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This book looks at how China and India's growing interests in Central Asia disrupt the traditional
Russia-U.S. 'Great Game' at the heart of the old continent. In the years to come, both Asian
powers are looking to redeploy their rivalry on the Central Asian and Afghan theatres on a
geopolitical, but also political and economic level.
This riveting "biography of a nobody" offers a rare view of empire from the bottom up and a
glimpse of the making of modern China. Robert Bickers mines the letters of Richard Tinkler
along with archival files to create a fascinating and much-needed narrative of everyday life in the
colonial world and an unvarnished portrait of the colonial experience that will permanently affect
our view of it.
A gripping account of China’s nineteenth-century Taiping Rebellion, one of the largest civil wars
in history. Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom brims with unforgettable characters and vivid recreations of massive and often gruesome battles—a sweeping yet intimate portrait of the conflict
that shaped the fate of modern China. The story begins in the early 1850s, the waning years of the
Qing dynasty, when word spread of a major revolution brewing in the provinces, led by a failed
civil servant who claimed to be the son of God and brother of Jesus. The Taiping rebels drew their
power from the poor and the disenfranchised, unleashing the ethnic rage of millions of Chinese
against their Manchu rulers. This homegrown movement seemed all but unstoppable until Britain
and the United States stepped in and threw their support behind the Manchus: after years of
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massive carnage, all opposition to Qing rule was effectively snuffed out for generations. Stephen
R. Platt recounts these events in spellbinding detail, building his story on two fascinating
characters with opposing visions for China’s future: the conservative Confucian scholar Zeng
Guofan, an accidental general who emerged as the most influential military strategist in China’s
modern history; and Hong Rengan, a brilliant Taiping leader whose grand vision of building a
modern, industrial, and pro-Western Chinese state ended in tragic failure. This is an essential and
enthralling history of the rise and fall of the movement that, a century and a half ago, might have
launched China on an entirely different path into the modern world.
In recent years, China and India have become the most important economic partners of Africa
and their footprints are growing by leaps and bounds, transforming Africa's international
relations in a dramatic way. Although the overall impact of China and India's engagement in
Africa has been positive in the short-term, partly as a result of higher returns from commodity
exports fuelled by excessive demands from both countries, little research exists on the actual
impact of China and India's growing involvement on Africa's economic transformation. This
book examines in detail the opportunities and challenges posed by the increasing presence of
China and India in Africa, and proposes critical interventions that African governments must
undertake in order to negotiate with China and India from a stronger and more informed
platform.
How a Million Migrants are Building a New Empire in Africa
Politics, Labor, and Foreign Investment in Africa
China Inside Out
John Swire & Sons and Its World, 1816 – 1980
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Breaking with the Past
Isolationism
The Scramble for Europe
The Break-up of China
Documents the burgeoning Chinese presence in Africa to examine China's
potentially world-changing role in reshaping Africa's culture and economy.
Through a series of lively and absorbing portraits of iconic modern Chinese
leaders and thinkers, two of today’s foremost specialists on China provide a
panoramic narrative of this country’s rise to preeminence that is at once
analytical and personal. How did a nation, after a long and painful period of
dynastic decline, intellectual upheaval, foreign occupation, civil war, and
revolution, manage to burst forth onto the world stage with such an impressive
run of hyperdevelopment and wealth creation—culminating in the extraordinary
dynamism of China today? Wealth and Power answers this question by examining
the lives of eleven influential officials, writers, activists, and leaders whose
contributions helped create modern China. This fascinating survey begins in the
lead-up to the first Opium War with Wei Yuan, the nineteenth-century scholar and
reformer who was one of the first to urge China to borrow ideas from the West. It
concludes in our time with human-rights advocate and Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Liu Xiaobo, an outspoken opponent of single-party rule. Along the way, we meet
such titans of Chinese history as the Empress Dowager Cixi, public intellectuals
Feng Guifen, Liang Qichao, and Chen Duxiu, Nationalist stalwarts Sun Yat-sen and
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Chiang Kai-shek, and Communist Party leaders Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, and
Zhu Rongji. The common goal that unites all of these disparate figures is their
determined pursuit of fuqiang, “wealth and power.” This abiding quest for a
restoration of national greatness in the face of a “century of humiliation” at the
hands of the Great Powers came to define the modern Chinese character. It’s
what drove both Mao and Deng to embark on root-and-branch transformations of
Chinese society, first by means of Marxism-Leninism, then by authoritarian
capitalism. And this determined quest remains the key to understanding many of
