
Access Free Hamas In Politics
Democracy Religion Violence

Hamas In Politics
Democracy Religion
Violence
After civil wars end, what can
sustain peace in the long-term? In
particular, how can outsiders
facilitate durable conflict-managing
institutions through statebuilding - a
process that historically has been
the outcome of bloody struggles to
establish the state's authority over
warlords, traditional authorities, and
lawless territories? In this book,
Timothy Sisk explores international
efforts to help the world’s most
fragile post-civil war countries today
build viable states that can provide
for security and deliver the basic
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services essential for development.
Tracing the historical roots of
statebuilding to the present day, he
demonstrates how the United
Nations, leading powers, and well-
meaning donors have engaged in
statebuilding as a strategic
approach to peacebuilding after
war. Their efforts are informed by
three key objectives: to enhance
security by preventing war
recurrence and fostering community
and human security; to promote
development through state
provision of essential services such
as water, sanitation, and education;
to enhance human rights and
democracy, reflecting the liberal
international order that reaffirms the
principles of democracy and human
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rights, . Improving governance,
alongside the state's ability to
integrate social differences and
manage conflicts over resources,
identity, and national priorities, is
essential for long-term peace.
Whether the global statebuilding
enterprise can succeed in creating
a world of peaceful, well-governed,
development-focused states is
unclear. But the book concludes
with a road map toward a better
global regime to enable
peacebuilding and development-
oriented statebuilding into the 21st
century.
Arguing Islam after the Rebirth of
Arab Politics analyzes the politics of
religion in the Arab world after the
emergence of new public spheres
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over the past few decades. The
book examines those spheres as
they really are, not measuring them
against any ideal of democratic
deliberation, and show how they are
lively and increasingly participatory
but also polarizing, divisive, and far
from egalitarian. And while they
have grown in force, they are not
efficacious, leading to a widening
gap between regimes and the
societies they govern. Focusing on
arguments aired in new and old
media, neighborhood discussions,
and parliaments, Arguing Islam
After the Revival of Arab Politics
probes in special depth debates
over constitution, family law, and
education. It shows how these
various places where arguments
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take place are increasingly linked,
forming not a uniformed citizenry but
instead a badly divided one in which
a leader's words to followers are
overheard and then lampooned by
opponents and various groups
become aware of how deeply they
differ. Arguments are detached from
the authority of the person making
them. Without a strong political
process to forge agreement and
reward coalition building, the reborn
Arab politics is exciting and vital but
also noisy and rough.
What were the reasons behind the
terrorist attacks of September 11th?
Does the cause of Islamist terrorism
relate to the lack of democracy in
the Middle East? Through detailed
research into the activities of both
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radical and moderate organizations
across the Middle East, such as the
Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas and
Hizbullah, and via interviews with
key personnel, Katerina Dalacoura
investigates whether repression and
political exclusion pushed Islamist
entities to adopt terrorist tactics.
She also explores whether inclusion
in the political process has had the
opposite effect of encouraging
Islamist groups toward moderation
and ideological pragmatism. In a
challenge to the conventional
wisdom, she concludes that Islamist
terrorism is not a direct
consequence of authoritarianism in
the Middle East and that there are
many key factors that generate
radicalism.
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A study of the attempts by the US
and EU to develop meaningful
political relations with Islamist
movements in the Middle East and
Balkans. The contributors draw on
extensive research on Islamist
parties and movements and
Western policy towards them over
the past decade.
Between Religion and Politics
Hezbollah and Hamas
Europe, the USA and Political Islam
Hamas and Palestine
Islamism and Post-Islamist Politics
Hamas, Jihad and Popular
Legitimacy
The Dilemmas of Israel's
Peacemaking
In recent decades, Islamist political
movements in many Arab countries
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have strategically invested in a political
process that was stacked heavily
against them. And, to the surprise of
many, they have actually succeeded
by gaining more seats in parliaments
and demonstrating their position as the
only opposition movements with a
popular base. Between Religion and
Politics is a broad, cross-national
study of Islamist parties in Arab
parliamentary elections. The book
focuses on those movements that
have cast themselves, at least in part,
as electorally oriented political parties.
It probes the environment in which the
movements operate, the checkered
relationship between Islamists and
national rulers, the Islamists' political
platforms, and efforts to build alliances
with other opposition groups. By
examining the debates within the
Islamists movements, Between
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Religion and Politics is able to assess
the party leaders' evaluations of their
political experiences and their
prospects for future participation.
Contents include • The Egyptian
Muslim Brotherhood: Islamist
Participation in a Closing Political
Environment • Jordan and Its Islamic
Movement: The Limits of Inclusion? •
Party for Justice and Development in
Morocco: Participation and Its
Discontents • Pushing toward Party
Politics? Kuwait's Islamic
Constitutional Movement • Between
Government and Opposition: The
Case of the Yemeni Congregation for
Reform • Hamas: Battling to Blend
Religion, Politics, Resistance, and
Governance
Combining elements of comparative
politics with a country-by-country
analysis, author David S. Sorenson
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provides a complete and accessible
introduction to the modern Middle
East. With an emphasis on the politics
of the region, the text also dedicates
chapters specifically to the history,
religions, and economies of countries
in the Persian (Arabian) Gulf, the
Eastern Mediterranean, and North
Africa. In each country chapter, a brief
political history is followed by
discussions of democratization,
religious politics, women's issues, civil
society, economic development,
privatization, and foreign relations. In
this updated and revised second
edition, An Introduction to the Modern
Middle East includes new material on
the Arab Spring, the changes in
Turkish politics, the Iranian nuclear
issues, and the latest efforts to resolve
the Israeli-Palestinian dilemma.
