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The Cosmic Serpent Dna And The Origins Of
Knowledge
One-of-a-kind cultural critic and New York Times bestselling author Chuck Klosterman “offers
up great facts, interesting cultural insights, and thought-provoking moral calculations in this look
at our love affair with the anti-hero” (New York magazine). Chuck Klosterman, “The Ethicist”
for The New York Times Magazine, has walked into the darkness. In I Wear the Black Hat, he
questions the modern understanding of villainy. When we classify someone as a bad person, what
are we really saying, and why are we so obsessed with saying it? How does the culture of
malevolence operate? What was so Machiavellian about Machiavelli? Why don’t we see Bernhard
Goetz the same way we see Batman? Who is more worthy of our vitriol—Bill Clinton or Don
Henley? What was O.J. Simpson’s second-worst decision? And why is Klosterman still haunted
by some kid he knew for one week in 1985? Masterfully blending cultural analysis with selfinterrogation and imaginative hypotheticals, I Wear the Black Hat delivers perceptive
observations on the complexity of the antihero (seemingly the only kind of hero America still
creates). As the Los Angeles Times notes: “By underscoring the contradictory, often knee-jerk
ways we encounter the heroes and villains of our culture, Klosterman illustrates the passionate but
incomplete computations that have come to define American culture—and maybe even
American morality.” I Wear the Black Hat is a rare example of serious criticism that’s instantly
accessible and really, really funny.
Ayahuasca, Healing, Shamanism, Spirituality:"How does it all come together?" Ayahuasca:
Mother of Rebirth is an authentic exploration of Ayahuasca as medicine for the Soul. Uncover
the heart of shamanism as a lifelong spiritual quest; a path that can heal depression, trauma, and
addiction. Whether you were born into a shamanic culture or "civilized" society, you will be
taken on a journey through the mundane and into the profound, and forbidden. Drawn from a
lifetime of shamanic experience, both traditional and modern, Ankhara invites you to encounter
the spirits of Plants, Ancestors, and Elements in an adventure that will shake you to your roots!
A journey into the sub-microscopic world of molecular machines. Readers are first introduced to
the types of molecules built by cells: proteins, nucleic acids, lipids, and polysaccharides. Then, in
a series of distinctive illustrations, the reader is guided through the interior world of cells,
exploring the ways in which molecules work in concert to perform the processes of living.
Finally, the author shows us how vitamins, viruses, poisons, and drugs each have their effects on
the molecules in our bodies. David Goodsell, author and illustrator, has prepared a fascinating
introduction to biochemistry for the non-specialist. His book combines a lucid text with an
abundance of drawings and computer graphics that present the world of cells and their
components in a truly unique way.
Continuing the journey begun in his acclaimed book The Cosmic Serpent, the noted
anthropologist ventures firsthand into both traditional cultures and the most up-todate discoveries
of contemporary science to determine nature's secret ways of knowing. Anthropologist Jeremy
Narby has altered how we understand the Shamanic cultures and traditions that have undergone a
worldwide revival in recent years. Now, in one of his most extraordinary journeys, Narby travels
the globe-from the Amazon Basin to the Far East-to probe what traditional healers and pioneering
researchers understand about the intelligence present in all forms of life. Intelligence in Nature
presents overwhelming illustrative evidence that independent intelligence is not unique to
humanity alone. Indeed, bacteria, plants, animals, and other forms of nonhuman life display an
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uncanny penchant for self-deterministic decisions, patterns, and actions. Narby presents the first
in-depth anthropological study of this concept in the West. He not only uncovers a mysterious
thread of intelligent behavior within the natural world but also probes the question of what
humanity can learn from nature's economy and knowingness in its own search for a saner and
more sustainable way of life.
