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In this controversial reevaluation of Neville Chamberlain and appeasement, the author argues that Chamberlain believed a Second World
War would be disastrous for Britain, and focused all his energies to avoid it. The book sets Chamberlain's actions within a wider chronological
framework and takes a fresh look at the underlying influences on the policy of appeasement within British society. Distributed in the US by St.
Martin's Press. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Neville Chamberlain is usually remembered today as a weak man feebly clutching an umbrella, trying to satisfy Hitler's voracious appetite so
England will be let alone. World War II made appeasement, and its crowning diplomatic event, the 1938 Munich conference, synonyms for
sacrificing the interests of others in futile attempts to placate dictators. This view of appeasement and of Munich influenced several
generations of American Cold War diplomats and strategists, and is still frequently employed today to flay policies deemed weak in the face
of bullying dictators. While Vietnam goes far to offset Munich as a foreign policy metaphor in the minds of today's statesmen, the image of
appeasement has persisted strongly enough for the U.S. Institute of Peace to conduct a conference on Munich's modern relevance in 1988,
even as the Cold War was beginning to come to an end. But contrary to the harsh Cold War image of Neville Chamberlain as a political naif
and weakling, in reality he was a remarkably strong political personality, who consciously pursued a long-term settlement of post-Great War
issues through a calculated strategy that had Britain's economic security at its heart. For him, appeasement was "not the diplomacy of
capitulation, but a dramatically positive effort to achieve a settlement of the issues that had plagued European politics since 1919"--Akin to
gentlemanly agreements in the Victorian era to redraw the political map of Europe. Far from being a portrait of foreign policy weakness, the
study of Neville Chamberlain suggests that resolution and clearly related ends and means are dangerous substitutes for foreign affairs
knowledge and judgment. And it may serve as a reminder also that an economics-oriented national security policy depreciates the
importance of political and military power at its peril, perhaps even in the post-Cold War era.
History has not looked kindly upon Neville Chamberlain. Despite a long and distinguished political career, his trip to Munich in 1938 and the
'appeasement' of Hitler have forever overshadowed his many other achievements and blighted his reputation, his name now synonymous
with the futility of trying to reason with dictators and bullies. Yet, as this biography shows, there is much more to this complex and intriguing
character than is generally supposed, and even the infamous events of 1938 are open to more charitable interpretations than is usually the
case. Appeasement brought the British government crucial time in which to rearm, and in particular allowed the RAF to drastically increase
the number of fighter aircraft it could muster for the Battle of Britain during the summer of 1940. Based on the study of over 150 collections of
private papers on both sides of the Atlantic, as well as exhaustive exploration of British government records held in the National Archives, it is
no exaggeration to say that the author has surveyed virtually all the existing archival material written by or to Chamberlain, as well as a high
proportion of that referring to him. As such, this volume will no doubt establish itself as the definitive account of Chamberlain's life and career,
and provide a much fuller and fairer picture of his actions than has hitherto been the case.
*Includes pictures *Explains the appeasement of the Nazis in Czechoslovakia and Austria, and reactions to it *Includes online resources and
a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents "My good friends," the mustached, bony man with thick eyebrows and large,
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strong teeth somewhat reminiscent of those of a horse, shouted to the crowds from the second-floor window of his house at 10 Downing
Street, "this is the second time in our history, that there has come back to Downing Street from Germany peace with honor. I believe it is
peace for our time." (McDonough, 1998, 70). The man addressing the crowd, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, had just returned
from the heart of Nazi Germany following negotiations with Adolf Hitler, and the crowd gathered outside the English leader's house on
September 30, 1938 greeted these ringing words with grateful cheers. The piece of paper Chamberlain flourished exultantly seemed to offer
permanent amity and goodwill between democratic Britain and totalitarian Germany. In it, Britain agreed to allow Hitler's Third Reich to
absorb the Sudeten regions of Czechoslovakia without interference from either England or France, and since high percentages of ethnic
Germans - often more than 50% locally - inhabited these regions, Hitler's demand for this territory seemed somewhat reasonable to
Chamberlain and his supporters. With Germany resurgent and rearmed after the disasters inflicted on it by the Treaty of Versailles following
World War I, the pact - known as the Munich Agreement - held out hope of a quick end to German ambitions and the return of stable, normal
international relations across Europe. Of course, the Munich agreement is now notorious because its promise proved barren within a very
short period of time. Chamberlain's actions either failed to avert or actually hastened the very cataclysm he wished to avoid at all costs. The
"Munich Agreement" of 1938 effectively signed away Czechoslovakia's independence to Hitler's hungry new Third Reich, and within two
