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"Levenson provides a masterful reading of Jewish, Christian, and
Islamic thinking that yielded three different portraits of
Abraham. He sets the record straight about the biblical
patriarch."---Sidney H. Griffith, author of The Church in the
Shadow of the Mosque: Christians and Muslims in the World of
Islam --Book Jacket.
Mary, bridge or barrier? -- Scriptural prelude -- Early Eastern
Christian views -- Muslims on Mary: prophet or idol? -- Medieval
praise of the Muslim maryam -- Our Lady of Victory -- Mary, tool
for mission -- Meryem ana Evi, popular devotion, and Vatican II
-- Model of dialogue? Contemporary challenges -- Sayyidatuna
In this book, Ruth Wisse evokes and applauds the genius of
spontaneous Jewish joking--as well as the brilliance of comic
masterworks by writers like Heinrich Heine, Sholem Aleichem,
Isaac Babel, S. Y. Agnon, Isaac Bashevis Singer, and Philip
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Roth. A.
For centuries, translations of the Bible have obscured our
understanding and appreciation of the original text. Now And God
Said provides readers with an authoritative account of
significant mistranslations and shows how new translation
methods can give readers their first glimpse into what the Bible
really means. And God Said uncovers the often inaccurate or
misleading English translations of the Hebrew Bible and the New
Testament that quotes from it. Sometimes the familiar English is
just misleading. Other times the mistakes are more substantial.
But the errors are widespread. This book tackles such issues as
what's wrong with the Ten Commandments (starting with the word
"commandments"), the correct description of the "virgin" birth,
and the surprisingly modern message in the Song of Solomon, as
well as many other unexpected but thought-provoking revelations.
Acclaimed translator Dr. Joel M. Hoffman sheds light on the
original intention of the text and the newly developed means
that readers can use to get closer to it. In And God Said his
fresh approach has united the topics of religion, language, and
linguistics to offer the first modern understanding since the
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Bible was written.
The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture
Creation and the Persistence of Evil
Israel and the World
The Church in the Shadow of the Mosque
Essays
The Jewish Drama of Divine Omnipotence
"On January 20, 2021, Amanda Gorman became the sixth and youngest poet, at
age twenty-two, to deliver a poetry reading at a presidential inauguration. Her
inaugural poem, 'The Hill We Climb,' is now available to cherish in this special
edition"
In this timely, provocative, and uplifting journey, the bestselling author of
Walking the Bible searches for the man at the heart of the world’s three
monotheistic religions—and today’s deadliest conflicts. At a moment when the
world is asking “can the religions get along?” one figure stands out as the
shared ancestor of Jews, Muslims, and Christians. One man holds the key to our
deepest fears—and our possible reconciliation. Abraham is that man. Bruce Feiler
set out on a personal quest to better understand our common patriarch.
Traveling in war zones, climbing through caves and ancient shrines, and sitting
down with the world’s leading religious minds, Feiler uncovers fascinating, little
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known details of the man who defines faith for half the world. Both immediate
and timeless, Abraham is a powerful, universal story, the first-ever interfaith
portrait of the man God chose to be his partner. Thoughtful and inspiring, it
offers a rare vision of hope that will redefine what we think about our neighbors,
our future, and ourselves.
Inheriting AbrahamThe Legacy of the Patriarch in Judaism, Christianity, and
IslamPrinceton University Press
This paperback edition brings to a wide audience one of the most innovative and
meaningful models of God for this post-Auschwitz era. In a thought-provoking
return to the original Hebrew conception of God, which questions accepted
conceptions of divine omnipotence, Jon Levenson defines God's authorship of
the world as a consequence of his victory in his struggle with evil. He traces a
flexible conception of God to the earliest Hebrew sources, arguing, for example,
that Genesis 1 does not describe the banishment of evil but the attempt to
contain the menace of evil in the world, a struggle that continues today.
On the Uses and Abuses of History
Jacob & Esau
A New Science
The Transformation of Child Sacrifice in Judaism and Christianity
The Oxford Handbook of the Abrahamic Religions
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The First Generation of Americans

A treasury of religious thought and faith--places the symbolic
world of the Bible in its original context.
Tudor explains how many African peoples came to think of
themselves as descendants of the ancient tribes of Israel.
Pursuing medieval and modern race narratives over a
millennium in which Jews were cast as black and black Africans
were cast as Jews, he reveals a complex interaction between
religious and racial labels and their political uses.
