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Many attack pop culture as a crude 'sexual' and 'celebrity-
based' culture that is purportedly bringing about the end of
moral values. Renowned semiotician Marcel Danesi adds his
signature insight to the debate by delving deep into pop
culture through a consideration of symbols. Danesi's
treatment of letters, such as the X in 'X-Rated,' the 'i' in
'iPod,' and other such symbols, reveals an ancient mythic
structure that blends the sacred and profane dimensions of
human psychic life. Danesi takes the reader on a remarkable
exploration of the radical turns in American society, a
society in which the search for pleasure and sexual
expression often reign supreme. X-Rated! is a fascinating
trip through what gives pop culture its secret appeal.
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This is an excellent and useful introduction to basic
semiotic ideas and analytical techniques. It shows how
semiotics increases the ability to know oneself.
From the long-stemmed pipe to snuff, the water pipe, hand-
rolled cigarettes, and finally, manufactured cigarettes, the
history of tobacco in China is the fascinating story of a
commodity that became a hallmark of modern mass consumerism.
Carol Benedict follows the spread of Chinese tobacco use
from the sixteenth century, when it was introduced to China
from the New World, through the development of
commercialized tobacco cultivation, and to the present day.
Along the way, she analyzes the factors that have shaped
China’s highly gendered tobacco cultures, and shows how they
have evolved within a broad, comparative world-historical
framework. Drawing from a wealth of historical
sources—gazetteers, literati jottings (biji), Chinese
materia medica, Qing poetry, modern short stories, late Qing
and early Republican newspapers, travel memoirs, social
surveys, advertisements, and more—Golden-Silk Smoke not only
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uncovers the long and dynamic history of tobacco in China
but also sheds new light on global histories of fashion and
consumption.
The flame of love burns bright in the second book of Sharon
M. Draper’s award-winning Hazelwood High trilogy. When
Gerald was a child he was fascinated by fire. But fire is
dangerous and powerful, and tragedy strikes. His substance-
addicted mother is taken from him. Then he loses the loving
generosity of a favorite aunt, and a brutal stepfather with
a flaming temper and an evil secret makes his life
miserable. The one bright light in Gerald's life is his
little half sister, Angel, whom he struggles to protect from
her father, who is abusing her. Somehow Gerald manages to
finds success as a member of the Hazelwood Tigers basketball
team, and Angel develops her talents as a dancer, despite
the trouble that still haunts them. And Gerald learns,
painfully, that young friends can die and old enemies must
be faced. In the end he must stand up to his stepfather
alone in a blazing confrontation. In this second book of the
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Hazelwood High trilogy, Sharon M. Draper has woven
characters and events from Tears of a Tiger in an
unflinchingly realistic portrayal of poverty and child
abuse. It is an inspiring story of a young man who rises
above the tragic circumstances of his life by drawing on the
love and strength of family and friends.
Forged by Fire
Looking for Harvey Weinstein
Tropics of Teaching
Dangerous Waters
My Path to a Meaningful Life
My Little Red Book
Crystal Downing brings the postmodern theory of semiotics within reach for
today's evangelists. Following the idea of the sign through Scripture, church
history and the academy, Downing shows you how signs work and how
sensitivity to their dynamics can make or break an attempt to communicate truth.
Don't just treat your foot pain—strengthen your feet to prevent it. Back with an
expanded edition of her popular book Every Woman's Guide to Foot Pain Relief,
biomechanist Katy Bowman has created a new version for both men and women
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in all walks of life. With updated material and new visuals that illustrate exactly
how to strengthen and mobilize your feet, Simple Steps to Foot Pain Relief will
show you how to change the way you move your body to prevent pain, heal your
feet, and halt damage to the rest of your body. Bowman's simple, accessible,
innovative program will help you naturally address lower-leg and foot issues such
as: - Hammertoes - Bunions - Plantar fasciitis - Poor posture and alignment
Bowman walks you gently through exercises to strengthen your feet, what shoes
you should (and should not) be wearing, and how these choices affect your
overall foot—and whole-body!—health. Simple Steps to Foot Pain Relief will teach
you how healthy feet work optimally and help you put your best foot forward on
the path toward moving with greater ease.
A hilarious documented account of a three-year journey through Hollywood,
promoting the modern day Michelangelo to the elusive celebrity, in the cultural
vacuum known to the outside world as LA.
