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Philosophies Of Art And Beauty Selected Readings In
Aesthetics From Plato To Heidegger Albert Hofstadter
One of America's most celebrated art critics offers a lively
meditation on the nature of art.
This title examines the motivations for the critiques that have been
applied to the idea of aesthetics and argues that theorists and
artists now hunger for a new kind of aesthetics, one better calibrated
to contemporary art and its moral and political demands. The book
shows how, for decades, aesthetic critiques have often concerned art's
treatment of beauty or the autonomy of art. Collectively, these
critiques have generated an anti-aesthetic stance that is now
prevalent in the contemporary art world.
There has long been a need for a work on the philosophy of beauty
treating fundamental problems against the background of the history of
aesthetics--ancient and medieval as well as modern and contemporary.
This book answers that need with the comprehensive presentations of an
objectivist philosophy of beauty to balance the currently popular
aesthetic subjectivism. It includes a synopsis of views and theories
expressed on the various questions about beauty by philosophers down
through the ages. Kovach's acquaintance with relevant literature from
the ancient Greeks to twentieth-century authors is staggering. He
draws on the observations of thinkers from ancient times--Plato,
Aristotle. Philo of Alexandria, Cicero, Plotinus, Augustine, Dionysius
the Areopagite, and others; from medieval times--Alexander of Hales,
John of la Rochelle, Thomas of York, Bonaventure, Albert the Great,
Thomas Aquinas, Dionysius the Carthusian, and others; from modern
times--Descartes, J. Addison, Kant, Hegel, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche,
Tolstoi, Santayana, Croce, Maritain, Sartre, H. Read, Thomas Munro,
and others. With delicate precision Kovach systematically discusses
the philosophy of beauty and the problems it raises. Whether or not
one agrees with Kovach's objectivist position, no one in the field can
afford to be without this book.
The newly expanded and revised edition of Cooper’s popular anthology
featuring classic writings on aesthetics, both historical and
contemporary The second edition of this bestselling anthology collects
essays of canonical significance in aesthetics and the philosophy of
art, featuring a wide range of topics from the nature of beauty and
the criteria for aesthetic judgement to the value of art and the
appreciation of nature. Includes texts by classical philosophers like
Plato and Kant alongside essays from art critics like Clive Bell, with
new readings from Leonardo da Vinci, Oscar Wilde, Walter Pater, Ronald
W. Hepburn, and Arthur C. Danto among others Intersperses
philosophical scholarship with diverse contributions from artists,
poets, novelists, and critics Broadens the scope of aesthetics beyond
the Western tradition, including important texts by Asian philosophers
from Mo Tzu to Tanizaki Includes a fully-updated introduction to the
discipline written by the editor, as well as prefaces to each text and
chapter-specific lists of further reading
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Philosophies of Art and Beauty; Selected Reading in Aesthetics from
Plato to Heidegger
The Social Practices of Art
Philosophy of Art
Essays in Philosophy of Art
Sexuality and Aesthetics from Winckelmann to Freud and Beyond
Philosophies of Art and Beauty

Kant's attempt to establish the principles behind the faculty of
judgment remains one of the most important works on human reason.
This third of the philosopher's three Critiques forms the very basis of
modern aesthetics.
Now available in a fully revised and updated second edition, this
accessible and insightful introduction outlines the central theories and
ongoing debates in the philosophy of art. Covers a wide range of
topics, including the definition and interpretation of art, the
connections between artistic and ethical judgment, and the expression
and elicitation of emotions through art Includes discussion of
prehistoric, non-Western, and popular mass arts, extending the
philosophical conversation beyond the realm of Fine Art Details
concrete applications of complex theoretical concepts Poses thoughtprovoking questions and offers fully updated annotated reading lists
at the end of each chapter to encourage and enable further research
This recently discovered manuscript by the celebrated artist Mark
Rothko offers a landmark discussion of his views on topics ranging
from the Renaissance to contemporary art, criticism, and the role of
art and artists in society.
