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Semantic Mechanisms Of Humor
This book is the first comprehensive and systematic introduction to the linguistics of humor. Salvatore Attardo
takes a broad approach to the topic, exploring not only theoretical linguistic analyses, but also pragmatic and
semantic aspects, conversation and discourse analysis, ethnomethodology, and interactionist and variationist
sociolinguistics. The volume begins with chapters that introduce the terminology and conceptual and
methodological apparatus, as well as outlining the major theories in the field and examining incongruity and
resolution and the semiotics of humor. The second part of the book explores humor competence, with chapters
that cover semantic and pragmatic topics, the General Theory of Verbal Humor, and puns and their
interpretation. The third part provides an in-depth discussion of the applied linguistics of humor, and
examines social context, discourse and conversation analysis, and sociolinguistic aspects. In the final part of
the book, the discussion is extended beyond the central field of linguistics, with chapters discussing humor in
literature, in translation, and in the classroom. The volume brings together the multiple strands of current
knowledge about humor and linguistics, both theoretical and applied; it assumes no prior background in
humor studies, and will be a valuable resource for students from advanced undergraduate level upwards,
particularly those coming to linguistics from related disciplines.
The book offers a comprehensive account of how humor works in short stories, by presenting a model of
narrative comedy that is pragmatically as well as semantically, grammatically and stylistically informed. It is
the first study to combine a sequential analysis of the comic short story with a hierarchical one, merging
together horizontal and vertical narratological perspectives in a systematic way. The book covers the main
areas of linguistic analysis and is deliberately interdisciplinary, using input from philosophy, sociology and
psychology so as to touch upon the nature, motivations and functions of humor as a cognitive phenomenon in
a social context. Crucially, The Language of Comic Narratives combines a scholarly approach with a careful
explanation of key terms and concepts, making it accessible to researchers and students, as well as nonspecialists. Moreover, it reviews a broad range of historical critical data by examining the source texts, and it
provides many humorous examples, from jokes to extracts from comic narratives. Thus, it seeks to anchor
theory in specific texts, and also to show that many linguistic mechanisms of humor are common to jokes and
longer, literary comic narratives. The book tests the model of humorous narratives on a set of comic short
stories by British and American writers, ranging from Evelyn Waugh and Dorothy Parker, through Graham
Greene and Corey Ford, to David Lodge and Woody Allen. The validity of the model is confirmed through a
subsequent discussion of apparent counter-examples.
The book is intended to provide a definitive view of the field of humor research for both beginning and
established scholars in a variety of fields who are developing an interest in humor and need to familiarize
themselves with the available body of knowledge. Each chapter of the book is devoted to an important aspect
of humor research or to a disciplinary approach to the field, and each is written by the leading expert or
emerging scholar in that area. There are two primary motivations for the book. The positive one is to collect
and summarize the impressive body of knowledge accumulated in humor research in and around Humor: The
International Journal of Humor Research. The negative motivation is to prevent the embarrassment to and
from the "first-timers," often established experts in their own field, who venture into humor research without
any notion that there already exists a body of knowledge they need to acquire before publishing anything on
the subject-unless they are in the business of reinventing the wheel and have serious doubts about its being
round! The organization of the book reflects the main groups of scholars participating in the increasingly
popular and high-powered humor research movement throughout the world, an 800 to 1,000-strong
contingent, and growing. The chapters are organized along the same lines: History, Research Issues, Main
Directions, Current Situation, Possible Future, Bibliography-and use the authors' definitive credentials not to
promote an individual view, but rather to give the reader a good comprehensive and condensed view of the
area.