years, most of the world found itself plunged into a conflict which made a charnelhouse of Europe and left somewhere between 60-80 million
people dead globally. Many people hailed Chamberlain's "success" at defusing Nazi aggression by handing over Czechoslovakia tamely to
Hitler's control, but others remained dubious. Edouard Daladier, the French prime minister, "later told Amery that he turned up his coat collar
to protect his face from rotten eggs when he arrived in Paris." (Gilbert, 1963, 179-180). A Foreign Office man, Orme Sargent, was disgusted,
and he later said bitterly, "For all the fun and cheers, you might think they were celebrating a major victory over an enemy instead of merely
the betrayal of a minor ally." (Gilbert, 1963, 180). Winston Churchill, the deal's most famous critic, bitterly remarked, "England has been
offered a choice between war and shame. She has chosen shame, and will get war." Munich is widely reviled today and is held up as the
epitome of appeasement, but historians still debate its effects on the Second World War, as well as Neville Chamberlain's character and
motivations. Some believe the attempted appeasement of Nazi Germany hastened, or even caused, the mayhem occupying the next seven
years. Others believe that the pact merely failed to alter war's inevitable arrival in either direction. Historians and authors alternately interpret
Chamberlain as a bumbling, arrogant fool, a strong-willed statesman who simply miscalculated the nature of Hitler and Nazi Germany, or
even a man with dictatorial ambitions surreptitiously inserting himself into the Fuhrer's orbit and prevented from further damaging democracy
only by his fall and death from bowel cancer. Another possible interpretation, with considerable documentary support, asserts Chamberlain
wished to enlist Germany's aid against the state most Europeans perceived as the true threat of the era, the Soviet Union."
Neville Chamberlain and Hitler's Germany
Appeasing Hitler
Chamberlain, Hitler, Churchill, and the Road to War
Hitler and Appeasement
The British Attempt to Prevent the Second World War
Peace or appeasement? (Adolf) Hitler, (Neville) Chamberlain, and the Munich Crises
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Challenges prevailing images of Neville Chamberlain as a man of peace, and suggests that
Chamberlain dominated his government and manipulated those around him in support of his
own vision of Britain's national interest.
*Includes pictures*Explains the appeasement of the Nazis in Czechoslovakia and Austria,
and reactions to it*Includes online resources and a bibliography for further
reading*Includes a table of contents"My good friends," the mustached, bony man with thick
eyebrows and large, strong teeth somewhat reminiscent of those of a horse, shouted to the
crowds from the second-floor window of his house at 10 Downing Street, "this is the
second time in our history, that there has come back to Downing Street from Germany peace
with honor. I believe it is peace for our time." (McDonough, 1998, 70). The man
addressing the crowd, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, had just returned from
the heart of Nazi Germany following negotiations with Adolf Hitler, and the crowd
gathered outside the English leader's house on September 30, 1938 greeted these ringing
words with grateful cheers. The piece of paper Chamberlain flourished exultantly seemed
to offer permanent amity and goodwill between democratic Britain and totalitarian
Germany. In it, Britain agreed to allow Hitler's Third Reich to absorb the Sudeten
regions of Czechoslovakia without interference from either England or France, and since
high percentages of ethnic Germans - often more than 50% locally - inhabited these
regions, Hitler's demand for this territory seemed somewhat reasonable to Chamberlain and
his supporters. With Germany resurgent and rearmed after the disasters inflicted on it by
the Treaty of Versailles following World War I, the pact - known as the Munich Agreement
- held out hope of a quick end to German ambitions and the return of stable, normal
international relations across Europe. Of course, the Munich agreement is now notorious
because its promise proved barren within a very short period of time. Chamberlain's
actions either failed to avert or actually hastened the very cataclysm he wished to avoid
at all costs. The "Munich Agreement" of 1938 effectively signed away Czechoslovakia's
independence to Hitler's hungry new Third Reich, and within two years, most of the world
found itself plunged into a conflict which made a charnelhouse of Europe and left
somewhere between 60-80 million people dead globally. Many people hailed Chamberlain's
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"success" at defusing Nazi aggression by handing over Czechoslovakia tamely to Hitler's
control, but others remained dubious. douard Daladier, the French prime minister, "later
told Amery that he turned up his coat collar to protect his face from rotten eggs when he
arrived in Paris." (Gilbert, 1963, 179-180). A Foreign Office man, Orme Sargent, was
disgusted, and he later said bitterly, "For all the fun and cheers, you might think they
were celebrating a major victory over an enemy instead of merely the betrayal of a minor
ally." (Gilbert, 1963, 180). Winston Churchill, the deal's most famous critic, bitterly
remarked, "England has been offered a choice between war and shame. She has chosen shame,
and will get war."Munich is widely reviled today and is held up as the epitome of
appeasement, but historians still debate its effects on the Second World War, as well as
Neville Chamberlain's character and motivations. Some believe the attempted appeasement
of Nazi Germany hastened, or even caused, the mayhem occupying the next seven years.
