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Prominent Westen and Russian scholars examine the 'lost' transcripts of the
Soviet Politburo, a set of verbatim accounts of meetings that took place from the
1920s to 1938 but remained hidden in secret archives until the late 1990s.
An engrossing biography of the notorious Russian dictator by an author whose
knowledge of Soviet-era archives far surpasses all others. Josef Stalin exercised
supreme power in the Soviet Union from 1929 until his death in 1953. During that
quarter-century, by Oleg Khlevniuk’s estimate, he caused the imprisonment and
execution of no fewer than a million Soviet citizens per year. Millions more were
victims of famine directly resulting from Stalin’s policies. What drove him toward
such ruthlessness? This essential biography offers an unprecedented, fine-grained
portrait of Stalin the man and dictator. Without mythologizing Stalin as either
benevolent or an evil genius, Khlevniuk resolves numerous controversies about
specific events in the dictator’s life while assembling many hundreds of previously
unknown letters, memos, reports, and diaries into a comprehensive, compelling
narrative of a life that altered the course of world history. In brief, revealing
prologues to each chapter, Khlevniuk takes his reader into Stalin’s favorite dacha,
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where the innermost
Chronological chapters then illuminate major themes: Stalin’s childhood, his
involvement in the Revolution and the early Bolshevik government under Lenin,
his assumption of undivided power and mandate for industrialization and
collectivization, the Terror, World War II, and the postwar period. At the book’s
conclusion, the author presents a cogent warning against nostalgia for the
Stalinist era. “This brilliant, authoritative, opinionated biography ranks as the
best on Stalin in any language.”—Martin McCauley East-West Review “A
historiographical and literary masterpiece.”—Mark Edele, Australian Book Review
“A very digestible biography, yet one packed with revelations.”—Paul E.
Richardson, Russian Life Magazine
Upon its adoption in December 1936, Soviet leaders hailed the new so-called
Stalin Constitution as the most democratic in the world. Scholars have long
scoffed at this claim, noting that the mass repression of 1937–1938 that followed
rendered it a hollow document. This study does not address these competing
claims, but rather focuses on the six-month long popular discussion of the draft
Constitution, which preceded its formal adoption in December 1936. Drawing on
rich archival sources, this book uses the discussion of the draft 1936 Constitution
to examine discourse between the central state leadership and citizens about the
new Soviet social contract, which delineated the roles the state and citizens
should play in developing socialism. For the central leadership, mobilizing its
citizenry in a variety of state building campaigns was the main goal of the
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discussion of the
draft Constitution. However, the goals of the central leadership
at times stood in stark contrast with the people’s expressed interpretation of that
social contract. Citizens of the USSR focused on securing rights and privileges,
often related to improving their daily lives, from the central government.
"Now updated with new facts, and abridged for use in Soviet history courses, this
gripping book assembles top-secret Soviet documents, translated into English,
from the era of Stalin's purges. The dossiers, police reports, private letters, secret
transcripts, and other documents expose the hidden inner workings of the
Communist Party and the dark inhumanity of the purge process."[book cover].
Voting for Hitler and Stalin
The Lost Politburo Transcripts
A History
The Road
Stalin, Vol. II
Stalinism and After
Revolutionary in an Era of War
In this ground-breaking collection, a team of leading experts offer a detailed
examination of under-researched aspects of Soviet political repression in the
1930s. Drawing on archival documents and materials that have received little
attention in Western historiography, much of the information detailed here is in
English for the first time.
Benjamin A. Valentino finds that ethnic hatreds or discrimination, undemocratic
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systems of government,
and dysfunctions in society play a much smaller role in
mass killing and genocide than is commonly assumed. He shows that the impetus
for mass killing usually originates from a relatively small group of powerful leaders
and is often carried out without the active support of broader society. Mass killing,
in his view, is a brutal political or military strategy designed to accomplish leaders'
most important objectives, counter threats to their power, and solve their most
difficult problems. In order to capture the full scope of mass killing during the
twentieth century, Valentino does not limit his analysis to violence directed against
ethnic groups, or to the attempt to destroy victim groups as such, as do most
previous studies of genocide. Rather, he defines mass killing broadly as the
intentional killing of a massive number of noncombatants, using the criteria of
50,000 or more deaths within five years as a quantitative standard. Final Solutions
focuses on three types of mass killing: communist mass killings like the ones
carried out in the Soviet Union, China, and Cambodia; ethnic genocides as in
Armenia, Nazi Germany, and Rwanda; and "counter-guerrilla" campaigns including
the brutal civil war in Guatemala and the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.
Valentino closes the book by arguing that attempts to prevent mass killing should
focus on disarming and removing from power the leaders and small groups
responsible for instigating and organizing the killing.
In this work, the author incorporates data from archives that were previously
inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as well as drawing on
important recent Russian publications.
Page 4/36

Read Online The Road To Terror Stalin And The Self Destruction Of The
Bolsheviks 1932 1939 Updated And Abridged Edition Annals Of
Communism
Series
Asked shortly after
the revolution about how she viewed the new government,
Tatiana Varsher replied, "With the wide-open eyes of a historian." Her
countrywoman, Zinaida Zhemchuzhnaia, expressed a similar need to take note: "I
want to write about the way those events were perceived and reflected in the
humble and distant corner of Russia that was the Cossack town of Korenovskaia."