In this acclaimed art anthology, a prestigious group of artists, critics,
and literati offer their incisive reflections on the questions of beauty,
past, present, and future, and how it has become a domain of multiple
perspectives. Here is Meyer Schapiro’s skeptical argument on
perfection . . . contributions from artists as profound as Louise
Bourgeois and Agnes Martin . . . and reflections of critics, curators,
and philosophers on the problems of beauty and relativism. Readers
will find fascinating insights from such art theorists and critics as
Dave Hickey, Jeremy Gilbert-Rolfe, Donald Kuspit, Carter Ratcliff, and
dozens more.
The Artist-Philosopher and Poetic Hermeneutics
Philosophy of Beauty
The Artist's Reality
Queer Beauty
Philosophies of Art and Beauty. Selected Readings in Aesthetics from
Plato to Heidegger. Edited by Albert Hofstadter and Richard Kuhns
Critique of Judgment
A classic in Chinese Philosophy of Aesthetics for the last
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twenty years, Li Zehou's Four Essays on Aesthetics (Meixuesijiang) is finally translated in English to bring philosophical
insight to Western readers. Li's seminal work focuses on the
widely debated philosophies in China concerning the origins,
manifestations, importance, and transformative power of beauty,
art, and aesthetic experiences. Drawing upon the influences of
both Eastern and Western philosophers and writers, Li discusses
the origination of the practices of beauty and aesthetics, and
the origins of art credited to Shamanistic rituals, while
rejecting the concepts of Western aesthetics and embracing the
traditional Chinese purpose for art: to mold human minds. He
stresses the importance of the involvement of aesthetic
philosophers to advocate technology and aspects of society that
will contribute to the harmony among individuals, environments,
and social relationships. Begun as a series of engaging
conversations, Li Zehou and Jane Cauvel reveal their
philosophical presuppositions and expose a deeper, crosscultural understanding of the philosophy of aesthetics. Their
ground breaking work creates a bridge between the traditional
and the modern, the East and the West, and brings us one step
closer to understanding the beauty in human nature.
In today's art world many strange, even shocking, things qualify
as art. In this book, Cynthia Freeland explains why innovation
and controversy are valued in the arts, weaving together
philosophy and art theory with many fascinating examples. She
discusses blood, beauty, culture, money, museums, sex, and
politics, clarifying contemporary and historical accounts of the
nature, function, and interpretation of the arts. Freeland also
propels us into the future by surveying cutting-edge web sites,
along with the latest research on the brain's role in perceiving
art. This clear, provocative book engages with the big debates
surrounding our responses to art and is an invaluable
introduction to anyone interested in thinking about art.
A thorough historical survey of philosophies of the arts.
The Politics of Aesthetics rethinks the relationship between art
and politics, reclaiming "aesthetics" from the narrow confines
it is often reduced to. Jacques Rancière reveals its intrinsic
link to politics by analysing what they both have in common: the
delimitation of the visible and the invisible, the audible and
the inaudible, the thinkable and the unthinkable, the possible
and the impossible. Presented as a set of inter-linked
interviews, The Politics of Aesthetics provides the most
comprehensive introduction to Rancière's work to date, ranging
across the history of art and politics from the Greek polis to
the aesthetic revolution of the modern age. Available now in the
Bloomsbury Revelations series 10 years after its original
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publication, The Politics of Aesthetics includes an afterword by
Slavoj Zizek, an interview for the English edition, a glossary
of technical terms and an extensive bibliography.
Introducing Aesthetics
But Is It Art?
Philosophies of Art
Calliope's Sisters
On Trauma
What Art Is
This book introduces the reader to the literary work and to an understanding of its cultural
background and its specific features, presenting basic topics and ideas in their historical context
and development in Western culture.
Examines the visual and performing arts of the world's societies.