Introductory chapters provide an
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important thematic overview for each
of the book's individual country
chapters and short vignettes
throughout the book offer readers a
chance for personal reflection.
With respect to the countries of the
world, this work addresses two basic
questions: "How does religion affect
politics in this country?" and "How
does politics affect religion in this
country?" • Covers major geographic
regions such as Africa and South
America and provides alphabetically
arranged entries on topics related to
religion and contemporary politics in
particular countries • Cites works for
further reading • Features essays
within each section that compare and
contrast the dynamics of religion and
politics among the countries within that
region • Contains sidebars that
highlight key points and present
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interesting information • Provides a
bibliography of the most important
broad works on contemporary religion
and politics in the modern world
Many residents of the Middle East -
and more recently, Western powers -
have placed great hope in
democratization in the region. Yet
authoritarianism remains the norm and
movement towards democracy is both
slow and uneven. The Struggle over
Democracy in the Middle East
examines democracy and
democratization in the light of regional
realities rather than the wishful
thinking of outsiders. Specialists from
the region analyze democratic
prospects in the region, while
accomplished scholars from the United
States and the United Kingdom
analyze Western policy, providing a
wide-ranging survey of the efforts of
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individual countries and the effect of
external influences. Addressing
themes including sectarianism, culture,
religion, security and the promotion of
democracy, the book examines the
experiences of activists, political
parties, religious groups and
governments and highlights the
difficulties involved in bringing
democracy to the Middle East.
Providing a multifaceted approach to
the issue of democratization, this book
will be a valuable reference for
courses on Middle Eastern politics,
political science and democracy.
Religion and Politics in the Muslim
World
People, Protests and Movements in
the Egyptian Revolution
Religious Violence Today: Faith and
Conflict in the Modern World [2
volumes]
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Political Islam and Human Security
Political Stability and Religion
Diverging Visions and Trajectories
HAMAS Between Violence and
Pragmatism
First Published in 2015. Routledge
is an imprint of Taylor &; Francis,
an informa company.
This title was first published in
2002: What is the relationship
between religion and politics? How
are they associated in the
developing world? When does the
interface between them result in
violence? This volume attempts to
answer these questions. In
particular, the objective is to
understand the circumstances that
lead to explosive interactions
between religion and politics in the
developing world. However, this
focus does not imply a perpetual
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tension between the religious and
political spheres. Rather, it
explores those historical moments
when the relationship does break
down and often ends in violent
conflicts. The contributors have
expertise in fields such as
anthropology, history and political
science.
Founded in 1981, Palestinian
Islamic Jihad (PIJ) is one of the
most important yet least
understood Palestinian armed
factions, both in terms of its
history and ideology. Yet no in-
depth translation of its ideological
corpus exists. This book is the
first to provide a comprehensive
account of the ideology of PIJ in
the movement's own words. Based
on the author's extensive
fieldwork and archival research in
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the occupied Palestinian territories
and Lebanon, the book comprises
the PIJ's written texts produced
since 1979, translated here into
English for the first time. In
addition to the primary texts, the
book includes expert commentary
from the author for each source to
help explain the context and the
broader significance of the
documents. The key contention of
the book is that although PIJ
employs Islamic signifiers and
symbolism, its ideology is
strikingly similar to the anti-
colonialism of the PLO in the
1960s, and in stark contrast to
Hamas. A comprehensive resource
on the PIJ, it covers: � PIJ beliefs
about the Palestinian problem �
what type of Islamism the PIJ
espouses � how the PIJ regards
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Shiites and Iran � how it can be
understood as an Islamist
organization � what it envisions
for Palestinian society in the
future This is the only sourcebook
available on the PIJ.
An overview of the history,
religion, political economy, and
politics of the Middle East, with
individual chapters devoted to each
of the countries in the Persian
(Arabian) Gulf, Eastern
Mediterranean, and North Africa.
A Comparative Study
Islamist Movements in Arab
Politics
Politics and Religion
Hamas in Politics
Strategies for Engagement
Regional Politics and External
Policies
Despots, Democrats, And The New
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Politics Of Islam

As religion and politics become
ever more intertwined,
relationships between religion
and political parties are of
increasing global political
significance. This handbook
responds to that development,
providing important results of
current research involving
religion and politics, focusing
on: democratisation,
democracy, party platform
formation, party moderation
and secularisation, social
constituency representation
and interest articulation.
Covering core issues, new
debates, and country case
studies, the handbook provides
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a comprehensive overview of
fundamentals and new
directions in the subject.
Adopting a comparative
approach, it examines the
relationships between religion
and political parties in a variety
of contexts, regions and
countries with a focus on
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism,
Judaism and Hinduism.
Contributions cover such topics
as: religion, secularisation and
modernisation; religious
fundamentalism and terrorism;
the role of religion in conflict
resolution and peacebuilding;
religion and its connection to
state, democratisation and
democracy; and regional case
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studies covering Asia, the
Americas, Europe, Sub-Saharan
Africa, the Middle East and
North Africa. This
comprehensive handbook
provides crucial information for
students, researchers and
professionals researching the
topics of politics, religion,
comparative politics,
secularism, religious
movements, political parties
and interest groups, and
religion and sociology.
