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Essays discuss the legal and ethical issues related to physician-assisted sucicide, the work of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian, and lethal prescriptions for the terminally ill
This central volume in the Collected Essays brings together John Finnis's wide-ranging contribution
to central issues in political philosophy. The volume begins by examining the general theory of
political community and social justice. It includes the powerful and well-known Maccabaean Lecture
on Bills of Rights — a searching critique of Ronald Dworkin's moral-political arguments and
conclusions, of the European Court of Human Rights' approach to fundamental rights, and of
judicial review as a constitutional institution. It is followed by an equally searching analysis of Kant's
thought on the intersection of law, right, and ethics. Other papers in the book's opening section
include an early assessment of Rawls's A Theory of Justice, a radical re-interpretation of Aquinas on
limited government and the significance of the private/public distinction, and a challenging paper on
virtue and the constitution. The volume then focuses on central problems in modern political
communities, including the achievement of justice in work and distribution; the practice of
punishment; war and justice; the public control of euthanasia and abortion; and the nature of
marriage and the common good. There are careful and vigorous critiques of Nietzsche on morality,
Hart on punishment, Dworkin on the enforcement of morality and on euthanasia, Rawls on justice
and law, Thomson on the woman's right to choose, Habermas on abortion, Nussbaum and
Koppelman on same-sex relations, and Dummett and Weithman on open borders. The volume's
previously unpublished papers include a foundational consideration of labour unions, a fresh
statement of a new grounding for the morality of sex, a surprising reading of C.S. Lewis's Abolition
of Man on contraception, and an introduction reviewing some of the remarkable changes in private
and public morality over the past half-century.
Recent high-profile cases of terminally-ill patients fighting for the right to assisted suicide have
brought the euthanasia debate to the fore once more.
"This book provides a history of Nazi medical euthanasia programs, demonstrating that arguments in
their favor were widely embraced by Western medicine before the Third Reich. Contributors find
significant continuities between history and current physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia and
urge caution about their legalization or implementation"--
Physician Assisted Suicide
Pebble in the Sky
Physician-Assisted Death
Major Arguments and Religious Perspectives
Testing the Medical Covenant
Collected Essays
Assisted Suicide: The Liberal, Humanist Case Against Legalization
An updated and expanded successor to Culver and Gert's Philosophy in Medicine,
this book integrates moral philosophy with clinical medicine to present a
comprehensive summary of the theory, concepts, and lines of reasoning underlying
the field of bioethics. Rather than concentrating narrowly on bioethics and
investigating moral philosophy only marginally, the authors provide an explicit
account of common morality and show how it applies to and is modified by the
realities of clinical medicine. Such broader knowledge finds its specific practical
application when one attempts to resolve the more complex and difficult cases. This
book does not attempt to settle all controversial matters, but rather provides an
ethical framework that various parties to the dispute can accept and use as a basis
for reaching agreement. Thus, the authors' main goal is to facilitate ethical
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discussion. Their detailed analyses of death and disease maintain the theoretical
objectivity of these concepts while recognizing their central role in social and
medical practices. They also provide in-depth discussions of the central concepts
and issues in bioethics: competence, consent, justification for moral rule violations,
and confidentiality. Paternalism, one of the most pervasive problems in clinical
medicine, is accorded special attention. All these concepts have been integrated
and systematically grounded within common morality. The book is richly illustrated
with discussions of clinical cases. The authors explicitly compare their position with
other accounts of bioethics such as principlism, casuistry, and virtue theory. Their
discussion of euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide clarifies and evaluates the
recent legal decisions on these topics. The arguments throughout the volume stand
out with characteristic clarity and cogency. A fresh and all-encompassing approach
to bioethics that does not shy away from controversy, Bioethics: A Return to
Fundamentals will interest not only students in philosophy of medicine and medical
ethics courses, but also moral philosophers and bioethicists, as well as doctors,
nurses, and other health care professionals.
Physician Assisted Suicide is a cross-disciplinary collection of essays from
philosophers, physicians, theologians, social scientists, lawyers and economists.
