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"This anthology contains all the substantial surviving
works from the golden age of Ancient Egyptian fictional
literature (c.1940-1640 B.C.). Composed by an
anonymous author in the form of a funerary
autobiography, the Tale tells how the courtier Sinuhe
flees Egypt at the death of his king. His adventures bring
wealth and happiness, but his failure to find meaningful
life abroad is only redeemed by the new king's
sympathy, and he finally returns to the security of his
homeland. Other works from the Middle Kingdom include
a poetic dialogue between a man and his soul on the
problem of suffering and death, a teaching about the
nature of wisdom which is bitterly spoken by the ghost of
the assassinated King Amenemhat I, and a series of lighthearted tales of wonder from the court of the builder of
the Great Pyramid."--Jacket.
Bold new approach to the prehistory of Homeric epic
arguing for a fresh understanding of how Near Eastern
influence worked.
In A Global History of Literature and the Environment, an
international group of scholars illustrate the immense
riches of environmental writing from the earliest literary
periods down to the present. It addresses ancient
writings about human/animal/plant relations from India,
classical Greece, Chinese and Japanese literature, the
Maya Popol Vuh, Islamic texts, medieval European
works, eighteenth-century and Romantic ecologies,
colonial/postcolonial environmental interrelations,
responses to industrialization, and the emerging
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literatures of the world in the present Anthropocene
moment. Essays range from Trinidad to New Zealand,
Estonia to Brazil. Discussion of these texts indicates a
variety of ways environmental criticism can fruitfully
engage literary works and cultures from every continent
and every historical period. This is a uniquely varied and
rich international history of environmental writing from
ancient Mesopotamian and Asian works to the present. It
provides a compelling account of a topic that is crucial to
twenty-first-century global literary studies.
Here is a complete translation of all the published
cuneiform tablets of the various Babylonian creation
stories, of both the Semitic Babylonian and the Sumerian
material. Each creation account is preceded by a brief
introduction dealing with the age and provenance of the
tablets, the aim and purpose of the story, etc. Also
included is a translation and discussion of two
Babylonian creation versions written in Greek. The final
chapter presents a detailed examination of the
Babylonian creation accounts in their relation to our Old
Testament literature.
Classic Stories from the Sumerian Mythology, Akkadian
Mythology, Babylonian Mythology and Assyrian
Mythology
Desire, Discord, and Death
A Study of Spiritual and Literary Achievement in the
Third Millennium B.C.
The Chaldean Account of Genesis
Greek Cosmogonies and the Near East
A Captivating Guide to Ancient Mesopotamian History
and Civilizations, Including the Sumerians and Sumerian
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Mythology, Gilgamesh, Ur, Assyrians, Babylon,
Hammurabi and the Persian Empire

Michael Witzel persuasively demonstrates the prehistoric
origins of most of the mythologies of Eurasia and the
Americas ('Laurasia').
Essays discuss the account of the Flood in Genesis, and
compare flood myths from around the world
Myths from MesopotamiaCreation, The Flood, Gilgamesh,
and OthersOxford Paperbacks
In this book, you will discover what the true story was
and what the wrong one was in the myths of Sumer and
Babylon. In the Mesopotamia region, plates written by
ancient writers were discovered. After deciphering their
content, scientists named them myths and legends
because they interpreted that these texts spoke about
gods and goddesses. As for me, I chose to describe the
deciphering of these texts as right and wrong because
it's right for scientists to call them myths and legends,
but it's totally wrong to believe they speak about myths
of gods and goddesses.
A Global History of Literature and the Environment
The Descent of Ishtar
West Asiatic Elements in Greek Poetry and Myth
Babylonian Creation Myths
An Illustrated Dictionary
Gods and Mortals in Early Greek and Near Eastern
Mythology
This book includes two captivating manuscripts:
Mesopotamian Mythology: A Captivating Guide to Ancient
Near Eastern Myths Sumerian Mythology: Captivating Myths
of Gods, Goddesses, and Legendary Creatures of Ancient
Sumer and Their Importance to the Sumerians
For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
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publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors,
as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
Do you know that the Mesopotamians did not believe in life
after death? Or that their Queen of the Underworld and their
arrogant God of War and Pestilence had an epic love story?