The Middle East is a key
geopolitical strategic region in
the international system but its
distinctive cultural and political
divisions present a mosaic of
states that do not lend
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themselves to simplistic
interpretations. A thoughtful
analysis of the Middle East
requires an understanding of
the synergism between
tradition and modernity in the
region as it adapts to a
globalizing world. Religious
education and activism
continue to remain a significant
factor in the modernization
process and the development
of modern governance in the
states of the Middle East. This
interdisciplinary book explores
the historical and
contemporary role of religious
tradition and education on
political elites and governing
agencies in several major
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states as well as generally in
the region. The relationship
between democracy and
authority is examined to
provide a better understanding
of the complexity underlying
the emergence of new power
configurations. As the region
continues to respond to the
forces of change in the
international system it remains
an important and intriguing
area for analysts.
This book examines the
political development and
transformation of Hamas from
a resistance movement into a
political authority in the Gaza
Strip, as a result of the group’s
victory in the Palestinian
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national elections of 2006.
From a political science and
conflict transformation
perspective, it focuses on the
political opportunities,
challenges and process of
environmental and structural
change which led the
resistance movement to evolve
from an underground militant
group to a force in
conventional politics. This
study offers an analysis of
Hamas’ formation,
development, political and
strategic transformation, and
the organisational structure
shifts required by the
transition. Through the
adoption of a peace studies
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perspective, Hamas
Transformation: Opportunities
and Challenges also explores
the political changes made by
Hamas, including the structural
alterations that took place
within Palestinian society in the
Gaza Strip as a result of the
group’s transition into political
authority. This transition
occurred despite the military
takeover of the Gaza Strip by
Hamas in 2007, and the Israeli
military operations in 2009,
2012 and 2014. Additionally,
the book also examines the
new dimensions and phases of
Hamas’ political development
after its victories in the
elections, Palestinian division
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and the setbacks of the Arab
Spring. Offering a range of
views regarding the
experiences of Hamas in
governance, the book
concludes with an in-depth
illustration of Hamas’ mixed
strategy and tactics of
governance and resistance.
On 25 January 2011, tens of
thousands of Egyptians came
out on the streets to protest
against emergency rule and
police brutality. Eighteen days
later, Mubarak, one of the
longest sitting dictators in the
region, had gone. How are we
to make sense of these
events? Was this a revolution,
a revolutionary moment? How
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did the protests come about?
How were they able to
outmaneuver the police? Was
this really a 'leaderless
revolution,' as so many pundits
claimed, or were the
demonstrations an outgrowth
of the protest networks that
had developed over the past
decade? Why did so many
people with no history of
activism participate? What role
did economic and systemic
crises play in creating the
conditions for these protests to
occur? Was this really a
Facebook revolution? Why
Occupy a Square? is a dynamic
exploration of the shape and
timing of these extraordinary
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events, the players behind
them, and the tactics and
protest frames they developed.
Drawing on social movement
theory, it traces the interaction
between protest cycles, regime
responses and broader
structural changes over the
past decade. Using theories of
urban politics, space and
power, it reflects on the
exceptional state of non-
sovereign politics that
developed during the
occupation of Tahrir Square.
Democracy and Conflict
Resolution
The Struggle over Democracy
in the Middle East
Popular Protest in the New
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Middle East
Hamas and Civil Society in
Gaza
Islamist Writings on Resistance
and Religion
From Islamic Democracy to
Islamist Governance
History, Religion, Political
Economy, Politics
A revealing look at Islamic social
institutions in Gaza and the West
Bank Many in the United States
and Israel believe that Hamas is
nothing but a terrorist
organization, and that its social
sector serves merely to recruit
new supporters for its violent
agenda. Based on Sara Roy's
extensive fieldwork in the Gaza
Strip and West Bank during the
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critical period of the Oslo peace
process, Hamas and Civil
Society in Gaza shows how the
social service activities
sponsored by the Islamist group
emphasized not political violence
but rather community
development and civic
restoration. Roy demonstrates
how Islamic social institutions in
Gaza and the West Bank
advocated a moderate approach
to change that valued order and
stability, not disorder and
instability; were less
dogmatically Islamic than is
often assumed; and served
people who had a range of
political outlooks and no history
of acting collectively in support
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of radical Islam. These
institutions attempted to create
civic communities, not religious
congregations. They reflected a
deep commitment to stimulate a
social, cultural, and moral
renewal of the Muslim
community, one couched not
only—or even primarily—in
religious terms. Vividly
illustrating Hamas's
unrecognized potential for
moderation, accommodation,
and change, Hamas and Civil
Society in Gaza also traces
critical developments in Hamas's
social and political sectors
through the Second Intifada to
today, and offers an assessment
of the current, more adverse
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situation in the occupied
territories. The Oslo period held
great promise that has since
been squandered. This book
argues for more enlightened
policies by the United States and
Israel, ones that reflect Hamas's
proven record of nonviolent
community building.
Hamas and Palestine: The
Contested Road to Statehood
analyses the Palestinian Islamist
movement, Hamas, between 2005
and 2017. The book expounds
how Hamas has employed a dual
resistance strategy, consisting of
political and armed resistance,
as a mechanism to achieve,
maintain, and defend its
continued political viability.