China’s actions today. By unwrapping the intellectual antecedents of today’s
resurgent China, Orville Schell and John Delury supply much-needed insight into
the country’s tortured progression from nineteenth-century decline to twentyfirst-century boom. By looking backward into the past to understand forces at
work for hundreds of years, they help us understand China today and the future
that this singular country is helping shape for all of us. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH “Superb . . . beautifully
written and neatly structured.”—Financial Times “[An] engaging narrative of the
intellectual and cultural origins of China’s modern rise.”—The New York Times
Book Review “Informative and insightful . . . a must-read for anyone with an
interest in the world’s fastest-rising superpower.”—Slate “It does a better job
than most other books of answering a basic question the rest of the world
naturally asks about China’s recent rise: What does China want?”—The Atlantic
“The portraits are beautifully written and bring to life not only their subjects but
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also the mood and intellectual debates of the times in which they lived.”—Foreign
Affairs “Excellent and erudite . . . [The authors] combine scholarly learning with a
reportorial appreciation of colorful, revealing details.”—The National Interest
The year is 1900, and Western empires—both old and new—are locked in regional
entanglements across the globe. The British are losing a bitter war against the
Boers while the German kaiser is busy building a vast new navy. The United
States is struggling to put down an insurgency in the South Pacific while the
upstart imperialist Japan begins to make clear to neighboring Russia its territorial
ambition. In China, a perennial pawn in the Great Game, a mysterious group of
superstitious peasants is launching attacks on the Western powers they fear are
corrupting their country. These ordinary Chinese—called Boxers by the West
because of their martial arts showmanship—rise up, seemingly out of nowhere.
Foreshadowing the insurgencies of the more recent past, they lack a centralized
leadership and instead tap into latent nationalism and deep economic frustration
to build their army. Their battle cry: "Support the Qing, exterminate the
foreigners." Many scholars brush off the Boxers as an ill-conceived and easily
defeated revolt, but the military historian David J. Silbey shows just how close
they came to beating back the combined might of all the imperial powers.
Drawing on the diaries and letters of allied soldiers and diplomats, Silbey paints a
vivid portrait of the short-lived war. Even though their cause ended just as
quickly as it began, the bravery and patriotism of the Boxers would inspire
Chinese nationalists—including a young Mao Zedong—for decades to come.
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"The United States is in the midst of a bruising debate about its role in the world.
Not since the interwar era have Americans been so divided over the scope and
nature of their engagement abroad. President Donald Trump's America First
approach to foreign policy certainly amplified the controversy. His isolationist,
unilateralist, protectionist, and anti-immigrant proclivities marked a sharp break
with the brand of internationalism that the country had embraced since World
War II. But Trump's election was a symptom as much as a cause of the nation's
rethink of its approach to the world. Decades of war in the Middle East with little
to show for it, rising inequality and the hollowing out of the nation's
manufacturing sector, political paralysis over how to fix a dysfunctional
immigration policy--these and other trends have been causing Americans to ask
legitimate questions about whether U.S. grand strategy has been working to their
benefit. Adding to the urgent and passionate nature of this conversation is
China's rise and the threat it poses to the liberal international order that took
shape during the era of the West's material and ideological dominance.
Isolationism speaks directly to this unfolding debate over the future of the
nation's engagement with the world. It does so primarily by looking back, by
probing America's isolationist past. Although most Americans know little about it,
the United States in fact has an impressive isolationist pedigree. In his Farewell
Address of 1796, President George Washington set the young nation on a clear
course: "It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion
of the foreign world." The isolationist impulse embraced by Washington and the
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other Founders guided the nation for much of its history prior to the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941"-An Englishman Adrift in Shanghai
Scramble for the Skies
Imperial Twilight
Treaty Ports in Modern China
Colonialism in China's Global City
China's Long March to the Twenty-first Century
China, the West, and the Epic Story of the Taiping Civil War
The Qing Empire and the Opium War

This book presents a wide range of new research on the Chinese treaty ports – the key strategic
places on China’s coast where in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries various foreign
powers controlled, through "unequal treaties", whole cities or parts of cities, outside the
jurisdiction of the Chinese authorities. Topics covered include land and how it was acquired, the
flow of people, good and information, specific individuals and families who typify life in the
treaty ports, and technical advances, exploration, and innovation in government.
This book investigates the expanding involvement of China in security cooperation in Africa.
