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Christian theologians have for some decades affirmed that they have no
monopoly on encounters with God or ultimate reality and that other
religions also have access to religious truth and transformation. If that is
the case, the time has come for Christians not only to learn about but also
from their religious neighbors. Circling the Elephant affirms that the best
way to be truly open to the mystery of the infinite is to move away from
defensive postures of religious isolationism and self-sufficiency and to
move, in vulnerability and openness, toward the mystery of the neighbor.
Employing the ancient Indian allegory of the elephant and blind(folded)
men, John J. Thatamanil argues for the integration of three often-separated
theological projects: theologies of religious diversity (the work of
accounting for why there are so many different understandings of the
elephant), comparative theology (the venture of walking over to a different
side of the elephant), and constructive theology (the endeavor of redescribing the elephant in light of the other two tasks). Circling the
Elephant also offers an analysis of why we have fallen short in the past.
Interreligious learning has been obstructed by problematic ideas about
“religion” and “religions,” Thatamanil argues, while also pointing out the
troubling resonances between reified notions of “religion” and “race.” He
contests these notions and offers a new theory of the religious that makes
interreligious learning both possible and desirable. Christians have much
to learn from their religious neighbors, even about such central features of
Christian theology as Christ and the Trinity. This book envisions religious
diversity as a promise, not a problem, and proposes a new theology of
religious diversity that opens the door to robust interreligious learning and
Christian transformation through encountering the other.
Learning Interreligiously offers a series of about one hundred short pieces,
written online between 2008 and 2016. They are meant for a wide range of
readers interested in interreligious dialogue, interreligious learning, and the
realities of Hindu-Christian encounter today, and are rich in insights drawn
from teaching, travels in America and India, and the author’s research on
sacred texts. The author, a Catholic priest who has spent more than forty
years learning from Hinduism and observing religion as a plus and minus
in today’s world, has much to share with readers. Some pieces were
prompted by items in the news, some go deeper into traditions and probe
the rich Scriptures and practices going back millennia, some seek simply
to provoke fresh thinking, and others invite spiritual reflection. The book is
divided into several parts so that readers can focus on individual events
that made the news or on longer term and more concerted study. Familiar
texts such as the Yoga Sutras, the Bhagavad Gita, the Qur’an, and key
passages from the New Testament will be considered for their spiritual
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possibilities. Readers will find much here to learn from and respond to as
they too consider religion in today’s world.
This multidisciplinary volume unites research on diverse aspects of JewishMuslim relations, exchanges and coexistence across time including the
Abrahamic tradition enigma, Jews in the Qur’an and Hadith, Ibn al-‘Arabi
and the Kabala, comparative feminist theology, Jews, Christians, Muslims
and the Gospel of Barnabas, harmonizing religion and philosophy in
Andalusia, Jews and Muslims in medieval Christian Spain, Israeli Jews and
Muslim and Christian Arabs, Jewish-Muslim coexistence on Cyprus,
Muslim-Jewish dialogues in Berlin and Barcelona, Jewish-Christian-Muslim
trialogues and teleology, Jewish and Muslim dietary laws, and Jewish and
Muslim integration in Switzerland and Germany.
Learning Interreligiously offers a series of about one hundred short pieces,
written online between 2008 and 2016. They are meant for a wide range of
readers interested in interreligious dialogue, interreligious learning, and the
realities of Hindu-Christian encounter today, and are rich in insights drawn
from teaching, travels in America and India, and the author's research on
sacred texts. The author, a Catholic priest who has spent more than forty
years learning from Hinduism and observing religion as a plus and minus
in today's world, has much to share with readers. Some pieces were
prompted by items in the news, some go deeper into traditions and probe
the rich Scriptures and practices going back millennia, some seek simply
to provoke fresh thinking, and others invite spiritual reflection. The book is
divided into several parts so that readers can focus on individual events
that made the news or on longer term and more concerted study. Familiar
texts such as the Yoga Sutras, the Bhagavad Gita, the Qur'an, and key
passages from the New Testament will be considered for their spiritual
possibilities. Readers will find much here to learn from and respond to as
they too consider religion in today's world.
