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The Anglo Saxon Age A Very Short Introduction
Very Short Introductions
First published as part of the best-selling The Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, John Blair's
Very Short Introduction to the Anglo-Saxon Age covers the emergence of the earliest English
settlements to the Norman victory in 1066. This book is a brief introduction to the political,
social, religious, and cultural history of Anglo-Saxon England. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Anglo-Saxon Age: A Very Short IntroductionOxford Paperbacks
Christian theology and religious belief were crucially important to Anglo-Saxon society, and are
manifest in the surviving textual, visual and material evidence. This is the first full-length study
investigating how Christian theology and religious beliefs permeated society and underpinned
social values in early medieval England. The influence of the early medieval Church as an
institution is widely acknowledged, but Christian theology itself is generally considered to have
been accessible only to a small educated elite. This book shows that theology had a much greater
and more significant impact than has been recognised. An examination of theology in its social
context, and how it was bound up with local authorities and powers, reveals a much more subtle
interpretation of secular processes, and shows how theological debate affected the ways that
religious and lay individuals lived and died. This was not a one-way flow, however: this book also
examines how social and cultural practices and interests affected the development of theology in
Anglo-Saxon England, and how ’popular’ belief interacted with literary and academic traditions.
Through case-studies, this book explores how theological debate and discussion affected the
personal perspectives of Christian Anglo-Saxons, including where possible those who could not
read. In all of these, it is clear that theology was not detached from society or from the
experiences of lay people, but formed an essential constituent part.
Grossbritannien/Irland - Siedlung - Holzarchitektur.
Coming of Christianity to Anglo-Saxon England
The Idea of Anglo-Saxon England 1066-1901
Manuscripts from the Anglo-Saxon Age
The Anglo-Saxon State
Theology and Society in an Age of Faith
Writing, Kingship, and Power in Anglo-Saxon England
Early Anglo-Saxon England saw some of the most important elements in the creation of modern
England: the Germanic migrations after the departure of the Romans and the introduction of
Christianity in the 7th century. While traditionally the early centuries of Anglo-Saxon England have
been disregarded as"'lost centuries," archaeological evidence, paired with the later written sources, can
reveal a complex and often sophisticated society. This period saw the beginnings of urbanization, with
the establishment of market-places enabling the trade of local and exotic goods, and the first schools
were introduced in the 7th century. Sally Crawford looks at how the Anglo-Saxons lived, from the
composition of an Anglo-Saxon family and how status was defined by an individual's occupation, to the
complexities of feasting and drinking and how adults and children found entertainment.
Archaeologies and histories of the fens of eastern England, continue to suggest, explicitly or by
implication, that the early medieval fenland was dominated by the activities of north-west European
colonists in a largely empty landscape. Using existing and new evidence and arguments, this new
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interdisciplinary history of the Anglo-Saxon fenland offers another interpretation. The fen islands and
the silt fens show a degree of occupation unexpected a few decades ago. Dense Romano-British
settlement appears to have been followed by consistent early medieval occupation on every island in the
peat fens and across the silt fens, despite the impact of climatic change. The inhabitants of the region
were organised within territorial groups in a complicated, almost certainly dynamic, hierarchy of
subordinate and dominant polities, principalities and kingdoms. Their prosperous livelihoods were based
on careful collective control, exploitation and management of the vast natural water-meadows on which
their herds of cattle grazed. This was a society whose origins could be found in prehistoric Britain, and
which had evolved through the period of Roman control and into the post-imperial decades and
centuries that followed. The rich and complex history of the development of the region shows, it is
argued, a traditional social order evolving, adapting and innovating in response to changing times.
Collection of source material and crucial interpretations, offering a comprehensive guide to Anglo-Saxon
warfare.
A sweeping and original history of the Anglo-Saxons by national bestselling author Marc Morris. Sixteen
hundred years ago Britain left the Roman Empire and swiftly fell into ruin. Grand cities and luxurious
villas were deserted and left to crumble, and civil society collapsed into chaos. Into this violent and
unstable world came foreign invaders from across the sea, and established themselves as its new masters.