Drawing on leading and emerging scholars in the field, the volume uses a combination of
analytical insights and case studies to unpack the complexity of security challenges confronting
China and the continent. It interrogates how security considerations impact upon the growing
economic and social links China has developed with African states.
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An ambitious and shocking exposé of America’s hidden empire in Liberia, run by the storied
Firestone corporation, and its long shadow In the early 1920s, Americans owned 80 percent of
the world’s automobiles and consumed 75 percent of the world’s rubber. But only one percent
of the world’s rubber grew under the U.S. flag, creating a bottleneck that hampered the nation’s
explosive economic expansion. To solve its conundrum, the Firestone Tire and Rubber
Company turned to a tiny West African nation, Liberia, founded in 1847 as a free Black
republic. Empire of Rubber tells a sweeping story of capitalism, racial exploitation, and
environmental devastation, as Firestone transformed Liberia into America’s rubber empire.
Historian and filmmaker Gregg Mitman scoured remote archives to unearth a history of
promises unfulfilled for the vast numbers of Liberians who toiled on rubber plantations built on
taken land. Mitman reveals a history of racial segregation and medical experimentation that
reflected Jim Crow America—on African soil. As Firestone reaped fortunes, wealth and power
concentrated in the hands of a few elites, fostering widespread inequalities that fed unrest,
rebellions and, eventually, civil war. A riveting narrative of ecology and disease, of commerce
and science, and of racial politics and political maneuvering, Empire of Rubber uncovers the
hidden story of a corporate empire whose tentacles reach into the present.
China has emerged as a member of the elite club of nations who are powerful at both global
poles. Polar states are global giants, strong in military, scientific, and economic terms. The
concept of a polar great power is relatively unknown in international relations studies; yet China,
a rising power globally, is now widely using this term to categorize its aspirations and
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emphasize the significance of the polar regions to their national interests. China's focus on
becoming a polar great power represents a fundamental re-orientation - a completely new way of
imagining the world. China's push into these regions encompasses maritime and nuclear
security, the frontlines of climate change research, and the possibility of a resources bonanza. As
shown in this book, China's growing strength at the poles will be a game-changer for a number
of strategic vulnerabilities that could shift the global balance of power in significant and
unexpected ways.
China in and beyond the Headlines
Wealth and Power
The New Scramble for Africa
the great powers and their political and economic rivalries in Asia and the Western Pacific,
1870-1914
A New "Great Game"?
Rivers of Iron
A History
Empire Made Me
This book examines issues that have emerged as higher education systems and
individual institutions across East Asia confront and adapt to the changing economic,
social, and educational environments in which they now operate. The book’s focus is
on how higher education systems learn from each other and on the ways in which they
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collaborate to address new challenges. The sub-theme that runs through this volume
concerns the changing nature of cross-border sharing. In particular, the provision of
technical assistance by more industrialized countries to lower and middle income
countries has given way to collaborations that place the latter’s participating
institutions on a more equal footing.
In the early nineteenth century China remained almost untouched by British and
European powers - but as new technology started to change this balance, foreigners
gathered like wolves around the weakening Qing Empire. Would the Chinese suffer the
fate of much of the rest of the world, carved into pieces by Europeans? Or could they
adapt rapidly enough to maintain their independence? This important and compelling
book explains the roots of China's complex relationship with the West by illuminating a
dramatic, colourful and sometimes shocking period of the country's history.
China’s new nationalism is rooted not in its present power but in shameful memories of
its former weaknesses. Invaded, humiliated, and looted by foreign powers in the past,
China looks out at the twenty-first century through the lens of the past two centuries.
History matters deeply to Beijing’s current rulers, and Robert Bickers explains why.
James Lilley's life and family have been entwined with China's fate since his father
moved to the country to work for Standard Oil in 1916. Lilley spent much of his
childhood in China and after a Yale professor took him aside and suggested a career in
intelligence, it became clear that he would spend his adult life returning to China again
and again. Lilley served for twenty-five years in the CIA in Laos, Tokyo, Hong Kong, and
Taiwan before moving to the State Department in the early 1980s to begin a
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distinguished career as the U.S.'s top-ranking diplomat in Taiwan, ambassador to South
Korea, and finally, ambassador to China. From helping Laotian insurgent forces assist
the American efforts in Vietnam to his posting in Beijing during the Tiananmen Square
crackdown, he was in a remarkable number of crucial places during challenging times
as he spent his life tending to America's interests in Asia. In China Hands, he includes
three generations of stories from an American family in the Far East, all of them
absorbing, some of them exciting, and one, the loss of Lilley's much loved and admired
brother, Frank, unremittingly tragic. China Hands is a fascinating memoir of America in
Asia, Asia itself, and one especially capable American's personal history.