Others believe that the pact merely failed to alter war's inevitable arrival in either
direction. Historians and authors alternately interpret Chamberlain as a bumbling,
arrogant fool, a strong-willed statesman who simply miscalculated the nature of Hitler
and Nazi Germany, or even a man with dictatorial ambitions surreptitiously inserting
himself into the Fuhrer's orbit and prevented from further damaging democracy only by his
fall and death from bowel cancer. Another possible interpretation, with considerable
documentary support, asserts Chamberlain wished to enlist Germany's aid against the state
most Europeans perceived as the true threat of the era, the Soviet Union.
On 30 September 1938 Neville Chamberlain flew back to London from his meeting at Munich
with the German Chancellor, Adolf Hitler. As he paused on the aircraft steps, he held
aloft the piece of paper which bore both his and the Führer's signature, the promise that
Britain and Germany would never go to war with one another again. He had returned
bringing 'Peace with honour - Peace for our Time.' Drawing on a wealth of original
archival material, David Faber sheds new light on this extraordinary story, tracing the
key incidents leading up to the meeting at Munich and its immediate aftermath: Lord
Halifax's ill-fated visit to Hitler; Chamberlain's secret negotiations with Mussolini,
and the Berlin scandal that rocked Hitler's régime. He takes us to Vienna, to the
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Sudetenland, and to Prague. In Berlin, we witness Hitler inexorably preparing for war;
and in London, we watch helplessly as Chamberlain makes one supreme effort after another
to appease Hitler.
A sweeping, groundbreaking epic that combines military with social history, to illuminate
the ways in which Great Britain and its people were permanently transformed by the Second
World War. Here is the many-faceted, world-historically significant story of Britain at
war. In looking closely at the military and political dimensions of the conflict's first
crucial years, Alan Allport tackles questions such as: Could the war have been avoided?
Could it have been lost? Were the strategic decisions the rights ones? How well did the
British organize and fight? How well did the British live up to their own values? What
difference did the war make in the end to the fate of the nation? In answering these and
other essential questions he focuses on the human contingencies of the war, weighing
directly at the roles of individuals and the outcomes determined by luck or chance.
Moreover, he looks intimately at the changes in wartime British society and culture.
Britain at Bay draws on a large cast of characters--from the leading statesmen and
military commanders who made the decisions, to the ordinary men, women, and children who
carried them out and lived through their consequences--in a comprehensible and compelling
single history of forty-six million people. For better or worse, much of Britain today is
ultimately the product of the experiences of 1938-1941.