Though considered one of the most important informants
about Judaism in the first century CE, the Jewish historian
Flavius Josephus's testimony is often overlooked or
downplayed. Jonathan Klawans's Josephus and the Theologies
of Ancient Judaism reexamines Josephus's descriptions of
sectarian disagreements concerning determinism and free will,
the afterlife, and scriptural authority. In each case, Josephus's
testimony is analyzed in light of his works' general concerns as
well as relevant biblical, rabbinic, and Dead Sea texts. Many
scholars today argue that ancient Jewish sectarian disputes
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revolved primarily or even exclusively around matters of ritual
law, such as calendar, cultic practices, or priestly succession.
Josephus, however, indicates that the Pharisees, Sadducees,
and Essenes disagreed about matters of theology, such as
afterlife and determinism. Similarly, many scholars today
argue that ancient Judaism was thrust into a theological crisis
in the wake of the destruction of the second temple in 70 CE,
yet Josephus's works indicate that Jews were readily able to
make sense of the catastrophe in light of biblical precedents
and contemporary beliefs. Without denying the importance of
Jewish law-and recognizing Josephus's embellishments and
exaggerations-Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism
calls for a renewed focus on Josephus's testimony, and models
an approach to ancient Judaism that gives theological
questions a deserved place alongside matters of legal concern.
Ancient Jewish theology was indeed significant, diverse, and
sufficiently robust to respond to the crisis of its day.
What is sin? Is it simply wrongdoing? Why do its effects linger
over time? In this sensitive, imaginative, and original work,
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Gary Anderson shows how changing conceptions of sin and
forgiveness lay at the very heart of the biblical tradition.
Spanning nearly two thousand years, the book brilliantly
demonstrates how sin, once conceived of as a physical burden,
becomes, over time, eclipsed by economic metaphors.
Transformed from a weight that an individual carried, sin
becomes a debt that must be repaid in order to be redeemed in
God's eyes. Anderson shows how this ancient Jewish revolution
in thought shaped the way the Christian church understood the
death and resurrection of Jesus and eventually led to the
development of various penitential disciplines, deeds of
charity, and even papal indulgences. In so doing it reveals how
these changing notions of sin provided a spur for the
Protestant Reformation. Broad in scope while still
exceptionally attentive to detail, this ambitious and profound
book unveils one of the most seismic shifts that occurred in
religious belief and practice, deepening our understanding of
one of the most fundamental aspects of human experience.
The Gods Are Broken!
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The Prophetic Faith (Classic Reprint)
Jews in American Politics
Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and Mutual Faithfulness in
Judaism
A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths
The Discovery of Religion in the Age of Reason
This book takes a tour of the world's most influential religions in tow parts. The first part
discusses the essentials of these faiths. The second part of the book surveys Christian
responses to other religions - from the point of view of biblical authors and historically in
the church. The appendix includes some helpful primary and secondary books relating
to this theme for those who would like to read more.
Jacob and Esau is a profound new account of two millennia of Jewish European history
that, for the first time, integrates the cosmopolitan narrative of the Jewish diaspora with
that of traditional Jews and Jewish culture. Malachi Haim Hacohen uses the biblical
story of the rival twins, Jacob and Esau, and its subsequent retelling by Christians and
Jews throughout the ages as a lens through which to illuminate changing JewishChristian relations and the opening and closing of opportunities for Jewish life in Europe.
Jacob and Esau tells a new history of a people accustomed for over two-and-a-half
millennia to forming relationships, real and imagined, with successive empires but
eagerly adapting, in modernity, to the nation-state, and experimenting with both
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assimilation and Jewish nationalism. In rewriting this history via Jacob and Esau, the
book charts two divergent but intersecting Jewish histories that together represent the
plurality of Jewish European cultures.
A compelling interpretation of a foundational concept of Jewish religious life The love of
God is arguably the most essential element in Judaism—but also one of the most
confounding. In biblical and rabbinic literature, the obligation to love God appears as a
formal commandment. Yet most people today think of love as a feeling and wonder how
an emotion can be commanded. Jon Levenson traces the origins of the concept to the
ancient institution of covenant, showing how covenantal love is a matter neither of
sentiment nor of dry legalism. In origin, the love of God is, instead, thoroughly relational
in nature, inseparable from the deeply personal two-way relationship that finds
expression in God's mysterious love for the people of Israel, who in turn observe God's
laws out of profound gratitude for his acts of deliverance and continuing faithfulness to
him in the face of temptations to abandon the relationship.