The Anglo-Saxons traces the turbulent history of these people across the next six centuries. It explains
how their earliest rulers fought relentlessly against each other for glory and supremacy, and then were
almost destroyed by the onslaught of the vikings. It explores how they abandoned their old gods for
Christianity, established hundreds of churches and created dazzlingly intricate works of art. It charts the
revival of towns and trade, and the origins of a familiar landscape of shires, boroughs and bishoprics. It is
a tale of famous figures like King Offa, Alfred the Great and Edward the Confessor, but also features a
host of lesser known characters - ambitious queens, revolutionary saints, intolerant monks and grasping
nobles. Through their remarkable careers we see how a new society, a new culture and a single unified
nation came into being. Drawing on a vast range of original evidence - chronicles, letters, archaeology
and artefacts - renowned historian Marc Morris illuminates a period of history that is only dimly
understood, separates the truth from the legend, and tells the extraordinary story of how the foundations
of England were laid.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
Sources and Interpretations of Anglo-Saxon Warfare in the Viking Age
Basic Readings
Law and Order in Anglo-Saxon England
The Wealth of Anglo-Saxon England
The Anglo-Saxon Age

A radical rethinking of the Anglo-Saxon world that draws on
the latest archaeological discoveries This beautifully
illustrated book draws on the latest archaeological
discoveries to present a radical reappraisal of the AngloSaxon built environment and its inhabitants. John Blair, one
of the world's leading experts on this transformative era in
England's early history, explains the origins of towns,
manor houses, and castles in a completely new way, and sheds
new light on the important functions of buildings and
settlements in shaping people's lives during the age of the
Venerable Bede and King Alfred. Building Anglo-Saxon England
demonstrates how hundreds of recent excavations enable us to
grasp for the first time how regionally diverse the built
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environment of the Anglo-Saxons truly was. Blair identifies
a zone of eastern England with access to the North Sea whose
economy, prosperity, and timber buildings had more in common
with the Low Countries and Scandinavia than the rest of
England. The origins of villages and their field systems
emerge with a new clarity, as does the royal administrative
organization of the kingdom of Mercia, which dominated
central England for two centuries. Featuring a wealth of
color illustrations throughout, Building Anglo-Saxon England
explores how the natural landscape was modified to
accommodate human activity, and how many
settlements--secular and religious—were laid out with
geometrical precision by specialist surveyors. The book also
shows how the Anglo-Saxon love of elegant and intricate
decoration is reflected in the construction of the living
environment, which in some ways was more sophisticated than
it would become after the Norman Conquest.
A study of Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Norman canals and
waterways, this book is based on evidence surrounding the
nature of water transport in the period. A collection of
essays, this study unearths this neglected but important
aspect of medieval engineering and economic growth.
The Anglo-Saxons first appeared on the historical scene as
pagan pirates and mercenaries moving into the declining
Roman Empire in the fifth century. By the time of the Norman
Conquest in 1066, Anglo-Saxon England was one of the most
sophisticated states in the medieval West, renowned for its
ecclesiastical and cultural achievements. The written word
was of tremendous importance in this transformation. Within
a century of the introduction of Christianity and literacy,
the book had become a central element of Anglo-Saxon
society, and a rich vehicle for cultural and artistic
expression. This new edition of Anglo-Saxon Manuscripts
provides a short introduction to the art of bookmaking in
the Anglo-Saxon period and illustrates in colour over 150
examples of the finest Anglo-Saxon books in the British
Library and other major collections.
At a period earlier than the dawn of written history there
lived somewhere among the great table-lands and plains of
Central Asia a race known to us only by the uncertain name
of Aryans. These Aryans were a fair-skinned and well-built
people, long past the stage of aboriginal savagery, and
possessed of a considerable degree of primitive culture...
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The Sword in Anglo-Saxon England
Remembering, Forgetting, Deciphering, and Renewing the Past
The Anglo-Saxon Age c.400-1042
A New History of the Anglo-Saxon World
Anglo-Saxon England
The Kings & Queens of Anglo-Saxon England
First published in 2000, Basic Readings in Anglo-Saxon England (BRASE) is
a series of volumes that collect classic, exemplary, or ground-breaking
essays in the fields of Anglo-Saxon studies generally written in the 1960s
or later, or commissioned by a volume editor to fulfill the purpose of the
given volume. This, the sixth volume in the series, is the first devoted to
history and the first edited by a scholar outside the field of literary study.
David Pelteret has collected fifteen previously published essays: the first
nine of his essays present a conspectus of Anglo-Saxon history; the other
seven are spread among seven "Special Approaches": Anthropology,
Archaeology, Art History, Economic and Comparative History, Geography
and Geology, Place-Names, and Topography and Archaeology.
This study concerns the importance of the sword in Anglo-Saxon and Viking
society, with reference to surviving swords and literary sources, especially
Beowulf.