Comparative Theology in the Millennial Classroom
European Perspectives on the New Comparative Theology
Untouchable Bodies, Resistance, and Liberation
Insights for Systematic Theological Reflection
A Primer for Christians
Meaning and Method in Comparative Theology
>
Thinking about ultimate reality is becoming increasingly
transreligious. This transreligious turn follows inevitably from the
discovery of divine truths in multiple traditions. Global
communications bring the full range of religious ideas and practices
to anyone with access to the internet. Moreover, the growth of the
"nones" and those who describe themselves as "spiritual but not
religious" creates a pressing need for theological thinking not bound
by prescribed doctrines and fixed rituals. This book responds to this
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vital need. The chapters in this volume each examine the claim that if
the aim of theology is to know and articulate all we can about the
divine reality, and if revelations, enlightenments, and insights into
that reality are not limited to a single tradition, then what is
called for is a theology without confessional restrictions. In other
words, a Theology Without Walls. To ground the project in examples,
the volume provides emerging models of transreligious inquiry. It also
includes sympathetic critics who raise valid concerns that such a
theology must face. This is a book that will be of urgent interest to
theologians, religious studies scholars, and philosophers of religion.
It will be especially suitable for those interested in comparative
theology, inter-religious and interfaith understanding, new trends in
constructive theology, normative religious studies, and global
philosophy of religion.
The first systematic overview of the field of comparative theology
Meaning and Method in Comparative Theology offers a synthesis of and a
blueprint for the emerging field of comparative theology. It discusses
various approaches to the field, the impact of religious views of
other religions on the way in which comparative theology is conducted,
and the particularities of comparative theological hermeneutics. It
also provides an overview of the types of learning and of the
importance of comparative theology for traditional confessional
theology. Though drawing mainly from examples of Christian comparative
theology, the book presents a methodological framework that may be
applied to any religious tradition. Meaning and Method in Comparative
Theology begins with an elaboration on the basic distinction between
confessional and meta-confessional approaches to comparative theology.
The book also identifies and examines six possible types of
comparative theological learning and addresses various questions
regarding the relationship between comparative and confessional
theology. Provides a unique and objective look at the field of
comparative theology for scholars of religion and theologians who want
to understand or situate their work within the broader field Contains
methodological questions and approaches that apply to comparative
theologians from any religious tradition Recognizes and affirms the
diversity within the field, while advancing unique perspectives that
might be the object of continued discussions among theologians Meaning
and Method in Comparative Theology offers an important basis for
scholars to position their own work within the broader field of
comparative theology and is an essential resource for anyone
interested in theology conducted in dialogue with other religious
traditions. 2021 PROSE Finalist in the Theology & Religious Studies
category.
This book presents a heuristic and critical study of comparative
theology in engagement with phenomenological methodology and
sociological inquiry. It elucidates a postcolonial study of religion
in the context of multiple modernities.
Comparative Theology
The Routledge Handbook of Islam and Gender
Atonement and Comparative Theology
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Interreligious Reading After Vatican II
Muslima Explorations in Comparative Feminist Theology
Perry Schmidt-Leukel's Fractal Interpretation of Religious Diversity

A comprehensive entry-level study of all the major world
religions, from the major monotheistic faiths (Judaism,
Christianity, Islam) to the lesser-known polytheistic religions
(Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Jainism).
Every generation of theologians must respond to its context by
rearticulating the central tenets of the faith. Interreligious
comparison has been integral to this process from the start of
the Christian tradition and is especially salient today. The
emerging field of comparative theology, in which close study of
another religious tradition yields new questions and categories
for theological reflection in the scholar’s home tradition,
embodies the ecumenical spirit of this moment. This discipline
has the potential to enrich systematic theology and, by
extension, theological education, at its foundations. The essays
in Comparing Faithfully demonstrate that engagement with
religious diversity need not be an afterthought in the study of
Christian systematic theology; rather, it can be a way into
systematic theological thinking. Each section invites students
to test theological categories, to consider Christian doctrine
in relation to specific comparisons, and to take up comparative
study in their own contexts. This resource for pastors and
theology students reconsiders five central doctrines of the
Christian faith in light of focused interreligious
investigations. The dialogical format of the book builds
conversation about the doctrine of God, theodicy, humanity,
Christology, and soteriology. Its comparative essays span
examples from Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, Muslim, Jain, and
Confucian traditions as well as indigenous Aztec theology, and
contemporary “spiritual but not religious” thought to offer
exciting new perspectives on Christian doctrine.
