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Discover how the modern world came to be with this easy-to-follow and up-to-date history
companion Want to get a taste of the entirety of human history in a single book? With
World History For Dummies, you'll get an overview of the history of, well, everything,
from the Neanderthal experience to the latest historical developments of the 21st century.
Re-live history from your armchair as you ride into battle alongside Roman generals,
prepare Egyptian pharaohs for the afterlife, and learn from the great Greek poets and
philosophers. Written in the easy-to-digest style the For Dummies series is famous for,
you'll discover: How religion, philosophy, and science shaped, and were shaped by, the
great figures of history The human consequences of warfare, from historical battles to
more modern conflicts from the 20th century What's influencing events in the 21st
century, from climate change to new regimes and economies World History For Dummies
is the perfect gift for the lifelong learner who wants to brush up on their world history
knowledge. It's also an indispensable resource for AP World History students looking for
a supplemental reference to help them with their studies.
An accessible, transregional exploration of how Islam and Asia have shaped each other's
histories, societies and cultures from the seventh century to today.
Learn about the history and traditions of the Islamic faith in The Islam Book. Part of the
fascinating Big Ideas series, this book tackles tricky topics and themes in a simple and
easy to follow format. Learn about Islam in this overview guide to the subject, brilliant for
novices looking to find out more and experts wishing to refresh their knowledge alike! The
Islam Book brings a fresh and vibrant take on the topic through eye-catching graphics and
diagrams to immerse yourself in. This captivating book will broaden your understanding
of Islam, with: - Images of Islamic art, architecture, calligraphy, and historical artifacts Packed with facts, charts, timelines and graphs to help explain core concepts - A visual
approach to big subjects with striking illustrations and graphics throughout Straightforward text makes topics accessible for people at any level of understanding The
Islam Book is a comprehensive guide essential to understanding the world's fastestgrowing religion - aimed at self-educators after a trustworthy account and religious
studies students wanting to gain an overview. Here you'll find clear factual writing
offering insight into terms like Sharia law, the Caliphate, and jihad; Sunni and Shia
divisions; and Sufi poetry and music. Your Islam Questions, Simply Explained This
essential guide to Islam covers every aspect of the Muslim faith and its history - from the
life of the Prophet Muhammad and the teachings of the Koran to Islam in the 21st
century. If you thought it was difficult to learn about one of the world's major religions,
The Islam Book presents key information in an easy to follow layout. Find out about
modern issues such as fundamentalism, the work of peaceful traditionalists, modernizers,
and women's rights campaigners, as well as the central tenets of Islam, such as prayer,
fasting, and pilgrimage. The Big Ideas Series With millions of copies sold worldwide, The
Islam Book is part of the award-winning Big Ideas series from DK. The series uses
striking graphics along with engaging writing, making big topics easy to understand.
What is Islam? How do we grasp a human and historical phenomenon characterized by
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such variety and contradiction? What is "Islamic" about Islamic philosophy or Islamic
art? Should we speak of Islam or of islams? Should we distinguish the Islamic (the
religious) from the Islamicate (the cultural)? Or should we abandon "Islamic" altogether
as an analytical term? In What Is Islam?, Shahab Ahmed presents a bold new
conceptualization of Islam that challenges dominant understandings grounded in the
categories of "religion" and "culture" or those that privilege law and scripture. He argues
that these modes of thinking obstruct us from understanding Islam, distorting it,
diminishing it, and rendering it incoherent. What Is Islam? formulates a new conceptual
language for analyzing Islam. It presents a new paradigm of how Muslims have
historically understood divine revelation—one that enables us to understand how and why
Muslims through history have embraced values such as exploration, ambiguity,
aestheticization, polyvalence, and relativism, as well as practices such as figural art, music,
and even wine drinking as Islamic. It also puts forward a new understanding of the
historical constitution of Islamic law and its relationship to philosophical ethics and
political theory. A book that is certain to provoke debate and significantly alter our
understanding of Islam, What Is Islam? reveals how Muslims have historically conceived
of and lived with Islam as norms and truths that are at once contradictory yet coherent.
The Islam Book
Making Sense of Muslim History and Society
A Book of Conquest
Destiny Disrupted
The House of Islam
History of Islam (Vol 2)
This book introduces some of the most important military figures and events in Islamic military
history.
The 4,000-year quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
Explores the genesis of Islam for insight into the nature of ideological transformation.