In this collection, you will enjoy the epic stories of Ancient
Mesopotamia that echoed through other great works like
the Bible and the Odyssey. The Sumerian belief system
offers a fascinating insight into the lives of these ancient
people as they struggled to establish the first empires of
man. Some of the fantastic stories included are: - The Epic of
Gilgamesh: The adventure of Gilgamesh, a tyrannical king
who is blessed with a true friend and companion, Enkidu. As
they set out to make their names, the young men encounter
demons, gods and goddesses, and death. It is the first
recorded hero's epic! - Creation Myths: The Ancient
Mesopotamians had a vivid idea of their origins. Learn how
they saw their role in the cosmos and interpreted events in
their lives. - The Descent of Ishtar: No good collection of
myths would be complete without a trip to the Underworld.
In this myth, the Queen of Heaven is not content with her lot
and seeks to gain the power of the Underworld as well. - The
Epic of Etana - One of the original action-adventure stories is
the story of Etana. Through divine providence, Etana is
elevated from shepherd to king but cannot conceive an heir.
With help from the gods and a less than honorable giant
eagle, he seeks to find the plant that will let his wife bear
him a child. - Ereshkigal and Nergal: Stories of star-crossed
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lovers are common enough, but the Mesopotamian version
has a unique twist. Ereshkigal and Nergal are the most
unlikely of bedfellows! And so much more! These stories and
many more are compiled in story form in Mesopotamian
Mythology: Classic stories from the Sumerian Mythology,
Akkadian Mythology, Babylonian Mythology and Assyrian
Mythology. Get your copy and dive into this fascinating
world today!
Bristling with intelligence and shimmering with romance,
this novel tests the boundary between history and myth.
Patrick Lewis arrives in Toronto in the 1920s and earns his
living searching for a vanished millionaire and tunneling
beneath Lake Ontario. In the course of his adventures,
Patrick's life intersects with those of characters who
reappear in Ondaatje's Booker Prize-winning The English
Patient. 256 pp.
Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity
Sumerian Mythology
Creation, The Flood, Gilgamesh, and Others
Mesopotamian Mythology
In the Skin of a Lion
The Flood Myth
This volume brings together ten of the most
celebrated Platonic myths, from eight of
Plato's dialogues ranging from the early
Protagoras and Gorgias to the late Timaeus
and Critias. They include the famous myth of
the cave from Republic as well as 'The
Judgement of Souls' and 'The Birth of Love'.
Each myth is a self-contained story, prefaced
by a short explanatory note, while the
introduction considers Plato's use of myth
and imagery.
This book, developed out of the 1969 Sather
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lectures at Berkeley, California, confronts a
wide range of problems concerning the nature,
meaning and functions of myths. Professor
Kirk's aim is to introduce a degree of
coherence and of critical awareness into a
subject that arouses profound interest today,
but which for too long has been the target of
excessive theorizing and interdisciplinary
confusion between anthropologists,
sociologists, classicists, philosophers and
psychologists. Professor Kirk begins by
discussing the relation of myths to rituals
and folktales, and the weakness of
universalist theories of function. He then
subjects Lévi-Strauss's structuralist theory
to an extended exposition and criticism; he
considers the character and meaning of
ancient Near Eastern myths, their influence
on Greece, and the special forms with
rational modes of thought, and finally, he
assesses the status of myths as expressions
of the unconscious, as elements of dreams,
universal symbols, as accidents along the way
to some narrative objective. The result is a
significant critical venture into the history
and philosophy of thought, imagination,
symbol and society.--From publisher
description.
Ancient Mesopotamia was a rich, varied and
highly complex culture whose achievements
included the invention of writing and the
development of sophisticated urban society.
This book offers an introductory guide to the
beliefs and customs of the ancient
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Mesopotamians, as revealed in their art and
their writings between about 3000 B.C. and
the advent of the Christian era. Gods,
goddesses, demons, monsters, magic, myths,
religious symbolism, ritual, and the
spiritual world are all discussed in
alphabetical entries ranging from short
accounts to extended essays. Names are given
in both their Sumerian and Akkadian forms,
and all entries are fully cross-referenced. A
useful introduction provides historical and
geographical background and describes the
sources of our knowledge about the religion,
mythology and magic of "the cradle of
civilisation".