DNA and the Origins of Knowledge
Being an Account of the Author's Extraordinary Adventures in the Devil's Paradis
Ayahuasca Reader
The Cosmic Serpent
Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon
Beyond Natural Selection
The Second Kind of Impossible
A look at the mythic, archetypal, and transformational aspects of Snake • Explores how and
why Snake was transformed from esteemed advisor and guardian of ancient wisdom to a
symbol of deception and evil • Examines Snake’s healing powers, its role in awakening
kundalini, and its connections to dreams, shamanism, alchemy, and the Goddess • Shares
transformational stories and practical ways that Snake can help us travel through the
imaginal realm, gather treasure from the psyche, and shed outgrown aspects of self Entwined
with human consciousness since prehistoric times, Snake has always been associated with
transformation--from the shedding of its skin to the rising of kundalini energy. In ancient
times, Snake served as protector and advisor to gods, goddesses, and royalty. But with the
story of Adam and Eve, Snake became the enemy--a tempter and deceiver. How did this
happen and why do humans continue to fear and vilify Snake? Inspired by a vivid dream of
an immense snake that lost its tail, animal communicator Dawn Baumann Brunke
investigates the interwoven history of Snake and humanity and explores how we can once
again access Snake’s wisdom and harness its powerful ability to heal, transform, and
awaken. Uncovering ties between Snake and Goddess, the author demonstrates how both were
systematically suppressed millennia ago with the spread of a patriarchal perspective that
valued mastery over nature, God over Goddess. Brunke reveals how myths that originally
extolled the virtues of Snake and Goddess were refashioned, recreating their images as
debased and untrustworthy. She explores why snakes show up in shamanic journeys and
transformational dreams and how their unique presence in our world can serve as catalysts of
change, truth-telling, and enlightenment. Examining Snake’s role in awakening human
consciousness, Brunke considers the alchemical role of the serpent as well as Snake’s
connections to ancient healing, modern medicine, and even the DNA molecule. She shares
psycho-activating stories to help trigger transformation and provide graceful movement
through the chaos of change. And she offers practical techniques to journey with Snake
through inner worlds, to shed confining aspects of self, and to integrate experiences more
holistically. Brunke shows how we need to re-embrace the ancient power of Snake to better
support our return to a more balanced consciousness--one that reunites nature with spirit,
sacred masculine with sacred feminine--as we strive for global change and personal
awakening.
Chronicling the practices, legends, and wisdom of the vanishing traditions of the upper
Amazon, this book reveals the area's indigenous peoples' approach to living in harmony with
the natural world. Rainforest Medicine features in-depth essays on plant-based medicine and
indigenous science from four distinct Amazonian societies: deep forest and urban, lowland
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rainforest and mountain. The book is illustrated with unique botanical and cultural drawings
by Secoya elder and traditional healer Agustin Payaguaje and horticulturalist Thomas Y.
Wang as well as by the author himself. Payaguaje shares his sincere imaginal view into the
spiritual life of the Secoya; plates of petroglyphs from the sacred valley of Cotundo relate to
an ancient language, and other illustrations show traditional Secoya ayahuasca symbols and
indigenous origin myths. Two color sections showcase photos of the plants and people of the
region, and include plates of previously unpublished full-color paintings by Pablo Cesar
Amaringo (1938-2009), an acclaimed Peruvian artist renowned for his intricate, colorful
depictions of his visions from drinking the entheogenic plant brew, ayahuasca ("vine of the
soul" in Quechua languages). Today the once-dense mysterious rainforest realms are under
assault as the indiscriminate colonial frontier of resource extraction moves across the region;
as the forest disappears, the traditional human legacy of sustainable utilization of this rich
ecosystem is also being buried under modern realities. With over 20 years experience of
ground-level environmental and cultural conservation, author Jonathon Miller Weisberger's
commitment to preserving the fascinating, unfathomably precious relics of the indigenous
legacy shines through. Chief among these treasures is the "shimmering" "golden" plantmedicine science of ayahuasca or yajé, a rainforest vine that was popularized in the 1950s by
Western travelers such as William Burroughs and Alan Ginsberg. It has been sampled,
reviled, and celebrated by outsiders ever since. Currently sought after by many in the
industrialized West for its powerful psychotropic and life-transforming effects, this sacred
brew is often imbibed by visitors to the upper Amazon and curious seekers in faraway venues,
sometimes with little to no working knowledge of its principles and precepts. Perceiving that
there is an evident need for in-depth information on ayahuasca if it is to be used beyond its
traditional context for healing and spiritual illumination in the future, Miller Weisberger
focuses on the fundamental knowledge and practices that guide the use of ayahuasca in
indigenous cultures. Weaving first-person narrative with anthropological and ethnobotanical
information, Rainforest Medicine aims to preserve both the record and ongoing reality of
ayahuasca's unique tradition and, of course, the priceless forest that gave birth to these
sacred vines. Featuring words from Amazonian shamans--the living torchbearers of these
sophisticated spiritual practices--the book stands as testimony to this sacred plant medicine's
power in shaping and healing individuals, communities, and nature alike.
A journey into the deeper workings of indigenous healing in the Amazon • Explores the three
pillars of Amazonian shamanism: purging, psychoactive plants, and diet • Shares the
experiences of apprenticing with an Ashaninca master shaman • Reveals the intimate
relationship between shamans and plant spirits The Jaguar that Roams the Mind is a journey
into the vanishing world of Amazonian shamanism--an adventure of initiation and
return--that explores the unique reality at the heart of the Amazonian healing system. Robert
Tindall shares his journeys through the inner and outer landscape of the churches of
ayahuasca and with the Kaxinawa Indians in Brazil; his experiences at the pioneering center
for the treatment of addiction, Takiwasi, in Peru; and his studies with an Ashaninca master
shaman deep in the rainforest jungle. Moving beyond the scientific approach to medicinal
plants, which seeks to reduce them to their chemical constituents, Tindall illustrates the
shamans’ intimate relationships with plant spirits. He explores the three pillars of Amazonian
shamanism: purging (drawing disease out of the body), psychoactive plants (including the
ritual use of ayahuasca), and diet (communing with the innate intelligence of teacher plants).