This book is an interview of Elijah Muhammad explaining his initial encounter with his teacher,
Master Fard Muhammad and how his messengership came about. The subjects discussed are
Master Fard Muhammad's whereabouts, the races and what makes a devil and satan. He answers
questions dealing the concept of divine and how ideas are perfected. More basic subjects include
Malcolm X, Noble Drew Ali, C. Eric Lincoln, Udom, and a comprehensive range of information.
Concise History of Islam
In Light of History
The History of Islam, Volume 1
A History of Medieval Islam
The Hidden Origins of Islam
World History For Dummies

The first volume of The History of Islam focuses on the period elapsing from around the mid
6th century CE until the final years of the 9th.It begins, however, with a lengthy chapter
dealing with modern narrative of Islamic history, and how this narrative, rather than
improving with time, has simply deteriorated so much that Muslim history written in our day
is largely incomprehensible.The work, then, relying on both Western and Muslim sources, old
and new, deals with the more salient events of Islamic history. Its focus in this volume is on
the rise and expansion of Islam and the early caliphate. The vast expansion under the first
three caliphs of Islam and the Umayyad dynasty is dealt with in detail. The work includes
maps that sum up different events taking place in different parts of the realm in order to
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provide an overview of Islamic history at a glance.
First published in 1989. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Traces the history of Muslims in the US and their waves of immigration and conversion
across five centuries.
This collection of essays address key themes in the history of the Muslims of South Asia:
conversion to Islam, the emergence of this-worldly religion, the process of secularization, and
the relationship between religion and politics.
The Wiley Blackwell History of Islam
Spanish Islam
A History of Islam in 21 Women
The Importance of Being Islamic
The Oxford History of Islam
Prophet of Peace Amid the Clash of Empires

Robert Irwin's authoritative introduction to the fourth
volume of The New Cambridge History of Islam offers a
panoramic vision of Islamic culture from its origins to
around 1800. The introductory chapter, which highlights key
developments and introduces some of Islam's most famous
protagonists, paves the way for an extraordinarily varied
collection of essays. The themes treated include religion
and law, conversion, Islam's relationship with the natural
world, governance and politics, caliphs and kings,
philosophy, science, medicine, language, art, architecture,
literature, music and even cookery. What emerges from this
rich collection, written by an international team of
experts, is the diversity and dynamism of the societies
which created this flourishing civilization. Volume four of
The New Cambridge History of Islam serves as a thematic
companion to the three preceding, politically oriented
volumes, and in coverage extends across the pre-modern
Islamic world.
This is an introduction to the history of the Muslim East
from the rise of Islam to the Mongol conquests. It explains
and indicates the main trends of Islamic historical
evolution during the Middle Ages, and will help the nonOrientalist to understand something of the relationship
between Islam and Christendom in those centuries.
A book that exposes Islamic origins and refutes its
outrageous claims based on true and documented history.
"In this wide-ranging and masterly work, Ahmad Dallal
examines the significance of scientific knowledge and
situates the culture of science in relation to other
cultural forces in Muslim societies. He traces the ways the
realms of scientific knowledge and religious authority were
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delineated historically. For example, the emergence of new
mathematical methods revealed that many mosques built in the
early period of Islamic expansion were misaligned relative
to the Ka'ba in Mecca; this misalignment was critical
because Muslims must face Mecca during their five daily
prayers. The realization of a discrepancy between tradition
and science often led to demolition and rebuilding and, most
important, to questioning whether scientific knowledge
should take precedence over religious authority in a matter
where their realms clearly overlapped"--Page 2 of cover.
Mind, Economy, Discourse
Islam at War
History of Islamic Philosophy
The Koran For Dummies
With View of Greek Philosophy and Early History of Islam
Islam and Asia
A History of Islam in AmericaFrom the New World to the New World OrderCambridge University Press
This volume traces the second great expansion of the Islamic world eastwards from the eleventh century
to the eighteenth. As the faith crossed cultural boundaries, the trader and the mystic became as important
as the soldier and the administrator. Distinctive Islamic idioms began to emerge from other great
linguistic traditions apart from Arabic, especially in Turkish, Persian, Urdu, Swahili, Malay and Chinese.
The Islamic world transformed and absorbed new influences. As the essays in this collection demonstrate,
three major features distinguish the time and place from both earlier and modern experiences of Islam.
Firstly, the steppe tribal peoples of central Asia had a decisive impact on the Islamic lands. Secondly,
Islam expanded along the trade routes of the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. Thirdly, Islam
interacted with Asian spirituality, including Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Taoism and Shamanism. It
was during this period that Islam became a truly world religion.