What these women witnessed and experienced, and what they were moved to
describe, is part of the extraordinary portrait of life in revolutionary Russia
presented in this book. A collection of life stories of Russian women in the first half
of the twentieth century, In the Shadow of Revolution brings together the
testimony of Soviet citizens and émigrés, intellectuals of aristocratic birth and
Soviet milkmaids, housewives and engineers, Bolshevik activists and dedicated
opponents of the Soviet regime. In literary memoirs, oral interviews, personal
dossiers, public speeches, and letters to the editor, these women document their
diverse experience of the upheavals that reshaped Russia in the first half of this
century. As is characteristic of twentieth-century Russian women's
autobiographies, these life stories take their structure not so much from private
events like childbirth or marriage as from great public events. Accordingly the
collection is structured around the events these women see as touchstones: the
Revolution of 1917 and the Civil War of 1918-20; the switch to the New Economic
Policy in the 1920s and collectivization; and the Stalinist society of the 1930s,
including the Great Terror. Edited by two preeminent historians of Russia and the
Soviet Union, the volume includes introductions that investigate the social
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historical context
of these women's lives as well as the structure of their
autobiographical narratives.
Stalin’s Constitution: Soviet Participatory Politics and the Discussion of the 1936
Draft Constitution
Stalin
Law and Terror in Stalin's Russia
The Soviet Union, 1929-53, Second Edition
The Road to Terror
The Anatomy of Terror
Life Stories of Russian Women from 1917 to the Second World War

Based on personal experience of life in the Soviet Union
Nove explains the phenomenon of Stalinism and its aftermath.
In highly readable style, Professor Nove traces the origins
of Stalinism, analyzes its nature and achievements, examines
the process of destalinization which followed Stalin's
death, and explores the evolution of the Soviet system under
Krushchev and Brezhnev. Stalinism and After is not a
biography; it is a study of the effect of the political
personalities of one man and his successors on the
development of Soviet history. It is within this context
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and the now-familiar catchwords of his regime: perestroika,
glasnost, demokratizatsiya, and uskoreniye.
This widely acclaimed biography of Stalin and his entourage
during the terrifying decades of his supreme power
transforms our understanding of Stalin as Soviet dictator,
Marxist leader, and Russian tsar. Based on groundbreaking
research, Simon Sebag Montefiore reveals the fear and
betrayal, privilege and debauchery, family life and
murderous cruelty of this secret world. Written with bracing
narrative verve, this feat of scholarly research has become
a classic of modern history writing. Showing how Stalin's
triumphs and crimes were the product of his fanatical
Marxism and his gifted but flawed character, this is an
intimate portrait of a man as complicated and human as he
was brutal and chilling.
Drawing on declassified material from Stalin’s personal
archive, this is the first systematic attempt to analyze how
Stalin saw his world—both the Soviet system he was trying to
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build and its
wider international context. Stalin rarely
left his offices and viewed the world largely through the
prism of verbal and written reports, meetings, articles,
letters, and books. Analyzing these materials, Sarah Davies
and James Harris provide a new understanding of Stalin’s
thought process and leadership style and explore not only
his perceptions and misperceptions of the world but the
consequences of these perceptions and misperceptions.
Road to TerrorStalin and the Self-Destruction of the
Bolsheviks, 1932-1939Yale University Press
Road to Terror
Repression and Social Order in the Soviet Union, 1924-1953
Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century
The Russian Revolution
Literature, Ambition, and Survival: The Life of Mikhail
Sholokhov
Stalin's General
The Court of the Red Tsar
This is the first attempt to systematically study the nature of the political
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leadership system under Stalin. It focuses both on the formal institutions of
power, such as the Politburo, and on the informal networks of decisionmaking that were a central feature of his system of rule. It draws on a
wealth of new archival material to highlight Stalin's relations with his coleaders and wider elite groups, and offers different perspectives on the
nature and degree of Stalin's system of personal power.
An authoritative account of Stalin as a wartime leader—showing how his
paradoxical policies of mass mobilization and repression affected all
aspects of Soviet society The Second World War was the defining moment
in the history of the Soviet Union. With Stalin at the helm, it emerged
victorious at a huge economic and human cost. But even before the
fighting had ended, Stalin began to turn against the architects of success.
In this original and comprehensive study, Alfred J. Rieber examines Stalin
as a wartime leader, arguing that his policies were profoundly paradoxical.
In preparation for the war, Stalin mobilized the whole of Soviet society in
pursuit of his military goals and intensified the centralization of his power.
Yet at the same time, his use of terror weakened the forces vital to the
defense of the country. In his efforts to rebuild the country after the
devastating losses and destruction, he suppressed groups that had
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contributed immeasurably to victory. His steady, ruthless leadership
cultivated a legacy that was to burden the Soviet Union and Russia to the
present day.