Through trials and revelations, the subtle inner logic of indigenous healing unfolds for him,
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including the “miraculous” healing of a woman suffering from a brain tumor. Culminating
in a ceremony fraught with terror yet ultimately enlightening, Tindall’s journey reveals the
crucial component missing from the metaphysics of the West: the understanding and
appreciation of the sentience of nature itself.
The fascinating account of a pioneering ethnobotanist’s travels in the Amazon—at once a
gripping adventure story, a passionate argument for conservationism, and an investigation
into the healing power of plants, by the author of The Amazon: What Everyone Needs to
Know For thousands of years, healers have used plants to cure illness. Aspirin, the world's
most widely used drug, is based on compounds originally extracted from the bark of a willow
tree, and more than a quarter of medicines found on pharmacy shelves contain plant
compounds. Now Western medicine, faced with health crises such as AIDS, Alzheimer's
disease, and cancer, has begun to look to the healing plants used by indigenous peoples to
develop powerful new medicines. Nowhere is the search more promising than in the Amazon,
the world's largest tropical forest, home to a quarter of all botanical species on this planet—as
well as hundreds of Indian tribes whose medicinal plants have never been studied by Western
scientists. In Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice, ethnobotanist Mark J. Plotkin recounts his
travels and studies with some of the most powerful Amazonian shamans, who taught him the
plant lore their tribes have spent thousands of years gleaning from the rain forest. For more
than a decade, Dr. Plotkin raced against time to harvest and record new plants before the rain
forests' fragile ecosystems succumb to overdevelopment—and before the Indians abandon their
own culture and learning for the seductive appeal of Western material culture. Tales of a
Shaman's Apprentice relates nine of the author's quests, taking the reader along on a wild
odyssey as he participates in healing rituals; discovers the secret of curare, the lethal arrow
poison that kills in minutes; tries the hallucinogenic snuff epena that enables the Indians to
speak with their spirit world; and earns the respect and fellowship of the mysterious shamans
as he proves that he shares both their endurance and their reverence for the rain forest.
A Psychedelic Journey into the Heart of Contemporary Shamanism
Psychedelics Encyclopedia
The Best American Science and Nature Writing 2004
A Catastrophist View of Earth History
The Psychotropic Mind
Plant Teachers
The Hidden Order of Seven Metals, Seven Planets, and Seven Chakras

The Ayahuasca Reader is an expansive anthology of texts translated from
several different languages covering multiple aspects of the ayahuasca
experience. The book is a classic in ayahuasca literature and a must read for
those interested in learning more about this sacred plant medicine.
• Shows how the astrological cycle around the signs of the zodiac represents
the alchemical transformation of consciousness and chakra awakening •
Expands the meaning of each astrological sign based on its association with
the chakras and the alchemical transmutation cycle from lead to gold • Offers
sample chart analyses to show how you can discover your spiritual challenges
and opportunities Demonstrating the connections between astrology,
alchemy, and yoga, Frederick Baker reveals how he discovered their
correspondences by rotating the natural order of the zodiac, placing Aquarius
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and Capricorn at the bottom and Cancer and Leo at the top, to reflect the
alchemical order of metals from lead to gold. is Alchemical Tantric
Arrangement then revealed a corresponding alchemical order of the seven
traditional planets--from Saturn (lead) to Sun (gold)--and also aligned with the
seven chakras and the three major energy channels (nadis) of the Tantric
yoga system, including the channel through which Kundalini energy rises
from root chakra to crown chakra. Baker uses these rediscovered
correspondences to expand the meaning of each astrological sign based on
their association with the chakras, the alchemical transmutation cycle from
lead to gold, and the wisdom of ancient myth. He also offers expanded
meanings for each chakra in association with the twelve signs of the zodiac
and their ruling planets as well as new insights into the influence of Chiron
and Eris. The author provides a complete analysis of his own birth chart as
well as Alchemical Tantric Astrology insights into significant events over the
past few decades, including the intense changes of 2020. Baker’s
revolutionary new take on our individual spiritual journeys shows how the
astrological cycle around the signs of the zodiac represents the alchemical
and Tantric transformation of consciousness and the natural path of spiritual
unfolding.