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Hamas entered politics to
transform the role of the
Palestinian Authority from an
administrative institution into
one driving the Palestinian quest
for independence. To achieve
this the analysis explains how
Hamas implemented a process of
soft-Islamisation in Gaza. This
was intended to build the
institutional capacity of the
Authority based on the
bureaucratisation and
professionalisation of key
institutions, while selectively
increasing the role of Islam in
society. The book provides a
detailed explanation of key shifts
in Hamas’s political behaviour as
it adapts to the vagaries and
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vicissitudes of governing Gaza,
despite the imposition of Israel’s
political and economic siege.
Employing the Inclusion-
Moderation theoretical
framework, the book traces
Hamas’s transformation from a
non-state armed group into a
legitimate actor in Palestinian
politics. The book’s analysis also
highlights the key role that
Hamas’s national liberation
agenda has on shifting its
behaviour towards adopting
more moderate and inclusive
policy stances. Specifically, the
analysis demonstrates how
Hamas has made measurable
shifts in it political behaviour
towards accepting the primacy of
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the two-state solution, and its
dealings with Israel and the
Peace Process. The book
provides a comprehensive
assessment of Hamas’s time in
government and its capacity to
deal with the vicissitudes of
governing. It is a valuable
resource for students and
researchers interested in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and
Middle East Politics.
The dreadful events of 11
September have brought Islam to
the forefront of world politics.
This authoritative new book
provides the analysis for a far-
reaching introduction to Islamic
politics for those coming to the
subject for the first time. This
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account provides a deep insight
into dimensions of Muslim
political life; from democracy to
despots, women to world affairs
and history to heresy. Milton-
Edwards offers an account of
key contemporary concepts and
debates that focus on the
relationship between Islam and
topical issues including politics,
protest and opposition, violence,
the West, democracy, the state
and women. Giving an broad
global overview the author
includes a range of first-hand
interviews with major Islamic
figures and leaders of
movements. Milton-Edwards
charts the development of a
political trend in Islam
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throughout the twentieth century
and explores its myriad
dimensions. The author also
explores the prospects for
political Islam in the new
millennium. With further reading
suggestions, and a glossary,
Islam and Politics in the
Contemporary World is an
indispensable introduction to the
subject and will prove invaluable
as a textbook for students of
politics and religion.
"Far from being solely a terrorist
organization, Hamas is a
heterogeneous movement that
uses both violence and political
participation to achieve its main
objective, which is to stay in
power and preserve its identity.
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Two opinions about Hamas are
prevalent. According to the first
opinion, Hamas is a radical,
terrorist organization. The policy
implication of this opinion is
simple: Hamas cannot be
reformed and will continue to
use violence until it is
neutralized. According to the
second opinion, Hamas is a
social movement that does not
necessarily need to use violence.
This school of thought sees
Hamas as a movement that can
learn to refrain from violence.
The policy implication of this
opinion is that Hamas'
participation in politics will help
it transition into a nonviolent
organization. Both perspectives
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emphasize only a particular part
of Hamas, either its use of
violence or its political
development. But Hamas must
be analyzed and understood by
the complexity of its organization
and the interdependency of its
actions to internal and external
influences. Therefore, it is
important to pose the following
questions: (1) What are the
domestic, international, and
internal organizational factors
that shape Hamas' behavior and
lead to either pragmatic
nonviolent action or the use of
violence?; and (2) Is Hamas'
ideological movement driven by
absolute religious principles that
cannot be compromised, or is it
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a pragmatic organization capable
of justifying compromise even
on a seemingly immutable
doctrine? This thesis asserts a
middle position: Hamas' decision
to act depends on two factors, its
internal situation and the
political and situational
circumstances on the ground in
Palestine. The middle position
implies that the situation on the
ground can be influenced in a
way that gives Hamas little or no
incentive to use
violence."--abstract of author's
Master's thesis.
The Oxford Handbook of Islam
and Politics
Arab Resistance to Democratic
and Religious Reforms
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A comparative study
Fundamentalism in Perspective
The Many Faces of Political Islam
Religion, Education and
Governance in the Middle East
Palestinian Islamic Jihad
Do political leaders determine whether
a polity will receive a democratic future
or not? Research and advocates of
democracy agree on the significance
of political elites for democratization,
yet there is a need for a more specific
understanding of their role. This book
develops a theory of political
leadership at the point of nascent
statehood to explain the emergence of
resilient democracies. It employs four
diverse case studies to examine the
role of leadership and democratic
consolidation. In doing so, the book
identifies certain capacities of political
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leaders at the critical moment of
nascent statehood as decisive to the
future democratic quality of their state.
This book will be of interest to students
and scholars of international relations,
democratization studies, state building,
leadership, nationalism, Middle
Eastern studies and South Asian
studies.
'Her dissection of Hizbullah's
worldview is instructive. She treads
carefully.' --The Jerusalem Post
The World Trade Center bombing,
suicide attacks in Israel, the slaughter
of tourists in Egypt and innocents in
Algeria. One of the world's great
religions, Islam has become identified
today with senseless bloodshed, its
followers branded as irrational fanatics
with a penchant for violence. Ours is
the era of the "Islamic threat." But
another story remains to be told.