On the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, the epic story of an
enormous apartment building where Communist true believers lived before
their destruction The House of Government is unlike any other book about
the Russian Revolution and the Soviet experiment. Written in the tradition
of Tolstoy's War and Peace, Grossman’s Life and Fate, and Solzhenitsyn’s
The Gulag Archipelago, Yuri Slezkine’s gripping narrative tells the true
story of the residents of an enormous Moscow apartment building where
top Communist officials and their families lived before they were destroyed
in Stalin’s purges. A vivid account of the personal and public lives of
Bolshevik true believers, the book begins with their conversion to
Communism and ends with their children’s loss of faith and the fall of the
Soviet Union. Completed in 1931, the House of Government, later known as
the House on the Embankment, was located across the Moscow River from
the Kremlin. The largest residential building in Europe, it combined 505
furnished apartments with public spaces that included everything from a
movie theater and a library to a tennis court and a shooting range. Slezkine
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tells the chilling story of how the building’s residents lived in their
apartments and ruled the Soviet state until some eight hundred of them
were evicted from the House and led, one by one, to prison or their deaths.
Drawing on letters, diaries, and interviews, and featuring hundreds of rare
photographs, The House of Government weaves together biography,
literary criticism, architectural history, and fascinating new theories of
revolutions, millennial prophecies, and reigns of terror. The result is an
unforgettable human saga of a building that, like the Soviet Union itself,
became a haunted house, forever disturbed by the ghosts of the
disappeared.
If you would like a more detailed description of the book, please see the
"Table of Contents" section, where there is a short summary of each
chapter CONVERSATIONAL DESCRIPTION: This is a book by an Oxford
professor that’s been a long time in the making—it’s been under contract
for ten years—and that we’re very excited about and have a deep
investment in. It’s a big, sweeping, incredibly ambitious book of history
that tells the whole story of communism from its origins in the French
Revolution with Rousseau and Robespierre all the way up to today in China
and Cuba and North Korea and everything in between. We’re going to
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publish it in November, which is the 20th anniversary of the Berlin Wall
coming down, which should give us a good news peg in terms of publicity
and reviews. This book has a lot of things going for it but the biggest are
probably the way it has a totally epic sweep from the 1700s onward, and its
incredible cast of characters, and the way that it gives you the intellectual
history of the movement—the idealogical stuff—along with the narrative of
what literally happened over hundreds of years—the power struggles, the
back-room stuff, the infighting—and the way that Communism affected the
big picture of world history. It is reminiscent of Niall Ferguson’s new book
The Ascent of Money as well as our book A Splendid Exchange because
like those books this is history on a very large canvas that weaves together
a lot of different threads—the ideas, the politics, the economics, the military
stuff, the cultural stuff—into a compelling narrative. It's also similar to
Laurence Wright’s recent book The Looming Tower, which gave you the
intellectual roots of Al Qaeda at the same time as it was giving you this
amazing human story of what actually happened. The author has done
staggering research over the course of a decade and just puts the story
together brilliantly. He brings to life Marx and Engels, who are working the
intellectual angle with The Communist Manifesto and laying the foundation
Page 12/36

Read Online The Road To Terror Stalin And The Self Destruction Of The
Bolsheviks 1932 1939 Updated And Abridged Edition Annals Of
Communism Series
for Lenin and Stalin who come along to put the ideas into practice. But one
thing to emphasize here is that this is not just the story of Soviet
Communism. This is the whole story. You get Ho Chi Minh in North
Vietnam, you get Mao and Deng Xiaoping in China, you get Castro and Che
in Cuba, Tito in Yugoslavia, and dozens of others around the world.
Obviously you also get Khrushchev and Kennedy and Gorbachev and
Reagan and all that, but it’s important to realize that it isn’t just the
Soviets. What you come away with is this complete understanding of a new
piece of the puzzle of humanity's ongoing struggle to govern itself and
organize society and figure out how to live in the best way possible. You
get the sense that Communism as it was envisioned in the early days—as a
pure idea—probably wasn’t any worse than Capitalism, it’s just the old
story of people getting involved and screwing things up with their egos and
greed and hubris and insecurities—that’s another similarity with The
Looming Tower, where you saw how humiliation at the hands of the West
drove so much of Al Qaeda's ideology. In the case of Communism, there
was insecurity in these countries that the West saw them as "backward"
and a lot of the terrible stuff that happened came out of a desire to prove
that they weren’t. The author is a very highly regarded Oxford professor
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and we’re going to deliver some big blurbs on this. We don’t have them
yet because the author just delivered but if you look at what we’ve done
lately in terms of blurbage with these big history books, it will be similar. In
terms of reviews, there’s never any guarantee that we’ll get them but I
think we have a much better shot than we did with Old World New World,
where we didn?t have any kind of news peg, but with this book we will in
the 20th anniversary of the Berlin Wall coming down. MORE FORMAL
DESCRIPTIVE COPY: Communism was one of the most powerful political
and intellectual movements the world has ever seen. At the height of their
influence, Communists controlled more than a third of the earth’s surface.