Human beings engage works of the arts in many different ways: they sing songs while working,
they kiss icons, they create and dedicate memorials. Yet almost all philosophers of art of the
modern period have ignored this variety and focused entirely on just one mode of engagement,
namely, disinterested attention. Nicholas Wolterstorff asks why this might be, and proposes that
almost all philosophers have accepted the grand narrative concerning art in themodern world. It is
generally agreed that in the early modern period, members of the middle class in Western Europe
increasingly engaged works of the arts as objects of disinterested attention. The grandnarrative
claims that this change represented the arts coming into their own, and that works of art, so
engaged, are socially other and transcendent. Wolterstorff rejects this claim, and offers an
alternative framework for thinking about the arts. Central to his alternative framework are the
idea of the arts as social practices and the idea of works of the arts as having different meaning in
different practices.
Philosophy of Art is a textbook for undergraduate students interested in the topic of philosophical
aesthetics. It introduces the techniques of analytic philosophy as well as key topics such as the
representational theory of art, formalism, neo-formalism, aesthetic theories of art, neoWittgensteinism, the Institutional Theory of Art. as well as historical approaches to the nature of
art. Throughout, abstract philosophical theories are illustrated by examples of both traditional
and contemporary art including frequent reference to the avant-garde in this way enriching the
readers understanding of art theory as well as the appreciation of art. Unique features of the
textbook are: * chapter summaries * summaries of major theories of art and suggested analyses
of the important categories used when talking and thinking of art * annotated suggested readings
at the ends of chapters. Also available in this series: Epistemology Pb: 0-415-13043-3: £12.99
Ethics Pb: 0-415-15625-4: £11.99 Metaphysics Pb: 0-415-14034-X: £12.99 Philosophy of Mind Pb:
0-415-13060-3: £11.99 Philosophy of Religion Pb: 0-415-13214-2: £12.99
Art Rethought
Art and the Absolute
The Philosophy of Art
An Introduction
The Classic Readings
Aesthetics

A new edition of this bestselling introduction to aesthetics and the philosophy of art.
Includes new sections on digital music and environmental aesthetics. All other chapters
have been thoroughly revised and updated.
The Philosophy of Art is a highly accessible introduction to current key issues and
debates in aesthetics and philosophy of art. Chapters on standard topics are balanced
by topics of interest to today's students, including creativity, authenticity, cultural
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appropriation, and the distinction between popular and fine art. Other topics include
emotive expression, pictorial representation, definitional strategies, and artistic value.
Presupposing no prior knowledge of philosophy, Theodore Gracyk draws on three
decades of teaching experience to provide a balanced and engaging overview, clear
explanations, and many thought-provoking examples. All chapters have a strong focus
on current debates in the field, yet historical figures are not neglected. Major current
theories are set beside key ideas from Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Marx, and Hegel. Chapters
conclude with advice on further readings, and there are recommendations of films that
will serve as a basis for further reflection and discussion. Key ideas are immediately
accompanied by exercises that will test students' reactions and understanding. Many
chapters call attention to ideology, prejudices, and common clichés that interfere with
clear thinking. Beautifully written and thoroughly comprehensive, The Philosophy of Art
is the ideal resource for anyone who wants to explore recent developments in
philosophical thinking about the arts. It is also provides the perfect starting point for
anyone who wants to reflect on, and challenge, their own assumptions about the nature
and value of art.
For over fifty years, philosophers working within the broader remit of analytic philosophy
have developed and refined a substantial body of work in aesthetics and the philosophy
of art, curating a core foundation of scholarship which offers rigor and clarity on matters
of profound and perennial interest relating to art and all forms of aesthetic appreciation.
Now in its second edition and thoroughly revised, Aesthetics and the Philosophy of
Art—The Analytic Tradition: An Anthology captures this legacy in a comprehensive
introduction to the core philosophical questions and conversations in aesthetics.
Through 57 key essays selected by leading scholars Peter Lamarque and Stein
Haugom Olsen, this anthology collects modern classics as well as new contributions on
essential topics such as the identification and ontology of art, interpretation, values of
art, art and knowledge, and fiction and the imagination. New to this edition are
selections which treat aesthetic experience more widely, including essays on the
aesthetics of nature and aesthetics in everyday life. Other carefully-chosen pieces
analyze the practice and experience of specific art forms in greater detail, including
painting, photography, film, literature, music, and popular art such as comics. This
bestselling collection is an essential resource for students and scholars of aesthetics,
designed to foster a foundational understanding of both long-standing and
contemporary topics in the field.