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Beyond the headlines, a
transformation is under way in both the
style and message of Islamic politics
at the end of the twentieth century: a
startling shift from militancy to
democracy with vast implications for
the West. Drawing on his years of
reporting in more than a dozen
countries of the Muslim world, Anthony
Shadid charts the striking way in which
the adolescence of yesterday's Islamic
militants is yielding to the maturity of
today's activists. Through interview
and travelogue, he chronicles a new
generation-in Lebanon, Egypt, Turkey
and elsewhere-that is finding a more
realistic and potentially more
successful future through democratic
politics. A crucial element of this
change, and of Legacy of the Prophet ,
is his exploration of the failure of
militant Islam in countries like Sudan
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and Iran, defeats that ironically may
help make way for an alternative,
democratic future. The transformation
promises a better future for a region
long ruled by soldiers and despots. For
the West, it offers a compelling
opportunity to find common ground
with the Muslim world. But to do so,
the book argues that we must make
the difficult choice of supporting the
emergence of democratic Islamic
movements, possibly even allowing to
come to power governments that, as it
stands, have no love for the West.
Legacy of the Prophet promises to
redefine the debate over the future of
political Islam.
While politicians and media pundits
debate the success of U.S. attempts to
instill a democratic government in Iraq,
author and social scientist Elie Elhadj,
Ph.D., explains why thoughts of a
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democratic Arab-Muslim nation are
nothing but fantasy."Arab people are
characterized by obedience to a
hierarchical authority, Syrian-born
Elhadj states. Western-style
democracy can never fill this cultural
mandate."Elhadj explains how Muslim
Arab political and religious leaders
raise the tenets of Islam in a shield
against democracy in order to protect
their power. Constant preaching by
Islam's religious leaders, instructing
Muslims to blindly obey their leaders,
has created an attitude of political
quietism in regard to the tyranny of
Arab rulers and ambivalence towards
democracy, Elhadj says in his
book.Using Syria and Saudi Arabia as
the archetypal Arab governments, The
Islamic Shield outlines the numerous
reasons why genuine democratic
reforms are not likely to emerge in
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Arab countries for a very long time.
Instead, Elhadj proposes that a
benevolent dictatorship may be a more
hopeful and realistic expectation,
especially since democratic elections
are likely to result in the election of a
theocratic dictator rather than a
secular democratic one. A benevolent
dictatorship would fulfill the goal of
reducing Arab rulers' cruelty, which
fans the flame of Islamic extremism
and Jihadism, he states.Jihadism and
its causes are examined in detail by
Elhadj. He makes the case that
Jihadist terrorism is fueled by the
oppression and frustration of the Arab
masses that results not only from
tyrannical Arab rule, but also from the
perception of biased American policies
in the Middle East. Combined with the
growing influence from extremist
factions within Islam, these
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oppressions form a vicious cycle of
violent confrontation, Elhadj
says."Islamist extremism alone does
not cause terrorism," Elhadj states:
"What Islamist extremism does is to
turn political frustrations into religious
crusades."The United States may
even have created a set-back for
themselves in the effort to democratize
the Middle East, Elhadj says. As the
United States deposed the Arab
World's most secular regime in Iraq, a
theocratic leadership aligned to
Tehran emerged with potentially far-
reaching regional political and religious
consequences.
Gaza Under Hamas
Arguing Islam After the Revival of Arab
Politics
Engaging the Islamist Social Sector
An Introduction to the Modern Middle
East, Student Economy Edition
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Religion and Violence
Islam and Politics in the Contemporary
World
The Routledge Handbook to Religion
and Political Parties
Through sections containing
overview essays and reference
entries related to particular
religions, this resource explores the
rise of religious violence, hate
crime, and persecution around the
world. Religious violence and
persecution have been growing
steadily both within the United
States and around the world.
Drawing on the expertise of a wide
range of scholars, this current and
comprehensive reference helps
readers understand the persecution
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of members of particular faiths as
well as violence committed by
members of those faiths. In doing so
it promotes a greater understanding
of the role of religion in global
politics, domestic and international
terrorism, and religious bigotry. The
book contains sections on particular
religious traditions from around the
world. Each section begins with an
overview essay surveying violence
related to that particular religion,
whether committed by or against
members of that faith. Reference
entries in each section then provide
objective, fundamental information
about particular topics related to
violence and the religion discussed.
The entries provide cross-references
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and suggestions for further reading,
and the work closes with a
bibliography of resources for further
study. Sections are devoted to
particular religions from around the
world. Overview essays in each
section survey religious violence
associated with that particular faith.
Reference entries in each section
provide current fundamental
information about specific topics
related to religious violence within a
faith tradition. Excerpts from
primary source documents give
readers first-hand accounts of
religious violence for critical
analysis. Cross-references and
suggestions for further reading
direct users to related topics and
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additional resources.
Analysts and pundits from across
the American political spectrum
describe Islamic fundamentalism as
one of the greatest threats to
modern, Western-style democracy.
Yet very few non-Muslims would be
able to venture an accurate
definition of political Islam. Fully
revised and updated, The Many
Faces of Political Islam thoroughly
analyzes the many facets of this
political ideology and shows its
impact on global relations.