Neville Chamberlain and the Development of the British Policy of Appeasement
Neville Chamberlain and the Policy of Appeasement
A Study in the Politics of History
Appeasement
Chamberlain and the Lost Peace
The Roots of Appeasement
"A new history of the British appeasement of the Third Reich on the eve of World War II"-Most strongly associated with Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, it is often stated that Britain’s policy of appeasement was instituted in the 1930s in the
hope of avoiding war with Hitler’s Nazi Germany. At the time, appeasement was viewed by many as a popular and seemingly pragmatic policy. In this
book the author sets out to show how appeasement was not a naïve attempt to secure a lasting peace by resolving German grievances, but a means of
Page 5/13

Read Online Neville Chamberlain Appeasement And The British Road To War New Frontiers In History By
Mcdonough Frank 1998 Paperback
buying time for rearmament. By the middle of the 1930s, British policy was based on the presumption that the balance of power had already dramatically
shifted in Germany’s favour. It was felt that Britain, chiefly for economic reasons, was unable to restore the balance, and that extensive concessions to
Germany would not satisfy Hitler, whose aggressive policies intensified the already high risk of war.. The only realistic option, and one that was clearly
adopted by Neville Chamberlain, was to try to influence the timing of the inevitable military confrontation and, in the meantime, pursue a steady and
economically sustainable program of rearmament. Appeasement would ‘buy’ that time for the British government. Crucially this strategy required
continuously updated and accurate information about the strength, current and future, of the German armed forces, especially the Luftwaffe, and an
understanding of their military strategy. Piercing the Nazis’ veil of secrecy was vital if the intelligence services were to build up a true picture of the extent
of German rearmament and the purposes to which it might be put. The many agents, codebreakers, and counter-espionage personnel played a vital role in
maximising the benefits that appeasement provided – even as war clouds continued to gather. These individuals were increasingly handed greater
responsibility in a bid to inform British statesmen now scrambling to prepare for a catastrophic confrontation with Germany. In Reading Hitler’s Mind,
Norman Ridley reveals the remarkable efforts made by the tiny, underfunded and often side-lined British intelligence services as they sought to inform those
whose role it was to make decisions upon which the wheels of history turned.
The Sunday Times Bestseller 'Astonishing' ANTONY BEEVOR 'One of the most promising young historians to enter our field for years' MAX HASTINGS
On a wet afternoon in September 1938, Neville Chamberlain stepped off an aeroplane and announced that his visit to Hitler had averted the greatest crisis
in recent memory. It was, he later assured the crowd in Downing Street, 'peace for our time'. Less than a year later, Germany invaded Poland and the
Second World War began. This is a vital new history of the disastrous years of indecision, failed diplomacy and parliamentary infighting that enabled Nazi
domination of Europe. Drawing on previously unseen sources, it sweeps from the advent of Hitler in 1933 to the beaches of Dunkirk, and presents an
unforgettable portrait of the ministers, aristocrats and amateur diplomats whose actions and inaction had devastating consequences. 'Brilliant and
sparkling . . . Reads like a thriller. I couldn't put it down' Peter Frankopan 'Vivid, detailed and utterly fascinating . . . This is political drama at its most
compelling' James Holland 'Bouverie skilfully traces each shameful step to war . . . in moving and dramatic detail' Sunday Telegraph
Appeasement's reputation as a bankrupt policy stems from the unpredictable catastrophes of the Russo-German Pact in 1939 and the Fall of France in
1940; in fact, it was an honourable, reasonable and sensible response to an appalling and unprecedented threat.
Neville Chamberlain and the Art of Appeasement
The Intelligence Failure that led to WW2
Appeasement and World War II
A novel
The Bell of Treason
Appeasement and Rearmament

Since the 1930s, appeasement has been labeled as a futile and possibly dangerous policy. In this landmark study,
Stephen Rock seeks to restore appeasement to its proper place as a legitimate—and potentially
successful—diplomatic strategy. Appeasement was discredited by Neville Chamberlain's disastrous attempt to
satisfy Adolf Hitler's territorial ambitions and avoid war in 1938. Rock argues, however, that there is very little
evidence to support the belief that dissatisfied states and their leaders cannot be appeased or that appeasement
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undermines a state's credibility in later attempts at deterrence. Rock looks at five case studies from the past 100
years, revealing under what conditions appeasement can achieve its goals. From British appeasement of the
United States near the beginning of the twentieth century to American conciliation of North Korea in the early
1990s, Rock concludes that appeasement succeeds or fails depending on the nature of the adversary, the nature
of the inducements used on the antagonist, and the existence of other incentives for the adversary to acquiesce.
Appeasement in International Politics suggests the type of appeasement strategy most appropriate for various
situations. The options range from pure inducements, reciprocity, to a mixture of inducements and threats. In
addition to this theoretical framework, Rock's explicit comparison of appeasement and deterrence offers
important guidelines for policymakers on when and how to implement a strategy of appeasement. At a time when
the strategy of engagement plays an increasingly central—and controversial—role in U.S. foreign policy,
Appeasement in International Politics reestablishes the long-discredited use of inducements as an effective
means of preventing conflict.