But perhaps more astonishing than its rapid rise and extraordinary reach
was Communism’s sudden, devastating collapse in November of 1989. In
The Red Flag, Oxford professor David Priestland tells the epic story of a
movement that has taken root in dozens of countries across two hundred
years, from its birth after the French Revolution to its ideological maturity
in nineteenth-century Germany to its rise to dominance (and subsequent
fall) in the twentieth century. Beginning with the first modern Communists
in the age of Robespierre, Priestland examines the motives of thinkers and
leaders including Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Castro, Che Guevara, Mao,
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Ho Chi Minh, Gorbachev, and many others. He also asks what it was about
Communism that inspired its rank and file—whether the militants of 1920s
Russia, the guerrilla fighters of China, or the students of Ethiopia—and
explores the experience of what it meant to live under Communism for its
millions of subjects. He shows how Communism, in all its varieties,
appealed to different societies for different reasons, in some as a response
to inequalities and in others more out of a desire to catch up with the West.
But paradoxically, while destroying one web of inequality, Communist
leaders were simultaneously weaving another. It was this dynamic,
together with widespread economic failure and an escalating loss of faith in
the system, that ultimately destroyed Soviet Communism itself. At a time
when global capitalism is in crisis and powerful new political forces have
arisen to confront Western democracy, The Red Flag is essential reading if
we are to apply the lessons of the past to navigating the future.
Elections Under 20th Century Dictatorships
Legitimation – Cooptation – Repression
Stalin and the Self-Destruction of the Bolsheviks, 1932-1939
Waiting for Hitler, 1928-1941
Dictating the Soviet Order
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Stalin and the self-destruction of the Bolsheviks, 1932-1939
The Stalin Years

The Caucasus is a strategically and economically important region in contemporary global
affairs. Western interest in the Caucasus has grown rapidly since 1991, fuelled by the admixture
of oil politics, great power rivalry, ethnic separatism and terrorism that characterizes the region.
However, until now there has been little understanding of how these issues came to assume the
importance they have today. This book argues that understanding the Soviet legacy in the region
is critical to analysing both the new states of the Transcaucasus and the autonomous territories
of the North Caucasus. It examines the impact of Soviet rule on the Caucasus, focusing in
particular on the period from 1917 to 1955. Important questions covered include how the Soviet
Union created ‘nations’ out of the diverse peoples of the North Caucasus; the true nature of the
1917 revolution; the role and effects of forced migration in the region; how over time the
constituent nationalities of the region came to re-define themselves; and how Islamic radicalism
came to assume the importance it continues to hold today. A cauldron of war, revolution, and
foreign interventions - from the British and Ottoman Turks to the oil-hungry armies of Hitler’s
Third Reich - the Caucasus and the policies and actors it produced (not least Stalin, Sergo
Ordzhonikidze and Anastas Mikoyan) both shaped the Soviet experiment in the twentieth
century and appear set to continue to shape the geopolitics of the twenty-first. Making
unprecedented use of memoirs, archives and published sources, this book is an invaluable aid for
scholars, political analysts and journalists alike to understanding one of the most important
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borderlands of the
modern world.

The brooding figure of Joseph Stalin hovered over communist power in Russia for most of its 74
years. Despite its achievements, his regime practised lawlessness and terror over a wider span of
territory and more people than had ever been known before. The question that arises is, how was
he able to exercise dictatorial rule over 170 million people in the many countries making up the
Soviet Union for so long? Stalin's Russia still has the power to evoke intense interest and the
new information gradually being excavated from Soviet archives is forever bringing forth more
appalling revelations of the depths to which men can sink. No longer is it widely believed that
Stalin deviated from Lenin's model but, as John Hostettler shows, terror was inherent in the
whole of Lenin's revolutionary career. In vivid detail the author plots the interaction of Marxist
theory with the culturally backward legacy of autocratic Tsarist Russia that was played out in the
minds of Lenin, Stalin and the other Bolshevik leaders. What is also established is that not only
was law often ignored but was also twisted and used as a facade to enhance and legitimize
appalling inhumanity. We see the growth of slave labour and the Gulag, of forced
industrialization, and the almost unbelievable horrors of collectivization. The effects of the
Great Terror in liquidating the Bolshevik Old Guard and millions of ordinary people caught up
in the web of accusation, counter-accusation and the application to the whole Soviet empire of
doublespeak are graphically illustrated. Finally, Hostettler questions whether a different road
could have been taken after the Bolshevik Revolution had succeeded. He concludes that Stalin's
Russia signals a warning against taking a wrong path in seeking human liberty and equality.
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Revolutionary law
is no law at all and is no substitute for the rule of law.

Presenting a new perspective on the Russian Revolution, a noted historian traces three
generational phases to show how the revolution, while it changed in form and character, retained
the same idealistic goals throughout.
Stalin and the self-destruction of the Bolsheviks, from 1932 to 1939, is the subject of this book,
which assembles and translates into English for the first time nearly 200 formerly top-secret
Soviet documents from that period. 42 illustrations.
A Saga of the Russian Revolution
Stalin's World
A New History
A History of Communism
Bloodlands
Never Remember
Battling for Communism in War and Cold War
From the author of the international bestseller On Tyranny, the definitive
history of Hitler’s and Stalin’s politics of mass killing, explaining why Ukraine
has been at the center of Western history for the last century. Americans call
the Second World War “the Good War.” But before it even began, America’s
ally Stalin had killed millions of his own citizens—and kept killing them
during and after the war. Before Hitler was defeated, he had murdered six
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million Jews and
nearly as many other Europeans. At war’s end, German and
Soviet killing sites fell behind the Iron Curtain, leaving the history of mass
killing in darkness. Assiduously researched, deeply humane, and utterly
definitive, Bloodlands is a new kind of European history, presenting the mass
murders committed by the Nazi and Stalinist regimes as two aspects of a
single story. With a new afterword addressing the relevance of these events
to the contemporary decline of democracy, Bloodlands is required reading
for anyone seeking to understand the central tragedy of modern history and
its meaning today.