Originally published in 1913, this book contains the English translation of Reinhardt’s Dozy’s notable
work, Histoire des Musalman’s d’Espagne. First published in 1861, this comprehensive work chronicles
the extensive history of Islam in Spain. The introduction by the translator provides a useful overview of
Reinhardt’s Dozy’s life and career. This comprehensive work will be of interest to those studying the
history of Islam and Spain.
We in the west share a common narrative of world history—that runs from the Nile Valley and
Mesopotomia, through Greece and Rome and the French Revolution, to the rise of the secular state and
the triumph of democracy. But our story largely omits a whole civilization that until quite recently saw
itself at the center of world history, and whose citizens shared an entirely different narrative for a
thousand years. In Destiny Disrupted, Tamim Ansary tells the rich story of world history as the Islamic
world saw it, from the time of Mohammed to the fall of the Ottoman Empire and beyond. He clarifies
why our civilizations grew up oblivious to each other, what happened when they intersected, and how the
Islamic world was affected by its slow recognition that Europe—a place it long perceived as primitive and
disorganized—had somehow hijacked destiny. Entertaining and enlightening, Destiny Disrupted also
offers a vital perspective on current conflicts.
New Research Into Its Early History
Discovering Islam
HISTORY OF ISLAM - Tr. Atiqur Rehman (3 Vols. Set)
A Modern History of the Islamic World
Islam
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The New Cambridge History of Islam: Volume 3, The Eastern Islamic World, Eleventh to Eighteenth
Centuries
The period of Muslim occupation in Spain represents the only significant contact Islam and Europe was ever
to have on European soil. In this important as well as fascinating study, Watt traces Islam's influence upon
Spain and European civilization--from the collapse of the Visigoths in the eighth century to the fall of
Granada in the fifteenth, and considers Spain's importance as a part of the Islamic empire. Particular
attention is given to the golden period of economic and political stability achieved under the Umayyads.
Without losing themselves in detail and without sacrificing complexity, the authors discuss the political,
social, and economic continuity in Islamic Spain, or al-Andalus, in light of its cultural and intellectual effects
upon the rest of Europe. Medieval Christianity, Watt points out, found models of scholarship in the Islamic
philosophers and adapted the idea of holy war to its own purposes while the final reunification of Spain
under the aegis of the Reconquista played a significant role in bringing Europe out of the Middle Ages. A
survey essential to anyone seeking a more complete knowledge of European or Islamic history, the volume
also includes sections on literature and philology by Pierre Cachia. This series of "Islamic surveys" is designed
to give the educated reader something more than can be found in the usual popular books. Each work
undertakes to survey a special part of the field, and to show the present stage of scholarship here. Where there
is a clear picture this will be given; but where there are gaps, obscurities and differences of opinion, these will
also be indicated. Full and annotated bibliographies will afford guidance to those who want to pursue their
studies further. There will also be some account of the nature and extent of the source material. The series is
addressed in the first place to the educated reader, with little or no previous knowledge of the subject; its
character is such that it should be of value also to university students and others whose interest is of a more
professional kind.
Lavishly illustrated with over 300 pictures, including more than 200 in full color, The Oxford History of Islam
offers the most wide-ranging and authoritative account available of the second largest--and fastest
growing--religion in the world. John L. Esposito, Editor-in-Chief of the four-volume Oxford Encyclopedia
of the Modern Islamic World, has gathered together sixteen leading scholars, both Muslim and non-Muslim,
to examine the origins and historical development of Islam--its faith, community, institutions, sciences, and
arts. Beginning in the pre-Islamic Arab world, the chapters range from the story of Muhammad and his
Companions, to the development of Islamic religion and culture and the empires that grew from it, to the
influence that Islam has on today's world. The book covers a wide array of subjects, casting light on topics
such as the historical encounter of Islam and Christianity, the role of Islam in the Mughal and Ottoman
empires, the growth of Islam in Southeast Asia, China, and Africa, the political, economic, and religious
challenges of European imperialism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and Islamic communities in
the modern Western world. In addition, the book offers excellent articles on Islamic religion, art and
architecture, and sciences as well as bibliographies. Events in the contemporary world have led to an
explosion of interest and scholarly work on Islam. Written for the general reader but also appealing to
specialists, The Oxford History of Islam offers the best of that recent scholarship, presented in a readable style
and complemented by a rich variety of illustrations.