"Humor is complex, and the author, Mitch Earleywine, does an exceptional job of covering the big bases of
humor from a research perspective in a small space with a readable content. When I first picked up this book
and began reading it, I was looking for depth. What I found was an overview and at the same time a very
exciting way to provide an entrÈe into psychology-a vehicle for students to grab hold of topics central to
psychology but studiedand researched in terms of modern themes, and particularly humor." --PsycCRITIQUES
"I've just finished reading Humor 101 with great interest and admiration. The book combines psychological
research and practicality beautifully and humorously." -- Bob Mankoff Cartoon Editor, The New Yorker
Magazine "In lucid, cheerful prose, Earleywine offers up the impossible: an explanation of humor that is as
thoughtful, fascinating, and entertaining as humor itself." Elisa Albert Author of ,The Book of Dahliaand How
This Night is Different "Dr. Earleywine's witty insight on this topic will make you funny, happy, and wise. Mitch
has that rare ability to clearly explain something that is mysterious as it is magical: the power of laughter.
Read this book and laugh while you learn." Brett Siddell Sirius/XM Satellite Radio Personality "Dr. Earleywine
has written the perfect guide to understanding humor. No one else has the unique combination of witty stage
time, outstanding teaching expertise, and impressive scientific background. You'll love this book." Derrick
Jackson Winner, Ultimate Laff-Down What makes something funny? How does humor impact health and
psychological well-being? How can you incorporate humor into everyday life? A concise, reader-friendly
introduction to an important but often underappreciated topic in modern psychology, Humor 101 explains the
role of comedy, jokes, and wit in the sciences and discusses why they are so important to understand.
Psychology professor Dr. Mitch Earleywine draws from his personal experiences in stand-up comedy to focus
on how humor can regulate emotion, reduce anxiety and defuse tense situations, expose pretensions, build
personal relationships, and much more. He irreverently debunks the pseudoscience on the topic of humor and
leaves readers not only funnier, but better informed. The Psych 101 Series Short, reader-friendly introductions
to cutting-edge topics in psychology. With key concepts, controversial topics, and fascinating accounts of upto-the-minute research, The Psych 101 Series is a valuable resource for all students of psychology and anyone
interested in the field.
Humorous Discourse
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23rd Annual Installment
Dimensions of Humor
Linguistic Theories of Humor
Humorous Garden-Paths
7th International Workshop on Fuzzy Logic and Applications, WILF 2007, Camogli, Italy, July 7-10, 2007,
Proceedings

The Routledge Handbook of Language and Humor presents the first ever comprehensive, indepth treatment of all the sub-fields of the linguistics of humor, broadly conceived as the
intersection of the study of language and humor. The reader will find a thorough historical,
terminological, and theoretical introduction to the field, as well as detailed treatments of the
various approaches to language and humor. Deliberately comprehensive and wide-ranging,
the handbook includes chapter-long treatments on the traditional topics covered by language
and humor (e.g., teasing, laughter, irony, psycholinguistics, discourse analysis, the major
linguistic theories of humor, translation) but also cutting-edge treatments of internet humor,
cognitive linguistics, relevance theoretic, and corpus-assisted models of language and humor.
Some chapters, such as the variationist sociolinguistcs, stylistics, and politeness are the firstever syntheses of that particular subfield. Clusters of related chapters, such as conversation
analysis, discourse analysis and corpus-assisted analysis allow multiple perspectives on
complex trans-disciplinary phenomena. This handbook is an indispensable reference work for
all researchers interested in the interplay of language and humor, within linguistics, broadly
conceived, but also in neighboring disciplines such as literary studies, psychology, sociology,
anthropology, etc. The authors are among the most distinguished scholars in their fields.
Why are things funny? How has humor changed over the centuries? How can humor be a
political force? Featuring expert authors from across the globe, The Languages of Humor
discusses three main types of humour: verbal, visual, and physical. Despite the differences
between them, all have a common purpose, showing us in different ways the reality that we
live in, and how we can reflect on that reality. To this end, the book shows how humor has
been used to address such topics as the Holocaust and the Soviet Union, and why it has been
controversial in cases including Charlie Hebdo. The Languages of Humor explores a subject
that is of interest in a wide range of intellectual disciplines including sociology, psychology,
communication, philosophy, history, social sciences, linguistics, computer science, literature,
theatre, education, and cultural studies. This volume features contributions from worldleading academics, some of who have professional backgrounds in this field. This unique
research-led book, which includes over 20 illustrations, offers a top-down analysis of humor
studies.