A dazzling work of personal travelogue and cultural criticism that ranges from
the primitive to the postmodern in a quest for the promise and meaning of the
psychedelic experience. While psychedelics of all sorts are demonized in
America today, the visionary compounds found in plants are the spiritual
sacraments of tribal cultures around the world. From the iboga of the Bwiti in
Gabon, to the Mazatecs of Mexico, these plants are sacred because they
awaken the mind to other levels of awareness--to a holographic vision of the
universe. Breaking Open the Head is a passionate, multilayered, and
sometimes rashly personal inquiry into this deep division. On one level, Daniel
Pinchbeck tells the story of the encounters between the modern
consciousness of the West and these sacramental substances, including such
thinkers as Allen Ginsberg, Antonin Artaud, Walter Benjamin, and Terence
McKenna, and a new underground of present-day ethnobotanists, chemists,
psychonauts, and philosophers. It is also a scrupulous recording of the
author's wide-ranging investigation with these outlaw compounds, including a
thirty-hour tribal initiation in West Africa; an all-night encounter with the
master shamans of the South American rain forest; and a report from a
psychedelic utopia in the Black Rock Desert that is the Burning Man Festival.
Breaking Open the Head is brave participatory journalism at its best, a vivid
account of psychic and intellectual experiences that opened doors in the wall
of Western rationalism and completed Daniel Pinchbeck's personal
transformation from a jaded Manhattan journalist to shamanic initiate and
grateful citizen of the cosmos.
This is an adventure in science and imagination which tracks a young French
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anthropologist through the Amazonian rain forests, the libraries of Europe
and the world's most arcane scientific journals, following strange clues,
intuitions and extraordinary coincidences, to reveal scientific data.
Alchemical Tantric Astrology
Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice
Framers
The Pilgrimage Of Psychotherapy Patients
Shamans Through Time
An Inquiry into Knowledge
The World according to Ayahuasca, Iboga, and Shamanism
A trailblazing anthropologist and an indigenous Amazonian healer
explore the convergence of science and shamanism “The dose makes the
poison,” says an old adage, reminding us that substances have the
potential to heal or to harm, depending on their use. Although Western
medicine treats tobacco as a harmful addictive drug, it is considered
medicinal by indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest. In its
unadulterated form, it holds a central place in their repertoire of
traditional medicines. Along with ayahuasca, tobacco forms a part of
treatments designed to heal the body, stimulate the mind, and inspire
the soul with visions. In Plant Teachers, anthropologist Jeremy Narby
and traditional healer Rafael Chanchari Pizuri hold a cross-cultural
dialogue that explores the similarities between ayahuasca and tobacco,
the role of these plants in indigenous cultures, and the hidden truths
they reveal about nature. Juxtaposing and synthesizing two worldviews,
Plant Teachers invites readers on a wide-ranging journey through
anthropology, botany, and biochemistry, while raising tantalizing
questions about the relationship between science and other ways of
knowing.
This adventure in science and imagination, which the Medical Tribune
said might herald "a Copernican revolution for the life sciences,"
leads the reader through unexplored jungles and uncharted aspects of
mind to the heart of knowledge.In a first-person narrative of
scientific discovery that opens new perspectives on biology,
anthropology, and the limits of rationalism, The Cosmic Serpent
reveals how startlingly different the world around us appears when we
open our minds to it.
"This work was first published by Oxford University Press in 2005 as
Why Geography Matters: Three Challenges Facing America."
“Cukier and his co-authors have a more ambitious project than Kahneman
and Harari. They don’t want to just point out how powerfully we are
influenced by our perspectives and prejudices—our frames. They want to
show us that these frames are tools, and that we can optimise their
use.” —Forbes From pandemics to populism, AI to ISIS, wealth inequity
to climate change, humanity faces unprecedented challenges that
threaten our very existence. The essential tool that will enable
humanity to find the best way foward is defined in Framers by
internationally renowned authors Kenneth Cukier, Viktor MayerSchönberger, and Francis de Véricourt. To frame is to make a mental
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model that enables us to make sense of new situations. Frames guide
the decisions we make and the results we attain. People have long
focused on traits like memory and reasoning, leaving framing all but
ignored. But with computers becoming better at some of those cognitive
tasks, framing stands out as a critical function—and only humans can
do it. This book is the first guide to mastering this human ability.
Illustrating their case with compelling examples and the latest
research, authors Cukier, Mayer-Schönberger, and de Véricourt examine:
· Why advice to “think outside the box” is useless · How Spotify beat
Apple by reframing music as an experience · How the #MeToo twitter
hashtag reframed the perception of sexual assault · The disaster of
framing Covid-19 as equivalent to seasonal flu, and how framing it
akin to SARS delivered New Zealand from the pandemic Framers shows how
framing is not just a way to improve how we make decisions in the era
of algorithms—but why it will be a matter of survival for humanity in
a time of societal upheaval and machine prosperity.