The first book to explore the modern history of Islam in South Asia The first modern state to be founded in
the name of Islam, Pakistan was the largest Muslim country in the world at the time of its establishment in
1947. Today it is the second-most populous, after Indonesia. Islam in Pakistan is the first comprehensive
book to explore Islam's evolution in this region over the past century and a half, from the British colonial era
to the present day. Muhammad Qasim Zaman presents a rich historical account of this major Muslim nation,
insights into the rise and gradual decline of Islamic modernist thought in the South Asian region, and an
understanding of how Islam has fared in the contemporary world. Much attention has been given to
Pakistan's role in sustaining the Afghan struggle against the Soviet occupation in the 1980s, in the growth of
the Taliban in the 1990s, and in the War on Terror after 9/11. But as Zaman shows, the nation's significance
in matters relating to Islam has much deeper roots. Since the late nineteenth century, South Asia has
witnessed important initiatives toward rethinking core Islamic texts and traditions in the interest of their
compatibility with the imperatives of modern life. Traditionalist scholars and their institutions, too, have had
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a prominent presence in the region, as have Islamism and Sufism. Pakistan did not merely inherit these and
other aspects of Islam. Rather, it has been and remains a site of intense contestation over Islam's public place,
meaning, and interpretation. Examining how facets of Islam have been pivotal in Pakistani history, Islam in
Pakistan offers sweeping perspectives on what constitutes an Islamic state.
A theoretically rich, nuanced history of Islam and Islamic civilization with a unique sociological component
This major new reference work offers a complete historical and theoretically informed view of Islam as both a
religion and a sociocultural force. Uniquely comprehensive, it surveys and discusses the transformation of
Muslim societies in different eras and various regions, providing a broad narrative of the historical
development of Islamic civilization. This text explores the complex and varied history of the religion and its
traditions. It provides an in-depth study of the diverse ways through which the religious dimension at the
core of Islamic traditions has led to a distinctive type of civilizational process in history. The book illuminates
the ways in which various historical forces have converged and crystallized in institutional forms at a variety
of levels, embracing social, religious, legal, political, cultural, and civic dimensions. Together, the team of
internationally renowned scholars move from the genesis of a new social order in 7th-century Arabia, right
up to the rise of revolutionary Islamist currents in the 20th century and the varied ways in which Islam has
grown and continues to pervade daily life in the Middle East and beyond. This book is essential reading for
students and academics in a wide range of fields, including sociology, history, law, and political science. It will
also appeal to general readers with an interest in the history of one of the world’s great religions.
History of the Nation of Islam
The History of Philosophy in Islam
Big Ideas Simply Explained
A History of Islam in America
Faith and History

With the current turmoil in the Middle East, there is a
growing interest about Islam—the world’s second largest
religion and one of the fastest growing—and its holy book,
the Koran (or Qur’an). Now, with this easy-to-follow, plainEnglish guide, you can explore the history, structure, and
basic tenets of Islam’s sacred scripture. The Koran For
Dummies is for non-Muslims interested in the Koran as well
as Muslims looking to deepen their understanding. Islamic
scholar Sohaib Sultan provides a clear road map, revealing:
The meaning of Koran and its basic message The Koran’s
place in history and in Islamic spiritual life Explanations
of its language, structure, and narrative style How to live
by the Koran’s teachings The Koran’s role in key global
issues, such as Jihad vs. terrorism Different
interpretations of the Koran No other book provides such a
straightforward look at what the Koran says, how it says
it, and how believers live according to its guidance. From
how the Koran was received by Mohammed and how it was
compiled to how it’s interpreted by Islam’s two main
branches, you’ll see how to put the Islamic faith in
perspective. Plus, you’ll discover: What the Koran really
says about women and civil law How Islam relates to Judaism
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and Christianity The Koran’s view of God, prophets,
mankind, and the self How its teachings are lived and
recited every day by devout Muslims Common misconceptions
of the Koran How to raise a family the Koranic way Complete
with lists of important passages, Koranic terminology,
famous quotes, and further reading resources, The Koran For
Dummies makes it easy and enjoyable for you to grasp the
teachings and significance of Islam's holy book.
22 cm.