'Ontological Semantics' introduces a comprehensive approach to the treatment of text
meaning by computer, arguing that being able to use meaning is crucial to the success of
natural language processing applications.
This book starts from three observations. First, the use of humour is a complex, puzzling, and
idiosyncratically human form of behaviour (and hence is of scientific interest). Second, there
is currently no theory of how humour works. Third, one useful step towards a theory of
humour is to analyze humorous items in precise detail, in order to understand their
mechanisms. The author begins by considering how to study jokes rigorously: the
assumptions to make, the guidelines to follow and the pitfalls to avoid. A critique of other
work on humour is also provided. This introduces some important concepts, and also
demonstrates the lack of agreement about what a theory of humour should look like. The
language devices used in various jokes, such as puns or humour based on misinterpretation,
are analysed in detail. The central part of the book develops, and demonstrates, proposals for
how best to analyze the workings of simple jokes. Finally, the author makes some general
suggestions about the language devices that seem to be central to the construction of jokes.
The Linguistic Analysis of Jokes will be invaluable for researchers and advanced students of
humour research, linguistics and cognitive science.
Writing Humor
Humorous Texts
The Workings of Language
Encyclopedia of Humor Studies
10th International Conference, CICLing 2009, Mexico City, Mexico, March 1-7, 2009,
Proceedings
Script-Based Semantics
Beard's Humor in the Advertising Business offers a concise yet thorough exploration of how advertising
humor works. As one of advertising's most frequently used tactics, humor is an admittedly complicated
topic. Supported with dozens of the world's funniest ads, insights from creative strategists and artists, and
decades of research, Humor in the Advertising Business surveys the whimsical side of modern advertising.
Great as a supplemental text in Advertising Principles, Copywriting, and Advertising Strategy courses.
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The book contains essays in honor of Victor Raskin. The contributions are all directly related to some of
the major areas of work in which Raskin's scholarship has spanned for decades. The obvious connecting
idea is the encyclopedic script-based foundation of lexical meaning, which informs his pioneering work in
semantics in the 1970s and 1980s. The first part of the book collects articles directly concerned with
script-based semantics, which examine both the theoretical and methodological premises of the idea and
its applications. Script-based semantics is the foundation of both Raskin's ground-breaking work in humor
research (addressed by the articles in part 2) and in Ontological semantics (addressed in part 3), the most
recent development of script-based semantics. The fourth part is dedicated to a less-known, but equally
important, strand of Raskin's research, the applications of linguistics to other fields, including writing,
lexicography, and professional applications (e,g., tourism). Overall, the book provides and up-to-date, indepth discussion of an influential strand of the discussion on semantics and its most recent developments
and influence on other seemingly unrelated fields, such as Cognitive Linguistics.
Eminent linguists tell the real stories behind prescriptivism, dialects, American Sign Language, the EnglishOnly movement, language and politics, media communication, and other topics concerning language in
society.
Elliott Oring asks essential questions concerning humorous expression in contemporary society,
examining how humor works, why it is employed, and what its messages might be. This provocative book
is filled with examples of jokes and riddles that reveal humor to be a meaningful--even significant--form of
expression. Oring provides alternate ways of thinking about humorous expressions by examining their
contexts--not just their contents. Engaging Humor demonstrates that when analyzed contextually and
comparatively, humorous expressions emerge as communications that are startling, intriguing, and
profound.
Creativity and the Comic Mind
Towards a stylistic model of satirical humour
A Semantic and Pragmatic Analysis
The Linguistics of Humor
Humor 101
Humor Construction in Short Stories
This book attempts to discuss selected but thorny issues of humor research that form the major stumbling blocks as well as
challenges in humor studies at large and thus merit insightful discussion. Any discourse is action, so the text-creation process is
always set in a non-verbal context, built of a social and communicative situation, and against the background of relevant culture.