Analysis of art, literature and aesthetics
Sin
The Death and Resurrection of the Beloved Son
Black Jews in Africa and the Americas
Sinai and Zion
The Children of Abraham
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No Joke
"The near sacrifice and miraculous restoration of a beloved son is a central but
largely overlooked theme in both Judaism and Christianity. This book explores how
this notion of child sacrifice constitutes an overlooked bond between the two
religions."-Relations between Jews and non-Jews in the Hellenistic-Roman period were marked
by suspicion and hate, maintain most studies of that topic. But if such conjectures
are true, asks Louis Feldman, how did Jews succeed in winning so many adherents,
whether full-fledged proselytes or "sympathizers" who adopted one or more Jewish
practices? Systematically evaluating attitudes toward Jews from the time of
Alexander the Great to the fifth century A.D., Feldman finds that Judaism elicited
strongly positive and not merely unfavorable responses from the non-Jewish
population. Jews were a vigorous presence in the ancient world, and Judaism was
strengthened substantially by the development of the Talmud. Although Jews in the
Diaspora were deeply Hellenized, those who remained in Israel were able to resist
the cultural inroads of Hellenism and even to initiate intellectual counterattacks.
Feldman draws on a wide variety of material, from Philo, Josephus, and other GraecoJewish writers through the Apocrypha, the Pseudepigrapha, the Church Councils,
Church Fathers, and imperial decrees to Talmudic and Midrashic writings and
inscriptions and papyri. What emerges is a rich description of a long era to which
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conceptions of Jewish history as uninterrupted weakness and suffering do not apply.
F.E. Peters, a scholar without peer in the comparative study of Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, revisits his pioneering work. Peters has rethought and thoroughly
rewritten his classic The Children of Abraham for a new generation of readers-at a
time when the understanding of these three religious traditions has taken on a new
and critical urgency. He began writing about all three faiths in the 1970s, long before
it was fashionable to treat Islam in the context of Judaism and Christianity, or to align
all three for a family portrait. In this updated edition, he lays out the similarities and
differences of the three religious siblings with great clarity and succinctness and with
that same remarkable objectivity that is the hallmark of all the author's work. Peters
traces the three faiths from the sixth century B.C., when the Jews returned to
Palestine from exile in Babylonia, to the time in the Middle Ages when they
approached their present form. He points out that all three faith groups, whom the
Muslims themselves refer to as "People of the Book," share much common ground.
Most notably, each embraces the practice of worshipping a God who intervenes in
history on behalf of His people. The book's text is direct and accessible with thorough
and nuanced discussions of each of the three religions. Footnotes provide the reader
with expert guidance into the highly complex issues that lie between every line of
this stunning edition of The Children of Abraham. Complete with a new preface by
the author, this Princeton Classics edition presents this landmark study to a new
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generation of readers.
Details the experiences of the first generation of Americans who inherited the
independent country, discussing the lives, businesses, and religious freedoms that
transformed the country in its early years.
The Story of Hebrew
The Love of God
How Translations Conceal the Bible's Original Meaning
And God Said
An Inaugural Poem for the Country

The Story of Hebrew explores the extraordinary hold that Hebrew has had on Jews and
Christians, who have invested it with a symbolic power far beyond that of any other
language in history. Preserved by the Jews across two millennia, Hebrew endured long
after it ceased to be a mother tongue, resulting in one of the most intense textual cultures
ever known. Hebrew was a bridge to Greek and Arab science, and it unlocked the biblical
sources for Jerome and the Reformation. Kabbalists and humanists sought philosophical
truth in it, and Colonial Americans used it to shape their own Israelite political identity.
Today, it is the first language of millions of Israelis. A major work of scholarship, The
Story of Hebrew is an unforgettable account of what one language has meant and
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continues to mean.
"Jews, Christians, and Muslims supposedly share a common religious heritage in the
patriarch Abraham, and the idea that he should serve only as a source of unity among the
three traditions has become widespread in both scholarly and popular circles. Inheriting
Abraham boldly challenges this view, demonstrating Abraham's distinctive role in each
tradition, while delineating the points of connection as well.