In a whimsical memoir, the author of Five Men Who Broke My Heart, describes
how she quit smoking after more than twenty years and eliminated other self-
destructive habits--including alcohol, dope, gum, bread, and her
psychiatrist--from her life. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
Mathematics in Ten Great Ideas
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Why it Sells
The Power Notebooks
The History of the Kiss
Lighting Up
Maggie by the Book
Elizabeth A. Kaye specializes in communications as part of her coaching and consulting
practice. She has edited Requirements for Certification since the 2000-01 edition.
Although we now have sophisticated algorithms and techniques for determining the shapes
and sizes and for matching the fit between shoes and feet, few, if any, of the books currently
available cover these new technologies until now. Bringing together high-quality and state-of-
the-art contributions from designers, biomechanists, ergonomists, enginee
"The Quest for Meaning" is designed as a guide to basic semiotic theory and practice,
discussing and illustrating the main trends, ideas, and figures of semiotics.
Marcel Danesi is an entertaining and insightful tour guide to decoding the messages woven
into the advertisements, commercials, brand names, and logos we see on a daily basis.
Guiding readers through the basics of how to interpret ads, Danesi explores everything from
product and package design to jingles, cyberadvertising, ad campaigns, global impacts,
culture jamming, and advertising effects. Why It Sells will fascinate and inform all readers
interested in how ads, marketing, and branding take hold in the consumer psyche.
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The Science of Footwear
Brands
Decoding the Meanings of Brand Names, Logos, Ads, and Other Marketing and Advertising
Ploys
Lessons
Advances in Affective and Pleasurable Design
The Birth of Popular Culture
How and when did the kiss become a vital sign of romance and
love? In this wide-ranging book, pop culture expert Marcel Danesi
takes the reader on a fascinating journey through the history of the
kiss, from poetry and painting to movies and popular songs, and
argues that its romantic incarnation signaled the birth of popular
culture.
What's more romantic than two people embracing, looking into each
other's eyes, and kissing each other? But how should we make
sense of this iconic act? How and when did it become a vital sign of
romance and love? When the kiss first started to appear in
narratives, poetry, and the songs of the medieval period, it was as
something desirable, yet forbidden. Since then it has evolved into a
symbol of love-making in the popular imagination. In this
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provocative book, pop culture expert Marcel Danesi explores how
the kiss emerged as an act of betrayal and raw sensuality, in
defiance of its spiritual and religious functions, and from there
evolved into the amorous cultural gesture we know today. He takes
the reader on a fascinating journey through the history of the kiss,
from early poems and paintings to current movies and popular
songs, and argues that its romantic incarnation signaled the birth
of popular culture.
The continual growth in the significance of mass-mediated
communication makes it essential that we are able to reflect upon
and critically appreciate the semiotic processes that are involved in
their impact upon social and cultural life. This edited collection
showcases a range of diverse approaches to the analysis of various
forms of mediated communications, including varying degrees of
attention to their associated textual, discursive and social
practices. Individual contributions are devoted to exploring, in
analytical depth, multiple dimensions of each of the following
media: newspaper articles, magazines (both historical advertising
and contemporary editorial discourse), television (both situation
comedy and "reality" TV programmes), books (covers and content in
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two genres), political leaflets, and a flight simulation computer
game. The collection will be an important resource for scholars and
students within disciplines including communication studies,
sociology, media studies, cultural studies, discourse studies, and
journalism studies. This book was published as a special issue of
Social Semiotics.
Why do people routinely risk their health by smoking cigarettes?
Why do some females make walking a struggle by donning high
heels? In a fully updated edition, the author attempts to answer
such questions by explaining the discipline that endeavors to
understand the human meaning quest: semiotics.
The Puzzle Instinct
The Cigarette Book
X-Rated!
Pythagoras' Legacy
Of Cigarettes, High Heels, and Other Interesting Things
Spike Heels
Publisher Fact Sheet Recalling Stephen Pinker's The Language Instinct, the
author argues that humans are born with an "instinct for puzzles" that
betrays a larger search for the meaning of life. This "instinct" has led to
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discoveries in mathematics and science, as well as revolutions in
philosophical thought.
Of Cigarettes, High Heels, and Other Interesting ThingsAn Introduction to
SemioticsSpringer
In her debut collection, Rome-based writer and correspondent Megan K.