On the other hand, humor scholars claim that humorous discourse has its special, essential features that distinguish it from other
discourses. The pragmatic solution to the issue of potential circularity of humor defined in terms of discourse and discourse in
terms of humor seems only feasible, and thus there is a need to discuss the structure and mechanisms of humorous texts and
humorous performances. The chapters in the present volume, contributed by leading scholars in the field of humor studies,
address the issues from various theoretical perspectives, from contextual semantics through General Theory of Verbal Humor,
cognitive linguistics, discourse studies, sociolinguistics, to Ontological Semantic Theory of Humor, providing an excellent
overview of the field to novices and experts alike.
So this English professor comes into class and starts talking about the textual organization of jokes, the taxonomy of puns, the
relations between the linguistic form and the content of humorous texts, and other past and current topics in language-based
research into humor. At the end he stuffs all
The occasioning of self-disclosure humor / Susan M. Ervin-Tripp & Martin Lampert -- Direct address as a resource for humor /
Neal R. Norrick & Claudia Bubel -- An interactional approach to irony development / Helga Kotthoff -- Multimodal and
intertextual humor in the media reception situation : the case of watching football on TV / Cornelia Gerhardt -- Using humor to
do masculinity at work / Stephanie Schnurr & Janet Holmes -- Boundary-marking humor : institutional, gender, and ethnic
demarcation in the workplace / Bernadette Vine ... [et al.] Impolite responses to failed humor / Nancy D. Bell -- Failed humor in
conversation : a double voicing analysis / Béatrice Priego-Valverde
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the Third International Conference on Distributed, Ambient, and Pervasive
Interactions, DAPI 2015, held as part of the 17th International Conference on Human-Computer Interaction, HCII 2015, held in
Los Angeles, CA, USA, in August 2015, jointly with 15 other thematically conferences. The total of 1462 papers and 246 posters
presented at the HCII 2015 conferences were carefully reviewed and selected from 4843 submissions. These papers address the
latest research and development efforts and highlight the human aspects of design and use of computing systems. The papers
accepted for presentation thoroughly cover the entire field of human-computer interaction, addressing major advances in
knowledge and effective use of computers in a variety of application areas. This volume contains papers addressing the following
major topics: designing and developing intelligent environments; natural interaction; design and development of distributed,
ambient and pervasive interactions; smart devices, objects and materials; location, motion and activity recognition; smart cities
and communities; and humor in ambient intelligence.
Distributed, Ambient, and Pervasive Interactions
Humor in the Advertising Business
Studies in Text and Discourse
Conversational Joking
Humor in Everyday Talk

The 7th International Workshop on Fuzzy Logic and Applications, held in Camogli, Italy in July 2007, presented the latest
findings in the field. This volume features the refereed proceedings from that meeting. It includes 84 full papers as well as
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three keynote speeches. The papers are organized into topical sections covering fuzzy set theory, fuzzy information
access and retrieval, fuzzy machine learning, and fuzzy architectures and systems.
The corpus-based approach to humor offers innovative and more than plausible objectives, supported by sound
arguments, which underline the need to analyze humor both verbally and non-verbally. The cognitive linguistic account of
humor sets to analyze a corpus of humorous meanings in interaction and to present the elements that help to create the
humorous effects: common ground, intersubjectivity, facial expressions, speakers' attitude, etc. The large corpus of
examples annotated in ELAN offers a much-needed multimodal perspective of humor, which encompasses all the
different techniques used by speakers. The present analysis offers inspiring insight for future research, in different fields
of study: multimodality, humor, and psycholinguistics. The study reveals the need of analyzing both verbal and nonverbal elements in discourse in general and humor in particular as co-speech gestures are essential for the
understanding of the message as intended by the speakers.
To what extent can Cognitive Linguistics benefit from the systematic study of a creative phenomenon like humor?
Although the authors in this volume approach this question from different perspectives, they share the profound belief
that humorous data may provide a unique insight into the complex interplay of quantitative and qualitative aspects of
meaning construction.