An ambitious new history of philosophy in English that broadens the canon to include
many lesser-known figures Ludwig Wittgenstein once wrote that “philosophy should be
written like poetry.” But philosophy has often been presented more prosaically as a long
trudge through canonical authors and great works. But what, Jonathan Rée asks, if we
instead saw the history of philosophy as a haphazard series of unmapped forest paths,
a mass of individual stories showing endurance, inventiveness, bewilderment, anxiety,
impatience, and good humor? Here, Jonathan Rée brilliantly retells this history,
covering such figures as Descartes, Locke, Kant, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, Mill, James,
Frege, Wittgenstein, and Sartre. But he also includes authors not usually associated
with philosophy, such as William Hazlitt, George Eliot, Darwin, and W. H. Auden. Above
all, he uncovers dozens of unremembered figures—puritans, revolutionaries,
pantheists, feminists, nihilists, socialists, and scientists—who were passionate and
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active readers of philosophy, and often authors themselves. Breaking away from highaltitude narratives, he shows how philosophy finds its way into ordinary lives, enriching
and transforming them in unexpected ways.
An Introduction to Aesthetics
Aesthetics, Theory and Interpretation of the Literary Work
The Gift of Beauty
Introducing Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art
The Politics of Aesthetics
Four Essays on Aesthetics

Philosophies of Art and BeautySelected Readings in Aesthetics from
Plato to HeideggerUniversity of Chicago Press
Guiding readers through major problems, issues and debates in
aesthetics, this is a bias-free introduction for students studying
the philosophy of art for the first time. Each chapter of the book
begins by considering a particular work of art - from contemporary
conceptual art, through literature to TV soap operas - to help
students understand and explore key philosophical discussions and
ideas. Introducing Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art covers such
topics as: definitions and the ontology of art; interpretation and
intention; aesthetic properties and evaluation; emotion and the arts;
art and morality; natural, environmental, and everyday aesthetics.
Chapter summaries and outlines help to navigate the major topics
covered, while annotated guides to further reading and 'unresolved
questions' sections help to encourage and animate study and
discussion beyond the text. For those seeking to master the subject
this is the most complete introduction available.
Derek Matravers introduces students to the philosophy of art through
a close examination of eight famous works of twentieth-century art.
Each work has been selected in order to best illustrate and
illuminate a particular problem in aesthetics. Each artwork forms the
basis of a single chapter and readers are introduced to such issues
as artistic value, intention, interpretation, and expression through
a careful analysis of the artwork. Questions considered include what
does art mean in contemporary art practice? Is the artistic value of
a painting the same as how much you like it? If a painting isn't of
anything, then how do we understand it? Can art be immoral? By
grounding abstract and theoretical discussion in real examples the
book provides an excellent way into the subject for readers new to
the philosophical dimension of art appreciation.
Explains why art is important, discusses expression, form, beauty,
and criticism, and raises questions about ethics, meaning, and truth
Natural Beauty and Art Beauty: Kant, Hegel and Adorno revisited
The Continental Aesthetics Reader
Art as Experience
A Contemporary Introduction
In Eight Case Studies
Aesthetic Pursuits

Traces the history of the idea of art as an ethical movement, interpreting the
good as nature's abundance, giving rise to an ethics of inclusion, expressed in
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art.
Explaining what art is and what’s not art. What is art? Why do we find some
things beautiful but not others? Is it wrong to share MP3s? These are just
some of the questions explored by aesthetics, the philosophy of art. In this
sweeping introduction, Charles Taliaferro skilfully guides us through different
theories of art and beauty, tackling issues such as who owns art and what
happens when art and morality collide. From Plato on poetry to Ringo Starr
on the drums, this is a perfect introductory text for anyone interested in the
fascinating questions art can raise.