At a crucial point in the twentieth century, as Nazi Germany prepared for war, negotiations between Britain,
France, and the Soviet Union became the last chance to halt Hitler’s aggression. Incredibly, the French and
British governments dallied, talks failed, and in August 1939 the Soviet Union signed a nonaggression pact with
Germany. Michael Carley’s gripping account of these negotiations is not a pretty story. It is about the failures of
appeasement and collective security in Europe. It is about moral depravity and blindness, about villains and
cowards, and about heroes who stood against the intellectual and popular tides of their time. Some died for their
beliefs, others labored in obscurity and have been nearly forgotten. In 1939 they sought to make the Grand
Alliance that never was between France, Britain, and the Soviet Union. This story of their efforts is background
to the wartime alliance created in 1941 without France but with the United States in order to defeat a demonic
enemy. 1939 is based upon Mr. Carley’s longtime research on the period, including work in French, British, and
newly opened Soviet archives. He challenges prevailing interpretations of the origins of World War II by
situating 1939 at the end of the early cold war between the Soviet Union, France, and Britain, and by showing
how anti-communism was the major cause of the failure to form an alliance against Hitler. 1939 was published
on September 1, the sixtieth anniversary of the Nazi invasion of Poland and the start of the war.
Neville Chamberlain, Appeasement, and the British Road to WarManchester University Press
A NEW YORK TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE • SUNDAY TIMES (UK) BESTSELLER • A gripping new history of the
British appeasement of Hitler on the eve of World War II “An eye-opening narrative that makes for exciting but
at times uncomfortable reading as one reflects on possible lessons for the present.”—Antonia Fraser, author of
Mary Queen of Scots On a wet afternoon in September 1938, Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain stepped off an
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airplane and announced that his visit to Hitler had averted the greatest crisis in recent memory. It was, he later
assured the crowd in Downing Street, "peace for our time." Less than a year later, Germany invaded Poland and
the Second World War began. Appeasement is a groundbreaking history of the disastrous years of indecision,
failed diplomacy and parliamentary infighting that enabled Hitler's domination of Europe. Drawing on deep
archival research and sources not previously seen by historians, Tim Bouverie has created an unforgettable
portrait of the ministers, aristocrats, and amateur diplomats who, through their actions and inaction, shaped
their country's policy and determined the fate of Europe. Beginning with the advent of Hitler in 1933, we embark
on a fascinating journey from the early days of the Third Reich to the beaches of Dunkirk. Bouverie takes us not
only into the backrooms of Parliament and 10 Downing Street but also into the drawing rooms and dining clubs
of fading imperial Britain, where Hitler enjoyed surprising support among the ruling class and even some
members of the royal family. Both sweeping and intimate, Appeasement is not only an eye-opening history but a
timeless lesson on the challenges of standing up to aggression and authoritarianism--and the calamity that
results from failing to do so.
Neville Chamberlain, Sir Horace Wilson, & Britain's Plight of Appeasement: 1937-1939
The Munich Agreement of 1938
Appeasement in International Politics
Chamberlain, Churchill and the Road to War
British Policy and the Coming of the Second World War
Neville Chamberlain and the Origins of the Second World War
A radically new view of the British policy of appeasement in the late 1930s, identifying the individuals responsible
for a variety of miscalculations and moral surrender that made World War II inevitable. Appeasement failed in all
its goals. The kindest thing that can be said of it is that postponed World War II by one year. Its real effect was to
convince Hitler and Mussolini that Britain was weak and afraid of confrontation, encouraging them to evergreater acts of aggression. Chamberlain and Wilson blindly pursued bilateral friendship between Britain and the
dictators and ferociously resisted alternative policies such as working with France, the Soviet Union, or the U.S.
to face down the dictators. They resisted all-out rearmament which would have put the economy on a war footing.
These were all the policies advocated by Winston Churchill, the most dangerous opponent of appeasement.