This book covers a broad range of issues in the studies of text and discourse. It combines a theoretical framework with
empirical engagement, and brings together various approaches to these two phenomena from the structural, functional
and cognitive perspectives. While this topic has been widely discussed in recent years, such studies have mostly focused
on specific language and discourse types. This work, however, presents the analysis of texts from American, British,
Azerbaijani, French and Russian discourses across various types and genres, and adopts an exclusive focus on
pragmatic and cognitive aspects. The study of these two aspects can help reveal not only global and local (cultural)
identities, but also the specific features of their discourse types and genres. As such, the book also pays extensive
attention to the role the studies of text and discourse can play in exploring globalization and intercultural communication.
Humor in Interaction
The Languages of Humor
Foundations and Applications. Essays in Honor of Victor Raskin
An Introduction
A Pragmatic-Cognitive Study
The Primer of Humor Research
The Encyclopedia of Humor Studies explores the concept of humor in history and modern society in the United States and
internationally. This work’s scope encompasses the humor of children, adults, and even nonhuman primates throughout the ages,
from crude jokes and simple slapstick to sophisticated word play and ironic parody and satire. As an academic social history, it
includes the perspectives of a wide range of disciplines, including sociology, child development, social psychology, life style history,
communication, and entertainment media. Readers will develop an understanding of the importance of humor as it has developed
globally throughout history and appreciate its effects on child and adult development, especially in the areas of health, creativity,
social development, and imagination. This two-volume set is available in both print and electronic formats. Features & Benefits: The
General Editor also serves as Editor-in-Chief of HUMOR: International Journal of Humor Research for The International Society for
Humor Studies. The book’s 335 articles are organized in A-to-Z fashion in two volumes (approximately 1,000 pages). This work is
enhanced by an introduction by the General Editor, a Foreword, a list of the articles and contributors, and a Reader’s Guide that
groups related entries thematically. A Chronology of Humor, a Resource Guide, and a detailed Index are included. Each entry
concludes with References/Further Readings and cross references to related entries. The Index, Reader’s Guide themes, and cross
references between and among related entries combine to provide robust search-and-browse features in the electronic version. This
two-volume, A-to-Z set provides a general, non-technical resource for students and researchers in such diverse fields as
communication and media studies, sociology and anthropology, social and cognitive psychology, history, literature and linguistics,
and popular culture and folklore. Key Themes: Anthropology, Folklore, and Ethnicity Antiquity Components of Humor Culture
Entertainment Industry History Literature and Major Literary Figures Performing Arts Philosophy and Religion Politics Psychology
Clinical and Counseling Psychology Cognition Developmental Psychology General Psychology Health Psychology Interpersonal
Relationships Motivation and Emotion Neuropsychology Personality and Social Psychology Tests and Measurement Professions
Business World Education Law Humor Theory Linguistics Mathematics, Computer Science, and the Internet National, Ethnic, and
Regional Humor Africa Americas Asia Europe Middle East Physiology and Biology Sociology Visual Humor
Even though the ability to create witty puns seems to be an inherent skill of humankind, an apt explanation of their linguistic nature
has evaded many academic descriptions. This monograph offers a novel conceptual perspective on the creation of meaning
observable beneath the surface of wordplay. The rationale for such an approach lies in the fact that language, and hence wordplay, is
a cognitive phenomenon which involves some underlying complex mental processes, such as thinking in terms of image schemas,
conceptual metaphor and metonymy, or blending, to mention just a few. The book provides a survey of relevant linguistic research,
introduces the main tenets of cognitive linguistics, and offers an analysis of wordplay in the light of available cognitive literature. The
final outcome of this work is an array of intricate mechanisms that govern creation and comprehension of wordplay. The book will be
of interest to anybody who finds wordplay research appealing, no matter their level of expertise in the field.
Semantic Mechanisms of HumorSpringer Science & Business Media
This book advances a model for the analysis of contemporary satirical humour. Combining a range of theoretical frameworks in
stylistics, pragmatics and discourse analysis, Simpson examines both the methods of textual composition and the strategies of
interpretation for satire. Verbal irony is central to the model, in respect of which Simpson isolates three principal “ironic phases” that
shape the uptake of satirical humour. Throughout the book, consistent emphasis is placed on satire’s status as a culturally situated
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discursive practice, while the categories of the model proposed are amply illustrated with textual examples. A notable feature of the
book is a chapter on the legal implications of using satirical humour as a weapon of attack in the public domain. A book where
Jonathan Swift meets Private Eye magazine, this entertaining and thought-provoking study will interest those working in stylistics,
humorology, pragmatics and discourse analysis. It also has relevance for forensic discourse analysis, and for media, literary and
cultural studies.