The seven centuries of the Anglo-Saxon period in England, roughly AD
400-1100, were a time of extraordinary and profound transformation in
almost every aspect of its culture, culminating in a dramatic shift from a
barbarian society to a recognizably medieval civilization. This book traces
the changing nature of that art, the different roles it played in Anglo-Saxon
culture, and the various ways it both reflected and influenced the changing
context in which it was created. From its first manifestations in the
metalwork and ceramics of the early settlers, Anglo-Saxon art displays
certain inbuilt and highly distinctive stylistic and iconographic features.
Despite the many new influences which were regularly absorbed and
adapted by Anglo-Saxon artists and craftsmen, these characteristics
continued to resonate through the centuries in the great manuscripts,
ivories, metalwork and sculpture of this inventive and creative culture. This
book highlights the character, leitmotifs and underlying continuities of
Anglo-Saxon art, whilst also placing it firmly in its wider cultural and
political context.
The enormous hoard of beautiful gold military objects found in 2009 in a
field in Staffordshire has focused huge attention on the mysterious world
of 7th and 8th century Britain. This book discusses the tumultuous
centuries between the departure of the Roman legions and the arrival of
Norman invaders nearly seven centuries later.
A History of the Beginnings of England: 400 – 1066
An Atlas of Anglo-Saxon England
Heaven and Earth in Anglo-Saxon England
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms
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The Anglo-Saxons from the Migration Period to the Eighth Century

The End of the Anglo-Saxon Age and the Coming of the AntiChrist describes the history of the earth as illuminated in
the Bible, particularly the last quarter-millenium and
Revelation. There will be about 6,000 years of earth's
history before Daniel's final or seventieth week of seven
biblical years and then Christ's millennial Sabbath. Each
thousand year period roughly corresponds with a day of
creation. At the end of the sixth millennial day--i.e. the
last 250 years--man came forth as represented by the AngloSaxon nations who are the descendants of the two sons of
Joseph, who had God's birthright blessings, which would be
enormous. Jacob prophesied that his younger grandson would
become a multitude of nations, followed by the older
grandson becoming a great nation. During this time, Britain
became Great, producing Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.
Britain had a vibrant Christian population beginning in the
late 1780s, and America's beginnings were clearly Christian.
No two nations have ever been blessed so much. When
evolution finally supplanted the God of the Bible, Britain
lost her Empire. God then raised up America until she, too,
followed Britain's downward path. According to the Bible,
the Anglo-Saxons must return to Israel. Hence, the standard
of living in both America and Britain must soon rapidly
decline, and, at the same time, Israel must become a much
more desirable destination; Israel must destroy its
surrounding enemies, which the Bible details. However, these
great victories only set up the 1,260-day Great Tribulation,
ending with Christ's return.
The idea of Into the Woods is not to supplant works by
Aristotle, Lajos Egri, Robert McKee, David Mamet, or any
other writers of guides for screenwriters and playwrights,
but to pick up on their cues and take the reader on a
historical, philosophical, scientific, and psychological
journey to the heart of all storytelling. In this exciting
and wholly original book, John Yorke not only shows that
there is truly a unifying shape to narrative—one that echoes
the great fairytale journey into the woods, and one, like
any great art, that comes from deep within—he explains why,
too. With examples ranging from The Godfather to True
Detective, Mad Men to Macbeth, and fairy tales to
Forbrydelsen (The Killing), Yorke utilizes Shakespearean
five-act structure as a key to analyzing all storytelling in
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all narrative forms, from film and television to theatre and
novel-writing—a big step from the usual three-act approach.
Into the Woods: A Five-Act Journey Into Story is destined to
sit alongside David Mamet's Three Uses of the Knife, Robert
McKee's Story, Syd Field's Screenplay, and Lajos Egri's The
Art of Dramatic Writing as one of the most original, useful,
and inspiring books ever on dramatic writing.
Crossley-Holland--the widely acclaimed translator of Old
English texts--introduces the Anglo-Saxons through their
chronicles, laws, letters, charters, and poetry, with many
of the greatest surviving poems printed in their entirety.
An introductory survey which provides a clear and accessible
account of the centuries between the arrival of the AngloSaxons and the Norman Conquest.