A fascinating, accessible introduction to Islam from the #1
New York Times bestselling author of Zealot and host of
Believer FINALIST FOR THE GUARDIAN FIRST BOOK AWARD In No
god but God, internationally acclaimed scholar Reza Aslan
explains Islam—the origins and evolution of the faith—in
all its beauty and complexity. This updated edition
addresses the events of the past decade, analyzing how they
have influenced Islam’s position in modern culture. Aslan
explores what the popular demonstrations pushing for
democracy in the Middle East mean for the future of Islam
in the region, how the Internet and social media have
affected Islam’s evolution, and how the war on terror has
altered the geopolitical balance of power in the Middle
East. He also provides an update on the contemporary Muslim
women’s movement, a discussion of the controversy over
veiling in Europe, an in-depth history of Jihadism, and a
look at how Muslims living in North America and Europe are
changing the face of Islam. Timely and persuasive, No god
but God is an elegantly written account that explains this
magnificent yet misunderstood faith. Praise for No god but
God “Grippingly narrated and thoughtfully examined . . . a
literate, accessible introduction to Islam.”—The New York
Times “[Reza] Aslan offers an invaluable introduction to
the forces that have shaped Islam [in this] eloquent,
erudite paean to Islam in all of its complicated
glory.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review “Wise and passionate
. . . an incisive, scholarly primer in Muslim history and
an engaging personal exploration.”—The New York Times Book
Review “Acutely perceptive . . . For many troubled Muslims,
this book will feel like a revelation, an opening up of
knowledge too long buried.”—The Independent (U.K.)
“Thoroughly engaging and excellently written . . . While
[Aslan] might claim to be a mere scholar of the Islamic
Reformation, he is also one of its most articulate
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advocates.”—The Oregonian
Combining the scholarly with the personal, this innovative
introduction by an internationally renowned Islamicist
gives the reader an insight into the history, traditions
and beliefs of Islam. Taking his own spiritual journey as a
starting point, Professor Ayoub explores all aspects of
Islam; from the Qur'an and Islamic law to the epic poetry
of the Sufis; from the spread of Islam worldwide to reform
movements in the US and Europe.
The Social Origins of Islam
No god but God (Updated Edition)
The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam
A Brief History of Islam
A History of God
A History
Considering the Islamic world from Morocco to Indonesia, Somalia, and Bosnia,
Schulze (Islamic studies, U of Berne) charts their histories during the 20th
century. Rather than taking each one in turn, he narrates chronologically the
political changes throughout the world where Islam is the dominant cultural
force. He begins with the impact of colonialism and ends with struggle between
Islamic culture and civil society in the 1990s. He includes several maps.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Khadija was the first believer, to whom the Prophet Muhammad often turned for
advice. At a time when strongmen quickly seized power from any female Muslim
ruler, Arwa of Yemen reigned alone for five decades. In nineteenth-century
Russia, Mukhlisa Bubi championed the rights of women and girls, and became
the first Muslim woman judge in modern history. After the Gestapo took down a
Resistance network in Paris, British spy Noor Inayat Khan found herself the only
undercover radio operator left in that city. In this unique history, Hossein
Kamaly celebrates the lives and achievements of twenty-one extraordinary
women in the story of Islam, from the formative days of the religion to the
present.
Manan Ahmed Asif shows that the Chachnama is a sophisticated work of
political theory, embedded in both the Indic and Islamic ethos. His social and
intellectual history of this text offers an important corrective to the divisions
between Muslim and Hindu that so often define Pakistani and Indian politics
today.
Based on the premise that reliable history can only be written on the basis of
sources that are contemporary with the events described, the contributors to
this in-depth investigation present research that reveals the obscure origins of
Islam in a completely new light.
A History of Islamic Spain
A History of the Propagation of the Muslim Faith
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The Preaching of Islam
Muhammad
The New Cambridge History of Islam: Volume 4, Islamic Cultures and Societies
to the End of the Eighteenth Century
Islam and Muslim History in South Asia
“Ed Husain has become one of the most vital Muslim voices in the world. The House of Islam
could very well be his magnum opus.” -Reza Aslan, #1 New York Times bestselling author of
Zealot “This should be compulsory reading.” -Peter Frankopan, author of the international
bestseller The Silk Roads Today, Islam is to many in the West an alien force, with Muslims
held in suspicion. Failure to grasp the inner workings of religion and geopolitics has haunted
American foreign policy for decades and has been decisive in the new administration's
controversial orders. The intricacies and shadings must be understood by the West not only to
build a stronger, more harmonious relationship between the two cultures, but also for greater
accuracy in predictions as to how current crises, such as the growth of ISIS, will develop and
from where the next might emerge. The House of Islam addresses key questions and points of
disconnection. What are the roots of the conflict between Sunni and Shi'a Muslims that is
engulfing Pakistan and the Middle East? Does the Koran encourage the killing of infidels? The
book thoughtfully explores the events and issues that have come from and contributed to the
broadening gulf between Islam and the West, from the United States' overthrow of Iran's first
democratically elected leader to the emergence of ISIS, from the declaration of a fatwa on
Salman Rushdie to the attack on the offices of Charlie Hebdo. Authoritative and engaging, Ed
Husain leads us clearly and carefully through the nuances of Islam and its people, taking us
back to basics to contend that the Muslim world need not be a stranger to the West, nor our
enemy, but our peaceable allies.