Widely regarded as the most accomplished general of World War II, the
Soviet military legend Marshal Georgy Zhukov at last gets the full-scale
biographical treatment he has long deserved. A man of indomitable will and
fierce determination, Georgy Zhukov was the Soviet Union’s indispensable
commander through every one of the critical turning points of World War II.
It was Zhukov who saved Leningrad from capture by the Wehrmacht in
September 1941, Zhukov who led the defense of Moscow in October 1941,
Zhukov who spearheaded the Red Army’s march on Berlin and formally
accepted Germany’s unconditional surrender in the spring of 1945. Drawing
on the latest research from recently opened Soviet archives, including the
uncensored versions of Zhukov’s own memoirs, Roberts offers a vivid
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portrait of a man
whose tactical brilliance was matched only by the coldblooded ruthlessness with which he pursued his battlefield objectives. After
the war, Zhukov was a key player on the geopolitical scene. As Khrushchev’s
defense minister, he was one of the architects of Soviet military strategy
during the Cold War. While lauded in the West as a folk hero—he was the
only Soviet general ever to appear on the cover of Time magazine—Zhukov
repeatedly ran afoul of the Communist political authorities. Wrongfully
accused of disloyalty, he was twice banished and erased from his country’s
official history—left out of books and paintings depicting Soviet World War II
victories. Piercing the hyperbole of the Zhukov personality cult, Roberts
debunks many of the myths that have sprung up around Zhukov’s life and
career to deliver fresh insights into the marshal’s relationships with Stalin,
Khrushchev, and Eisenhower. A remarkably intimate portrait of a man whose
life was lived behind an Iron Curtain of official secrecy, Stalin’s General is an
authoritative biography that restores Zhukov to his rightful place in the
twentieth-century military pantheon.
Policing Stalin's Socialism is one of the first books to emphasize the
importance of social order repression by Stalin's Soviet regime in contrast to
the traditional emphasis of historians on political repression. Based on
extensive examination of new archival materials, David Shearer finds that
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most repression
during the Stalinist dictatorship of the 1930s was against
marginal social groups such as petty criminals, deviant youth, sectarians,
and the unemployed and unproductive. It was because Soviet leaders
regarded social disorder as more of a danger to the state than political
opposition that they instituted a new form of class war to defend themselves
against this perceived threat. Despite the combined work of the political and
civil police the efforts to cleanse society failed; this failure set the stage for
the massive purges that decimated the country in the late 1930s.
Examines Stalin's ambigious personal and political legacy, his achievements,
and his crimes - all now the subject of major reappraisal both in the West
and in the former Soviet Union.Joseph Stalin's 25-year dictatorship is without
doubt one of the most controversial periods in the history of the Soviet
Union. Stalin and Stalinism examines Stalin's ambiguous personal and
political legacy, his achievements, and his crimes - all now the subject of
major reappraisal both in the West and in the former Soviet Union.The
second edition of this best-selling pamphlet is fully updated to take in new
debates and controversies which have emerged since the collapse of the
Soviet Union, and considers the ways in which Stalin's legacy still affects
attitudes in and towards post-Soviet Russia.
The Caucasus Under Soviet Rule
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The Road to Gorbachev
Stalin as Warlord
From Collective Rule to Stalin's Dictatorship
Ideocracies in Comparison
Policing Stalin's Socialism
The Red Flag
Ideocracies, or ideological dictatorships, such as the "Third Reich", the Soviet Union and the
People’s Republic of China have, much more than any other kinds of autocracy, characterized
the history of the 20th century. Despite their undeniable loss of significance, ideocracies have
not disappeared from the world in the 21st century. This book explores the functioning of
ideocracies and analyses the typical interplay of legitimation, co-optation and repression which
autocratic elites use in an attempt to stabilize their rule. In the first part of the book, the
contributors discuss the conceptual history of the ideocracy notion. The second part offers
case studies pertaining to the Soviet State, Italy, the National Socialist Regime, the German
Democratic Republic, the People’s Republic of China, North Korea and Cuba. Finally, the third
part compares various ideocracies and draws together key themes. Uniting the perspectives of
history, philosophy and political science through the use of case studies and systematic
comparisons, this book offers a unique examination of ideocracies both past and present which
will be of interest to students and scholars researching political regimes, political history and
comparative politics, as well as other disciplines.