The Mesopotamian influence on Greek mythology
in literary works of the epic period is
considerable - yet it is a largely unexplored
field. In this book Charles Penglase
investigates major Mesopotamian and Greek
myths. His examination concentrates on
journey myths. A major breakthrough is
achieved in the recognition of the extent of
Mesopotamian influence and in the
understanding of the colourful myths
involved. The results are of significant
interest, especially to scholars and students
of ancient Greek and Near Eastern religion
and mythology.
Myths from Mesopotamia
Mesopotamian Myths
Mesopotamia
Pausanias in the World of Greek Myth
The East Face of Helicon : West Asiatic
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Elements in Greek Poetry and Myth
Gods, Demons and Symbols of Ancient
Mesopotamia

Cuneiform records made some three thousand
years ago are the basis for this essay on the
ideas of death and the afterlife and the story of
the flood which were current among the ancient
peoples of the Tigro-Euphrates Valley. With the
same careful scholarship shown in his previous
volume, The Babylonian Genesis, Heidel
interprets the famous Gilgamesh Epic and other
related Babylonian and Assyrian documents. He
compares them with corresponding portions of
the Old Testament in order to determine the
inherent historical relationship of Hebrew and
Mesopotamian ideas.
"To the student of myth: This book attempts to
provide a concise overview of the theoretical
approaches to studying mythology, both in
theory and in everyday life. Whether one is
interested in a particular myth or mythic
tradition, or understanding comparative
mythology more broadly, or even the subject
and overview of mythology as a whole, this text
attempts to present a clear and understandable
introduction to some of the best tried and true
approaches, as well as to address some of the
perennial problems and points of confusion. To
embark on the study of myth is to join a noisy
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chorus of scholars, both present and past, in
attempting to divine the meaning of some of the
most important, intriguing, and at times puzzling
narratives that humankind has ever crafted. We
hope this text will help provide you with the
theoretical background and tools to allow for a
rich, full study of mythology in all its myriad
forms. To the teacher of myth: Myth has been
the source of a great deal of theoretical
disagreement and confusion as well. We have
tried to address some of the controversies by
appealing to a close and careful consideration of
the data, which at times helps keep lofty
theorizing firmly anchored in the real world.
Additionally, we have tried to present a historical
background to the study of myth, which should
also help illuminate the close relationships
between a society, and that society's views of
myth. Mythology does not occur without people:
it is only with a strong grounding in the study of
humankind that we can hope to make progress
in our understanding. Where doubt within the
scholarly community has arisen, we have tried to
pay attention to both sides of the debates. The
resulting text is intended to be a detailed, yet
engaging, introduction to the study of world
mythology, and a scholarly counterweight to
popular, unscientific views. Our experience in
teaching myth is that the most vexing issues
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stem from the several strained if not
contradictory connotations that the term myth
carries. Is myth archaic, or is it part of all
societies and thus modern as well? Is it part of
religion and/or science, or does it contrast with
these? Most vexingly, does myth designate
falsehood, or the highest forms of truth-those
that form the core, guiding principles of
particular societies' engagements of the cosmos
and life within it? There is also the double
signification of the term mythology, which points
to both an academic tradition and the object
studied by that tradition. Our view is that while
such antinomies are unlikely to be resolved in
the foreseeable future, much can be gained by
locating and identifying them and by attempting
to understand how and why they have emerged.
We hope that this approach not only lends
clarity to the topic of myth, but also serves to
energize the study to which we now turn"-This ambitious and well-researched study brings
together for the first time translations of the
ancient literature concerning the Sumerian god
Enki, one of four gods and goddesses who
comprised the highest level of the Sumerian
pantheon. The very existence of these writings,
which date from the Third Millennium B.C., was
unknown until about 100 years ago, when their
cuneiform script was deciphered. Since then, it
Page 10/23

Where To Download Myth From Mesopotamia
Dalley
has become apparent that Sumerian literature
had a profound and enduring influence on both
Biblical and classical Greek literature, and so on
the literature of the western world as a whole.