As the first book to consider the implications of the Supreme Court decisions in
Washington v. Glucksburg and Vacco v. Quill concerning physician-assisted
suicide from a variety of perspectives, this collection advances informed, reflective,
vigorous public debate.
Death with DignityThe Case for Legalizing Physician-assisted Dying and
EuthanasiaHillcrest Publishing Group
Death Rights is a collection of cutting-edge chapters on assisted dying and
euthanasia, written by leading authors in the field. Providing an overview of current
regulation on assisted dying and euthanasia, both in the UK and internationally, this
book also addresses the associated debates on ethical, moral and rights issues. It
considers whether, just as there is a right to life, there should also be a right to
death, especially in the context of unbearable human suffering. The unintended
consequences of prohibitions on assisted dying and euthanasia are explored, and
the argument put forward that knowing one can choose when and how one dies can
be life-extending, rather than life-limiting. Key critiques from feminist and disability
studies are addressed. The overarching theme of the collection is that death is an
embodied right which we should be entitled to exercise, with appropriate
safeguards, as and when we choose. Making a novel contribution to the debate on
assisted dying, this interdisciplinary book will appeal to those with relevant interests
in law, socio-legal studies, applied ethics, medical ethics, politics, philosophy, and
sociology.
Constructing Risk and Selling Death in an Ageing Society
The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America

Euthanasia and the "right to Die"
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A Pro/con Issue
Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide
Asking to Die: Inside the Dutch Debate about Euthanasia
In The Case against Assisted Suicide: For the Right to End-
of-Life Care, Dr. Kathleen Foley and Dr. Herbert Hendin
uncover why pleas for patient autonomy and compassion, often
used in favor of legalizing euthanasia, do not advance or
protect the rights of terminally ill patients. Incisive
essays by authorities in the fields of medicine, law, and
bioethics draw on studies done in the Netherlands, Oregon,
and Australia by the editors and contributors that show the
dangers that legalization of assisted suicide would pose to
the most vulnerable patients. Thoughtful and persuasive,
this book urges the medical profession to improve palliative
care and develop a more humane response to the complex
issues facing those who are terminally ill.
Assesses the pros and cons of euthanasia and examines
significant legal and medical precedents that affect the
right to die, in a treatment that covers active and passive
euthanasia and suicide
In this new addition to the 'Debating Law' series, Emily
Jackson and John Keown re-examine the legal and ethical
aspects of the euthanasia debate. Emily Jackson argues that
we owe it to everyone in society to do all that we can to
ensure that they experience a 'good death'. For a small
minority of patients who experience intolerable and
unrelievable suffering, this may mean helping them to have
an assisted death. In a liberal society, where people's
moral views differ, we should not force individuals to
experience deaths they find intolerable. This is not an
argument in favour of dying. On the contrary, Jackson argues
that legalisation could extend and enhance the lives of
people whose present fear of the dying process causes them
overwhelming distress. John Keown argues that voluntary
euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide are gravely
unethical and he defends their continued prohibition by law.
He analyses the main arguments for relaxation of the law -
including those which invoke the experience of jurisdictions
which permit these practices - and finds them wanting.
Relaxing the law would, he concludes, be both wrong in
principle and dangerous in practice, not least for the
dying, the disabled and the disadvantaged.
This timely work is a balanced overview of end-of-life
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issues related to euthanasia and assisted suicide. *
Includes the full text of documents such as the Hippocratic
Oath and position statements from several religions * A
detailed chronology pinpoints key events from the time of
Hippocrates to current legal cases still being decided
The Case for Palliative Care and Patient Choice
The Case Against Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide
Arguing Euthanasia
The Case Against Assisted Suicide
Regulating the End of Life
A Reference Handbook
Should Euthanasia Be Allowed?
The moral issues involved in doctors assisting patients to die
with dignity are of absolutely central concern to the medical
profession, ethicists, and the public at large. The debate is
fuelled by cases that extend far beyond passive euthanasia to
the active consideration of killing by physicians. The need for a
sophisticated but lucid exposition of the two sides of the
argument is now urgent. This book supplies that need. Two
prominent philosophers, Gerald Dworkin and R. G. Frey present
the case for legalization of physician-assisted suicide. One of
the best-known ethicists in the US, Sissela Bok, argues the
case against.