In the wake of the September 11 and
subsequent terrorist attacks, the
academic and media commentaries
on Islam the religion and Islam the
basis for political ideology haves
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received an unprecedented high
level of exposure and attention. The
acts of political violence by
extremist groups and the
omnipresent war on terror have
added fresh uncertainties to an
already complex global order. Just
as terrorism and counter-terrorism
are locked in a mutually re-
enforcing symbiosis, the sense of
insecurity felt by Muslims and non-
Muslims alike is mutually dependent
and has the potential to escalate.
This general assessment holds true
for Muslims living in the Muslim
world and beyond. The pervasive
sense of being under attack
physically and culturally by the
United States and its allies has
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contributed to a growing unease
among Muslims and re-enforced
deep-seated mistrust of the ‘West’.
Public articulation of such
misgivings has in turn, lent credence
to Western observers who posit an
inherent antipathy between the West
and the Muslim world. The
subsequent policies that have
emerged in this context of fear and
mutual distrust have contributed to
the vicious cycle of insecurity. The
present volume is anchored in the
current debates on the uneasy and
potentially mutually destructive
relationship between the Muslim
world and certain West countries. It
brings together leading
international scholars in this
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interdisciplinary field to deal with
such inter-related questions as the
nature of Islamism, the impact of the
‘war on terror’ on the spread of
militancy, the growing sense of
being under siege by Muslim
Diasporas and the many unintended
ramifications of a security-minded
world order. This volume
deliberately focuses on these issues
both at a broad theoretical level but
more importantly in the form of a
number of prominent case studies
including Indonesia, Algeria and
Turkey
Hamas is designated a terrorist
organization by Israel, the EU, the
USA and the UN. It has made itself
notorious for its violent radicalism
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and uncompromising rejection of the
Jewish state. So after its victory in
the 2006 elections the world was
watching. How would Hamas
govern? Could an Islamist group
without any experience of power -
and with an unwavering ideology -
manage to deal with day-to-day
realities on the ground? Bjorn
Brenner investigates what happened
after the elections and puts the
spotlight on the people over whom
Hamas rules, rather than on its
ideas. Lodging with Palestinian
families and experiencing their daily
encounters with Hamas, he offers an
intimate perspective of the group as
seen through local eyes. The book is
based on hard-to-secure interviews
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with a wide range of key political
and security figures in the Hamas
administration, as well as with
military commanders and members
of the feared Qassam Brigades.
Brenner has also sought out those
that Hamas identifies as local
trouble makers: the extreme Salafi-
Jihadis and members of the now
more quiescent mainstream Fatah
party led by Mahmoud Abbas. The
book provides a new interpretation
of one of the most powerful forces in
the Israel-Palestine arena, arguing
that the Gazan Islamists carry a
potential to be much more flexible
and pragmatic than anticipated - if
they would think they stand to gain
from it. Gaza under Hamas
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investigates the key challenges to
Hamas's authority and reveals why
and in what ways ideology comes
second to power consolidation.
Why Occupy a Square?
Hamas and the Media
When Victory Is Not an Option
The Contested Road to Statehood
Islamist Terrorism and Democracy
in the Middle East
Hizbu'llah
Hamas Transformation
A key player in the politics of the
Middle East, Hamas is renowned for
its contradictory positions. The
group uses terror tactics against
Israel's civilians and military, yet
runs on a law and order ticket in
Palestinian elections; it pursues an
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Islamic state, yet holds internal
elections; it campaigns for shari'ah
law, yet its leaders are predominantly
secular professionals; and it calls for
the destruction of Israel, yet has
reluctantly agreed to honor
previously established peace
agreements. In Hamas in Politics,
Jeroen Gunning launches a probing
study of the movement's success in
the political arena, showing that
religion, violence, and democracy
are not necessarily incompatible.
Many of Hamas's apparent
contradictions flow from the
relationship between the
organization's ideology, local
constituency, and the nature of
politics in Israel and Palestine.
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Gunning conducts interviews with
members of Hamas as well as the
group's critics and draws on a decade
of close observation of the
organization. He illuminates Hamas's
understanding of its ideology and
explores the tension between its dual
commitment to God and the people.
Examining the group's political
practice and what it says about the
group's attitude towards democracy,
religion, and violence, Gunning
provides a unique window into
Hamas's internal structure, revealing
its process of choosing leaders and
determining policy.
Studies of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict typically focus on how
international conditions drive the
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likelihood of conflict resolution. By
contrast, Democracy and Conflict
Resolution considers the
understudied impact of domestic
factors. Using the contested theory
of "democratic peace" as a
foundational framework, the
contributors explore the effects of
various internal influences on Israeli
government practices related to
peace-making: electoral systems,
political parties, identity, leadership,
and social movements. Most
strikingly, Democracy and Conflict
Resolution explores the possibility
that features of democracy inhibit
resolution of conflict, a possibility
that resonates far outside the
contested region. In reflecting on
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how domestic political
configurations matter in a practical
sense, this book offers policy-
relevant and timely suggestions for
advancing Israel’s capacity to pursue
effective peacemaking policies.
Over the past three decades,
scholars, government analysts and
terrorism experts have examined the
relationship between Islam and
politics. But specialists have tended
to limit their analysis to a specific
country or focus. Few works have
provided a geographically
comprehensive, in-depth analysis.
Since 9/11, another wave of
literature on political Islam and
global terrorism has appeared, much
of it superficial and sensationalist.