Railroads and Chinese Power in Southeast Asia
External Intervention and the Politics of State Formation
Asia's Cauldron
China and Africa
China's Public Diplomacy
Nine Decades of Adventure, Espionage, and Diplomacy in Asia
Disunited Nations
The Scramble for China

In African Countries and the Global Scramble for China, Mbaidjol engages
the reader, from African perspectives and African People’s interests, in a
theme that is currently fuelling international relations debates.
Once marginalized in the world economy, the past decade has seen Africa
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emerge as a major global supplier of crucial raw materials like oil, uranium
and coltan. With its share of world trade and investment now rising and the
availability of natural resources falling, the continent finds itself at the
centre of a battle to gain access to and control of its valuable natural assets.
China's role in Africa has loomed particularly large in recent years, but there
is now a new scramble taking place involving a wider range of established
and emerging economic powers from the EU and US to Japan, Brazil and
Russia. This book explores the nature of resource and market competition in
Africa and the strategies adopted by the different actors involved - be they
world powers or small companies. Focusing on key commodities, the book
examines the dynamics of the new scramble and the impact of current
investment and competition on people, the environment, and political and
economic development on the continent. New theories, particularly the idea
of Chinese "flexigemony" are developed to explain how resources and
markets are accessed. While resource access is often the primary motive for
increased engagement, the continent also offers a growing market for lowpriced goods from Asia and Asian-owned companies. Individual chapters
explore old and new economic power interests in Africa; oil, minerals,
timber, biofuels, food and fisheries; and the nature and impacts of Asian
investment in manufacturing and other sectors. The New Scramble for Africa
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will be essential reading for students of African studies, international
relations, and resource politics as well as anyone interested in current
affairs.
The Opium War of 1839-43, the first military conflict to take place between
China and the West, is a subject of enduring interest. Mao Haijian, one of the
most distinguished and well-known historians working in China, presents the
culmination of more than ten years of research in a revisionist reading of the
conflict and its main Chinese protagonists. Mao examines the Qing
participants in terms of the moral standards and intellectual norms of their
own time, demonstrating that actions which have struck later observers as
ridiculous can be understood as reasonable within these individuals' own
context. This English-language translation of Mao's work offers a
comprehensive response to the question of why the Qing Empire was so
badly defeated by the British in the first Opium War - an answer that is
distinctive and original within both Chinese and Western historiography, and
supported by a wealth of hitherto unknown detail.
Unnatural capital: Chinese state investment and its travails in Africa -Varieties of accumulation: profit maximization and beyond -- Labor bargains:
regimes of exploitation and exclusion -- Managerial ethos: collective
asceticism versus individual careerism -- Contesting capital: aspiration and
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capacity from below -- Eventful global China -- Appendix: an ethnographer's
odyssey: the mundane and the sublime of researching China in Zambia
The Opium War and the End of China's Last Golden Age
Empire of Rubber
With an Account of Its Present Commerce, Currency, Waterways, Armies,
Railways, Politics, and Future Prospects
China Hands
Challenges, Opportunities and Critical Interventions
China, Indonesia, and Thailand, 1893-1952
African Countries and The Global Scramble for China
Building Peace and Security Cooperation on the Continent

The "war on terror" has generated a scramble for expertise on
Islamic or Asian "culture" and revived support for area studies,
but it has done so at the cost of reviving the kinds of
dangerous generalizations that area studies have rightly been
accused of. This book provides a much-needed perspective on
area studies, a perspective that is attentive to both
manifestations of "traditional culture" and the new global
relationships in which they are being played out. The authors
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shake off the shackles of the orientalist legacy but retain a
close reading of local processes. They challenge the
boundaries of China and question its study from different
perspectives, but believe that area studies have a role to play
if their geographies are studied according to certain common
problems. In the case of China, the book shows the diverse
array of critical but solidly grounded research approaches that
can be used in studying a society. Its approach neither
trivializes nor dismisses the elusive effects of culture, and it
pays attention to both the state and the multiplicity of voices
that challenge it.