One moment Joseph Schwartz is a happily retired tailor in
Chicago, 1949. The next he's a helpless stranger on Earth
during the heyday of the first Galactic Empire. Earth, as he
soon learns, is a backwater, just a pebble in the sky, despised
by all the other 200 million planets of the Empire because its
people dare to claim it's the original home of man. And Earth is
poor, with great areas of radioactivity ruining much of its
soil--so poor that everyone is sentenced to death at the age of
sixty. Joseph Schwartz is sixty-two. This is young Isaac
Asimov's first novel, full of wonders and ideas, the book that
launched the novels of the Galactic Empire, culminating in the
Foundation series. This is Golden Age SF at its finest. At the
Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
The Dutch experience with euthanasia is valuable for all
cultures embroiled in debates about its morality. In the
Netherlands, doctors can openly and intentionally end the life
of their patients. This practice inescapably influences the
practice of medicine everywhere in the world. Yet for a country
yielding so much power in shaping our thoughts and policies, it
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is especially dangerous to neglect its own struggles with
euthanasia. The arguments, laws, and policy adjustments
should not be overlooked or misunderstood. Without an
adequate portrait of the internal Dutch debate, including
public and professional arguments as well as intensely
personal stories - as set forth in Asking to Die - the valuable
lessons from the Netherlands will be lost for other countries.
This book therefore differs from other published books on
euthanasia in that it addresses the debate, as it is currently
formulated, among Dutch physicians, policy-makers,
academics, lawyers, and bioethicists, as well as families, and it
does so using academic papers as well as personal
experiences.
The issue of physician-assisted death is now firmly on the
American public agenda. Already legal in five states, it is the
subject of intense public opinion battles across the country.
Driven by an increasingly aging population, and a baby boom
generation just starting to enter its senior years, the issue is
not going to go away anytime soon. In Physician-Assisted
Death, L.W. Sumner equips readers with everything they need
to know to take a reasoned and informed position in this
important debate. The book provides needed context for the
debate by situating physician-assisted death within the wider
framework of end-of-life care and explaining why the
movement to legalize it now enjoys such strong public support.
It also reviews that movement's successes to date, beginning
in Oregon in 1994 and now extending to eleven jurisdictions
across three continents. Like abortion, physician-assisted
death is ethically controversial and the subject of passionately
held opinions. The central chapters of the book review the
main arguments utilized by both sides of the controversy: on
the one hand, appeals to patient autonomy and the relief of
suffering, on the other the claim that taking active steps to
hasten death inevitably violates the sanctity of life. The book
then explores both the case in favor of legalization and the
case against, focusing in the latter instance on the risk of
abuse and the possibility of slippery slopes. In this context the
experience of jurisdictions that have already taken the step of
legalization is carefully reviewed to see what lessons might be
extracted from it. It then identifies some further issues that lie
beyond the boundaries of the current debate but will have to
be faced sometime down the road: euthanasia for patients who
are permanently unconscious or have become seriously
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demented and for severely compromised newborns. The book
concludes by considering the various possible routes to
legalization, both political and judicial. Readers will then be
prepared to decide for themselves just where they stand when
they confront the issue both in their own jurisdiction and in
their own lives.
Ethics for A-Level
The Consequences of Legalized Assisted Suicide and
Euthanasia
Professional Perspectives on Euthanasia
Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide
The Euthanasia/Assisted-Suicide Debate
The Euthanasia Debate
Death with Dignity
Euthanasia has long been a controversial issue among religious and political groups.
Readers will explore both sides of the issue in a straightforward manner, free from bias.
Then readers are encouraged to study the issue and make an informed decision on
where his or her beliefs lie.