A Child, an Elder, and the Light from an Ancient Sky
Breaking Open the Head
Intelligence in Nature
Ayahuasca in My Blood
The Religious Iconography of a Peruvian Shaman
Ayahuasca, Amazonian Shamanism and the Global Psychedelic Renaissance
Ayahuasca, Tobacco, and the Pursuit of Knowledge
Ayahuasca is a powerful tool for transformation, that more and more Westerners are flocking to
drink in a quest for greater self-knowledge, healing and reconnection with the natural world.
This formerly esoteric, little-known brew is now a growth industry. But why? Ayahuasca is a
psychoactive brew that has a long history of ritual use among indigenous groups of the Upper
Amazon. Made from the ayahuasca vine and the leaves of a shrub, it is associated with
healing in collective ceremonies and in more intimate contexts, generally under the direction of
specialist – an ayahuasquero. These are experienced practitioners who guide the ceremony
and the drinkers’ experience. Ayahuasca has gained significant popularity these days in cities
around the world. Why? What effect might ayahuasca be having on our culture? Does the
brew, which seems to inspire environmental action, simplified lifestyles and more
communitarian behaviour, act as an antidote to frenzied consumerist culture? In When Plants
Dream, Pinchbeck and Rokhlin explore the economic, social, political, cultural and
environmental impact that ayahuasca is having on society. Part 1 covers the background; what
ayahuasca is, where it is found, and its cultural origins. Part 2 explores the role and practices
of the ayahuasquero in both Amazonian and Western cultures. Part 3 examines the medicinal
plants of the Amazon, looking particularly at the ingredients in ayahuasca and their therapeutic
qualities, covering the most up-to-date biomedical research, psychedelic science and
psychopharmacology. It also covers all the legal aspects of ayahuasca use. Lastly in Part 4
Pinchbeck and Rokhlin question the future of ayahuasca. When Plants Dream is the first book
of its kind to look at the science and expanding culture of ayahuasca, from its historical use to
its appropriation by the West and the impact it is having on cultures beyond the Amazon.
In a world plagued by war and disaster, Toroop, a mercenary, is given the task of escorting a
mysterious young woman from Russia to Canada, only to discover that his charge is carrying a
mutant embryo that could change the world.
This mesmerizing, surreal account of the bizarre adventures of Terence McKenna, his brother
Dennis, and a small band of their friends, is a wild ride of exotic experience and scientific
inquiry. Exploring the Amazon Basin in search of mythical shamanic hallucinogens, they
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encounter a host of unusual characters -- including a mushroom, a flying saucer, pirate
Mantids from outer space, an appearance by James and Nora Joyce in the guise of poultry,
and translinguistic matter -- and discover the missing link in the development of human
consciousness and language.
Beatriz Caiuby Labate and Clancy Cavnar offer an in-depth exploration of how Amerindian
epistemology and ontology concerning indigenous shamanic rituals of the Amazon have
spread to Western societies, and of how indigenous, mestizo, and cosmopolitan cultures have
engaged with and transformed these forest traditions. The volume focuses on the use of
ayahuasca, a psychoactive drink essential in many indigenous shamanic rituals of the
Amazon. Ayahuasca use has spread to countries far beyond its Amazonian origin, spurring a
wide variety of legal and cultural responses. The essays in this volume look at how these
responses have influenced ritual design and performance in traditional and non-traditional
contexts, how displaced indigenous people and rubber tappers are engaged in the creative
reinvention of rituals, and how these rituals help build ethnic alliances and cultural and political
strategies. These essays explore important classic and contemporary issues in anthropology,
including the relationship between the expansion of ecotourism and ethnic tourism and recent
indigenous cultural revival and the emergence of new ethnic identities. The volume also
examines trends in the commodification of indigenous cultures in post-colonial contexts, the
combination of shamanism with a network of health and spiritually related services, and identity
hybridization in global societies. The rich ethnographies and extensive analysis of these
essays will allow deeper understanding of the role of ritual in mediating the encounter between
indigenous traditions and modern societies.
Human Advantage in an Age of Technology and Turmoil
An Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines in the Rain Forest
Ayahuasca
Grappling with Villains (Real and Imagined)
Encounters with the Amazon's Sacred Vine
New Hope for Depression, Addiction, PTSD, and Anxiety
Cosmic Serpent
Finally, after 25 years of incubation, Peter Gorman's book is out. Ayahuasca in My Blood - 25 Years of
Medicine Dreaming concerns his longstanding relationship with the Amazonian visionary medicine.