A pioneer in the area of pluralism and interfaith relations, Rabbi Irving Greenberg has
spent a lifetime working to overcome the history of hostility between Judaism and
Christianity. This book is studded with provocative ideas, which challenge believers on
both sides to grow in good faith. In sum, this book is a call for Christians and Jews to
work closely together in their evolving partnership with God. Rabbi Greenberg takes us
along on a personal journey, initially stimulated by his research on Holocaust testimony,
that led to his rethinking of Christianity, and that ultimately gave rise to his belief that
Christianity, Judaism, and indeed every religion that works to repair the world and
advance the triumph of life, are valid expressions of the universal bond (brit) between
God and humankind. In the second part of his book, Greenberg brings together, for the
first time, seven of his most important essays on the new encounters between Judaism and
Christianity in our generation. It concludes with a study guide and powerful responsive
essays by leading Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish commentators, James Carroll,
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Michael Novak, Mary C. Boys, Krister Stendhal, and David Novak. - Back cover.
"In fin de siècle Kraków and shortly thereafter, hundreds of young orthodox Jewish
women fled their homes and found refuge in the Felician Sisters convent, where many of
them converted to Catholicism. The book recounts this forgotten, perhaps suppressed,
episode in Eastern European Jewish history, by reconstructing the stories of three of
these women. It argues that the crisis in traditional Jewish society was precipitated by the
practice of sending Jewish girls to Polish public and private schools, in accordance with
Habsburg law, while not providing them with any Jewish education. When it came time
for them to marry, they rebelled against their orthodox parents and escaped to the
convent. The book is the first study of Jewish women in Habsburg Galicia, many of them
from Hasidic families. It draws on a wealth of sources: court files, police files,
government correspondence, press reports, and contemporary literature, to give voice to
these young women"-Jewish Concepts of God in Antiquity
Christians, Muslims, and Mary
Essays in a Time of Crisis
The Field of Cultural Production
A History
The Legacy of the Patriarch in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
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The Oxford Handbook of the Abrahamic Religions includes authoritative yet
accessible studies on a wide variety of topics dealing comparatively with
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, as well as with the interactions between the
adherents of these religions throughout history. The comparative study of the
Abrahamic Religions has been undertaken for many centuries. More often than
not, these studies reflected a polemical rather than an ecumenical approach to
the topic. Since the nineteenth century, the comparative study of the Abrahamic
Religions has not been pursued either intensively or systematically, and it is only
recently that the comparative study of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam has
received more serious attention. This volume contributes to the emergence and
development of the comparative study of the Abrahamic religions, a discipline
which is now in its formative stages. This Handbook includes both critical and
supportive perspectives on the very concept of the Abrahamic religions and
discussions on the role of the figure of Abraham in these religions. It features 32
essays, by the foremost scholars in the field, on the historical interactions
between Abrahamic communities; on Holy Scriptures and their interpretation; on
conceptions of religious history; on various topics and strands of religious
thought, such as monotheism and mysticism; on rituals of prayer, purity, and
sainthood, on love in the three religions and on fundamentalism. The volume
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concludes with three epilogues written by three influential figures in the Christian,
Jewish, and Muslim communities, to provide a broader perspective on the
comparative study of the Abrahamic religions. This ground-breaking work
introduces readers to the challenges and rewards of studying these three
religions together.
"In this book Peter Schäfer casts light on the common assumption that Judaism
from its earliest formulations was strictly monotheistic. Over and over again in the
Hebrew Bible the biblical writers insist upon the idea that there is one and only
one God. But the biblical text is multifarious and contains many sources that
subvert from within the strong monotheistic thesis. Old Canaanite deities such as
Baal and El, although pushed to the edges, prove stubbornly persistent. They
come to the forefront in, for example, the famous "Son of Man" of chapter 7 of the
Book of Daniel. In sum, Schäfer argues that monotheism was an ideal in ancient
Judaism that was consistently aspired to, but never fully achieved. Through close
textual analysis of the Bible and certain key post-biblical sources, Schäfer tracks
the long history of a second, younger, subordinate God next to the senior Jewish
God YHWH. One might expect that with early Christianity's embrace of this idea
(in the form of Jesus Christ), Judaism would have abandoned it utterly. But the
opposite was the case. Even after Christianity usurps the original Jewish notion
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of a second, younger God, certain post-biblical Jewish circles-in particular early
Jewish mystical circles-maintained and revived it with the archangel "Metatron," a
controversial figure whose very existence is questioned and fiercely debated by
the rabbis of the Babylonian Talmud. This book was originally published in
Germany by C.H. Beck Verlag in 2016"-Recently, the term "Abrahamic religions" has been used with exceeding
frequency in the academy. We now regularly encounter academic books,
conferences, and even positions (including endowed chairs) devoted to the socalled "Abrahamic religions." But what exactly are "Abrahamic religions"?