Stalin's massive impact on Soviet history is often explained in terms of his inherent evil,
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personality defects
and power lust. While not rejecting these notions, Kevin McDermott argues

that Stalin's thoughts and actions are best contextualised in the inter-relationship between war
and revolution in the first half of the twentieth century. The author presents the case for taking
the Soviet dictator seriously as a Marxist revolutionary whose fundamental beliefs and modus
operandi were forged in the cauldron of civil and international wars, ideologically driven class
wars and revolutionary upheavals associated with the 'age of catastrophe', 1914-45. Only by
so doing can the complex motivations for such cataclysmic events as the Great Terror be
adequately addressed. Incorporating recently declassified materials from the former Soviet
Party archives, this new appraisal of Stalin also provides a critical review of the latest western
and Russian historiography. It is essential reading for anyone studying the debates on one of
the leading figures of Soviet history.
Stalin's Terror of the 1930s has long been a popular subject for historians. However, while for
decades, historians were locked in a narrow debate about the degree of central control over
the terror process, recent archival research is underpinning new, innovative approaches and
opening new perspectives. Historians have begun to explore the roots of the Terror in the
heritage of war and mass repression in the late Imperial and early Soviet periods; in the
regime's focus not just on former 'oppositionists', wreckers and saboteurs, but also on crime
and social disorder; and in the common European concern to identify and isolate 'undesirable'
elements. Recent studies have examined in much greater depth and detail the precipitants and
triggers that turned a determination to protect the Revolution into a ferocious mass repression.
The Anatomy of Terror is an edited volume which brings together the work of the leading
historians in the field, presenting not only the latest developments in the subject, but also the
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latest evolution of
the debate. The sixteen chapters are divided into eight themes, with some

themes reflecting the diversity of sources, methodologies and angles of approach, others
showing stark differences of opinion. This opens up the field of study to further research, and
this volume will proof indispensable for historians of political violence and of the era of Stalinist
Terror.
Well before 1929, Stalin had achieved dictatorial power over the Soviet empire, but now he
decided that the largest peasant economy in the world would be transformed into socialist
modernity, whatever it took. What it took, and what Stalin managed to force through,
transformed the country and its ruler in profound and enduring ways. Rather than a tale of a
deformed or paranoid personality creating a political system, this is a story of a political system
shaping a personality. Building and running a dictatorship, with power of life or death over
hundreds of millions, in conditions of capitalist self-encirclement, made Stalin the person he
became. Wholesale collectivization of agriculture, some 120 million peasants, necessitated
levels of coercion that were extreme even for Russia, but Stalin did not flinch; the resulting
mass starvation and death elicited criticism inside the party even from those Communists
committed to the eradication of capitalism. By 1934, when the situation had stabilized and
socialism had been built in the countryside too, the internal praise came for his uncanny
success in anticapitalist terms. But Stalin never forgot and never forgave, with bloody
consequences as he strove to consolidate the state with a brand new elite. Stalin had revived a
great power with a formidable industrialized military. But the Soviet Union was effectively
alone, with no allies and enemies perceived everywhere. The quest to find security would bring
Soviet Communism into an improbable pact with Nazi Germany. But that bargain did not work
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out as envisioned.
The lives of Stalin and Hitler, and the fates of their respective countries,

drew ever closer to collision. Stalin: Waiting for Hitler: 1929-1941 is, like its predecessor Stalin:
Paradoxes of Power: 1878-1928, nothing less than a history of the world from Stalin's desk. It
is also, like its predecessor, a landmark achievement in the annals of the biographer's art.
Kotkin's portrait captures the vast structures moving global events, and the intimate details of
decision-making.
Stories, Journalism, and Essays
The House of Government
Stalin's Curse
‘Show’ Trials, War Crimes Trials, and Nuremberg
Stalin's Scribe
Revolutionary Russia, 1891-1991
Stalin’s Terror Revisited

,"A book that belongs on the shelf alongside The Gulag Archipelago. -- Kirkus Reviews
A haunting literary and visual journey deep into Russia's past -- and present. The Gulag
was a monstrous network of labor camps that held and killed millions of prisoners from
the 1930s to the 1950s. More than half a century after the end of Stalinist terror, the
geography of the Gulag has been barely sketched and the number of its victims remains
unknown. Has the Gulag been forgotten?Writer Masha Gessen and photographer Misha
Friedman set out across Russia in search of the memory of the Gulag. They journey
from Moscow to Sandarmokh, a forested site of mass executions during Stalin's Great
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Terror; to the only
Gulag camp turned into a museum, outside of the city of Perm in the
Urals; and to Kolyma, where prisoners worked in deadly mines in the remote reaches of
the Far East. They find that in Vladimir Putin's Russia, where Stalin is remembered as a
great leader, Soviet terror has not been forgotten: it was never remembered in the first
place.
During Stalin's Great Terror, accusations of treason struck fear in the hearts of Soviet
citizens-and lengthy imprisonment or firing squads often followed. Many of the accused
sealed their fates by agreeing to confessions after torture or interrogation by the NKVD.
Some, however, gave up without a fight. In Stalinist Confessions, Igal Halfin investigates
the phenomenon of a mass surrender to the will of the state. He deciphers the skillfully
rendered discourse through which Stalin defined his cult of personality and consolidated
his power by building a grassroots base of support and instilling a collective psyche in
every citizen. By rooting out evil (opposition) wherever it hid, good communists could
realize purity, morality, and their place in the greatest society in history. Confessing to
trumped-up charges, comrades made willing sacrifices to their belief in socialism and
the necessity of finding and making examples of its enemies. Halfin focuses his study on
Leningrad Communist University as a microcosm of Soviet society. Here, eager students
proved their loyalty to the new socialism by uncovering opposition within the University.