When the end of life makes its inevitable appearance, people should be able to expect
reliable, humane, and effective caregiving. Yet too many dying people suffer
unnecessarily. While an "overtreated" dying is feared, untreated pain or emotional
abandonment are equally frightening. Approaching Death reflects a wide-ranging effort
to understand what we know about care at the end of life, what we have yet to learn,
and what we know but do not adequately apply. It seeks to build understanding of what
constitutes good care for the dying and offers recommendations to decisionmakers that
address specific barriers to achieving good care. This volume offers a profile of when,
where, and how Americans die. It examines the dimensions of caring at the end of life:
Determining diagnosis and prognosis and communicating these to patient and family.
Establishing clinical and personal goals. Matching physical, psychological, spiritual, and
practical care strategies to the patient's values and circumstances. Approaching Death
considers the dying experience in hospitals, nursing homes, and other settings and the
role of interdisciplinary teams and managed care. It offers perspectives on quality
measurement and improvement, the role of practice guidelines, cost concerns, and
legal issues such as assisted suicide. The book proposes how health professionals can
become better prepared to care well for those who are dying and to understand that
these are not patients for whom "nothing can be done."
In this volume, a distinguished group of physicians, ethicists, lawyers, and activists
come together to present the case for the legalization of physician-assisted dying, for
terminally ill patients who voluntarily request it. To counter the arguments and
assumptions of those opposed to legalization of assisted suicide, the contributors
examine ethical arguments concerning self-determination and the relief of suffering;
analyze empirical data from Oregon and the Netherlands; describe their personal
experiences as physicians, family members, and patients; assess the legal and ethical
responsibilities of the physician; and discuss the role of pain, depression, faith, and
dignity in this decision. Together, the essays in this volume present strong arguments
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for the ethical acceptance and legal recognition of the practice of physician-assisted
dying as a last resort -- not as an alternative to excellent palliative care but as an
important possibility for patients who seek it.
A consideration of the 'slippery slope' objection to voluntary euthanasia, including a
review of the Dutch experience.
The Criminal Justice System and Health Care
Physician-Assisted Dying
Battles about Values in the Culture Wars
Euthanasia, Death with Dignity and the Law
Approaching Death
Euthanasia, Ethics and Public Policy
The Mercy Killers : Comments on Working Paper 53 and the Proposed Bill Submitted to
the South African Law Commission by Pro-Life of South Africa
"Argues that people who promote the legalization of
euthanasia ignore the vast ethical, legal and social
differences between euthanasia and natural death. Permitting
euthanasia, Somerville demonstrates, would cause irreparable
harm to respect for human life and society." --Cover.
Polemic Paper from the year 2017 in the subject Medicine -
Medical Frontiers and Special Areas, grade: 1, Egerton
University, language: English, abstract: Euthanasia is
seemingly raising numerous agonizing ethical dilemmas.
Therefore, this research paper will critically analyze the
ethical aspects of euthanasia. Euthanasia refers to the
termination of a terminally ill patient’s life. It is
executed at an individual’s consent especially when someone
is suffering from an incurable health condition. In
addition, the decision to terminate a patient’s life can
also be made by the patient’s relatives, the court of law or
medical practitioners. However, it is worth noting that the
decision by the relatives, the court or the medics is only
reached at if the patient is critically ill, such that he or
she cannot think or reason. Euthanasia is commonly known as
mercy killing or assisted suicide because all the suicide
procedures are designed in such a way that, the patient’s
dignity is not degraded or compromised. The Greeks termed it
as euthanatos which simply meant easy death. Some
individuals who are not terminally ill can sign consent for
their lives to be terminated through euthanasia because of
ethical reasons especially with matters related to human
dignity, but this happens on rare occasions. However,
euthanasia has aroused unprecedented debate in the society
because it involves several considerations; the most
significant one’s being practical, religious and ethical
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issues. Moreover, this practice seems to be somehow
challenging to the health professionals, since it is not in
alignment with the medical ethics nor legal framework.
Euthanasia is illegal in the United Kingdom: thus, it is
considered illegal. Therefore, approaches towards euthanasia
require caution, since it can lead to legal repercusions.
For instance, voluntary euthanasia is considered as a crime
in the United Kingdom, which is punishable by law. Any
individual who deliberately executes euthanasia is subjected
to serve a jail term.