Biography of Khālid ibn al-Walīd, d. 641 or 2, general of Islamic Empire.
This is a study of Chinese Hui Muslim women's historic and unrelenting spiritual, educational,
political and gendered drive for an institutional presence in Islamic worship and leadership: 'a
mosque of one's own' as a unique feature of Chinese Muslim culture. The authors place the
historical origin of women's segregated religious institutions in the Chinese Islamic diaspora's
fight for survival, and in their crucial contribution to the cause of ethnic/religious minority
identity and solidarity. Against the presentation of complex historical developments of women's
own site of worship and learning, the authors open out to contemporary problems of sexual
politics within the wider society of socialist China and beyond to the history of Islam in all its
cultural diversity.
Very occasionally a book appears which provides a perfect bridge between amateurs and
professionals. This event is usually less likely to happen in the somewhat arcane field of
philosophy and almost beyond concept in the English speaking world when the subject is
entwined with the history of Islam. The finer points of philosophical issues are also discussed
and presented to enable anyone, whether a scholar or not, Arabic or Westerner, to understand
the truths these ancients sought.
A History of the World through Islamic Eyes
Islam in Pakistan
The History of Women's Mosques in Chinese Islam
What Is Islam?
A History of the Moslems in Spain
Islam, Science, and the Challenge of History

In World History, History of Islam is a glorious chapter. In fact, Muslim History involves the
history of the Islamic faith as a religion and as a social institution. Through various periods,
Islam made many a long stride and its influence spread far-off over the globe. Apart from
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religion, Muslims made considerable contribution in areas, like philosophy, literature, arts, law,
economy, science, medicine and commerce etc. At the academic level, Muslim philosophers,
educationists and experts of Islamic law have made great contributions. The evolution of Islam
has impacted the political, economic and military history of an enormous geographical region. A
century after the demise of Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh) the, Islamic empire extended from the
Atlantic Ocean in the west to Central Asia in the east. Islamic civilization gave rise to many
centers of culture and science and produced notable philosophers, scientists, astronomers,
mathematicians, doctors and nurses, during the Golden Age of Islam. In today's world, Islam is
one of the major religions and perhaps there is hardly any corner of the world, where Muslims
are not found. History of Islam is a vast subject. Here it is in a concise form. This modest work,
a comprehensive book in one cover, is an effort in the direction of recording the history of Islam
in nutshell, authentically. This excellent book is an asset for all scholars and academics in all
spheres of learning.
In this second volume, starting with the Caliphate of Banu Umayyah, the martyrdom of Imam
Husain (R) and the Caliphate of the Abbasids, all areas have been covered as far as the
expansion of Islam was. --Publisher description.
In the midst of the dramatic seventh-century war between two empires, Muhammad was a
spiritual seeker in search of community and sanctuary. Many observers stereotype Islam and its
scripture as inherently extreme or violent-a narrative that has overshadowed the truth of its roots.
In this masterfully told account, preeminent Middle East expert Juan Cole takes us back to
Islam's-and the Prophet Muhammad's-origin story. Cole shows how Muhammad came of age in
an era of unparalleled violence. The eastern Roman Empire and the Sasanian Empire of Iran
fought savagely throughout the Near East and Asia Minor. Muhammad's profound distress at the
carnage of his times led him to envision an alternative movement, one firmly grounded in peace.
The religion Muhammad founded, Islam, spread widely during his lifetime, relying on soft
power instead of military might, and sought armistices even when militarily attacked. Cole sheds
light on this forgotten history, reminding us that in the Qur'an, the legacy of that spiritual
message endures. A vibrant history that brings to life the fascinating and complex world of the
Prophet, Muhammad is the story of how peace is the rule and not the exception for one of the
world's most practiced religions.
A Global History
From the New World to the New World Order
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