Road To Mecca Athol
Fugard Study Guide

The Road to MeccaTheatre
Communications Group
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to
SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-
quality study guides for challenging
works of literature. This 51-page guide
for "The Road to Mecca" by Athol
Fugard includes detailed chapter
summaries and analysis covering 2
chapters, as well as several more in-depth
sections of expert-written literary
analysis. Featured content includes
commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key
themes like Individual, Racial, and
Artistic Freedom Versus Oppression and
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Trust Versus Love.

Developed in workshops with award-
winning actors, these are the works in
Fugard'’s canon that most directly
confront the dehumanizing brutality of
apartheid. Includes: Sizwe Bansi is Dead,
The Island, and Statements After an
Arrest Under the Immorality Act.
Notebooks

The Road to Mecca, by Athol Fugard
The Train Driver

The Owl House

Study Guide to Athol Fugard's Road to
Mecca

Two Black scavengers emerge
from the underbrush loaded
with their total possessions: the
makings of a shack and a
battery of pots and pans, but

nothing to cook in them.
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These three Port Elizabeth plays,
which established South African
playwright Athol Fugard's
international reputation more
than twenty years ago, examine
with passion and grace close
family relationships strained
almost unendurably by the
harshest of economic and
political conditions. "A rare
playwright, who could be a
primary candidate for either the
Nobel Prize in Literature or the
Nobel Peace Prize."--Mel
Gussow, The New Yorker

The latest works by one of the
world's foremost playwrights.
Hello and Goodbye

The Painted Rocks at Revolver
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Creek
1960-1977
Statements

The Township Plays

Having spent her childhood at the
Owl House and returned to nurse her
ageing parents, artist Helen Martins
totally transformed its interior and
garden. Described as an integrated
environmental artwork, the Owl
House has become a popular off-the-
beaten-track attraction for tourists.
"Fugard registers and captures the
keen images that are the very stuff of
vibrant theatre."--Time

Original works exploring life in
tumultuous South Africa with the
intimacy and detail specific to the
camera's eye.

The Research, Analysis and Direction
of Athol Fugard's The Road to Mecca
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Valley Song

Marigolds in August, And, The Guest
"Master Harold"-- and the Boys
Devising New Stage Idioms

In the Johannesburg township of
Soweto, a young, black gangster in
South Africa, who leads a group of
violent criminals, slowly discovers the
meaning of compassion, dignity, and
his own humanity. Reprint. A South
African film, releasing February 2006
by Miramax) (General Fiction)

Susy Hendrix, a blind Greenwich
Village housewife, is terrorized by a
trio of men looking for heroin they
believe her husband has hidden in a
doll.

In December 2000, Pumla Lolwana
pulled her three children close to her
body and stepped in front of a train on
the railway tracks between Philippi and

Nyanga on the Cape Flats, South
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Africa. This true story demanded Athol
Fugard's attention and compelled him
to write The Train Driver; a beautiful
and haunting play of redemptive
power. The Train Driver received its
UK premiere at Hampstead Theatre,
London, in November 2010. 'Brave,
confrontational and tender . . .
Essential theatre viewing.' Sunday
Times, South Africa

My Children! My Africa! (TCG Edition)
Forays into Contemporary South
African Theatre

Featuring Athol Fugard's New Play

A Play in 2 Acts

A Lesson from Aloes
An argument between Master

Harold, a seventeen-year-old
South African, and Sam, the
black man employed at
Harold's mother's

restaurant, makes them
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reevaluate their friendship.
A play about two brothers
who lose themselves in
illusory hopes and dreams.
Naive optimism and self-
delusion finally give way to
self-reflection and
consciousness, and the
brothers abandon their role-
playing and embrace their
brotherhood.

The search for a means to an
end to apartheid erupts into
conflict between a black
township youth and his "old-
fashioned" black teacher.