Williams serves up the Eternal City as you've never seen it before, turning
an insider's eye on the love, mystery and unholy chaos of Rome. In nine
funny and insightful stories, Williams delves into the lives of women
searching for meaning (and survival) in an ancient metropolis awhirl in
honking Fiats, smouldering cigarettes and teetering high heels. Piercing,
quirky, hilarious and heartbreaking, Saving Rome's women are trapped in a
new-millennium Roman circus sideshow. One follows her husband to Italy
only to become obsessed with an eccentric pet-shop owner. Another, a
rattled mother, gives a carabiniere officer the finger over a parking dispute,
and is horrified when he trails her home. Not to mention the jilted
innamorata who pushes her tour-guide host to the thin edge of sanity.
Coerced by Alexandre Drake--one of her fictional characters who has
become all too real--to attend a writer's conference, author Maggie Kelly is
faced with murderous fanatics, backstabbing colleagues, and NYPD
Lieutenant Steve Wendell. Reprint.
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A History of Tobacco in China, 1550–2010
Encyclopedia of Media and Communication
Italian Now! Level 1: L'italiano d'oggi!
High Heels and Holidays
The Quest for Meaning
A Guide to Semiotic Theory and Practice
The first comprehensive encyclopedia for the growing fields of media and
communication studies, the Encyclopedia of Media and Communication is an essential
resource for beginners and seasoned academics alike. Contributions from over fifty
experts and practitioners provide an accessible introduction to these disciplines' most
important concepts, figures, and schools of thought – from Jean Baudrillard to Tim
Berners Lee, and podcasting to Peircean semiotics. Detailed and up-to-date, the
Encyclopedia of Media and Communication synthesizes a wide array of works and
perspectives on the making of meaning. The appendix includes timelines covering the
whole historical record for each medium, from either antiquity or their inception to the
present day. Each entry also features a bibliography linking readers to relevant
resources for further reading. The most coherent treatment yet of these fields, the
Encyclopedia of Media and Communication promises to be the standard reference text
for the next generation of media and communication students and scholars.
"Pygmalion goes awry in contemporary comedy of manners which explores sexual
harassment, misplaced amour and the possibility of a four sided love
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triangle."--Doollee.com.
Warning signs are all around us. In ancient Egypt, tombs were lavishly adorned with
signs and symbols warning of the dire consequences that would befall any robbers and
thieves. And yet these signs were often read as provocations and challenges. Why was
this? And how could we more effectively communicate dangers from our world, such as
toxic waste, to future civilizations? This book examines and evaluates the kinds of
signs, symbols, narratives and other semiotic strategies humans have used across time
to communicate the sense of danger. From paleolithic cave art and ancient monuments
to the dangers of nuclear waste, carbon emissions and other pollution, Marcel Danesi
explores how danger has been encoded in language, discourse, and symbolism. At the
same time, the book puts forward a plan for a more effective 'semiotising' of risk and
peril, calling on linguists, semioticians and agencies to face up our collective
responsibilities, and work together to more clearly communicate vitally important
warnings about the dangers we've left behind to civilizations beyond the semiotic gap.
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were
their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary and their four children lived like
nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a
charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination,
teaching them how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary painted and wrote and couldn't
stand the responsibility of providing for her family. When the money ran out, the Walls
retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town Rex had tried to escape. As the
dysfunction escalated, the children had to fend for themselves, supporting one another
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as they found the resources and will to leave home. Yet Walls describes her parents
with deep affection in this tale of unconditional love in a family that, despite its
profound flaws, gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life. -- From
publisher description.
Simple Steps to Foot Pain Relief

Youth Culture and the Evolution of Modern Society
Changing Signs of Truth
The New Science of Healthy Feet
Warning Signs
MY LITTLE RED BOOK is an anthology of stories about first periods, collected from women of all ages
from around the world. The accounts range from light-hearted (the editor got hers while water skiing in
a yellow bathing suit) to heart-stopping (a first period discovered just as one girl was about to be strip-
searched by the Nazis). The contributors include well-known women writers (Meg Cabot, Erica Jong,
Gloria Steinem, Cecily von Ziegesar), alongside today's teens. And while the authors differ in race, faith,
or cultural background, their stories share a common bond: they are all accessible, deeply honest, and
highly informative. Whatever a girl experiences or expects, she'll find stories that speak to her thoughts
and feelings. Ultimately, MY LITTLE READ BOOK is more than a collection of stories. It is a call for a
change in attitude, for a new way of seeing periods. In a time when the taboo around menstruation
seems to be one of the few left standing, it makes a difficult subject easier to talk about, and helps girls
feel proud instead of embarrassed or ashamed. By revealing what it feels like to undergo this experience
first hand, and giving women the chance to explain their feelings in their own words, it aims to provide
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support, entertainment, and a starting point for discussion for mothers and daughters everywhere. It is a
book every girl should have. Period.