Neither Chamberlain nor Wilson had any experience of day-to-day practical diplomacy. Both thought that the
dictators would apply the same standards of rationality and clarity to the policies of Italy and Germany that
applied in Britain. They could not grasp that Fascist demagogues operated in an entirely different way to
democratic politicians. The catastrophe of the Chamberlain/Wilson appeasement policy offers a vital lesson in
Page 8/13

Read Online Neville Chamberlain Appeasement And The British Road To War New Frontiers In History By
Mcdonough Frank 1998 Paperback
how blind conviction in one policy as the only alternative can be fatally damaging.
Written directly from archival sources, this book offers the student new perspectives on the man who dominated
the making of British policy before and after his "triumph" at Munich in September 1938 - Neville Chamberlain.
It considers his personality, his aims and his methods.
An in-depth look at the misguided foreign policy of appeasement towards Hitler and the Third Reich during
World War II—from a world renowned historian. World War II and its attendant horrors arguably began in the
British policy of appeasement of the Nazi rise to power between the First and Second World Wars. In this
compelling work, Martin Gilbert walks the reader through several decades of behavior that, in retrospect, is hard
to accept. Gilbert’s incisive focus on primary sources uncovers the real reasons for the appeasement policy, from
the search for a just peace to attempts to avoid another war at all costs—illuminating the historical
underpinnings of a fatally flawed policy and its tragic consequences for the Jewish people. This book also
contains a chronology of appeasement policy as well as five specially drawn maps and five appendices—including
a transcript of British statesman and politician David Lloyd George’s conversation with Hitler at Berchtesgaden
in 1936.
A biography reassessing the man whose name became a synonym for appeasement: “An important read for
anyone with an interest in the prelude to World War II.” —The NYMAS Review Neville Chamberlain has gone
down in history as the architect of appeasement, the prime minister who by sacrificing Czechoslovakia at Munich
in September 1938 put Britain on an inevitable path to war. In this radical new appraisal of one of the most
vilified politicians of the twentieth century, historian Nicholas Milton claims that by placating Hitler,
Chamberlain not only reflected public opinion but also embraced the zeitgeist of the time. Chamberlain also
bought Britain vital time to rearm when Hitler’s military machine was at its zenith. It is with the hindsight of
history that we understand Chamberlain’s failure to ultimately prevent a war from happening. Yet by placing him
within the context of his time, this fascinating new history provides a unique perspective into the lives and
mindset of the people of Britain during the lead up to the Second World War. Never before have Chamberlain’s
letters been accessed to tell the story of his life and work. They shed new light on his complex character and
enable us to consider Chamberlain the man, not just the statesman. His role as a pioneer of conservation is
revealed, alongside his work in improving midwifery and championing the introduction of widows’ pensions.
Neville Chamberlain’s Legacy is a reminder that there is often more to political figures than many a quick
judgment allows.
Hitler's Enabler: Neville Chamberlain and the Origins of the Second World War
Neville Chamberlain Vs Anthony Eden, Britain's Policy of Appeasement from May 1937 to February 1938
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The 1938 Appeasement Crisis
Neville Chamberlain, Appeasement, and the British Road to War
Hitler, Munich and the Path to War
Pride, Prejudice, and Politics

"The book details the course of that historiographical debate, beginning with the earliest accounts on appeasement from
l938 through 1940.".
Drawing on a wealth of previously unexamined material, this staggering account sheds new light on the Allies’
responsibility for a landmark agreement that had dire consequences. On returning from Germany on September 30,
1938, after signing an agreement with Hitler on the carve-up of Czechoslovakia, Neville Chamberlain addressed the
British crowds: “My good friends…I believe it is peace for our time. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Go home
and get a nice quiet sleep.” Winston Churchill rejoined: “You have chosen dishonor and you will have war.” P. E.
Caquet’s history of the events leading to the Munich Agreement and its aftermath is told for the first time from the point
of view of the peoples of Czechoslovakia. Basing his work on previously unexamined sources, including press, memoirs,
private journals, army plans, cabinet records, and radio, Caquet presents one of the most shameful episodes in modern
European history. Among his most explosive revelations is the strength of the French and Czechoslovak forces before
Munich; Germany’s dominance turns out to have been an illusion. The case for appeasement never existed. The result
is a nail-biting story of diplomatic intrigue, perhaps the nearest thing to a morality play that history ever furnishes. The
Czechoslovak authorities were Cassandras in their own country, the only ones who could see Hitler’s threat for what it
was, and appeasement as the disaster it proved to be. In Caquet’s devastating account, their doomed struggle against
extinction and the complacency of their notional allies finally gets the memorial it deserves.