Here's what people have said about it: "Unlike many writing about ayahuasca, Peter Gorman knows this
plant and these forests long and well. Explorer, ethnobotanist, writer and raconteur - Gorman is
uniquely qualified to tell this incredible tale. A wild mixture of adventure, horror, spirituality, tenderness,
and insight, Ayahuasca in My Blood is most highly recommended!" -- Mark J. Plotkin, Ph.D, President,
Amazon Conservation Team and author of Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice. "Long before ayahuasca
tourism became a pastime for rich gringos, Peter Gorman was knocking around Iquitos and the
Amazon. He's traveled the rivers and quaffed the brew with the best (and the worst) of them and been
way, way beyond the chrysanthemum on many a dark jungle night. This is the intensely personal story
of an old-school jungle rat for whom ayahuasca is not just a hobby, but a life-long quest." -- Dennis
McKenna, Ph.D, noted ethnopharmacologist, co-author of The Invisible Landscape, co-founder of the
Institute of Natural Products Research and founding board member of the Heffter Research Institute. "I
have known and traveled with Peter for almost a decade and was present for a number of the events he
included in this book as well as many others. Don Julio was the most powerful man I have ever had the
privilege of knowing. Further, as a trained scientist I believe the plant medicine truly offers a doorway to
a rich world that needs to be understood in our postmodern lives. This is destined to become a must read
for anyone who is serious about understanding the world of the shaman." -- Lynn Chilson - CEO
Chilson Enterprises, Inc.
Western medicine has not been particularly successful at getting people relief from conditions like
depression, chronic pain, migraine headaches, addiction, and PTSD. Dr. Tafur helps us to understand
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why. I have watched people spend years in frustration and thousands of dollars consulting an army of
specialists, without getting real relief from their problem. Because these and others are diseases deeply
connected with the state of our emotional bodies. Too often, the Western medical approach fails to
address the emotional dimension of illness. This is where traditional plant medicines, with their ability to
alter consciousness and open channels of communication to our emotions, offer so much promise. The
stories shared here demonstrate the astonishing-mystical, colorful, metaphysical-effects of ayahuasca and
Traditional Amazonian Plant Medicine. Follow Dr. Tafur through the Amazon jungle as he develops a
breakthrough understanding of how psychoactive plants interact with the complex network that connects
our minds and hearts to our physical anatomy. What Dr. Tafur presents here is nothing short of a
paradigm shift for modern medicine, where sacred plants, used properly in ceremony, take their place as
important tools in the doctor's medicine chest, offering the missing elements of emotional and spiritual
healing that have eluded us for so long. For more information about The Fellowship of The River,
please visit https: //drjoetafur.com/the-fellowship-of-the-river/
Publisher’s Note: A new, expanded edition has replaced this book under the new title Visionary: The
Mysterious Origins of Human Consciousness, this definitive edition includes a new Introduction by
Graham Hancock as well as restored chapters that were omitted from the original paperback release.
Less than fifty thousand years ago mankind had no art, no religion, no sophisticated symbolism, no
innovative thinking. Then, in a dramatic and electrifying change, described by scientists as "the greatest
riddle in human history," all the skills and qualities that we value most highly in ourselves appeared
already fully formed, as though bestowed on us by hidden powers. In Supernatural Graham Hancock
sets out to investigate this mysterious "beforeandafter moment" and to discover the truth about the
influences that gave birth to the modern human mind. His quest takes him on a detective journey from
the stunningly beautiful painted caves of prehistoric France, Spain, and Italy to rock shelters in the
mountains of South Africa, where he finds extraordinary Stone Age art. He uncovers clues that lead him
to the depths of the Amazon rainforest to drink the powerful hallucinogen Ayahuasca with shamans,
whose paintings contain images of "supernatural beings" identical to the animalhuman hybrids depicted
in prehistoric caves. Hallucinogens such as mescaline also produce visionary encounters with exactly the
same beings. Scientists at the cutting edge of consciousness research have begun to consider the
possibility that such hallucinations may be real perceptions of other "dimensions." Could the
"supernaturals" first depicted in the painted caves be the ancient teachers of mankind? Could it be that
human evolution is not just the "meaningless" process that Darwin identified, but something more
purposive and intelligent that we have barely begun to understand?
Collects nature- and science-based essays by such authors as Anne Fadiman, Brian Hayes, Cullen
Murphy, and Gary Taubes.