The Scramble for ChinaForeign Devils in the Qing Empire,
1832-1914Penguin UK
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY FINANCIAL
TIMES From Robert D. Kaplan, named one of the world’s Top
100 Global Thinkers by Foreign Policy magazine, comes a
penetrating look at the volatile region that will dominate the
future of geopolitical conflict. Over the last decade, the center
of world power has been quietly shifting from Europe to Asia.
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With oil reserves of several billion barrels, an estimated nine
hundred trillion cubic feet of natural gas, and several
centuries’ worth of competing territorial claims, the South
China Sea in particular is a simmering pot of potential conflict.
The underreported military buildup in the area where the
Western Pacific meets the Indian Ocean means that it will
likely be a hinge point for global war and peace for the
foreseeable future. In Asia’s Cauldron, Robert D. Kaplan offers
up a vivid snapshot of the nations surrounding the South China
Sea, the conflicts brewing in the region at the dawn of the
twenty-first century, and their implications for global peace
and stability. One of the world’s most perceptive foreign policy
experts, Kaplan interprets America’s interests in Asia in the
context of an increasingly assertive China. He explains how the
region’s unique geography fosters the growth of navies but
also impedes aggression. And he draws a striking parallel
between China’s quest for hegemony in the South China Sea
and the United States’ imperial adventure in the Caribbean
more than a century ago. To understand the future of conflict
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in East Asia, Kaplan argues, one must understand the goals
and motivations of its leaders and its people. Part travelogue,
part geopolitical primer, Asia’s Cauldron takes us on a journey
through the region’s boom cities and ramshackle slums: from
Vietnam, where the superfueled capitalism of the erstwhile
colonial capital, Saigon, inspires the geostrategic pretensions
of the official seat of government in Hanoi, to Malaysia, where
a unique mix of authoritarian Islam and Western-style
consumerism creates quite possibly the ultimate postmodern
society; and from Singapore, whose “benevolent autocracy”
helped foster an economic miracle, to the Philippines, where a
different brand of authoritarianism under Ferdinand Marcos
led not to economic growth but to decades of corruption and
crime. At a time when every day’s news seems to contain some
new story—large or small—that directly relates to conflicts
over the South China Sea, Asia’s Cauldron is an indispensable
guide to a corner of the globe that will affect all of our lives for
years to come. Praise for Asia’s Cauldron “Asia’s Cauldron is a
short book with a powerful thesis, and it stands out for its
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clarity and good sense. . . . If you are doing business in China,
traveling in Southeast Asia or just obsessing about geopolitics,
you will want to read it.”—The New York Times Book Review
“Kaplan has established himself as one of our most
consequential geopolitical thinkers. . . . [Asia’s Cauldron] is
part treatise on geopolitics, part travel narrative. Indeed, he
writes in the tradition of the great travel writers.”—The
Weekly Standard “Kaplan’s fascinating book is a welcome
challenge to the pessimists who see only trouble in China’s rise
and the hawks who view it as malign.”—The Economist
“Muscular, deeply knowledgeable . . . Kaplan is an ultra-realist
[who] takes a non-moralistic stance on questions of power and
diplomacy.”—Financial Times
This volume brings together scholars from different disciplines
and nations to examine and assess the effectiveness of China's
soft power initiatives in Africa. It throws light not only on
China's engagement with Africa but also on how China's
increasing influence is received in the African media.
Law, Land and Power
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Out of China
A Contribution to Africa’s Preparedness and Rehearsal
The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783
Crossing Borders in East Asian Higher Education
Foreign Devils in the Qing Empire, 1832-1914
China and India in Central Asia
China as a Polar Great Power
What sort of role will China assume in the 21st century and will it be able
to surmount its internal challenges? China's dramatic recent rise to power
throws up a number of questions: Will it become an economic giant? Is it
a status-quo power? Is it likely to invade Taiwan? Will AIDS or
environmental devastation derail its development? Is it democratizing?