Building on recent engagements with Barth in the area of
theologies of religion, Karl Barth and Comparative Theology
inaugurates a new conversation between Barth’s theology and
comparative theology. Each essay brings Barth into conversation
with theological claims from other religious traditions for the
purpose of modeling deep learning across religious borders from
a Barthian perspective. For each tradition, two Barth-influenced
theologians offer focused engagements of Barth with the
tradition’s respective themes and figures, and a response from a
theologian from that tradition then follows. With these
surprising and stirringly creative exchanges, Karl Barth and
Comparative Theology promises to open up new trajectories for
comparative theology. Contributors: Chris Boesel, Francis X.
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Clooney, Christian T. Collins Winn, Victor Ezigbo, James
Farwell, Tim Hartman, S. Mark Heim, Paul Knitter, Pan-chiu Lai,
Martha L. Moore-Keish, Peter Ochs, Marc Pugliese, Joshua
Ralston, Anantanand Rambachan, Randi Rashkover, Kurt Richardson,
Mun’im Sirry, John Sheveland, Nimi Wariboko
This text maps the field of comparative theology in global
context, offering original and critical perspectives on issues
such as origins, religion, gender, the subaltern, and
hermeneutics.
The Cross in Dialogue with Other Religions
Reading the Hindu and Christian Classics
Comparing Faithfully
Comparative Theology Among Multiple Modernities
Hope and Otherness: Christian Eschatology and Interreligious
Hospitality
Historical and Contemporary Interactions and Exchanges
The relationship between Islam and feminism is complex. There are many Muslim
scholars who fervently promote women's equality. At the same time, there is
ambivalence regarding the general norms, terminology, and approaches of
feminism and feminist theology. This ambivalence is in large part a product of
various hegemonic, androcentric, and patriarchal discourses that seek to dictate
legitimate and authoritative interpretations. These discourses not only fuel
ambivalence, they also effectively obscure valuable possibilities related to
interreligious feminist engagement. Divine Words, Female Voices is the follow-up
to Jerusha Lamptey's 2014 book, Never Wholly Other, in which she introduced the
idea of "Muslima" theology and applied it to the topic of religious diversity. In this
new book, she extends her earlier arguments to contend that interreligious
feminist engagement is both a theologically valid endeavor and a vital resource
for Muslim women scholars. She introduces comparative feminist theology as a
method for overcoming challenges associated with interreligious feminist
engagement, reorients comparative discussions to focus on the two "Divine
Words" (the Qur'an and Jesus) and feminist theology, and uses this reorientation
to examine intersections, discontinuities, and insights related to diverse
theological topics. This book is distinctive in its responsiveness to calls for new
approaches in Islamic feminist theology, its use of the method of comparative
theology, its focus on Muslim and Christian feminist theology in comparative
analysis, and its constructive articulation of Muslima theological perspectives.
This volume explores the twenty-first century classroom as a uniquely
intergenerational space of religious disaffiliation, and questions about how our
work in the classroom can be, and is being, re-imagined for the new generation.
The culturally hybrid identity of Millennials shapes their engagement with
religious "others" on campus and in the classroom, pushing educators of
comparative theology to develop new pedagogical strategies that leverage ways of
seeing and interacting with their teachers and classmates. Reflecting on religious
traditions such as Islam, Judaism, African Traditional Religions, Hinduism,
Christianity, and agnosticism/atheism, this volume theorizes the theological
outcomes of current pedagogies and the shifting contours of comparative
theological discourse.
At head of title: American Academy of Religion.
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In this book, David Burrell, one of the foremost philosophical theologians in the
English-speaking world, presents the best of his work on creation and human
freedom. A collection of writings by one of the foremost philosophers of religion in
the English-speaking world. Brings together in one volume the best of David
Burrell’s work on creation and human freedom from the last twenty years.