Table of contents
Based originally on Dewey's lectures on esthetics, this book is considered the
most distinguished work ever written by an American on the formal structures
and characteristic effects of all the arts.
Toward a Global View
A Hunger for Aesthetics
Enacting the Demands of Art
Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art
The Good as Art
Toward a New Aesthetics
The pioneering work of Johann Winckelmann (1717-1768) identified a
homoerotic appreciation of male beauty in classical Greek sculpture, a
fascination that had endured in Western art since the Greeks. Yet after
Winckelmann, the value (even the possibility) of art's queer beauty
was often denied. Several theorists, notably the philosopher Immanuel
Kant, broke sexual attraction and aesthetic appreciation into separate
or dueling domains. In turn, sexual desire and aesthetic pleasure had
to be profoundly rethought by later writers. Whitney Davis follows how
such innovative thinkers as John Addington Symonds, Michel Foucault,
and Richard Wollheim rejoined these two domains, reclaiming earlier
insights about the mutual implication of sexuality and aesthetics.
Addressing texts by Arthur Schopenhauer, Charles Darwin, Oscar
Wilde, Vernon Lee, and Sigmund Freud, among many others, Davis
criticizes modern approaches, such as Kantian idealism, Darwinism,
psychoanalysis, and analytic aesthetics, for either reducing aesthetics
to a question of sexuality or for removing sexuality from the aesthetic
field altogether. Despite these schematic reductions, sexuality always
returns to aesthetics, and aesthetic considerations always recur in
sexuality. Davis particularly emphasizes the way in which philosophies
of art since the late eighteenth century have responded to
nonstandard sexuality, especially homoeroticism, and how theories of
nonstandard sexuality have drawn on aesthetics in significant ways.
Many imaginative and penetrating critics have wrestled productively,
though often inconclusively and "against themselves," with the
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aesthetic making of sexual life and new forms of art made from
reconstituted sexualities. Through a critique that confronts history,
philosophy, science, psychology, and dominant theories of art and
sexuality, Davis challenges privileged types of sexual and aesthetic
creation imagined in modern culture-and assumed today.
Focusing on the aesthetic representation of trauma, George Smith
outlines the nexus points between poetics and hermeneutics and
shows how a particular kind of thinker, the artist-philosopher,
practices interpretation in an entirely different way from traditional
hermeneutics. Taking a transhistorical and global view, Smith engages
artists, writers, and thinkers from Western and non-Western periods,
regions, and cultures. Thus, we see that poetic hermeneutics
reconstitutes philosophy and art as hybridizations of art and science,
the artist and the philosopher, subject and object. In turn, the artistphilosopher's poetic-hermeneutic reconstitution of philosophy and art
is meant to transform human consciousness. This book will be of
interest to artists and scholars working in studio practice, art history,
aesthetics, philosophy, cultural studies, history of ideas, history of
consciousness, psychoanalytic studies, myth studies, literary studies,
and creative writing.
The Continental Aesthetics Reader brings together classic and
contemporary writings on art and aesthetics from the major figures in
continental thought. The second edition is clearly divided into seven
sections: Nineteenth-Century German Aesthetics Phenomenology and
Hermeneutics Marxism and Critical Theory Excess and Affect
Embodiment and Technology Poststructuralism and Postmodernism
Aesthetic Ontologies. Each section is clearly placed in its historical
and philosophical context, and each philosopher has an introduction
by Clive Cazeaux. An updated list of readings for this edition includes
selections from Agamben, Butler, Guattari, Nancy, Virilio, and ?i?ek.
Suggestions for further reading are given, and there is a glossary of
over fifty key terms. Ideal for introductory courses in aesthetics,
continental philosophy, art, and visual studies, The Continental
Aesthetics Reader provides a thorough introduction to some of the
most influential writings on art and aesthetics from Kant and Hegel to
Badiou and Ranci?.
This anthology is remarkable not only for the selections themselves,
among which the Schelling and the Heidegger essays were translated
especially for this volume, but also for the editors' general
introduction and the introductory essays for each selection, which
make this volume an invaluable aid to the study of the powerful,
recurrent ideas concerning art, beauty, critical method, and the nature
of representation. Because this collection makes clear the ways in
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which the philosophy of art relates to and is part of general
philosophical positions, it will be an essential sourcebook to students
of philosophy, art history, and literary criticism.