The Making of England
Into the Woods
The Anglo-Saxon Fenland
Anglo-Saxon Art
An Anthology
The Anglo-Saxons
The Idea of Anglo Saxon England, 1066-1901 presents the first systematic
review of the ways in which Anglo-Saxon studies have evolved from their
beginnings to the twentieth century Tells the story of how the idea of
Anglo-Saxon England evolved from the Anglo-Saxons themselves to the
Victorians, serving as a myth of origins for the English people, their
language, and some of their most cherished institutions Combines
original research with established scholarship to reveal how current
conceptions of English identity might be very different if it were not for
the discovery – and invention – of the Anglo-Saxon past Reveals how
documents dating from the Anglo-Saxon era have greatly influenced
modern attitudes toward nationhood, race, religious practice, and
constitutional liberties Includes more than fifty images of manuscripts,
early printed books, paintings, sculptures, and major historians of the era
These essays make a case for how unified and well-governed Anglo-Saxon
England was, and how numerous and wealthy its inhabitants were.
During the tenth century England began to emerge as a distinct country
with an identity that was both part of yet separate from 'Christendom'.
The reigns of Athelstan, Edgar and Ethelred witnessed the emergence of
many key institutions: the formation of towns on modern street plans; an
efficient administration; and a serviceable system of tax. Mark Atherton
here shows how the stories, legends, biographies and chronicles of AngloSaxon England reflected both this exciting time of innovation as well as
the myriad lives, loves and hates of the people who wrote them. He
demonstrates, too, that this was a nation coming of age, ahead of its time
in its use not of the Book-Latin used elsewhere in Europe, but of a
narrative Old English prose devised for law and practical governance of
the nation-state, for prayer and preaching, and above all for exploring a
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rich and daring new literature. This prose was unique, but until now it has
been neglected for the poetry. Bringing a volatile age to vivid and
muscular life, Atherton argues that it was the vernacular of Alfred the
Great, as much as Viking war, that truly forged the nation.
The discovery of the Staffordshire Hoard in 2009 has captured the
imagination and stimulated renewed interest in the history and culture of
the Anglo-Saxons. The discovery poses some interesting questions. Who
owned the treasure and how did they acquire it? Was it made locally or did
it originate elsewhere? Why was it buried in an obscure field in the
Staffordshire countryside? To answer these questions, Martin Wall takes
us on a journey into a period that still remains mysterious, into regions
and countries long forgotten, such as Mercia and Northumbria. This is a
story of the Dark Ages and the people who lived in them, but darkness is
in the eye of the beholder. This book challenges our notions of these times
as barbaric and backward to reveal a civilization as complex, sophisticated
and diverse as our own."
The End of the Anglo-Saxon Age and the Coming of the Anti-Christ
A New History
Its Archaeology and Literature
Art of the Anglo-Saxon Age
Building Anglo-Saxon England
Britain After Rome

The Anglo-Saxon period stretches from the arrival of Germanic groups on British
shores in the early 5th century to the Norman Conquest of 1066. During these
centuries, the English language was used and written down for the first time,
pagan populations were converted to Christianity, and the foundations of the
kingdom of England were laid. This richly illustrated new book - which
accompanies a landmark British Library exhibition - presents Anglo-Saxon
England as the home of a highly sophisticated artistic and political culture, deeply
connected with its continental neighbours. Leading specialists in early medieval
history, literature and culture engage with the unique, original evidence from
which we can piece together the story of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, examining
outstanding and beautiful objects such as highlights from the Staffordshire hoard
and the Sutton Hoo burial. At the heart of the book is the British Library's
outstanding collection of Anglo-Saxon manuscripts, the richest source of
evidence about Old English language and literature, including Beowulf and other
poetry; the Lindisfarne Gospels, one of Britain's greatest artistic and religious
treasures; the St Cuthbert Gospel, the earliest intact European book; and
historical manuscripts such as Bede's Ecclesiastical History and the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle. These national treasures are discussed alongside other,
internationally important literary and historical manuscripts held in major
collections in Britain and Europe. This book, and the exhibition it accompanies,
chart a fascinating and dynamic period in early medieval history, and will bring to
life our understanding of these formative centuries.
Presents the Anglo-Saxon period of English history from the fifth century up to
the late eleventh century, covering such events as the spread of Christianity, the
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invasions of the Vikings, the composition of Beowulf, and the Battle of Hastings.
This book brings together new research that represents current scholarship on
the nexus between authority and written sources from Anglo-Saxon England.
Ranging from the seventh to the eleventh century, the chapters in this volume
offer fresh approaches to a wide range of linguistic, historical, legal, diplomatic
and palaeographical evidence.