Dismantles the ‘libertarian’ approach to freedom underlying Western political and
economic systems. Engages with Islam, Judaism and Christianity, and with
modern and pre-modern systems of thought. The author is noted for his rigorous
approach, his wry humor, his intellectual subtlety and his generous spirit.
A Comparative Theology of Divine Possessions
Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry
An Interfaith Perspective
Understanding Interreligious Relations
Interreligious Comparisons in Religious Studies and Theology
New Paths for Interreligious Theology

In Hope and Otherness, Jakob Wirén explores the place and role of the religious other in
contemporary Christian, Muslim and Jewish eschatology.
This Companion to Comparative Theology offers a survey of historical developments,
contemporary approaches and future directions in a field of theology that has experienced rapid
growth and expansion in the past decades.
A model of interreligious theology that seeks to reconcile the ideal of religious tolerance with an
acknowledgement of the extent to which religious communities construct identity on the basis of
religious differences.
In Untouchable Bodies, Resistance, and Liberation Joshua Samuel engages in constructing an
embodied comparative theology of liberation by comparing divine possessions among Hindu and
Christian Dalits in South India.
Divine Words, Female Voices
Theology of Religions
Jewish-Muslim Relations
Deep Learning Across Religious Borders
The Gifford Lectures--An Extended Edition
Hindu God, Christian God
We live in an era of unprecedented growth in knowledge. Never before has there been so great an
availability of and access to information in both print and online. Yet as opportunities to educate
ourselves have greatly increased, our time for reading has significantly diminished. And when we do
read, we rarely have the patience to read in the slow, sustained fashion that great books require if we
are to be truly transformed by them. In Reading the Hindu and Christian Classics, renowned Harvard
Divinity School professor Francis Clooney argues that our increasing inability to read in a concerted
manner is particularly notable in the realm of religion, where the proliferation of information
detracts from the learning of practices that require slow and patient reading. Although awareness of
the world’s many religions is at an all-time high, deep knowledge of the various traditions has
suffered. Clooney challenges this trend by considering six classic Hindu and Christian texts dealing
with ritual and law, catechesis and doctrine, and devotion and religious participation, showing how,
in distinctive ways, such texts instruct, teach truth, and draw willing readers to participate in the
realities they are learning. Through readings of these seminal scriptural and theological texts, he
reveals the rewards of a more spiritually transformative mode of reading—and how individuals and
communities can achieve it.
This book is an extended, critical reflection on the state of interrelgious dialogue in its modern
version. While there has been some important writing in the field of comparative theology, there has
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been no extended, critical reflection on the state of the discipline in its modern version, its strengths
and problematic areas as it grows as a serious theological and scholarly discipline. This work of
young scholars in conversation with one another, remedies this lack by, as it were, taking the
discipline apart and putting it back together again. The volume seeks to understand how to learn from
multiple religions in a way that is truly open to those religions on their own terms, while yet being
rooted in the tradition/s that we bring to our interreligious study.
Printed Edition of the Special Issue Published in Religions, with a Summary by Perry Schmidt-Leukel
The New Comparative TheologyInterreligious Insights from the Next GenerationBloomsbury
Publishing USA
How Reason Helps Break Down the Boundaries Between Religions
Religious Pluralism and Interreligious Theology
Doing the Work of Comparative Theology
Karl Barth and Comparative Theology
A Sourcebook for Interreligious Study
Scriptural Reasoning, Comparative Theology and Receptive Ecumenism

The challenges and changes that take place when religions move from one
cultural context to another present unique opportunities for interreligious
dialogue. In new cultural environments religions are not only propelled to enter
into dialogue with the traditional or dominant religion of a particular culture;
religions are also invited to enter into dialogue with one another about cultural
changes. In this volume, scholars from different religious traditions discuss the
various types of dialogue that have emerged from the process of acculturation.
While the phenomenon of religious acculturation has generally focused on
Western religions in non-Western contexts, this volume deals predominantly
with the acculturation in the United States. It thus offers a fresh look at the
phenomenon of acculturation while also lifting up an often implicit or ignored
dimension of interreligious dialogue.