The instant New York Times bestseller Supermodel and philanthropist Gisele Bündchen shares personal
stories, insights, and photos to explore lessons that have helped shape her life. Gisele Bündchen's
journey began in southern Brazil, growing up with five sisters, playing volleyball, and rescuing the dogs
and cats around her hometown. In fact, she wanted to become either a professional volley player or a
veterinarian. But at the age of 14, fate suddenly intervened in in the form of a modeling scout, who
spotted her in São Paulo. Four years later, Gisele's appearance in Alexander McQueen's memorably
rain-soaked London runway show in the spring 1998 launched her spectacular career as a fashion
model, and put an end to the "heroin chic" era of fashion. Since then, Gisele has appeared in almost 400
ad campaigns and on over 1200 magazine covers. She has walked in more than 470 fashion shows for
the most influential brands in the world. Gisele has become an icon, leaving a lasting mark on the
fashion industry. But until now, few people have gotten to know the real Gisele, a woman whose private
life stands in dramatic contrast to her public image. In Lessons, she reveals for the first time who she
really is and what she's learned over the past 37 years to help her live a meaningful life--a journey that
takes readers from a childhood spent barefoot in small-town Brazil, to an internationally successful
career, motherhood and marriage to quarterback Tom Brady. A work of great openness and
vulnerability, Lessons reveals the inner life of a very public woman.
This updated worktext for high school and college introductory courses emphasizes functional use of
conversational and written Italian with extensive use of fill-in exercises, matching columns, word
puzzles, dialogues, and more. Students will also get a review of basic grammar, vocabulary, verb forms,
idioms, and sentence structure. Additional features include lists of irregular verbs and Italian-English
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and English-Italian glossaries. Answers for all exercises, quizzes, and puzzles are presented at the back
of the book. Line illustrations throughout.
This book deals with one the most interesting aspects of human life—the search for meaning. It discusses
how the science of semiotics is equipped to provide insight on what meaning is and how we produce it.
Why is it that certain people routinely put their survival at risk by smoking? Why is it that some women
make locomotion difficult for themselves by donning high-heel footwear? Are there unconscious forces
at work behind such strange behaviors? This book will attempt to answer such questions by claiming
that these behaviors are meaningful in culture-specific ways. The discipline that studies such behaviors
and their relation to meanings is called semiotics. Semiotics probes the human condition in its own
peculiar way, by unraveling the meanings of signs, which motivate not only the wearing of high heel
shoes, but also the construction of words and art forms. Now in its third edition, this landmark
introduction to semiotics has been updated with a wealth of new content, focusing on the many
developments in digital culture since the previous edition. With the addition of topics such as memes,
Selfies, social media profiles, and even Mafia discourse, the new edition comprehensively covers new
trends in culture while streamlining treatments of basic semiotics contents.
Memes and the Future of Pop Culture
A Memoir
The History of the Kiss!
Analysing Media Discourses
The Feminine Ideal
A Christian Introduction to the Semiotics of Communication
Katie Roiphe, culture writer and author of The Morning After, shares a “beautifully
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written” (The New York Times Book Review) “astute memoir [that] reverberates
with rich prose, crisp pacing, and self-compassion” (Publishers Weekly) and an
essential discussion of how strong women experience their power. Told in a series of
notebook entries, Roiphe weaves her often fraught personal experiences with
divorce, single motherhood, and relationships with insights into the lives and loves of
famous writers such as Sylvia Plath and Simone de Beauvoir. She dissects the way she
and other ordinary, powerful women have subjugated their own power time and
time again, and she probes brilliantly at the tricky, uncomfortable question of why.