What does pleasure have to do with morality? What role, if
any, should intuition have in the formation of moral theory?
If something is ‘simulated’, can it be immoral? This
accessible and wide-ranging textbook explores these
questions and many more. Key ideas in the fields of
normative ethics, metaethics and applied ethics are
explained rigorously and systematically, with a vivid
writing style that enlivens the topics with energy and wit.
Individual theories are discussed in detail in the first
part of the book, before these positions are applied to a
wide range of contemporary situations including business
ethics, sexual ethics, and the acceptability of eating
animals. A wealth of real-life examples, set out with depth
and care, illuminate the complexities of different ethical
approaches while conveying their modern-day relevance. This
concise and highly engaging resource is tailored to the
Ethics components of AQA Philosophy and OCR Religious
Studies, with a clear and practical layout that includes end-
of-chapter summaries, key terms, and common mistakes to
avoid. It should also be of practical use for those teaching
Philosophy as part of the International Baccalaureate.
Ethics for A-Level is of particular value to students and
teachers, but Fisher and Dimmock’s precise and scholarly
approach will appeal to anyone seeking a rigorous and lively
introduction to the challenging subject of ethics. Tailored
to the Ethics components of AQA Philosophy and OCR Religious
Studies.
Peeling back the lid on the controversies surrounding mercy
killing in the U.S., this full history of the nation's
euthanasia movement retraces the history of this recent and
controversial ideology.
Euthanasia Death Without Dignity
Active Euthanasia and Health Care Reform
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The Future of Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia
Understanding Euthanasia
A Comparative Study of Nurses and Clergymen
Euthanasia: Searching for the Full Story
Before, During, and After the Holocaust
William F. May, a leading expert on medical ethics, here explores two of today's most crucial tests of the
medical covenant - active euthanasia and health care reform.May begins with an incisive introduction that
delineates the covenantal, or relational, nature of the practice of medicine over against the merely
contractual view - the quid pro quos of the commercial buying and selling of professional services. In the
subsequent chapters, May follows the implications of the medical covenant with respect to the related
issues of euthanasia and health care reform. He also provides a covenantal view of professional character
and virtue - what virtues we should look for in covenanted physicians and nurses - discusses the limits of
the medical covenant in the face of medical futility, and examines the implications of covenant keeping
for the shape of future health care reform.
Our physical ecosystem is not indestructible and we have obligations to hold it in trust for future
generations. The same is true of our metaphysical ecosystem - the values, principles, attitudes, beliefs,
and shared stories on which we have founded our society. In Bird on an Ethics Wire, Margaret Somerville
explores the values needed to maintain a world that reasonable people would want to live in and pass on to
their descendants. Somerville addresses the conflicts between people who espouse "progressive" values
and those who uphold "traditional" ones by casting her attention on the debates surrounding "birth"
(abortion and reproductive technologies) and "death" (euthanasia) and shows how words are often used as
weapons. She proposes that we should seek to experience amazement, wonder, and awe to enrich our
lives and help us to find meaning. Such experiences, Somerville believes, can change how we see the
world and live our lives, and affect the decisions we make, especially regarding values and ethics. They
can help us to cope with physical or existential suffering, and ultimately put us in touch with the sacred -
in either its secular or religious form - which protects what we must not destroy. Experiencing
amazement, wonder, and awe, Somerville concludes, can also generate hope, without which our spirit
dies. Both individuals and societies need hope, a sense of connection to the future, if the world is to make
the best decisions about values in the battles that constitute the current culture wars.
CONTENTS.