Given the intense political scrutiny of Islam and Muslims, which often centres
on gendered concerns, The Routledge Handbook of Islam and Gender is an
outstanding reference source to key topics, problems, and debates in this
exciting subject. Comprising over 30 chapters by a team of international
contributors the Handbook is divided into seven parts: Foundational texts in
historical and contemporary contexts Sex, sexuality, and gender difference
Gendered piety and authority Political and religious displacements Negotiating
law, ethics, and normativity Vulnerability, care, and violence in Muslim families
Representation, commodification, and popular culture These sections examine
key debates and problems, including: feminist and queer approaches to the
Qur’an, hadith, Islamic law, and ethics, Sufism, devotional practice, pilgrimage,
charity, female religious authority, global politics of feminism, material and
consumer culture, masculinity, fertility and the family, sexuality, sexual rights,
domestic violence, marriage practices, and gendered representations of
Muslims in film and media. The Routledge Handbook of Islam and Gender is
essential reading for students and researchers in religious studies, Islamic
studies, and gender studies. The Handbook will also be very useful for those in
related fields, such as cultural studies, area studies, sociology, anthropology,
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and history.
Interreligious Reading After Vatican II brings togetherfor the first time leading
scholars from within and outsidethe Catholic tradition to discuss and undertake
interreligiousreading in the light of Vatican II. Focuses on Scriptural Reasoning
and Comparative Theology, andconsiders the relationship between
interreligious engagement andReceptive Ecumenism within the Church Details
key events in the history of forms of study acrossfaith traditions Offers a fresh
analysis of the impact and on-going legacy ofthe Second Vatican Council
Tackles questions about scripture, doctrine, tradition,philosophy and
ecumenism in connection with theories and practicesof interreligious reading
and reasoning Inspires readers to think about how to engage with otherswithin
and beyond their own religious tradition
This volume offers an in-depth study of key themes common to the Hindu and
Christian religious traditions. It redefines how we think about Hinduism,
comparative study, and Christian theology. This book offers a bold new look at
how traditions encounter one another, and how good comparisons are to be
made. Redefining theology as an interreligious, comparative, dialogical, and
confessional practice open to all people, it invites not only Hindus and
Christians, but also theologians from all religious traditions, to enter into
conversation with one another.
A Comparative Theology of Religious Diversity
Ritual Participation and Interreligious Dialogue
In the Text, in the World
Cultivating Phenomenological Imagination
Theology Without Walls
A Companion to Comparative Theology
The first systematic overview of the field of comparative theology Meaning
and Method in Comparative Theology offers a synthesis of and a blueprint
for the emerging field of comparative theology. It discusses various
approaches to the field, the impact of religious views of other religions on
the way in which comparative theology is conducted, and the particularities
of comparative theological hermeneutics. It also provides an overview of
the types of learning and of the importance of comparative theology for
traditional confessional theology. Though drawing mainly from examples of
Christian comparative theology, the book presents a methodological
framework that may be applied to any religious tradition. Meaning and
Method in Comparative Theology begins with an elaboration on the basic
distinction between confessional and meta-confessional approaches to
comparative theology. The book also identifies and examines six possible
types of comparative theological learning and addresses various questions
regarding the relationship between comparative and confessional theology.
Provides a unique and objective look at the field of comparative theology
for scholars of religion and theologians who want to understand or situate
Page 8/12

Bookmark File PDF The New Comparative Theology Interreligious Insights
From
their work within the broader field Contains methodological questions and
approaches that apply to comparative theologians from any religious
tradition Recognizes and affirms the diversity within the field, while
advancing unique perspectives that might be the object of continued
discussions among theologians Meaning and Method in Comparative
Theology offers an important basis for scholars to position their own work
within the broader field of comparative theology and is an essential
resource for anyone interested in theology conducted in dialogue with
other religious traditions.
The central Christian belief in salvation through the suffering, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ remains one of the most intractable mysteries
of Christian faith. Throughout history, it has given rise to various theories
of atonement, many of which have been subject to critique as they no
longer speak to contemporary notions of evil and sin or to current
conceptions of justice. One of the important challenges for contemporary
Christian theology thus involves exploring new ways of understanding the
salvific meaning of the cross. In Atonement and Comparative Theology,
Christian theologians with expertise in Judaism, Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Daoism, and African Religions reflect on how engagement with
these traditions sheds new light on the Christian understanding of
atonement by pointing to analogous structures of sin and salvation,
drawing attention to the scandal of the cross as seen by the religious other,
and re-interpreting aspects of the Christian understanding of atonement.