A Cognitive Linguistics Account of Wordplay
Cognitive Linguistics and Humor Research
Ontological Semantics
Configuring Nicodemus
Third International Conference, DAPI 2015, Held as Part of HCI International 2015, Los Angeles, CA, USA, August 2-7, 2015,
Proceedings
Analyzing Language and Humor in Online Communication

Surprising as it may seem, sometimes humans like being led up the garden path, which is thanks to the pleasurable feeling of surprise
entwined with a humorous effect deception tends to afford. The central issue under investigation is the nature of short humorous texts
in the form of one-liners and witticisms based on the “garden-path mechanism”. The monograph provides a survey of relevant
linguistic research, recapitulating and assessing other authors’ theses in the context of their applicability in the analysis of garden-path
humour. Discussions are conducted in the light of not only humour studies but also cognitive and pragmatic literature on human
communication in general, with a view to presenting a meticulous description of short garden-path texts. The book should be of
interest to anybody who finds humour research appealing, whether or not already familiar with this field. No background knowledge is
necessary on the reader’s part, given that all relevant postulates and theories are revisited. Also, the author steers a clear course
through many terminological and conceptual obstacles that can be encountered in the study of humour (e.g. verbal/non-verbal humour,
ambiguity types, punning, etc.).
The professor of writing analyzes short fiction, sketches, essays, and scripts to discover the secrets of humorous writing and then
offers aspiring writers practical advice on how to write humor, comedy, satire, parody, and nonsense. Simultaneous. (Literature)
This book presents a theory of long humorous texts based on a revision and an upgrade of the General Theory of Verbal Humour
(GTVH), a decade after its first proposal. The theory is informed by current research in psycholinguistics and cognitive science. It is
predicated on the fact that there are humorous mechanisms in long texts that have no counterpart in jokes. The book includes a
number of case studies, among them Oscar Wilde's Lord Arthur Savile's Crime and Allais' story Han Rybeck. A ground-breaking
discussion of the quantitative distribution of humor in select texts is presented.
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 10th International Conference on Computational Linguistics and Intelligent Text
Processing, CICLing 2009, held in Mexico City, Mexico in March 2009. The 44 revised full papers presented together with 4 invited
papers were carefully reviewed and selected from numerous submissions. The papers cover all current issues in computational
linguistics research and present intelligent text processing applications.
An Interdisciplinary Approach to Complex Characterization
Handbook of Pragmatics
The Sense of Humor
Applications of Fuzzy Sets Theory
Engaging Humor
Explorations of a Personality Characteristic
Michael Whitenton offers a fresh perspective on the characterization of Nicodemus, focusing on the benefit of Hellenistic rhetoric and the
cognitive sciences for understanding audience construals of characters in ancient narratives. Whitenton builds an interdisciplinary
approach to ancient characters, utilizing cognitive science, Greek stock characters, ancient rhetoric, and modern literary theory. He then
turns his attention to the characterization of Nicodemus, where he argues that Nicodemus would likely be understood initially as a
dissembling character, only to depart from that characterization later in the narrative, suggesting a journey toward Johannine faith.
Whitenton presents a compelling argument: many in an ancient audience would construe Nicodemus in ways that suggest his development
from doubt and suspicion to commitment and devotion.
All of us inject puns, jokes, and wisecracks into our talk. This book investigates these and other forms of humor that enliven everyday
conversation, examining the ways humor helps us break the ice, fill awkward silences, smooth the way for requests, and build group
solidarity. Norrick demonstrates that an account of joking is a necessary part of any complete description of conversation. At the same time,
he shows that conversation is the natural home of many forms of humor. We can understand these only if we can explain why and how they
are used in everyday talk. Norrick's close study of joking provides new insights into both verbal humor and the nature of conversation.