Singing to the Plants
The Fellowship of the River
Rainforest Medicine
Listening to Ayahuasca
Ayahuasca Visions
Meetings with the Ancient Teachers of Mankind
25 Years of Medicine Dreaming

A new collection of never-before-published paintings by renowned artist Pablo
Amaringo • With written contributions by Graham Hancock, Jeremy Narby, Robert
Venosa, Dennis McKenna, Stephan Beyer, and Jan Kounen • Contains 47 color plates
of Amaringo’s latest works, with detailed narratives of the rich Amazonian mythology
underlying each painting • Shares Amaringo’s personal stories behind the artistic
visions Recognized as one of the world’s great visionary artists, Pablo Amaringo was
renowned for his intricate, colorful paintings inspired by his shamanic visions. A master
communicator of the ayahuasca experience--where snakes, jaguars, subterranean
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beings, celestial palaces, aliens, and spacecraft all converge--Amaringo’s art presents
a doorway to the transcendent worlds of ayahuasca intended for contemplation,
meditation, and inspiration. Illustrating the evolution of his intricate and colorful art, this
book contains 47 full-color reproductions of Amaringo’s latest works with detailed
explorations of the rich Amazonian mythology underlying each painting. Through their
longstanding relationship with Amaringo, coauthors Charing and Cloudsley are able to
share the personal stories behind his visions and experiences with Amazonian people
and folklore, capturing Amaringo’s powerful ecological and spiritual message through
his art and words. With contributions by Graham Hancock, Jeremy Narby, Robert
Venosa, Dennis McKenna, Stephan Beyer, and Jan Kounen, this book brings the
ayahuasca experience to life as we travel on Amaringo’s visionary brush and palette.
*Shortlisted for the 2019 Royal Society Insight Investment Science Book Prize* One of
the most fascinating scientific detective stories of the last fifty years, an exciting quest
for a new form of matter. “A riveting tale of derring-do” (Nature), this book reads like
James Gleick’s Chaos combined with an Indiana Jones adventure. When leading
Princeton physicist Paul Steinhardt began working in the 1980s, scientists thought they
knew all the conceivable forms of matter. The Second Kind of Impossible is the story of
Steinhardt’s thirty-five-year-long quest to challenge conventional wisdom. It begins with
a curious geometric pattern that inspires two theoretical physicists to propose a
radically new type of matter—one that raises the possibility of new materials with never
before seen properties, but that violates laws set in stone for centuries. Steinhardt dubs
this new form of matter “quasicrystal.” The rest of the scientific community calls it
simply impossible. The Second Kind of Impossible captures Steinhardt’s scientific
odyssey as it unfolds over decades, first to prove viability, and then to pursue his
wildest conjecture—that nature made quasicrystals long before humans discovered
them. Along the way, his team encounters clandestine collectors, corrupt scientists,
secret diaries, international smugglers, and KGB agents. Their quest culminates in a
daring expedition to a distant corner of the Earth, in pursuit of tiny fragments of a
meteorite forged at the birth of the solar system. Steinhardt’s discoveries chart a new
direction in science. They not only change our ideas about patterns and matter, but also
reveal new truths about the processes that shaped our solar system. The underlying
science is important, simple, and beautiful—and Steinhardt’s firsthand account is
“packed with discovery, disappointment, exhilaration, and persistence...This book is a
front-row seat to history as it is made” (Nature).
A survey of five centuries of writings on the world's great shamans-the tricksters,
sorcerers, conjurers, and healers who have fascinated observers for centuries. This
collection of essays traces Western civilization's struggle to interpret and understand
the ancient knowledge of cultures that revere magic men and women-individuals with
the power to summon spirits. As written by priests, explorers, adventurers, natural
historians, and anthropologists, the pieces express the wonder of strangers in new
worlds. Who were these extraordinary magic-makers who imitated the sounds of
animals in the night, or drank tobacco juice through funnels, or wore collars filled with
stinging ants? Shamans Through Time is a rare chronicle of changing attitudes toward
that which is strange and unfamiliar. With essays by such acclaimed thinkers as Claude
Lévi-Strauss, Black Elk, Carlos Castaneda, and Frank Boas, it provides an awesome
glimpse into the incredible shamanic practices of cultures around the world.
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This work seeks to understand this form of shamanism, its relationship to other
shamanisms, and its survival in the new global economy, through anthropology,
ethnobotany, cognitive psychology, legal history, and personal memoir. "An
exhaustively researched and detailed study, unique among its kind and an absolute
'must-have' for college library collections strong in anthropology and information on
indigenous religions."--Midwest Book Review
The Ayahuasca Visions of Pablo Amaringo
Transformation, Healing, and Enlightenment
Ayahuasca Shamanism in the Amazon and Beyond
Awakening the Ancient Power of Snake
The Girl Who Sang to the Buffalo
True Hallucinations
I Wear the Black Hat

The mythologies and cosmology of Amazonian shamanism materialize
in fantastic color and style in this unique, large-format volume,
representing the fruit of several years of collaboration between a
Peruvian folk artist/shaman and a Colombian
anthropologist/filmmaker.
