of the twentieth century. Bellah’s work was central
to many fields: the sociology of Japanese religion; the
relationship between sociology and the humanities; the
relationship between American religion and politics; the
cultures of modern individualism; evolution and society.
Bellah’s seminal work on “civil religion” in the early 1970s
created a huge debate across the disciplines that continues
into the present times; his coauthored book "Habits of the
Heart" (1985) was a best seller and the object of sustained
discussion in the general public sphere; his last magnum
opus, Religion in Human Evolution, published at 84, was a
monument to an extraordinary scholarly and intellectual
career. The object of this collection of essays by top
American and European scholars from the social sciences and
humanities is to highlight the richness of Bellah’s work.
Each essay has a double character: it introduces a single
topic in an accessible and complete way and then presents a
reflection on the viability and import of Bellah’s ideas for
interpreting contemporary phenomena.
Judgment and Sensibility is the second volume of the
collected essays of E. Digby Baltzell, one of the keenest
observers and analysts of America's upper classes since
Thorstein Veblen. Spanning four decades of writing, these
essays cover a wide range of topics, including contemporary
politics, democratic elitism, Puritanism, Judaism, higher
education, urbanization, and the U.S. Supreme Court, among
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others.
America today is at a political impasse; we face a nation
divided and discontented. Acclaimed political commentator
E.J. Dionne argues that Americans can't agree on who we are
as a nation because we can't agree on who we've been, or
what it is, philosophically and spiritually, that makes us
"Americans." Dionne places our current quarrels in the longstanding tradition of struggle between two core values: the
love of individualism and our reverence for community. Both
make us who we are, and to ignore either one is to distort
our national character. He sees the current Tea Party as a
representation of hyper-individualism, and takes on their
agenda-serving distortions of history, from the Revolution
to the Civil War and the constitutional role of government.
Tea Partiers have reacted fiercely to President Obama, who
seeks to restore a communitarian balance - a cause in
American liberalism which Dionne traces through recent
decades. The ability of the American system to self-correct
may be one of its greatest assets, but we have been caught
in cycles of over-correcting. Dionne seeks, through an
understanding of our factious past, to rediscover the idea
of true progress, and the confidence that it can be
achieved.
Arguing against the cyber-revolution's mythology of progress
which substitutes technology for morality, Schultze argues
for giving equal attention to the 'habits of the heart'
(ethics).
Ethics After Babel
The Languages of Morals and Their Discontents
The Extraordinary Rise and Surprising Appeal of Living Alone
Living Virtuously in the Information Age
Religion, Polity, and Self
A New England Town
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