Together, they illustrate the possibilities for comparative theology to
deepen and enrich Christian theological reflection.
In Teaching Interreligious Encounters, Marc A. Pugliese and Alexander Y.
Hwang have gathered together a multidisciplinary and international group
of scholar-teachers to explore the pedagogical issues that occur at the
intersection of different religious traditions. This volume is a theoretical
and practical guide for new teachers as well as seasoned scholars. It
breaks the pedagogy of interreligious encounters down into five distinct
components. In the first part, essays explore the theory of teaching these
encounters; in the second, essays discuss course design. The parts that
follow engage practical ideas for teaching textual analysis, practice, and
real-world application. Despite their disciplinary, contextual, and
methodological diversity, these essays share a common vision for the
learning goals and outcomes of teaching interreligious encounters. This is
a much-needed resource for any teacher participating in these
conversations in our age of globalization and migration, with its attendant
hopes and fears.
In a world that is more religiously diverse than ever before, our coworkers
and neighbors may well be adherents of other faiths. But how many of us
really grasp the similarities and differences between the major world
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religions? Comparative theology is one increasingly important way to
bridge this gap, especially for Christian leaders and professors, but also for
lay people and students. Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen introduces the nature and
work of comparative theology, then delves into a detailed doctrine-bydoctrine comparison of Christian teachings with those of historical and
contemporary Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. With every
doctrine, he first presents a summary of consensual Christian belief and
then orients the reader to the distinctive teachings of other faith traditions,
highlighting parallels and differences. Ideal for students, ministers,
instructors, and lay people interested in interfaith dialogue, Doing the Work
of Comparative Theology distills the comparative-theological rigor of
Kärkkäinen’s Constructive Christian Theology for the Pluralistic World
series into an accessible and user-friendly textbook. Readers will not only
learn basic methodology but also begin to undertake the actual work of
comparative theology.
Learning Interreligiously
How to Do Comparative Theology
A Critical and Methodological Perspective
Why and How Deep Learning Still Matters
Interreligious Insights from the Next Generation
Shared ritual practices, multi-faith celebrations, and interreligious prayers are
becoming increasingly common in the USA and Europe as more people experience
religious diversity first hand. While ritual participation can be seen as a powerful
expression of interreligious solidarity, it also carries with it challenges of a particularly
sensitive nature. Though celebrating and worshiping together can enhance
interreligious relations, cross-riting may also lead some believers to question whether
it is appropriate to engage in the rituals of another faith community. Some believers
may consider cross-ritual participation as inappropriate transgressive behaviour.
Bringing together leading international contributors and voices from a number of
religious traditions, Ritual Participation and Interreligious Dialogue delves into the
complexities and intricacies of the phenomenon. They ask: what are the promises and
perils of celebrating and praying together? What are the limits of ritual participation?
How can we make sense of feelings of discomfort when entering the sacred space of
another faith community? The first book to focus on the lived dimensions of
interreligious dialogue through ritual participation rather than textual or doctrinal
issues, this innovative volume opens an entirely new perspective.
For a generation and more, the contribution of Christian theology to interreligious
understanding has been a subject of debate. Some think of theological perspectives
are of themselves inherently too narrow to support interreligious learning, and argue
for an approach that is neutral or, on a more popular level, grounded simply openminded direct experience. In response, comparative theology argues that theology,
as faith seeking understanding, offers a vital perspective and a way of advancing
interreligious dialogue, aided rather than hindered by commitments; theological
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perspectives can both complement and step beyond the study of religions by
methods detached and merely neutral. Thus comparative theology has been
successful in persuading many that interreligious learning from one faith perspective
to another is both possible and worthwhile, and so the work of comparative theology
has become more recognized and established globally. With this success there has
come to the fore new challenges regarding method: How does one do comparative
theological work in a way that is theologically grounded, genuinely open to learning
from the other, sophisticated in pursuing comparisons, and fruitful on both the
academic and practical levels? How To Do Comparative Theology therefore
contributes to the maturation of method in the field of comparative theological
studies, learning across religious borders, by bringing together essays drawing on
different Christian traditions of learning, Judaism and Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism,
the wisdom of senior scholars, and also insights from a younger generation of
scholars who have studied theology and religion in new ways, and are more attuned
to the language of the spiritual but not religious. The essays in this volume show
great diversity in method, and also̶over and again and from many
angles̶coherence in intent, a commitment to one learning from the other, and a
confidence that one s home tradition benefits from fair and unhampered learning
from other and very different spiritual and religious traditions. It therefore shows the
diversity and coherence of comparative theology as an emerging discipline today.