The one thing we can know for sure is that the relationship between China
and the United States will be one of the most important of the 21st
century, with vital implications for both countries as well as the rest of
the international system. This collection provides a road map for thinking
about that relationship clearly and critically. Originally published in
Foreign Affairs, the essays assess the geopolitical significance of China's
rise; the country's relations with Taiwan; its economic, environmental,
health, and other problems; and its tantalizing yet frustrating political
development. Together the articles portray a society in deep flux and a
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political system struggling to keep up, with the success or failure of the
reform effort likely to be the defining story of China'sand possibly the
world'sforeseeable future. Contributors include Richard Bernstein & Ross
H. Munro, Kurt M. Campbell & Derek J. Mitchell, Chien-peng Chung,
Elizabeth Economy, George Gilboy and Eric Heginbotham, Bates Gill,
Jennifer Chang & Sarah Palmer, Minxin Pei, Joseph P. Quinlan, Brad
Roberts, Robert A. Manning & Ronald N. Montaperto, Robert S. Ross,
Gerald Segal, Lee Teng-hu
From its origins in Liverpool in 1816, one unusual British firm has
threaded a way through two centuries that have seen tumultuous events
and epochal transformations in technologies and societies. John Swire &
Sons, a small trading company that began by importing dyes, cotton and
apples from the Americas, now directs a highly diversified group of
interests operating across the globe but with a core focus on Asia. From
1866 its fate was intertwined with developments in China, with the story
of steam, and later of flight, and with the movements of people and of
goods that made the modern world. China Bound charts the story of the
firm, its family owners and staff, its operations, its successes and its
disasters, as it endured wars, uprisings and revolutions, the rise and fall
of empires - China's, Britain's, Japan's – and the twists and turns of the
global economy. This is the story of a business that reshaped Hong Kong,
developed Cathay Pacific Airways, dominated China's pre-Second World
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War shipping industry, and helped pioneer containerization. Robert
Bickers' remarkable new book is the history of a business, and of its
worlds, of modern China, Britain, and of the globalization that entangled
them, of compradors, ship-owners, and seamen, sugar travellers, teatasters, and stuff merchants, revolutionaries, pirates and Taipans.
Essential reading for anyone with an interest in global commerce, China
Bound provides an intimate history that helps explain the shape of Asia
today.
In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping unveiled what would come to be
known as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)—a global development
strategy involving infrastructure projects and associated financing
throughout the world, including Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe, and
the Americas. While the Chinese government has framed the plan as one
promoting transnational connectivity, critics and security experts see it as
part of a larger strategy to achieve global dominance. Rivers of Iron
examines one aspect of President Xi Jinping’s “New Era”: China’s effort to
create an intercountry railway system connecting China and its seven
Southeast Asian neighbors (Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam). This book illuminates the political
strengths and weaknesses of the plan, as well as the capacity of the
impacted countries to resist, shape, and even take advantage of China’s
wide-reaching actions. Using frameworks from the fields of international
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relations and comparative politics, the authors of Rivers of Iron seek to
explain how domestic politics in these eight Asian nations shaped their
varying external responses and behaviors. How does China wield power
using infrastructure? Do smaller states have agency? How should we
understand the role of infrastructure in broader development? Does
industrial policy work? And crucially, how should competing global powers
respond?
In the third volume of this popular series, leading experts provide
fascinating and unexpected insights into critical issues of culture,
economy, politics, and society in today's China. This world, outside the
reach of state control and either misunderstood or unreported in Western
media, gains clarity and dimension from the fresh insights of a prominent
group of activists, investigative journalists, lawyers, scholars, and
travelers, who share a common interest in lessening the profound
information gap between China and the rest of the world. In sixteen new
essays, they address such key topics as civil society, consumerism,
environmental adversity, ethnic tension, the Internet, legal reform, new
media and social networking, nationalist tourism, sex and popular culture,
as well the costs of urban gigantism to portray the complexity of life in
contemporary China—and how, increasingly, it speaks to the everyday
experience of Americans. Contributions by: David Bandurski, Susan D.
Blum, Timothy Cheek, Gady Epstein, Andrew S. Erickson, Lionel M.
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Jensen, John Kamm, Wenquing Kang, Katherine Palmer Kaup, Travis
Klingberg, Orion A. Lewis, Benjamin L. Liebman, Jonathan S. Noble, Tim
Oakes, Jessica C. Teets, Alex L. Wang, and Timothy B. Weston.
Contemporary Chinese Nationalism and Transnationalism
The Scramble for Power in an Ungoverned World
Promotion and Perceptions
Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom
The Rise of China and India in Africa
Forgotten Wars
A History of America's Efforts to Shield Itself from the World
Shaping Modern Shanghai
This is a panoramic account of the bitter wars of the end of empire,
seen not only through the eyes of the fighters, but also through the
personal stories of ordinary people.