Through their meetings and self-reports, students sought to become Stalin's New Man.
Using his exhaustive research in Soviet archives including NKVD records, party
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materials, student
and instructor journals, letters, and newspapers, Halfin examines the
transformation in the language of Stalinist socialism. From an initial attitude that
dismissed dissent as an error in judgment and redeemable through contrition to a
doctrine where members of the opposition became innately wicked and their reform
impossible, Stalin's socialism now defined loyalty in strictly black and white terms.
Collusion or allegiance (real or contrived, now or in the past) with “enemies of the
people” (Trotsky, Zinoviev, Bukharin, Germans, capitalists) was unforgivable. The party
now took to the task of purging itself with ever-increasing zeal.
A masterful and definitive biography of one of the most misunderstood and controversial
writers in Russian literature. Mikhail Sholokhov is arguably one of the most contentious
recipients of the Nobel Prize in literature in history. As a young man, Sholokhov’s epic
novel, Quiet Don, became an unprecedented overnight success. Stalin’s Scribe is the
first biography of a man who was once one of the Soviet Union’s most prominent
political figures. Thanks to the opening of Russia’s archives, Brian Boeck discovers that
Sholokhov’s official Soviet biography is actually a tangled web of legends, half-truths,
and contradictions. Boeck examines the complex connection between an author and a
dictator, revealing how a Stalinist courtier became an ideological acrobat and
consummate politician in order to stay in favor and remain relevant after the dictator’s
death. Stalin's Scribe is remarkable biography that both reinforces and clashes with our
understanding of the Soviet system. It reveals a Sholokhov who is bold,
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uncompromising,
and sympathetic—and reconciles him with the vindictive and meanspirited man described in so many accounts of late Soviet history. Shockingly, at the
height of the terror, which claimed over a million lives, Sholokhov became a member of
the most minuscule subset of the Soviet Union’s population—the handful of individuals
whom Stalin personally intervened to save.
A compelling intellectual biography of Stalin told through his personal library In this
engaging life of the twentieth century’s most self-consciously learned dictator, Geoffrey
Roberts explores the books Stalin read, how he read them, and what they taught him.
Stalin firmly believed in the transformative potential of words and his voracious appetite
for reading guided him throughout his years. A biography as well as an intellectual
portrait, this book explores all aspects of Stalin’s tumultuous life and politics. Stalin, an
avid reader from an early age, amassed a surprisingly diverse personal collection of
thousands of books, many of which he marked and annotated revealing his intimate
thoughts, feelings, and beliefs. Based on his wide-ranging research in Russian archives,
Roberts tells the story of the creation, fragmentation, and resurrection of Stalin’s
personal library. As a true believer in communist ideology, Stalin was a fanatical idealist
who hated his enemies—the bourgeoisie, kulaks, capitalists, imperialists, reactionaries,
counter-revolutionaries, traitors—but detested their ideas even more.
The Nature of Stalin's Dictatorship
In the Shadow of Revolution
Page 28/36

Read Online The Road To Terror Stalin And The Self Destruction Of The
Bolsheviks 1932 1939 Updated And Abridged Edition Annals Of
Communism
Series
The Life of Georgy
Zhukov
Searching for Stalin's Gulags in Putin's Russia
Political Violence under Stalin
Messianism and Terror at the Leningrad Communist University
Stalin and the Self-destruction of the Bolsheviks, 1932-1939
From the 'show' trials of the 1920s and 1930s to the London
Conference, this book examines the Soviet role in the Nuremberg
IMT trial through the prism of the ideas and practices of
earlier Soviet legal history, detailing the evolution of
Stalin's ideas about the trail of Nazi war criminals. Stalin
believed that an international trial for Nazi war criminals was
the best way to show the world the sacrifices his country had
made to defeat Hitler, and he, together with his legal
mouthpiece Andrei Vyshinsky, maintained tight control over
Soviet representatives during talks leading up to the creation
of the Nuremberg IMT trial in 1945, and the trial itself. But
Soviet prosecutors at Nuremberg were unable to deal comfortably
with the complexities of an open, western-style legal
proceeding, which undercut their effectiveness throughout the
trial. However, they were able to present a significant body of
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evidence that
underscored the brutal nature of Hitler's racial
war in Russia from 1941-45, a theme which became central to
Stalin's efforts to redefine international criminal law after
the war. Stalin's Soviet Justice provides a nuanced analysis of
the Soviet justice system at a crucial turning point in European
history and it will be vital reading for scholars and advanced
students of the legal history of the Soviet Union, the history
of war crimes and the aftermath of the Second World War.
The figure of Joseph Stalin has always provoked heated and often
polarized debate. The recent declassification of a substantial
portion of Stalin's archive has made possible this fundamental
new assessment of the Soviet leader. In this groundbreaking 2005
study, leading international experts challenge many assumptions
about Stalin from his early life in Georgia to the Cold War
years with contributions ranging across the political, economic,
social, cultural, ideological and international history of the
Stalin era. The volume provides a deeper understanding of the
nature of Stalin's power and of the role of ideas in his
politics, presenting a more complex and nuanced image of one of
the most important leaders of the twentieth century. This study
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precedent in the field of Russian history and will
prove invaluable reading for students of Stalin and Stalinism.