Kramer, one of the world's leading
sumerologists, has prepared these translations
from among the scores of works he has
published over the last fifty years; John Maier
provides a full interpretive framework that
places the translations in their broader
comparative cultural context. This rare
collection will be of interest to students and
scholars in a wide range of disciplines from
Near Eastern and Biblical Studies to Mythology
and Comparative Literature.
The ancient civilization of Mesopotamia thrived
between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates over
4,000 years ago. The myths collected here,
originally written in cuneiform on clay tablets,
include parallels with the biblical stories of the
Creation and the Flood, and the famous Epic of
Gilgamesh, the tale of a man of great strength,
whose heroic quest for immortality is dashed
through one moment of weakness. Recent
developments in Akkadian grammar and
lexicography mean that this new translation,
complete with notes, a glossary of deities, placenames, and key terms, and illustrations of the
mythical monsters featured in the text, will
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replace all other versions. ABOUT THE SERIES:
For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has
made available the widest range of literature
from around the globe. Each affordable volume
reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of
other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, helpful
notes to clarify the text, up-to-date
bibliographies for further study, and much more.
The Truth of Myth
An Elusive World Wonder Traced
Approaches to Ancient Near Eastern Myth
Myths of Enki, The Crafty God
Myth
The stories translated here all of
ancient Mesopotamia, and include not
only myths about the Creation and
stories of the Flood, but also the
longest and greatest literary
composition, the Epic of Gilgamesh.
This is the story of a heroic quest for
fame and immortality, pursued by a man
of great strength who loses a unique
opportunity through a moment's
weakness. So much has been discovered
in recent years both by way of new
tablets and points of grammar and
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lexicography that these new
translations by Stephanie Dalley
supersede all previous versions. -from back cover.
Originally published: Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1969.
The Mistress of Heaven, the goddess
Ishtar, stands in a unique position of
supremacy among the goddess figures of
the world; and her descent into the
underworld is her essential distinctive
myth. The primacy of the goddess and
her lover, Dumuzi, to the seasonal
cycle, and the ritual marriage which
was a ceremony of the union essential
to civilized life, was not retained
within the textual Judeo-Christian
tradition. As a result this
mythological cycle of the goddess
restores the expressive sexual metaphor
of agricultural fertility, which merges
the domestic concerns of womanhood with
the essential productive forces of
nature. Included along with this
essential seasonal myth are two
entirely dissimilar tales concerned
with military valor, heroic conquest,
and the assumption of absolute power;
the partially incomplete Mesopotamian
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tales of 'The Epic of Anzu' and 'Erra
and Ishum'.
For much of the last half of the
twentieth century, W. G. Lambert
devoted much of his research energy and
effort to the study of Babylonian texts
dealing with Mesopotamian ideas
regarding creation, including
especially Enuma Elish. This volume,
which appears almost exactly 2 years
after Lambert’s death, distills a
lifetime of learning by the world’s
foremost expert on these texts. Lambert
provides a full transliteration and
translation of the 7 tablets of Enuma
Elish, based on the known exemplars, as
well as coverage of a number of other
texts that bear on, or are thought to
bear on, Mesopotamian notions of the
origin of the world, mankind, and the
gods. New editions of seventeen
additional “creation tales” are
provided, including “Enmesharra’s
Defeat,” “Enki and Ninmah,” “The
Slaying of Labbu,” and “The Theogony of
Dunnu.” Lambert pays special attention,
of course, to the connection of the
main epic, Enuma Elish, with the rise
and place of Marduk in the Babylonian
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pantheon. He traces the development of
this deity’s origin and rise to
prominence and elaborates the
relationship of this text, and the
others discussed, to the religious and
political climate Babylonia. The volume
includes 70 plates (primarily handcopies of the various exemplars of
Enuma Elish) and extensive indexes.
Its Meaning and Functions in Ancient
and Other Cultures
Enuma Elish: The Epic of Creation
The Babylonian Story of the Flood
The Story of the Creation
World Mythologies in Theory and
Everyday Life
Esther's Revenge at Susa
A new translation of an important text for
Greek mythology used as a source book by
classicists from antiquity to Robert
Graves, The Library of Greek Mythology is
a complete summary of early Greek myth,
telling the story of each of the great
families of heroic mythology, and the
various adventures associated with the
main heroes and heroines, from Jason and
Perseus to Heracles and Helen of Troy.