Should we stop caring about fading regional powers like China, Russia,
Germany, and Iran? Will the collapse of international cooperation push
France, Turkey, Japan, and Saudi Arabia to the top of international
concerns? Most countries and companies are not prepared for the world
Peter Zeihan says we’re already living in. For decades, America’s
allies have depended on its might for their economic and physical
security. But as a new age of American isolationism dawns, the results
will surprise everyone. In Disunited Nations, geopolitical strategist
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Peter Zeihan presents a series of counterintuitive arguments about the
future of a world where trade agreements are coming apart and
international institutions are losing their power. Germany will
decline as the most powerful country in Europe, with France taking its
place. Every country should prepare for the collapse of China, not
North Korea. We are already seeing, as Zeihan predicts, a shift in
outlook on the Middle East: It is no longer Iran that is the region’s
most dangerous threat, but Saudi Arabia. The world has gotten so
accustomed to the “normal” of an American-dominated order that we have
all forgotten the historical norm: several smaller, competing powers
and economic systems throughout Europe and Asia. America isn’t the
only nation stepping back from the international system. From Brazil
to Great Britain to Russia, leaders are deciding that even if plenty
of countries lose in the growing disunited chaos, their nations will
benefit. The world isn’t falling apart—it’s being pushed apart. The
countries and businesses prepared for this new every-country-foritself ethic are those that will prevail; those shackled to the status
quo will find themselves lost in the new world disorder. Smart,
interesting, and essential reading, Disunited Nations is a sure-to-becontroversial guidebook that analyzes the emerging shifts and
resulting problems that will arise in the next two decades. We are
entering a period of chaos, and no political or corporate leader can
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ignore Zeihan’s insights or his message if they want to survive and
thrive in this uncertain new time.
With a focus on China, the United States, and India, this book
examines the economic ambitions of the second space race. The authors
argue that space ambitions are informed by a combination of factors,
including available resources, capability, elite preferences, and
talent pool. The authors demonstrate how these influences affect the
development of national space programs as well as policy and law.
As China reclaims its position as a world power, Imperial Twilight
looks back to tell the story of the country’s last age of ascendance
and how it came to an end in the nineteenth-century Opium War. As one
of the most potent turning points in the country’s modern history, the
Opium War has since come to stand for everything that today’s China
seeks to put behind it. In this dramatic, epic story, award-winning
historian Stephen Platt sheds new light on the early attempts by
Western traders and missionaries to “open” China even as China’s
imperial rulers were struggling to manage their country’s decline and
Confucian scholars grappled with how to use foreign trade to China’s
advantage. The book paints an enduring portrait of an immensely
profitable—and mostly peaceful—meeting of civilizations that was
destined to be shattered by one of the most shockingly unjust wars in
the annals of imperial history. Brimming with a fascinating cast of
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British, Chinese, and American characters, this riveting narrative of
relations between China and the West has important implications for
today’s uncertain and ever-changing political climate.
How the Chinese Ended the Era of Western Domination
Firestone’s Scramble for Land and Power in Liberia
China's Second Continent
The South China Sea and the End of a Stable Pacific
The Maritime Customs Service and the Global Origins of Modernity in
China
China Bound
Freedom and Revolution in Southeast Asia
The Great Power Competition to Control the Resources of Outer Space
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, colonial powers clashed over much of Central and
East Asia: Great Britain and Germany fought over New Guinea, the Bismarck
Archipelago, Fiji, and Samoa; France and Great Britain competed over control of
continental Southwest Asia; and the United States annexed the Philippines and Hawaii.
Meanwhile, the possible disintegration of China and Japan’s growing nationalism added
new dimensions to the rivalries. Surveying these and other international developments
in the Pacific basin during the three decades preceding World War I, Kees van Dijk
traces the emergence of superpowers during the colonial race and analyzes their
conduct as they struggled for territory. Extensive in scope, Pacific Strife is a fascinating
look at a volatile moment in history.
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From the harrowing situation of migrants trying to cross the Mediterranean in rubber
dinghies to the crisis on the US-Mexico border, mass migration is one of the most
urgent issues facing our societies today. At the same time, viable solutions seem ever
more remote, with the increasing polarization of public attitudes and political positions.