The story of how Stalin ruthlessly built his 'Red Empire' in the
aftermath of World War II - and what inspired him to build it.
The Road rings together short stories, journalism, essays, and
letters by Vasily Grossman, the author of Life and Fate,
providing new insight into the life and work of this
extraordinary writer. The stories range from Grossman’s first
success, “In the Town of Berdichev,” a piercing reckoning with
the cost of war, to such haunting later works as “Mama,” based
on the life of a girl who was adopted at the height of the Great
Terror by the head of the NKVD and packed off to an orphanage
after her father’s downfall. The girl grows up struggling with
the discovery that the parents she cherishes in memory are part
of a collective nightmare that everyone else wishes to forget.
The Road also includes the complete text of Grossman’s harrowing
report from Treblinka, one of the first anatomies of the
workings of a death camp; “The Sistine Madonna,” a reflection on
art and atrocity; as well as two heartbreaking letters that
Grossman wrote to his mother after her death at the hands of the
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Nazis and carried
Meticulously edited and presented by Robert Chandler, The Road
allows us to see one of the great figures of twentieth-century
literature discovering his calling both as a writer and as a
man.
A Dictator and his Books
New Biography of a Dictator
Stalin's Library
Stalin's Soviet Justice
Final Solutions
Europe Between Hitler and Stalin

This profile looks at how Stalin, despite being regarded as
intellectually inferior by his rivals, managed to rise to
power and rule the largest country in the world,
achievieving divine-like status as a dictator. Through
recently uncovered research material and Stalin’s archives
in Moscow, Kuromiya analyzes how and why Stalin was a rare,
even unique, politician who literally lived by politics
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alone. He analyses how Stalin understood psychology
campaigns well and how he used this understanding in his
political reign and terror. Kuromiya provides a convincing,
concise and up-to-date analysis of Stalin’s political life.
Non-competitive elections in 20th century dictatorships :
some questions and general considerations / Ralph Jessen
and Hedwig Richter -- The self-staging of a plebiscitary
dictatorship : the NS-Regime between uniformed Reichstag,
referendum and Reichsparteitag / Markus Urban -- Popular
sovereignty and constitutional rights in the USSR's Supreme
Soviet elections of February 1946 / Mark B. Smith -Integration, celebration, and challenge : Soviet youth and
elections, 1953-1968 / Gleb Tsipursky -- Mass obedience :
practices and functions of elections in the German
Democratic Republic / Hedwig Richter -- Elections in modern
dictatorships : some analytical considerations / Werner J.
Patzelt -- The great Soviet paradox : elections and terror
in the unions, 1937-1938 / Wendy Z. Goldman -- Plebiscites
in Fascist Italy : national unity and the importance of the
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appearance of unity / Paul Corner -- Works council
elections in Czechoslovakia, 1948-1968 / Peter Heumos -Faking it : neo-Soviet electoral politics in Central Asia /
Donnacha Ó Beacháin -- Elections, plebiscitary elections,
and plebiscites in Fascist Italy and Nazi-Germany :
comparative perspectives / Enzo Fimiani -- Germany totally
National Socialist : National Socialist Reichstag elections
and plebiscites, 1933-1938 : the example of SchleswigHolstein / Frank Omland -- Elections in the Soviet Union,
1937-1989 : a view into a paternalistic world from below /
Stephan Merl -- The people's voice : the elections to the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR in 1958 in the Belarusian
capital Minsk / Thomas M. Bohn.
In 1934 Andrei Zhdanov was promoted to the post of
secretary of the Communist Party's Central Committee in
Moscow and entered the inner circle of Stalin's partners.
Notable for his involvement in implementing the artificial
crisis of the Great Terror in Moscow and Leningrad, Zhdanov
was later involved in the preparation and signing of the
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Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact and acted as Stalin's Party
emissary in the Winter War and the sovietization of
Estonia. Boterbloem details how Zhdanov's career was put in
jeopardy in the summer of 1941 when German troops almost
captured Leningrad. Stalin kept Zhdanov at the Leningrad
front for much of the Second World War because of his
alleged failure to halt the initial German advance, where
he presided over the terrible suffering of the besieged
city's population. In 1945, Zhdanov's ideological
commitment led to his recall to the centre of Soviet power
where, more publicly visible than ever before, he berated
Soviet artists, scientists, philosophers, composers, and
foreign Communist Parties for failing to adhere to the
Party line. Never in good health, the stress of being
Stalin's main assistant in both the massive bureaucracy of
the Communist Party and the attempt to restore ideological
orthodoxy, combined with anxiety about his son Iurii, led
to his death in 1948.
Looking at the entire Stalin era, this book contains
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chapters on ideology, politics, economic development,
social change, nationalities, culture and external
relations, and the Great Terror. An updated bibliography
including a wealth of recent English-language work on the
rule of Stalin is included.
Stalin and Stalinism
Life and Times of Andrei Zhdanov, 1896-1948
The Politburo 1928-1953
Stalinist Confessions
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