In Fighting Churchill, Appeasing Hitler Adrian Phillips presents a radical new view of the British policy of appeasement in
the late 1930s. No one doubts that appeasement failed, but Phillips shows that it caused active harm – even sabotaging
Britain’s preparations for war. He goes far further than previous historians in identifying the individuals responsible for a
catalogue of miscalculations, deviousness and moral surrender that made the Second World War inevitable, and
highlights the alternative policies that might have prevented it. Phillips outlines how Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain
and his chief advisor, Sir Horace Wilson, formed a fatally inept two-man foreign-policy machine that was immune to any
objective examination, criticism or assessment – ruthlessly manipulating the media to support appeasement while batting
aside policies advocated by Winston Churchill, the most vocal opponent of appeasement. Churchill understood that Hitler
was the implacable enemy of peace – and Britain – but Chamberlain and Wilson were terrified that any display of
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firmness would provoke him. For the first time, Phillips brings to light how Wilson and Churchill had been enemies since
an incident early in their careers, and how, eventually, opposing Churchill became an end in itself. Featuring new
revelations about the personalities involved and the shameful manipulations and betrayals that went into appeasement,
including an attempt to buy Hitler off with a ruthless colonialist deal in Africa, Fighting Churchill, Appeasing Hitler shines a
compelling and original light on one of the darkest hours in British diplomatic history.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the bestselling author of V2 and Fatherland—a WWII-era spy thriller set
against the backdrop of the fateful Munich Conference of September 1938. Now a Netflix film starring Jeremy Irons. With
this electrifying novel about treason and conscience, loyalty and betrayal, "Harris has brought history to life with
exceptional skill" (The Washington Post). Hugh Legat is a rising star of the British diplomatic service, serving at 10
Downing Street as a private secretary to the Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain. Paul von Hartmann is on the staff of
the German Foreign Office--and secretly a member of the anti-Hitler resistance. The two men were friends at Oxford in
the 1920s, but have not been in contact since. Now, when Hugh flies with Chamberlain from London to Munich, and
Hartmann travels on Hitler's train overnight from Berlin, their paths are set on a disastrous collision course. And once
again, Robert Harris gives us actual events of historical importance--here are Hitler, Chamberlain, Mussolini, Daladier--at
the heart of an electrifying, unputdownable novel.
The Epic Story of the Second World War, 1938-1941
Britain at Bay
Fifty Years of Conflict
Fighting Churchill, Appeasing Hitler
Neville Chamberlain and Appeasement
Munich, 1938
Standing against conventional wisdom, historian James Levy reevaluates Britain's twin policies of appeasement and rearmament in the late 1930s. By
carefully examining the political and economic environment of the times, Levy argues that Neville Chamberlain crafted an active, logical and morally
defensible foreign policy designed to avoid and deter a potentially devastating war. Levy shows that through Chamberlain's experience as Chancellor of the
Exchequer, he knew that Britain had not yet fully recovered from the first World War and the longer an international confrontation could be avoided, the
better Britain's chances of weathering the storm. In the end, Hitler could be neither appeased nor deterred, and recognizing this, Britain and France went
into war better armed and better prepared to fight.
Neville Chamberlain, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom until 1940, is identified with the policy of 'appeasement' towards Adolf Hitler's Germany in
the period preceding World War II. In this new study Dr Andrew Elsby assesses the different explanations of appeasement.