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This situation underscores the need
for a comprehensive, analytical, and
in-depth examination of Islam and
politics in the post-9/11 era and in an
increasingly globalizing world. The
Oxford Handbook of Islam and
Politics, with contributions from
prominent scholars and specialists,
provides a comprehensive analysis
of what we know and where we are
in the study of political Islam. It
enables scholars, students, and
policymakers to understand the
interaction of Islam and politics and
the multiple and diverse roles of
Islamic movements, as well as issues
of authoritarianism and
democratization, religious extremism
and terrorism regionally and
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globally.
Analysts and pundits from across the
American political spectrum
describe Islamic fundamentalism as
one of the greatest threats to
modern, Western-style democracy.
Yet very few non-Muslims would be
able to venture an accurate definition
of political Islam. Mohammed
Ayoob's The Many Faces of Political
Islam thoroughly describes the
myriad manifestations of this rising
ideology and analyzes its impact on
global relations. "In this beautifully
crafted and utterly compelling book,
Mohammed Ayoob accomplishes
admirably the difficult task of
offering a readily accessible yet
nuanced and comprehensive analysis
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of an issue of enormous political
importance. Both students and
specialists will learn a great deal
from this absolutely first-rate book."
---Peter J. Katzenstein, Walter S.
Carpenter, Jr. Professor of
International Studies and Stephen H.
Weiss Presidential Teaching Fellow,
Cornell University "Dr. Ayoob
addresses the nuances and
complexities of political Islam---be
it mainstream, radical, or
militant---and offers a road map of
the pivotal players and issues that
define the movement. There is no
one as qualified as Mohammed
Ayoob to write a synthesis of various
manifestations of political Islam. His
complex narrative highlights the
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changes and shifts that have taken
place within the Islamist universe
and their implications for internal
Muslim politics and relations
between the world of Islam and the
Christian world." ---Fawaz A.
Gerges, Carnegie Scholar, and holds
the Christian A. Johnson Chair in
International Affairs and Middle
Eastern Studies, Sarah Lawrence
College "Let's hope that many
readers---not only academics but
policymakers as well---will use this
invaluable book." ---François Burgat,
Director, French National Centre for
Scientific Research (CNRS) and the
Institute for Research and Study on
the Arab and Muslim World
(IREMAM), Aix-en-Provence,

Page 64/83



Access Free Hamas In Politics
Democracy Religion Violence

France "This is a wonderful, concise
book by an accomplished and
sophisticated political scientist who
nonetheless manages to convey his
interpretation of complex issues and
movements to even those who have
little background on the subject. It is
impressive in its clarity, providing a
badly needed text on political Islam
that's accessible to college students
and the general public alike."
---Shibley Telhami, Anwar Sadat
Professor for Peace and
Development, University of
Maryland, and Senior Fellow,
Brookings Institution Mohammed
Ayoob is University Distinguished
Professor of International Relations
with a joint appointment in James
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Madison College and the
Department of Political Science at
Michigan State University. He is also
Coordinator of the Muslim Studies
Program at Michigan State
University.
Between Tradition and Modernity
An Encyclopedia of Faith and
Conflict from Antiquity to the
Present
Statebuilding
Democracy, Religion, Violence
Explosive Interactions
An Introduction to the Modern
Middle East
Religion and Politics in the
Developing World: Explosive
Interactions
This book investigates the
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many faces of Hamas and
examines its ongoing
evolution as a resistance
organisation in the
context of the
Israel/Palestine conflict.
Specifically, the work
interrogates Hamas’
interpretation,
reinterpretation and
application of the twin
concepts of muqawama
(resistance) and jihad
(striving in the name of
God). The text frames the
movement’s capacity to
accrue popular legitimacy
through its evolving
resistance discourses,
centred on the notion of
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jihad, and the practical
applications thereof.
Moving beyond the dominant
security-orientated
approaches to Hamas, the
book investigates the
malleable nature of both
resistance and jihad
including their social,
symbolic, political and
ideational applications.
The diverse
interpretations of these
concepts allow Hamas to
function as a
comprehensive social
movement. Where possible,
this volume attempts to
privilege first-order or
experiential knowledge
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emanating from the
movement itself, its
political representatives,
and the Palestinian
population in general.
Many of these accounts
were collected by the
author during fieldwork in
the Middle East. Not only
does this work present new
primary data, but it also
investigates a variety of
contemporary empirical
events related to
Palestine and the Middle
East. This book offers an
alternative way of viewing
the movement’s popular
legitimacy grounded in
theoretical, empirical and
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ethnographic terms. This
book will be of much
interest to students of
Hamas, political violence,
critical terrorism
studies, Middle Eastern
politics, security studies
and IR in general.
The Islamic resistance
movement ‘Hamas’ is,
arguably, one of the most
important Palestinian
organizations in recent
decades. Since Hamas'
establishment, it has
extensively utilized media
as a means of mobilization
for its political and
ideological agendas, and
its tactics have undergone

Page 70/83



Access Free Hamas In Politics
Democracy Religion Violence

a remarkable evolution,
from graffiti art to
satellite broadcasting.