In this book, Stephen Smith focuses on ‘young Africa’ – 40 per cent of its population are
under fifteen – anda dramatic demographic shift. Today, 510 million people live inside
EU borders, and 1.25 billion people in Africa. In 2050, 450 million Europeans will face 2.5
billion Africans – five times their number. The demographics are implacable. The
scramble for Europe will become as inexorable as the ‘scramble for Africa’ was at the
end of the nineteenth century, when 275 million people lived north and only 100 million
lived south of the Mediterranean. Then it was all about raw materials and national pride,
now it is about young Africans seeking a better life on the Old Continent, the island of
prosperity within their reach. If Africa’s migratory patterns follow the historic
precedents set by other less developed parts of the world, in thirty years a quarter of
Europe’s population will beAfro-Europeans. Addressingthe question of how Europe
cancope with an influx of this magnitude, Smith argues for a path between the two
extremes of today’s debate. He advocatesmigratory policies of ‘good neighbourhood’
equidistant from guilt-ridden self-denial and nativist egoism. This sobering analysis of
the migration challenges we now face will be essential reading for anyone concerned
with the great social and political questions of our time.
Innovative study of colonialism in China examining Shanghai's International Settlement
as the site of key developments in the Republican period.
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From 1854 to 1952, the Chinese Maritime Customs Service delivered one-third to onehalf of all revenue available to China’s central authorities. Much more than a tax
collector, the institution managed China’s harbors and surveyed the Chinese coast. It
oversaw a college training Chinese diplomats; translated legal, philosophical,
economic, and scientific documents; organized contributions to international
exhibitions; and pioneered China’s modern postal system. After the 1911 Revolution,
the agency began managing China’s international loans and domestic bond issues, and
in the 1930s, it created a coast guard to combat smuggling. The Customs Service was
central to China’s post-Taiping entrance into the world of modern nation-states and
twentieth-century trade and finance, and this is the first comprehensive history of the
Customs Service’s activities and truly cosmopolitan nature. At times, the Service kept
China together when little else did.
The Specter of Global China
China's Media and Soft Power in Africa
The Rise of China
Pacific Strife
Young Africa on its way to the Old Continent
The Boxer Rebellion and the Great Game in China

In China's Public Diplomacy, Ingrid d'Hooghe provides a thorough analysis
of how China's approach to public diplomacy is shaped by the country's
political system and Chinese culture.
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Today, war is more complicated than it has ever been. When considering
military strategy, a commander must be aware of several theaters of war.
There's ground strength, air power, naval combat and even cyber warfare.
In the late 19th century, however, the true military might of a nation rested
primarily on the strength of its navy. In 1890, United States Navy Captain
Alfred Thayer Mahan published a book titled "The Influence of Sea Power
Upon History." The monumental text addressed the importance of both
military and commercial fleets in the success of a nation in war and
peacetime. Mahan begins with a discussion of the elements he considers to
be the key to a nation's success on the seas. He theorizes that a ground
force could not sustain the pressure of a naval blockade. Mahan then
applies his principles to wars of the past. He analyzes the use of a navy in
various engagements and considers the resulting influence on the outcome
of the wars. The book was readily accepted by commanders and tacticians
all over the world and his principles and theories were utilized throughout
the 20th century. His arguments, along with technological advances, were
influential in the strengthening of the United States Navy. Presently,
Mahan's work is considered the most important work on naval strategy in
history.
'Powerful, astute and readable . . . meticulously researched, and written
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with flair and feeling' John Keay, Literary Review From opium wars,
conquest and rebellion to the end of the Qing imperial dynasty, the history
of the European colonial 'scramble' for China is one of brutality and
idealism, oppression and adventure - a story that is still central to the
country's image of itself today. Robert Bickers' extraordinary book tells this
epic story from both European and Chinese viewpoints, as 'foreign devils'
gathered around China's weakened empire and tried to build a new world.
'At every airport bookshop, the traveller is offered shelves of volumes that
purport to tell us how an emerging, powerful China will deal with the world.
Those who wish to understand these issues more closely might be better
advised to read this fair and fascinating account' Chris Patten, Financial
Times 'Packed with interesting stories from a range of official and unofficial
sources, The Scramble For China at times reads like historical fiction,
veering at times into action-packed tales of intrigue. Throughout it
maintains a humanity and sympathy for many of the individuals depicted in
its pages' Beijing Today
This book posits that when foreign actors face high opportunity costs of
intervention in a weak state, their behavior may foster state sovereignty.
This occurs as foreign actors work with local groups to avoid their worst
fear, domination of the polity by rivals. Drawing from primary and
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secondary sources, Ja Ian Chong examines this argument by considering
China, Indonesia, and Thailand between the late nineteenth and midtwentieth centuries. The book augments existing perspectives on
nationalism, sovereignty, and state formation by introducing insights from
research on foreign intervention and local collaboration.
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