A Study of Hegel's Aesthetics
A Beginner's Guide
An Introduction to the Philosophy of Art
Philosophy of the Arts
Uncontrollable Beauty
The Invention of Philosophy in English
Jerrold Levinson, one of the most prominent philosophers of art today,
presents a new collection of essays, following on from his four previous
collections, Music, Art and Metaphysics (1990), The Pleasures of Aesthetics
(1996), Contemplating Art (2006), and Musical Concerns (2015). Aesthetic
Pursuits specifically complements Levinson's last volume, Musical Concerns, by
collecting recent essays not concerned with music, but instead focusing on
literature, film, and visual art, while addressing issues of humour, beauty, and
the emotions. The essays in Aesthetic Pursuits, which are wide-ranging, will
appeal strongly to aestheticians, art lovers, and philosophers alike. The volume
contains seven previously unpublished essays by Levinson, in which the author
critically engages with notable contemporary contributions to aesthetic theory.
Praised in its original edition for its up-to-date, rigorous presentation of current
debates and for the clarity of its presentation, Robert Stecker's new edition of
Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art preserves the major themes and
conclusions of the original, while expanding its content, providing new
features, and enhancing accessibility. Stecker introduces students to the history
and evolution of aesthetics, and also makes an important distinction between
aesthetics and philosophy of art. While aesthetics is the study of value,
philosophy of art deals with a much wider array of questions including issues in
metaphysics, epistemology, the philosophy of mind, as well value theory.
Described as a 'remarkably unified introduction to many contemporary debates
in aesthetics and the philosophy of art,' Stecker specializes in sympathetically
laying bear the play of argument that emerges as competing views on a topic
engage each other. This book does not simply present a controversy in its
current state of play, but instead demonstrates a philosophical mind at work
helping to advance the issue toward a solution.
Art and the Absolute restores Hegel's aesthetics to a place of central
importance in the Hegelian system. In so doing, it brings Hegel into direct
relation with the central thrust of contemporary philosophy. The book draws
on the astonishing scope and depths of Hegel's Lectures on Aesthetics,
exploring the multifaceted issue of art and the absolute. Why does Hegel
ascribe absoluteness to art? What can such absoluteness mean? How does it
relate to religion and philosophy? How does Hegel's view of art illuminate the
contemporary absence of the absolute? Art and the Absolute argues that these
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aesthetic questions are not mere theoretical conundrums for abstract analysis.
It argues that Hegel's understanding of art can provide an indispensable
hermeneutic relevant to current controversies. Art and the Absolute explores
the intricacies of Hegel's aesthetic thought, communicating its contemporary
relevance. It shows how for Hegel art illuminates the other areas of significant
human experience such as history, religion, politics, literature. Against
traditional, closed views, the result is a challenge to re-read Hegel's aesthetic
philosophy.
Essay from the year 2011 in the subject Philosophy - Practical (Ethics,
Aesthetics, Culture, Nature, Right, ...), grade: A+, Birkbeck, University of London
(Humanities), course: Modernism, language: English, abstract: The present
essay proposes to compare and contrast the relationship between natural
beauty and art beauty as it is conceived by Kant, Hegel and Adorno. Exploring
these forms intrinsically attached to public and private concerns of the
Aesthetics Theory, I will try to go beyond the author s texts and understand, if
not explore, what they intended to say to the society and the implications it
had in our society after that. Equally important, relate their works in Aesthetics
and inside-out world. Finally, the essay tangles the different efforts of the
writers when using representative forms of speech and what considers being a
more viable and broader definition of that Aesthetics.
A Comparative Study of Philosophies of Art
Introducing Philosophy of Art
Iconoclasm in Aesthetics
Selected Readings in Aesthetics from Plato to Heidegger
An Introduction to Art Theory
The Analytic Tradition, An Anthology
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