A Play in Two Acts

Tsotsi

The Shadow of the
Hummingbird

“The” Road to Mecca

A South African pastor and a young
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teacher from Cape Town battle
over the fate of an eccentric elderly
widow.
A challenging examination of race
relations in post-apartheid South
Africa from an iconic playwright.
After the end of Apartheid, South
African theatre was characterized
by a remarkable process of
constant aesthetic reinvention. This
multivocal volume documents some
of the various ways in which the
“rainbow” nation has forged these
innovative stage idioms.
Sorrows and Rejoicings
No-Good Friday; Nongogo; The
Coat; Sizwe Bansi is Dead; The
Island
Caucasia
Coming Home
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Blood Knot and Other Plays

Look out for Danzy Senna's latest book,
New People, on sale in August! Birdie and
Cole are the daughters of a black father
and a white mother, intellectuals and
activists in the Civil Rights Movement in
1970s Boston. The sisters are so close that
they speak their own language, yet Birdie,
with her light skin and straight hair, is often
mistaken for white, while Cole is dark
enough to fit in with the other kids at school.
Despite their differences, Cole is Birdie’s
confidant, her protector, the mirror by
which she understands herself. Then their
parents’ marriage collapses. One night
Birdie watches her father and his new
girlfriend drive away with Cole. Soon
Birdie and her mother are on the road as
well, drifting across the country in search of
a new home. But for Birdie, home will
always be Cole. Haunted by the loss of her

sister, she sets out a desperate search for the
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family that left her behind. The
extraordinary national bestseller that
launched Danzy Senna’s literary career,
Caucasia is a modern classic, at once a
powerful coming of age story and a
groundbreaking work on identity and race
in America.

This collection of four plays, set in Port
Elizabeth, South Africa, portrays tense
family relationships or situations against a
background of wider suffering and
tensions, engaging our sympathies for South
Africans of all races.

Two women meet in a small Karoo village
after the funeral of David, the man they
both loved. One is white and was his wife.
The other is black and the mother of his
child. David, who was driven into exile
because of his political activism against
apartheid, reappears in the searing
memories of the women. During a hot

afternoon of truth and reconciliation,
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treaties of love are painfully hammered out.
The young confront the old, and what is
hope for these individuals is hope for the
new South Africa. [7]

Plays One

Port Elizabeth Plays

People are Living There

Wait Until Dark

Two Screenplays

Two former political activists
confront each other and the
events which led to their
sudden falling-out years ago.
THE STORY: Years ago,
Veronica Jonkers departed for
the big city in the brave New
South Africa, set on making her
dreams of fame and fortune
come true. In COMING HOME,
Veronica returns to Nieu

Bethesda several years later to
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die of AIDS, but she is
‘elegant reissue' -Plays
International, Summer
2000'They are the wonderfully
moving and amusing 'Sizwe
Bansi is Dead',... 'The Coat'
(previously unavailable), the
urgently profound 'The
Island'... Anyone interested in
freedom or drama should buy
this book.' Day by Day
Playland

The Captain's Tiger

The Blood Knot

The Road to Mecca, by Athol
Fugard, [director, Linda
Moore].

A Novel

A legendary playwright
mines the depth of the
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human heart.

Presents the script of a play
in which Miss Helen, an
elderly woman who appears
to be increasingly unable to
care for herself, becomes
the pawn in a struggle
between the local pastor
who wants to get Miss Helen
into an old-age home, and
Elsa, a young teacher who is
determined that Miss Helen
remain free.

This collection of Athol
Fugard's plays confirms his
reputation as 'South Africa's
most accomplished
playwright' (The Times).The

collection includes the plays
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The Road to Mecca, A Place
with the Pigs, My Children!
My Africa!, Playland and
Valley Song, and is
introduced by the author.
Boesman and Lena

Athol Fugard's the Road to
Mecca

A Study Guide

Sizwe Bansi is Dead and The
Island

Study Guide

Genre: Drama Characters: 2 males,
1 female Scenery: Bare Stage On
board the SS Graigaur a young
sailor begins to pen his first novel.
Assisted by his muse, a portrait of
his mother comes to life, and
supported by his friend, an illiterate

ship's mechanic, he struggles to
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balance romance and reality. This
most personal of Athol Fugard's
works is strictly autobiographical;
at twenty he abandoned his
university education, hitch hiked up
Africa and ended up on a tramp
steamer in Port Sudan. This play
refl ects his attempts to come to
terms with the conflicting emotions
evoked by memories of his
courageous mother and flawed
father. "Charming... Admire The
Captain's Tiger and the lovely way
in which it is told."” - The New York
Daily News

The Train Driver and Other Plays
The Road to Mecca

The Road to Mecca by Athol Fugard
(SuperSummary)

A Drama in Two Acts
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