“Although Ms. Roiphe seems to be exposing her vulnerabilities here, she is actually,
once again, demonstrating her unique brand of fearlessness” (The Wall Street
Journal). The Power Notebooks is Roiphe’s most vital, thought-provoking, and
emotionally intimate work yet.
The world changed in 1956, permanently. So says Marcel Danesi in this exciting new
history of youth culture and its impact on Western society. From the recording of Elvis
Presley's "Heartbreak Hotel" in that year, through the hippie movement, punk, goth,
hip-hop, and others, youth culture has radically reshaped our world.
“A truthful and learned treasury of musings on the miracle drug.”̶Beryl
Bainbridge
This imaginatively presented course is useful to those outside a classroom
environment who want to begin learning Italian, as well as those students of Italian
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who wish to supplement their studies to better their grades and increase language
proficiency.
An Introduction to Semiotics
Productivity, Warfare, and Priesthood
The Power of Mythic Symbolism in Popular Culture
The Semiotics of Danger
Golden-Silk Smoke
The Semiotics of Love
The Semiotics of Love brings together work on early symbolism, literary practices,
and contemporary communication on the theme of romance and the idea of love to
forge an understanding of the semiotic-cultural side of romance. Moving beyond
psychological and neuroscientific scholarly analyses of love, Marcel Danesi works
to interrogate the cultural constructions of love across societies. This book analyzes
romantic love from the general perspective of semiotics—that is, from its more
generic interpretive angle, rather than its more technical one. The specific analytical
lens used is based on the notion that we convert our feeling structures into sign
structures (words, symbols) and sign-based constructions (texts, rituals, etc.),
which then allow us to reflect upon something cognitively, rather than just
experience it physically and emotionally.
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Pop culture may be on the verge of disappearing because of the advent of meme
culture as a major platform for the delivery of trends in the arts.
As the famous Pythagorean statement reads, 'Number rules the universe', and its
veracity is proven in the many mathematical discoveries that have accelerated the
development of science, engineering, and even philosophy. A so called ",
mathematics has guided and stimulated many aspects of human innovation down
through the centuries. In this book, Marcel Danesi presents a historical overview of
the ten greatest achievements in mathematics, and dynamically explores their
importance and effects on our daily lives. Considered as a chain of events rather
than isolated incidents, Danesi takes us from the beginnings of modern day
mathematics with Pythagoras, through the concept of zero, right the way up to
modern computational algorithms. Loaded with thought-provoking practical
exercises and puzzles, Pythagoras' Legacy allows the reader to apply their
knowledge and discover the significance of mathematics in their everyday lives.
Danesi discusses brands such as Coca-Cola, McDonald's, Absolut Vodka, Apple,
Gucci and Chanel. He explores the rise of the anti-brand movement and its
challenges to the dominance of global brands such as Gap and Nike.
Geeks, Goths, and Gangstas
Saving Rome
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The History and Culture of Smoking
How I Stopped Smoking, Drinking, and Everything Else I Loved in Life Except Sex
The Glass Castle
The Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life
While sailing alone one night in the shipping lanes across one of the
busiest waterways in the world, John Burnett was attacked by pirates.
Through sheer ingenuity and a little bit of luck, he survived, and his
shocking firsthand experience became the inspiration for Dangerous
Waters. Today's breed of pirates are not the colorful cutthroats
painted by the history books. Unlike the romantic images from
yesteryear of Captain Hook, Long John Silver, and Blackbeard, modern
pirates can be local seamen looking for a quick score, highly trained
guerrillas, rogue military units, or former seafarers recruited by
sophisticated crime organizations. Including new, up-to-date
information for the paperback edition, Dangerous Waters is both a
dauntless investigation and an epic, breathtaking modern tale of the
sea.
This volume discusses pleasurable design — a part of the traditional
usability design and evaluation methodologies. The book emphasizes the
importance of designing products and services to maximize user
satisfaction. By combining this with traditional usability methods it
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increases the appeal of products and use of services.
Based on the premise that deconstruction and demystification are a
necessary counterforce to 'shared myths', Tochon offers a provocative
assessment of mass educational concepts and teacher education,
proposing a rethinking of pedagogy in general.
Spending their first Christmas together, mystery author Maggie Kelly
and Alexandre, Viscount Saint Just, find their holiday bliss shattered
by death threats from a deranged fan who is targeting the authors,
including Maggie, who contributed to a horrible mystery collection.
Reprint.
Italian the Easy Way
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