Conversational Joking builds on recent developments in discourse analysis and linguistic pragmatics, and on current work in the study of
humor, narrative, and social interaction. It provides a coherent perspective on conversational joking and makes a major contribution to our
understanding of humor, conversation, and face-to-face interaction.
This is the first edited volume dedicated specifically to exploring humor in the academic world. It is a rich collection of essays by an
international array of scholars representing various theoretical perspectives and practical orientations in the disciplines of Linguistics,
Literature, Cultural Studies, and Translation, but all concerned with the interactional aspects of humor. The two main reasons behind the
publication of this volume are, first, to continue the journey along the path towards full recognition of humor as a discipline worthy of
research and assessment, and, second, to offer a new and integrating perspective on hu¬mor to showcase the wide range of dimensions that
it offers. This book is sure to become an important reference and source of inspiration for scholars in the various subfields of Humor
Studies: Linguistics, Literature, Cultural Studies, and Translation.
This encyclopaedia of one of the major fields of language studies is a continuously updated source of state-of-the-art information for
anyone interested in language use. The IPrA Handbook of Pragmatics provides easy access – for scholars with widely divergent
backgrounds but with convergent interests in the use and functioning of language – to the different topics, traditions and methods which
together make up the field of pragmatics, broadly conceived as the cognitive, social and cultural study of language and communication, i.e.
the science of language use. The Handbook of Pragmatics is a unique reference work for researchers, which has been expanded and
updated continuously with annual installments since 1995. Also available as Online Resource: benjamins.com/online/hop/
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Theory, Practice, and Wit
The Language of Comic Narratives
A Multimodal Study of Sarcasm in Interactional Humor
The Routledge Handbook of Language and Humor
Semantic Mechanisms of Humor
Linguistic Aspects of Verbal Humor in Stand-up Comedy

Misunderstandings in technology-mediated communication can be due to a lack of tone and facial expression
on the part of the speaker, which provide additional context clues into the meaning of the message beyond
textual representation. As technology becomes more of a ubiquitous element in our interactions with one
another, further study into the ways in which language and humor are conveyed online and impact human
communication is essential. Analyzing Language and Humor in Online Communication presents a compendium
of research into virtual communities, online communication, social networks, and the ways that language, and
humor in particular, are being conveyed and understood in these digital environments. Emphasizing examples
from popular culture and contemporary media, this innovative publication fills the current void in the literature
by focusing specifically on humor creation and perception in the digital age. Students, researchers, linguists,
psychologists, media professionals, and sociologists will find this publication to be a unique reference source.
GOAL This is the funniest book I have ever written - and the ambiguity here is deliberate. Much of this book is
about deliberate ambiguity, described as unambiguously as possible, so the previous sentence is probably the
fIrst, last, and only deliberately ambiguous sentence in the book. Deliberate ambiguity will be shown to underlie
much, if not all, of verbal humor. Some of its forms are simple enough to be perceived as deliberately
ambiguous on the surface; in others, the ambiguity results from a deep semantic analysis. Deep semantic
analysis is the core of this approach to humor. The book is the fIrst ever application of modem linguistic theory
to the study of humor and it puts forward a formal semantic theory of verbal humor. The goal of the theory is to
formulate the necessary and sufficient conditions, in purely semantic terms, for a text to be funny. In other
words, if a formal semantic analysis of a text yields a certain set of semantic proptrties which the text
possesses, then the text is recognized as a joke. As any modem linguistic theory, this semantic theory of humor
attempts to match a natural intuitive ability which the native speaker has, in this particular case, the ability to
perceive a text as funny, i. e. , to distinguish a joke from a non-joke.
On the Discourse of Satire
Verbal, Visual, and Physical Humor
Computational Linguistics and Intelligent Text Processing
The Linguistic Analysis of Jokes
From Prescriptions to Perspectives
Explorations in Linguistics, Literature, Cultural Studies and Translation
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