Although many perceive him as the common denominator of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, Abraham remains deceptively out of reach. An ahistorical
figure, some contend he holds the seeds for historical reconciliation. Touted as
symbol of ecumenicism, Abraham can just as easily function as one of division
and exclusivity. Like our understanding of Abraham, the category "Abrahamic
religions" is vague and nebulous. In Abrahamic Religions, Aaron Hughes
examines the creation and dissemination of this term. Usually lost in
contemporary discussions is a set of crucial questions: Where does the term
"Abrahamic religions" derive? Who created it and for what purposes? What sort
of intellectual work is it perceived to perform? Part genealogical and part
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analytical, this book seeks to raise and answer questions about the
appropriateness and usefulness of employing "Abrahamic religions" as a vehicle
for understanding and classifying data. In so doing, Abrahamic Religions can be
taken as a case study that examines the construction of categories within the
academic study of religion, showing how the categories we employ can become
more an impediment than an expedient to understanding.
Amid so much twenty-first-century talk of a "Christian-Muslim divide"--and the
attendant controversy in some Western countries over policies toward minority
Muslim communities--a historical fact has gone unnoticed: for more than four
hundred years beginning in the mid-seventh century, some 50 percent of the
world's Christians lived and worshipped under Muslim rule. Just who were the
Christians in the Arabic-speaking milieu of Mohammed and the Qur'an? The
Church in the Shadow of the Mosque is the first book-length discussion in
English of the cultural and intellectual life of such Christians indigenous to the
Islamic world. Sidney Griffith offers an engaging overview of their initial reactions
to the religious challenges they faced, the development of a new mode of
presenting Christian doctrine as liturgical texts in their own languages gave way
to Arabic, the Christian role in the philosophical life of early Baghdad, and the
maturing of distinctive Oriental Christian denominations in this context. Offering a
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fuller understanding of the rise of Islam in its early years from the perspective of
contemporary non-Muslims, this book reminds us that there is much to learn from
the works of people who seriously engaged Muslims in their own world so long
ago. Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright
restrictions.
The Ultimate Victory of the God of Life
Judaism, Christianity, Islam
Abraham
Two Gods in Heaven
Covenant and Conversation
The Hidden Legacy of Abraham
How Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have reimagined Abraham in their own
images Jews, Christians, and Muslims supposedly share a common religious
heritage in the patriarch Abraham, and the idea that he should serve only as a
source of unity among the three traditions has become widespread in both
scholarly and popular circles. But in Inheriting Abraham, Jon Levenson reveals
how the increasingly conventional notion of the three equally "Abrahamic"
religions derives from a dangerous misunderstanding of key biblical and Qur'anic
texts, fails to do full justice to any of the traditions, and is often biased against
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Judaism in subtle and pernicious ways.
Many famous antique texts are misunderstood and many others have been
completely dismissed, all because the literary style in which they were written is
unfamiliar today. So argues Mary Douglas in this controversial study of ring
composition, a technique which places the meaning of a text in the middle,
framed by a beginning and ending in parallel. To read a ring composition in the
modern linear fashion is to misinterpret it, Douglas contends, and today's
scholars must reevaluate important antique texts from around the world. Found in
the Bible and in writings from as far a field as Egypt, China, Indonesia, Greece,
and Russia, ring composition is too widespread to have come from a single
source. Does it perhaps derive from the way the brain works? What is its function
in social contexts? The author examines ring composition, its principles and
functions, in a cross-cultural way. She focuses on ring composition in Homer's
Iliad, the Bible's book of Numbers, and, for a challenging modern example,
Laurence Sterne's Tristram Shandy, developing a persuasive argument for
reconstruing famous books and rereading neglected ones.
Joseph Lieberman's Vice Presidential nomination and Presidential candidacy are
neither the first nor last words on signal Jewish achievements in American
politics. Jews have played an important role in American government since the
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early 1800s at least, and in view of the 2004 election, there is no political office
outside the reach of Jewish American citizens. For the first time, Jews in
American Politics: Essays brings together a complete picture of the past, present,
and future of Jewish political participation. Perfect for students and scholars alike,
this monumental work includes thoughtful and original chapters by leading
journalists, scholars, and practitioners. Topics range from Jewish leadership and
identity; to Jews in Congress, on the Supreme Court, and in presidential
administrations; and on to Jewish influence in the media, the lobbies, and in other
arenas in which American government operates powerfully, if informally. In
addition to the thematically unified essays, Jews in American Politics: Essays
concludes with an invaluable roster of Jews in key governmental positions from
Ambassadorships and Cabinet posts to federal judges, state governors, and
mayors of major cities. Both analytical and anecdotal, the essays in Jews in
American Politics offer deep insight into serious questions about the dilemmas
that Jews in public service face, as well as humorous sidelights and authoritative
reference materials never before collected in one source. The story of the rich
tradition of Jewish participation in American political life provides an
indispensable resource for any serious follower of American politics, especially in
election year 2004.