Traces the career of Britain's preWorld War II prime minister
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Based largely on Neville Chamberlain's own words and official government documents, this book describes how were it not for Chamberlain's powerful,
dominating presence in the British government, World War II might have been avoided. • Describes how Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain's policy of
appeasement with Germany brought England unprepared to the brink of conflict—a historic lesson that has value and relevance today for those studying
relationships in the Middle East • Addresses why Chamberlain took chances with British national security, how he sabotaged talks with the Russians, and
how he misled his colleagues down the path of appeasement • Draws information from primary sources such as Chamberlain's diary, his faithful exchange
of weekly letters with his sisters, and the weekly Cabinet minutes to provide a more complete understanding of events
A Biography
Reading Hitler's Mind
Neville Chamberlain's Legacy
The History of the Peace Pact That Failed to Prevent World War II
Neville Chamberlain
An engaging range of period texts and theme books for AS and A Level history. This book examines the key
roles played by Adolf Hitler and Neville Chamberlain in the events that led to the outbreak of the
Second World War. It looks at Hitler's foreign-policy aims, why appeasement became British foreign
policy and, most extensively, the role of Chamberlain and appeasement in the unfolding international
crisis of the late 1930s. Using a wide range of primary sources, Frank McDonough offers a generally
critical interpretation of Chamberlain and appeasement, and suggests that standing up to Hitler earlier
may have prevented war. The book also features a detailed analysis of the historical debates surrounding
the issue of appeasement.
Most studies of World War II assume that it was, in some way, a triumph for Britain. John Charmley's
important new reappraisal of the immediate origins of the war is based on extensive new work in the
Chamberlain papers. It starts from Chamberlain's belief that even a victorious war would be a
disaster—it would destroy the foundations of British power and hand over Europe to Russian domination.
Reconstructing Chamberlain's policy assumptions, Mr. Charmley argues that they were neither naïve nor
foolish. While focusing on the prime minister's personality, he also shows that Chamberlain's views were
shared by many other leading politicians and diplomats. Mr. Charmley thus resurrects a whole school of
thought on foreign policy which was forgotten in the wake of Churchill's triumph. Unlike Churchill,
Chamberlain was not prepared to gamble an empire; but events produced, according to Mr. Charmley, indeed
a “human tragedy.” Early British reviews of the book have called it “important,” “entertaining and
absorbing,” “concise and spirited,” and “provocative.” The Guardian wrote: “Chamberlain hardly emerges a
hero from these pages, but at least there is no excuse left for regarding him as no more than a wimp in
a wing-collar.”
Neville Chamberlain's policy of appeasing Hitler's Germany has been widely condemned. However,
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historians (and politicians) have been divided about the viability of alternative courses of action.
Andrew David Stedman's illuminating new study of British foreign policy before World War II
systematically analyses the various alternatives to appeasement - from isolationism to collective
security to outright war - and examines their origins, risks and feasibility. It surveys the advocates
of other strategies - including key thinkers and decision-makers such as Churchill, Eden, Amery,
Beaverbrook and Halifax - and outlines the complexities of the decisions they faced, which have
previously been largely overlooked. Marking a valuable new contribution to appeasement historiography,
this is the first work to synthesise all the alternatives available to Chamberlain, as well as
illuminating policy debate within the British government. Stedman provides a vigorous analysis of
Chamberlain's assessment of each rival policy, and shows why ultimately, he opted for appeasement. Also
contributing to debates on the use of appeasement in the modern world, this book will be essential
reading for historians of World War II and the twentieth century, as well as scholars of International
Relations
On September 30, 1938, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain flew back to London from his meeting
in Munich with German Chancellor Adolf Hitler. As he disembarked from the aircraft, he held aloft a
piece of paper, which contained the promise that Britain and Germany would never go to war with one
another again. He had returned bringing “Peace with honour—Peace for our time.” Drawing on a wealth of
archival material, acclaimed historian David Faber delivers a sweeping reassessment of the extraordinary
events of 1938, tracing the key incidents leading up to the Munich Conference and its immediate
aftermath: Lord Halifax’s ill-fated meeting with Hitler; Chamberlain’s secret discussions with
Mussolini; and the Berlin scandal that rocked Hitler’s regime. He takes us to Vienna, to the
Sudentenland, and to Prague. In Berlin, we witness Hitler inexorably preparing for war, even in the face
of opposition from his own generals; in London, we watch as Chamberlain makes one supreme effort after
another to appease Hitler. Resonating with an insider’s feel for the political infighting Faber
uncovers, Munich, 1938 transports us to the war rooms and bunkers, revealing the covert negotiations and
scandals upon which the world’s fate would rest. It is modern history writing at its best.
Munich
Britain, 1936-1939
A Reassessment of Neville Chamberlain's Appeasement Policies
Neville Chamberlain and British Rearmament
Alternatives to Appeasement
The Alliance That Never Was and the Coming of World War II
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