Using the ancient system of detailed
histories of the great families, it
contains invaluable genealogical diagrams
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for maximum clarity.
Publisher Description
This volume centres on one of the most
important questions in the study of
antiquity – the interaction between Greece
and the Ancient Near East, from the
Mycenaean to the Hellenistic periods.
Focusing on the stories that the peoples
of the eastern Mediterranean told about
the gods and their relationships with
humankind, the individual treatments draw
together specialists from both fields,
creating for the first time a truly
interdisciplinary synthesis. Old cases are
re-examined, new examples discussed, and
the whole range of scholarly opinions,
past and present, are analysed, critiqued,
and contextualised. While direct textual
comparisons still have something to show
us, the methodologies advanced here turn
their attention to deeper structures and
wider dynamics of interaction and
influence that respect the cultural
autonomy and integrity of all the ancient
participants.
Based on the author's
dissertation--University of Bristol, Jan.
2011.
The Babylonian Genesis
The Seven Tablets of Creation
Gilgamesh Epic and Old Testament Parallels
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Parallels and Influence in the Homeric
Hymns and Hesiod
The Tale of Sinuhe and Other Ancient
Egyptian Poems, 1940-1640 BC
From Hittite to Homer

The Ancient Sumerians In a Nutshell The
History of the Epic Get a sense of how Ur
came to existence, how it grew, reached its
zenith, fell, re-rose, and ultimately perished
until it The Assyrians Arrive in Mesopotamia:
The Early Assyrian Period The Land of the
Babylonians Who Are the Persians? The
History of Human Population in Iran
The Mystery of the Hanging Garden of
Babylon is an exciting story of detection
involving legends, expert decipherment of
ancient texts, and a vivid description of a
little-known civilization. Recognised in
ancient times as one of the Seven Wonders of
the World, the legendary Hanging Garden of
Babylon and its location still remains a
mystery steeped in shadow and puzzling
myths. In this remarkable volume Stephanie
Dalley, a world expert on ancient Babylonian
language, gathers for the first time all the
material on this enigmatic World Wonder.
Tracing the history of the Garden, Dalley
describes how the decipherment of an
original text and its link to sculpture in the
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British Museum has enabled her to pin down
where the Garden was positioned and to
describe in detail what it may have looked
like. Through this dramatic and fascinating
reconstruction of the Garden, Dalley is also
able to follow its influence on later garden
design. Like a palimpsest, Dalley unscrambles
the many legends that have built up around
the Garden, including the parts played by
Semiramis and Nebuchadnezzar, and
following the evolution of its design, she
shows why this Garden deserves its place
alongside the Pyramids and the Colossus of
Rhodes as one of the most astonishing
technical achievements of the ancient world.
The names of the chief characters in the
biblical Book of Esther are those of
Mesopotamian deities. Stephanie Dalley
argues that the narrative reflects real events
in seventh-century Assyria which were
`explained' soon after they occurred in a
mythologizing cuneiform text and linked to
religious festivals comparable to the Jewish
rites of Purim.
Over the last sixty years scholars have
increasingly become aware of links
connecting early Greek poetry with the
literatures of the ancient Near East. Martin
West's new book far surpasses previous
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studies in comprehensiveness, demonstrating
these links with massive and detailed
documentation and showing they are much
more fundamental and pervasive than has
hitherto been acknowledged. - ;Ever since
Neolithic times Greek lands lay open to
cultural imports from western Asia:
agriculture, metal-working, writing, religious
institutions, artistic fashions, musical
instruments, and much more. Over the last
sixty years scholars have increasingly become
aware of links connecting early Greek poetry
with the literatures of Mesopotamia, Anatolia,
Canaan, and Israel. Martin West's new book
far surpasses previous studies in
comprehensiveness, demonstrating these
links with massive and detailed
documentation and showing that they are
much more fundamental and pervasive than
has hitherto been acknowledged. His survey
embraces Hesiod, the Homeric epics, the
lyric poets, and Aeschylus, and concludes
with an illuminating discussion of possible
avenues of transmission between the orient
and Greece. He believes that an age has
dawned in which Hellenists will no more be
able to ignore Near Eastern literature than
Latinists can ignore Greek. From Sennacherib to Ahasuerus
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Creation, the Flood, Gilgamesh, and Others
Both the Sumerian and Akkadian Versions
The Anatolian Background of Ancient Greek
Epic
Selected Myths
The Mystery of the Hanging Garden of
Babylon
The civilizations that grew up in the Tigris
and Euphrates River Valleys many thousands of
years ago have left important legacies:
agriculture, mathematics, astronomy, the
wheel, and writing.