This open access book has been written by ten Belgian health care professionals, nurses, university
professors and doctors specializing in palliative care and ethicists who, together, raise questions
concerning the practice of euthanasia. They share their experiences and reflections born out of their
confrontation with requests for euthanasia and end-of-life support in a country where euthanasia has been
decriminalized since 2002 and is now becoming a trivial topic.Far from evoking any militancy, these
stories of life and death present the other side of a reality needs to be evaluated more rigorously.Featuring
multidisciplinary perspectives, this though-provoking and original book is intended not only for
caregivers but also for anyone who questions the meaning of death and suffering, as well as the impact of
a law passed in 2002. Presenting real-world cases and experiences, it highlights the complexity of
situations and the consequences of the euthanasia law.This book appeals to palliative care providers,
hematologists, oncologists, psychiatrists, nurses and health professionals as well as researchers,
academics, policy-makers, and social scientists working in health care. It is also a unique resource for
those in countries where the decriminalization of euthanasia is being considered. Sometimes shocking, it
focuses on facts and lived experiences to challenge readers and offer insights into euthanasia in Belgium.
Alzheimer's Disease, Media Representations and the Politics of Euthanasia
What Everyone Needs to Know®
Experiences and Insights of Belgian Doctors and Nurses
A Return to Fundamentals
For the Right to End-of-Life Care
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Bioethics
Debating Euthanasia
In this book the author makes a case for legalized physician-
assisted dying. Using the latest data from Oregon and the
Netherlands, he puts a new slant on perennial debate topics such
as "slippery slopes," "the integrity of medicine," and "sanctity
of life." This book provides an in-depth look at how we die in
America today. It examines the shortcomings of our end-of-life
system. You will learn about terminal torture in hospital ICUs
and about the alternatives: hospice and palliative care. The
author scrutinizes the good, the bad, and the ugly. He provides
a critique of the practice of palliative sedation. The book
makes a strong case that assisted dying complements hospice. By
providing both, Oregon now has the best palliative-care system
in America. This book, above all, may help you or someone you
care about navigate this strange landscape we call "end of
life." It can be an informed guide to "a good death" in the age
of hospice and high-tech medical intervention.
Many advocates of euthanasia consider the criminal law to be an
inappropriate medium to adjudicate the profound ethical and
humanitarian dilemmas associated with end of life decisions.
'Euthanasia,Death with Dignity and the Law' examines the legal
response to euthanasia and end of life decisions and considers
whether legal reform is an appropriate response to calls for
euthanasia to be more readily available as a mechanism for
providing death with dignity. Through an analysis of consent to
treatment, living wills and autonomous medical decision making,
euthanasia is carefully located within its legal, medical, and
social contexts. This book focuses on the impact of euthanasia
on the dignity of both the recipient and the practitioner while
emphasising the legal, professional, and ethical implications of
euthanasia and its significance for the exercise of clinical
discretion. It will provide a valuable addition to the
euthanasia debate.
Discusses the religious, ethical, and medical aspects of the
controversial topic of euthanasia and the "right to die."
Drawing on extensive data including news media reports and
commentaries, documentaries, courts and court reports, films,
websites, professional literature and government and non-
government agencies, this book explores the 'Alzheimerisation'
of the euthanasia debate, examining the shift in recent years in
public attitudes towards the desirability and moral
permissibility of euthanasia as an end-of-life 'solution' for
people living with the disease - not just at its end stage, but
also at earlier stages. With attention to media representations
and public understandings of Alzheimer's disease, Alzheimer's
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Disease, Media Representations and the Politics of Euthanasia
sheds light on the processes contributing to these changes in
public opinion, investigating the drivers of vexed political
debate surrounding the issue and examining the manner in which
both sides of the euthanasia debate mobilise support, portray
their opponents and make use of media technologies to frame the
terms of discourse. Paving the way for a greater level of
intellectual honesty with regard to an issue carrying
significant policy implications, this book will be of interest
to scholars of media and communication, social movements and
political communication, and the sociology of health and
medicine, as well as researchers and professionals in the fields
of palliative and end of life care.
Voluntary Euthanasia and the Common Law
Death Talk
Euthanasia
The Case for Legalizing Physician-assisted Dying and Euthanasia
Expanding the Debate
The Right to Die
The Controversy Over Mercy Killing, Assisted Suicide, And The
"Right To Die"
After assessing the strengths and weaknesses of arguments for assisted suicide
and euthanasia, Gorsuch builds a nuanced, novel, and powerful moral and legal
argument against legalization, one based on a principle that, surprisingly, has
largely been overlooked in the debate; the idea that human life is intrinsically
valuable and that intentional killing is always wrong. At the same time, the
argument Gorsuch develops leaves wide latitude for individual patient autonomy
and the refusal of unwanted medical treatment and life-sustaining care,
permitting intervention only in cases where an intention to kill is present.