This book presents the
first systematic and
historical
contextualization of the
development of Hamas'
media strategy. It
determines three key
phases in Hamas’
development and explores
the complex and important
relationship at work
between its politics and
use of media. Assessing
four elements of the Hamas
media strategy; the media
message (discourse), the
media objectives, the
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infrastructure, and the
target audience, this book
tracks how Hamas grew its
media infrastructure, and
looks at how the idea of
resistance has permeated
the media discourse.
Determining both tactical
and strategic objectives
and detailing the various
layers to the target
audience, it offers the
first in-depth academic
study of the Hamas media
strategy. This book’s
exploration of the key
role the media plays in
the Palestinian issue
makes it a timely and
relevant contribution to
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the study of the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict and a
valuable resource for
students, scholars and
policymakers working in
Middle Eastern studies.
This book offers a nuanced
and muti-layered approach
towards comprehending the
possibilities of
democratization or
likelihood of
authoritarian resilience
in the Muslim world. The
volume highlights the
complex diversity within
Islamist movements and
parties— characterised by
internal tensions,
struggles and
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contestations. The very
existence of this
diversity within and among
Islamist movements, and
their general willingness
to partake in mainstream
politics, signals an
important transformation
in the Muslim world over
recent decades. It
demonstrates that the
Muslim world has
gravitated from the
simplistic focus on the
compatibility or
incompatibility of Islam
and democracy. Islamist
movements and parties
embody the multiple
manifestations and
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trajectories within
political Islam. The
granular case-studies and
theological analyses in
this volume draw attention
to the policy refinements,
socio-political reforms
and ideological
transformations engendered
by Muslim intellectuals
and Islamist movements and
ideologues. The diverse
political landscape in the
Muslim world is
inextricably linked to the
socio-political and
theological shifts within
Islamism—in particular,
the yearning for greater
social, economic and
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political justice, a
yearning that lies at the
core of an inclusive
wasatiyyah Islam.
Throughout the Arab world,
Islamist political
movements are joining the
electoral process. This
change alarms some
observers and excites
other. In recent years,
electoral opportunities
have opened, and Islamist
movements have seized
them. But those
opportunities, while real,
have also been sharply
circumscribed. Elections
may be freer, but they are
not fair. The opposition
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can run but it generally
cannot win.
Semiauthoritarian
conditions prevail in much
of the Arab world, even in
the wake of the Arab
Spring. How do Islamist
movements change when they
plunge into freer but
unfair elections? How do
their organizations (such
as the Muslim Brotherhood)
and structures evolve?
What happens to their core
ideological principles?
And how might their
increased involvement
affect the political
system? In When Victory Is
Not an Option, Nathan J.

Page 77/83



Access Free Hamas In Politics
Democracy Religion Violence

Brown addresses these
questions by focusing on
Islamist movements in
Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, and
Palestine. He shows that
uncertain benefits lead to
uncertain changes.
Islamists do adapt their
organizations and their
ideologies do bend—some.
But leaders almost always
preserve a line of retreat
in case the political
opening fizzles or fails
to deliver what they wish.
The result is a cat-and-
mouse game between
dominant regimes and wily
movements. There are
possibilities for more
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significant changes, but
to date they remain only
possibilities.
Opportunities and
Challenges
Religion and Contemporary
Politics: A Global
Encyclopedia [2 volumes]
The Many Faces of
Political Islam, Second
Edition
Religion and Politics in
Muslim Societies
Political Leadership,
Nascent Statehood and
Democracy
Politics and strategy
The Islamic Shield
Hezbollah and Hamas are
players in Middle Eastern
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politics and have a growing
involvement in global events.
Despite their different
beginnings, they share a
common denominator in
Israel. This title offers an
analysis of their histories and
political missions that moves
beyond reductionist
portrayals of the
organizations' military
operations.
In the wake of the protests
that spread throughout the
Middle East and North Africa
in late 2010 and early 2011,
Islamist movements of
varying political persuasions
have risen to prominence.
This is especially the case in
post-Mubarak Egypt and post-
Ben Ali Tunisia. Popular
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Protest in the New Middle
East examines Islamist
approaches to political
participation and integration
in the Arab world and asks
whether regional trends can
be discerned with respect to
either the strategy of
disparate movements or the
challenges they confront in
the various states in which
they operate. It offers
analysis of the ideologies and
actions of these movements,
ranging from countries where
Islamism is in control of the
state as an Islamic theocracy
(Iran), the ruling party (for
example, Turkey), part of the
ruling coalition (Lebanon), or
a parliamentary minority
(such as in Jordan or Yemen).
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The question of political
participation, and by
implication integration into
existing political systems, has
been a significant issue for
Islamist movements. Some,
opting for the role of a
revolutionary vanguard, have
rejected the concept of
participation outright. Others,
particularly those that have
developed a broad popular
base and operate in states
where local or national
elections are conducted, have
invested heavily in
participation, either as a
method of achieving political
power, or as a means of
influencing public policy. This
book offers a systematic
examination of a variety of
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examples of the actions of
Islamist movements, from
those that employ more
militant tactics to those that
have a more quietist
approach. Are Knudsen and
Basem Ezbidi bring together
an examination of the effects
that various experiences of
participation and integration
have had on the individual
movements concerned and
the broader Islamist trend
throughout the Middle East,
making this book vital for
researchers of the impact of
religion on politics (and,
indeed vice versa).
Reinterpreting Resistance in
Palestine
Legacy Of The Prophet
The Politics of Islamism
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