A major re-examination of an important period in British history
The Fall and Rise, 400-1070
Daily Life in Anglo-Saxon England
An Ethnographic Perspective
A Brief History of the Anglo-Saxons
400‒790
Waterways and Canal-Building in Medieval England

Law and Order in Anglo-Saxon England explores English legal culture and practice
across the Anglo-Saxon period, beginning with the essentially pre-Christian laws
enshrined in writing by King Æthelberht of Kent in c. 600 and working forward to the
Norman Conquest of 1066. It attempts to escape the traditional retrospective
assumptions of legal history, focused on the late twelfth-century Common Law, and
to establish a new interpretative framework for the subject, more sensitive to
contemporary cultural assumptions and practical realities. The focus of the volume is
on the maintenance of order: what constituted good order; what forms of wrongdoing
were threatening to it; what roles kings, lords, communities, and individuals were
expected to play in maintaining it; and how that worked in practice. Its core
argument is that the Anglo-Saxons had a coherent, stable, and enduring legal order
that lacks modern analogies: it was neither state-like nor stateless, and needs to be
understood on its own terms rather than as a variant or hybrid of these models. Tom
Lambert elucidates a distinctively early medieval understanding of the tension
between the interests of individuals and communities, and a vision of how that
tension ought to be managed that, strikingly, treats strongly libertarian and
communitarian features as complementary. Potentially violent, honour-focused
feuding was an integral aspect of legitimate legal practice throughout the period, but
so too was fearsome punishment for forms of wrongdoing judged socially
threatening. Law and Order in Anglo-Saxon England charts the development of kings'
involvement in law, in terms both of their authority to legislate and their ability to
influence local practice, presenting a picture of increasingly ambitious and effective
royal legal innovation that relied more on the cooperation of local communal
assemblies than kings' sparse and patchy network of administrative officials.
The remarkable series of 244 maps and charts in this book comprise the first atlas of
Anglo-Saxon England. It will be an indispensable companion to scholars and students
of early English history and archaeology. The book covers every major aspect of
Anglo-Saxon culture and history that may be expressed in graphic terms -- sea level
changes, settlement patterns, place names, invasions, campaigns, mints and
coinage, important itineraries, land holdings, mining, agriculture, trade, towns,
monasteries and the Church. Wherever appropriate, David Hill sets English
developments in their European context. The book is very much more than a
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straightforward work of historical exegesis. It bears the stamp of its author's vision
and imagination and is informed by new historical and archaeological research. The
author has provided a concise commentary to accompany the maps, and a
comprehensive index of place names. - Back cover.
Starting AD 400 (around the time of their invasion of England) and running through
to the 1100s (the 'Aftermath'), historian Geoffrey Hindley shows the Anglo-Saxons as
formative in the history not only of England but also of Europe. The society inspired
by the warrior world of the Old English poem Beowulf saw England become the
world's first nation state and Europe's first country to conduct affairs in its own
language, and Bede and Boniface of Wessex establish the dating convention we still
use today. Including all the latest research, this is a fascinating assessment of a vital
historical period.
An introduction to the daily life of men, women and children living in England from
the end of Roman Britain in the 5th century AD to the Norman Conquest, based on
documentary and archaeological evidence.
The Anglo-Saxon Age: A Very Short Introduction
Anglo-Saxon History
English Heritage Book of Anglo-Saxon England
Alfred's Wars
The History of the Anglo-Saxons from the Earliest Period to the Norman Conquest
A Five-Act Journey Into Story
In this major survey, three distinguished historians produce an exciting
introduction to the field. Although the "Lost Centuries" between AD400 and 600
suffer from a scarcity of written sources, and only two writers, King Alfred and
the Venerable Bede, dominate our understanding of later times, the authors have
created a rich and thought-provoking account of the stormy era when Britain
became Christian and sustained several waves of Viking invaders. A single
nation, they suggest, slowly emerged from the rivalries and fluctuating fortunes
of separate kingdoms like Mercia, Wessex and East Anglia. Major figures such as
Offa, Alfred, Edgar and Cnut are discussed in detail, while the stunning
illustrations convey the immense achievements of Anglo-Saxon centuries were
'simply a barbarous prelude to better things'.
The culture of early Anglo-Saxon England explored from an inter-disciplinary
perspective.
Explains how, on the eve of the Norman Conquest, England had become an
exceptionally wealthy, highly urbanized kingdom, with a large, well-controlled
coinage of high quality.
The Anglo-Saxon World
Anglo-Saxon Britain
The Birth of England
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