"With admirable erudition, Lopez-Ruiz brings
to life intimacies and exchanges between the
ancient Greeks and their Northwest Semitic
neighbors, portraying the ancient
Mediterranean as a fluid, dynamic contact
zone. She explains networks of circulation,
shows creative uses of traditional material
by peoples in motion, and radically
transforms our understanding of ancient
cosmogonies."---Page duBois, author of Out of
Athens: The New Ancient Greeks -Greek myth comes to us through many different
channels. Our best source for the ways that
local communities told and used these stories
is a travel guide from the second century AD,
the Periegesis of Pausanias. Pausanias gives
us the clearest glimpse of ancient Greek myth
as a living, local tradition. He shows us
that the physical landscape was nothing
without the stories of heroes and gods that
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made sense of it, and reveals what was at
stake in claims to possess the past. He also
demonstrates how myths guided curious
travellers to particular places, the kinds of
responses they provoked, and the ways they
could be tested or disputed. The Periegesis
attests to a form of cultural tourism we
would still recognise: it is animated by the
desire to see for oneself distant places
previously only read about. It shows us how
travellers might map the literary landscapes
that they imagined on to the reality, and how
locals might package their cities to meet the
demands of travellers' expectations. In
Pausanias in the World of Greek Myth, Greta
Hawes uses Pausanias's text to illuminate the
spatial dynamics of myth. She reveals the
significance of local stories in an Empire
connected by a shared literary repertoire,
and the unifying power of a tradition made up
paradoxically of narratives that took
diverse, conflicting forms on the ground. We
learn how storytelling and the physical
infrastructures of the Greek mainland were
intricately interwoven such that the decline
or flourishing of the latter affected the
archive of myth that Pausanias transmits.
Annotation After a general discussion of
methods and approaches, Walls explores the
construction of desire in the Gilgamesh Epic;
a Freudian analysis of Horus and Seth; and
sex, power, and violence in Nergal and
Ereshkigal. Annotation c. Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR (booknews.com).
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The Origins of the World's Mythologies
Scientific Secrets in the Epic of Creation
Enuma Elish
Poems of Heaven and Hell from Ancient
Mesopotamia
A Captivating Guide to Myths from Mesopotamia
and Sumerian Mythology
The Library of Greek Mythology
A Captivating Guide to Ancient Near Eastern
Myths

The Sumerians were a non-Semitic, non-IndoEuropean people who flourished in southern
Babylonia from the beginning of the fourth
to the end of the third millennium B.C.
During this long stretch of time the
Sumerians, whose racial and linguistic
affiliations are still unclassifiable,
represented the dominant cultural group of
the entire Near East. This cultural
dominance manifested itself in three
directions: 1. It was the Sumerians who
developed and probably invented the
cuneiform system of writing which was
adopted by nearly all the peoples of the
Near East and without which the cultural
progress of western Asia would have been
largely impossible. 2. The Sumerians
developed religious and spiritual concepts
together with a remarkably well integrated
pantheon which influenced profoundly all
the peoples of the Near East, including
the Hebrews and the Greeks. Moreover, by
Page 22/23

Where To Download Myth From Mesopotamia
Dalley
way of Judaism, Christianity, and
Mohammedanism, not a few of these
spiritual and religious concepts have
permeated the modern civilized world. 3.
The Sumerians produced a vast and highly
developed literature, largely poetic in
character, consisting of epics and myths,
hymns and lamentations, proverbs and
“words of wisdom.” These compositions are
inscribed in cuneiform script on clay
tablets which date largely from
approximately 2000 B.C.
The Epic of Gilgamish
When the Gods Were Born
Or, The Babylonian and Assyrian Legends
Concerning the Creation of the World and
of Mankind
Atra-?as?s
Greek Myths and Mesopotamia
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