Understanding Interreligious Relations is a multi-authored volume that explores the
theme of the 'religious other' from the perspective of five major religions--Hinduism,
Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam--and discusses a range of issues in which
interreligious relations are central. These include conversion, the impact and nature
of religious extremism, the contemporary development of inter-religious dialogue,
the dynamics operating betweenmajority and minority religious groups, belonging to
more than one religion or faith tradition, examples of cross-religious co-operation,
religion in the public domain, and the task of peace-building, among others.In a
religiously plural world, how different religious communities get along with one
another is not just an academic question; it is very much a focus of socio-political and
wider community attention. The challenge to understand interreligious relations is of
critical importance in today's world.
"Though women have been objects more often than subjects of interreligious
dialogue, they have nevertheless contributed in significant ways to the dialogue, just
as the dialogue has also contributed to their own self-understanding. This volume,
the fifth in the Interreligious Dialogue Series, brings together historical, critical, and
constructive approaches to the role of women in the dialogue between religions.
These approaches deal with concrete examples of women's involvement in dialogue,
critical reflections on the representation of women in dialogue, and the important
question of what women might bring to the dialogue. Together, they open up new
avenues for reflection on the nature and purpose of interreligious dialogue. "
Teaching Interreligious Encounters
Circling the Elephant
Interreligious Dialogue and Cultural Change
Boundaries, Transgressions and Innovations
The New Comparative Theology
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Faith and Freedom
Can religions be compared? For decades the discipline of religious studies was based
on the assumption that they can. Postmodern and postcolonial reflections, however,
raised significant doubts. In social and cultural studies the investigation of the
particular often took precedence over a comparative perspective. Interreligious
Comparisons in Religious Studies and Theology questions whether religious studies
can survive if it ceases to be comparative religion. Can it do justice to a globalized
world if it is limited on the specific and turns a blind eye on the general? While
comparative approaches have come under strong pressure in religious studies, they
have started flourishing in Theology. Comparative theology practices interfaith
dialogue by means of comparative research. This volume asks whether theology and
religious studies are able to mutually benefit from their critical and constructive
reflections. Can postcolonial criticism of neutrality and objectivity in religious studies
create new links with the decidedly perspectival approach of comparative theology? In
this collection scholars from theology and religious studies discuss the methodology
of interreligious comparison in the light of recent doubts and current objections.
Together with the contributors, Perry Schmidt-Leukel and Andreas Nehring argue that
after decades of critique, interreligious comparison deserves to be reconsidered,
reconstructed and reintroduced.
Drawing upon the author’s three decades of work in comparative theology, this is a
pertinent and comprehensive introduction to the field, which offers a clear guide to the
reader, enabling them to engage in comparative study. The author has three decades
of experience of work in the field of comparative theology and is ideally placed to write
this book Today’s increasing religious diversity makes this a pertinent and timely
publication Unique in the depth of its introduction and explanation of the discipline of
‘comparative theology’ Provides examples of how comparative theology works in the
new global context of human religiosity Draws on examples specific to Hindu-Christian
studies to show how it is possible to understand more deeply the wider diversity
around us. Clearly guides the reader, enabling them to engage in comparative study
Comparison Revisited
The Transreligious Imperative
Hybrid Identities, Negotiated Boundaries
Women and Interreligious Dialogue

Page 12/12

Copyright : africanamericanstudies.coas.howard.edu