This revealing volume explores recent historical perspectives on the modern
euthanasia and assisted-suicide debate and the political arenas in which it has
unfolded. * Case studies explain contemporary legal techniques in the handling
of euthanasia and assisted-suicide prosecutions, including those involving
doctors, nurses, and family members * A chronology shows political events and
major cases of medical euthanasia and assisted suicide over the past 100 years
* A glossary explains key terms, such as "causation," "intent," "palliative care,"
and "double effect" * An interdisciplinary bibliography cites significant materials
from the fields of history, law, and sociology, as well as major medical journal
articles
Physician-Assisted Death is the eleventh volume of Biomedical Ethics Reviews.
We, the editors, are pleased with the response to the series over the years and,
as a result, are happy to continue into a second decade with the same general
purpose and zeal. As in the past, contributors to projected volumes have been
asked to summarize the nature of the literature, the prevailing attitudes and
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arguments, and then to advance the discussion in some way by staking out and
arguing forcefully for some basic position on the topic targeted for discussion. For
the present volume on Physician-Assisted Death, we felt it wise to enlist the
services of a guest editor, Dr. Gregg A. Kasting, a practicing physician with
extensive clinical knowledge of the various problems and issues encountered in
discussing physician assisted death. Dr. Kasting is also our student and just
completing a graduate degree in philosophy with a specialty in biomedical ethics
here at Georgia State University. Apart from a keen interest in the topic, Dr.
Kasting has published good work in the area and has, in our opinion, done an
excellent job in taking on the lion's share of editing this well-balanced and
probing set of essays. We hope you will agree that this volume significantly
advances the level of discussion on physician-assisted euthanasia. Incidentally,
we wish to note that the essays in this volume were all finished and committed to
press by January 1993.
This book examines questions of medical accountability and ethics. It analyses
how the criminal justice system regulates health care practice, and to what extent
it can and should be used as a tool to resolve ethical conflict in health care. For
most of the twentieth century, criminal courts were engaged in matters relating to
medicine principally as a forum to resolve ethical controversies over the sanctity
of life. However, the judiciary approached this function with reluctance and
amarked tendency to defer to the medical profession to define what constituted
ethical, and thus lawful conduct. However, over the past 25 years, criminal courts
have increasingly been drawn into these types of question, and the criminal law
has become a major actor in the resolution of ethical conflict. The trend to
prosecute for aberrant professional conduct or medical malpractice and the role
of the criminal process in medicine has been analytically neglected in the UK.
There is scant literature addressing the appropriate boundaries of the criminal
process in resolving ethical conflict, the theoretical legal analysis of the law's
relationship with health care, or the practical impact of the criminal justice system
on professionals and the delivery of health care in the UK. This volume
addresses these issues via a combination of theoretical analyses and key case
studies, drawing on the experiences of other carefully selected jurisdictions. It
places a particular emphasis on theappropriateness of the involvement of the
criminal justice system in health care, the limitations of this developing trend, and
solutions to the problems it throws up. The book takes euthanasia as a primary
example of the issues raised by the intersection of health care and the criminal
law, and questions whether health care issues appropriately fall within the remit
of the criminal justice system.
A Merciful End
Death Rights
Human Rights and Common Good
Hearing Before the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Property
Rights of the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, One Hundred
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Ninth Congress, Second Session, May 25, 2006
Physician-assisted Suicide and Euthanasia
Improving Care at the End of Life
An Argument Against Legalisation
This book presents an atheistic case against the legalization of
assisted suicide. Critical of both sides of the argument, it questions
the assumptions behind the discussion. Yuill shows that our attitudes
towards suicide – not euthanasia – are most important to our attitudes
towards assisted suicide.
Bird on an Ethics Wire
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