A fresh, realistic approach to altering one's destiny and accepting the
responsibility that grows with freedom. No meaning that comes from
outside of ourselves is real. The Buddahood of each of us has already
been obtained. We only need to recognize it. “The most important
things that each man must learn no one can teach him. Once he
accepts this disappointment, he will be able to stop depending on the
therapist, the guru who turns out to be just another struggling human
being.” Using the myth of Gilgamesh, Siddhartha, The Wife of Bath,
Don Quizote . . . the works of Buber, Ginsberg, Shakespeare, Karka,
Nin, Dante and Jung . . . a brilliant psychotherapist, guru and pilgrim
shares the epic tales and intimate revelations that help to shape
Everyman's journey through life.
This adventure in science and imagination, which the Medical Tribune
said might herald "a Copernican revolution for the life sciences," leads
the reader through unexplored jungles and uncharted aspects of mind
to the heart of knowledge. In a first-person narrative of scientific
discovery that opens new perspectives on biology, anthropology, and
the limits of rationalism, The Cosmic Serpent reveals how startlingly
different the world around us appears when we open our minds to it.
Used for thousands of years by indigenous tribes of the Amazon rain
forest, the mystical brew ayahuasca is now becoming increasingly
popular in the West. Psychologist Rachel Harris here shares her own
healing experiences and draws on her original research (the largest
study of ayahuasca use in North America) into the powerful medicine’s
effects on depression, addiction, PTSD, and anxiety. In this wideranging and personal exploration, Harris details ayahuasca’s risks and
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benefits, helping readers clarify their intentions and giving
psychotherapists a template for transformative care and healing.
The Jaguar that Roams the Mind
When Plants Dream
A Medical Doctor's Exploration Into Traditional Amazonian Plant
Medicine
If You Meet the Buddha on the Road, Kill Him
An Amazonian Plant Spirit Odyssey
Why Geography Matters, More Than Ever
500 Years on the Path to Knowledge
Conversations on shamanism and mind-altering plants by filmmaker Jan
Kounen, anthropologist Jeremy Narby, and writer/filmmaker Vincent
Ravalec • Explores how ayahuasca and iboga are tools for communicating
with other life-forms • Offers insights into the role this indigenous
knowledge can play in solving the current problems facing the world In
the Amazon, shamans do not talk in terms of hallucinogens but of tools
for communicating with other life-forms. Ayahuasca, for example, is
first and foremost a means of breaking down the barrier that separates
humans from other species, allowing us to communicate with them. The
introduction of plant-centered shamanism into the Western world in the
1970s was literally the meeting of two entirely different paradigms.
In The Psychotropic Mind, three of the individuals who have been at
the forefront of embracing other ways of knowing look at the
ramifications of the introduction into our Western culture of these
shamanic practices and the psychotropic substances that support them.
With rare sincerity and depth, noted anthropologist Jeremy Narby,
filmmaker Jan Kounen, and writer/filmmaker Vincent Ravalec explore the
questions of sacred plants, initiations, hallucinogens, and altered
states of consciousness, looking at both the benefits and dangers that
await those who seek to travel this path. Focusing specifically on
ayahuasca and iboga, psychotropic substances with which the authors
are intimately familiar, they examine how we can best learn the other
ways of perceiving the world found in indigenous cultures, and how
this knowledge offers immense benefits and likely solutions to some of
the modern world’s most pressing problems.
A haunting dream that will not relent pulls author Kent Nerburn back
into the hidden world of Native America, where dreams have meaning,
animals are teachers, and the “old ones” still have powers beyond our
understanding. In this moving narrative, we travel through the lands
of the Lakota and the Ojibwe, where we encounter a strange little girl
with an unnerving connection to the past, a forgotten asylum that
history has tried to hide, and the complex, unforgettable characters
we have come to know from Neither Wolf nor Dog and The Wolf at
Twilight. Part history, part mystery, part spiritual journey and
teaching story, The Girl Who Sang to the Buffalo is filled with the
profound insight into humanity and Native American culture we have
come to expect from Nerburn’s journeys. As the American Indian College
Fund has stated, once you have encountered Nerburn’s stirring
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evocations of America’s high plains and incisive insights into the
human heart, “you can never look at the world, or at people, the same
way again.”
Traces the history of the use of hallucinogenic drugs and discusses
the psychological and physical effects of LSD, marijuana, mescaline,
and other drugs.
proposes an approach to evolution that is more in harmony with modern
science than Darwinism or neo-Darwinism
Babylon Babies
The Extraordinary Quest for a New Form of Matter
A Guide to Mestizo Shamanism in the Upper Amazon
Mother of Rebirth
The Machinery of Life
Supernatural

Argues that comets occasionally strike the Earth causing climatic changes and
that they have had a greater effect on human history than previously believed
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