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Excerpt from The Prophetic Faith With regard to the use of Scriptural passages in
the first and the second part we must make certain methodological observa tions.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-theart technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated
in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
The Book of Genesis
Inheriting the Revolution
Jew and Gentile in the Ancient World
FOR SAKE OF HEAVEN & EARTH
Jewish Women Runaways in Habsburg Galicia
Jewish European History Between Nation and Empire
Guy Stroumsa offers an innovative and powerful argument that the
comparative study of religion finds its origin in early modern Europe. --from
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publisher description.
This book offers a new framework for reading the Bible as a work of reason.
Presents inspirational insights into the Book of Exodus from medieval and
modern biblical scholars, philosophers, and historians.
During its 2,500-year life, the book of Genesis has been the keystone to
important claims about God and humanity in Judaism and Christianity, and
it plays a central role in contemporary debates about science, politics, and
human rights. The authors provide a panoramic history of this iconic book,
exploring its impact on Western religion, philosophy, literature, art, and
more.
Abrahamic Religions
A Biography
Attitudes and Interactions from Alexander to Justinian
Essays on Art and Literature
Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism
Inheriting Abraham

The story of Abraham smashing his father’s idols might be
the most important Jewish story ever told and the key to how
Jews define themselves. In a work at once deeply erudite and
wonderfully accessible, Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin conducts
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readers through the life and legacy of this powerful story
and explains how it has shaped Jewish consciousness.
Offering a radical view of Jewish existence, The Gods Are
Broken! views the story of the young Abraham as the “primal
trauma” of Jewish history, one critical to the development
of a certain Jewish comfort with rebelliousness and one
that, happening in every generation, has helped Jews develop
a unique identity. Salkin shows how the story continues to
reverberate through the ages, even in its connection to the
phenomenon of anti-Semitism. Salkin’s work—combining
biblical texts, archaeology, rabbinic insights, Hasidic
texts (some never before translated), philosophy, history,
poetry, contemporary Jewish thought, sociology, and popular
culture—is nothing less than a journey through two thousand
years of Jewish life and intellectual endeavor.
In New Orleans, Hanukkah means decorating your door with a
menorah made of hominy grits. Latkes in Texas are seasoned
with cilantro and cayenne pepper. Children in Cincinnati
sing Hanukkah songs and eat oranges and ice cream. While
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each tradition springs from its own unique set of cultural
references, what ties them together is that they all
celebrate a holiday that is different in America than it is
any place else. For the past two hundred years, American
Jews have been transforming the ancient holiday of Hanukkah
from a simple occasion into something grand. Each year, as
they retell its story and enact its customs, they bring
their ever-changing perspectives and desires to its
celebration. Providing an attractive alternative to the
Christian dominated December, rabbis and lay people alike
have addressed contemporary hopes by fashioning an
authentically Jewish festival that blossomed in their
American world. The ways in which Hanukkah was reshaped by
American Jews reveals the changing goals and values that
emerged among different contingents each December as they
confronted the reality of living as a religious minority in
the United States. Bringing together clergy and laity,
artists and businessmen, teachers, parents, and children,
Hanukkah has been a dynamic force for both stability and
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change in American Jewish life. The holiday’s distinctive
transformation from a minor festival to a major occasion
that looms large in the American Jewish psyche is a marker
of American Jewish life. Drawing on a varied archive of
songs, plays, liturgy, sermons, and a range of illustrative
material, as well as developing portraits of various
communities, congregations, and rabbis, Hanukkah in America
reveals how an almost forgotten festival became the most
visible of American Jewish holidays. Instructor's Guide New
Books Network interviews Dianne Ashton
The Rebellion of the Daughters
Christians and Muslims in the World of Islam
Hanukkah in America
Resurrection and the Restoration of Israel
Christianity and World Religions
The Hill We Climb
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