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Things Fall Apart Discussion Guide
Okonkwo lives with his Ibo clansmen in a Nigerian village in the late 1800's. Driven by fear that he will be considered a
failure like his father, he is determined to prove himself stronger, tougher, more violent, and more honorable than anyone
else. He works hard at growing yams, the "man's crop"; he fights hard, bringing back his enemies' skulls; and he takes
two titles - signs of power and honor which involve generously giving to the community. He marries three wives and has
eight children, all of whom he tries to keep under strict control. A fiercely proud and short-tempered man, Okonkwo fears
being seen as a failure above anything else. The author of Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe, introduces the complex
rules, patterns, values, and rituals of Okonkwo's society. The Ibo people love dance, music, and wrestling matches, and
Achebe weaves their vivid language, proverbs, and stories into the novel. The 10,000 men of the clan meet together to
seek peaceful solutions to problems with other clans, and elders wisely resolve disputes within the clan. On the other
hand, the priestess and her Oracle hold the power of life and death. Many children die young, and twin babies are
"thrown away" in the forest. When the Oracle demands that an innocent boy hostage be killed, the men of the village
immediately obey. At a funeral celebration Okonkwo's gun explodes and he accidentally kills a boy. As punishment, he is
exiled from the clan for seven years. Losing his place and possessions in his village and going to his mother's kinsmen,
he begins to struggle with some aspects of his society. Yet when vast changes begin with the arrival of white
missionaries, he closes his heart against new ideas despite his earlier misgivings. Okonkwo returns to his village, where
a missionary ministers to a small flock of believers. This wise and godly man is replaced by another missionary, less
sensitive to local traditions, who helps to provoke a conflict between the young believers and the other men of the village.
When a white administrator and corrupt soldiers, contemptuous and ignorant of the complex rules of Okonkwo's society,
get involved in the conflict, they humiliate the community and bring tragedy to Okonkwo. Things have fallen apart, and
Okonkwo's world is changed forever. Interactive CD-rom.
One of the most provocative and original voices in contemporary literature, Chinua Achebe here considers the place of
literature and art in our society in a collection of essays spanning his best writing and lectures from the last twenty-three
years. For Achebe, overcoming goes hand in hand with eradicating the destructive effects of racism and injustice in
Western society. He reveals the impediments that still stand in the way of open, equal dialogue between Africans and
Europeans, between blacks and whites, but also instills us with hope that they will soon be overcome.
Drawn from traditional Buddhist wisdom, Pema Chodrons radical and compassionate advice for what to do when things
fall apart in our lives goes against the grain of our usual habits and ex pectations.--from back cover.
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A Study Guide for Chinua Achebe's "Things Fall Apart," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
Home
Selected Essays
CliffsNotes on Achebe's Things Fall Apart
Things Fall Apart Novel Units Teacher Guide
A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation, essay, and test prep for Chinua
Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, regarded as one of literature’s first counter narratives. As a
classic novel written two years before Nigeria’s independence, Things Fall Apart showcases a precolonized Nigeria and the transformation of culture after English colonization. Moreover, Achebe
is a colorful and gifted storyteller, allowing readers to experience a culture they otherwise
might not have the pleasure of knowing. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and
history of Achebe’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly explore the reasons it has
stood the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the
Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test
Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an in-depth tour of more than
275 classic works of literature, exploring characters, critical commentary, historical
background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper in
their understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as topics for further
research.
"When an essay is due and dreaded exams loom, here's the lit-crit help students need to succeed!
SparkNotes Literature Guides make studying smarter, better, and faster. They provide chapter-bychapter analysis, explanations of key themes, motifs and symbols, a review quiz, and essay
topics. Lively and accessible, SparkNotes is perfect for late-night studying and paper writing."
--Amazon.com.
Features a study guide to the novel entitled "Things Fall Apart," written in 1958 by the
Nigerian author Chinua Achebe (1930- ), with information presented online by Paul Brians of
Washington State University. Explains that the study guide is aimed at college English
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literature students.
The adventures and misadventures of a young Nigerian negro in the British colonial civil
service. A temporary clerk, still on probation, Mr Johnson has been in Fada, Nigeria, for six
months and is already much in debt. Undaunted, he entertains on the grandest scale, with drums
and smuggled gin. Not only that, he intends to pay a small fortune for his wife...
A Study Guide
A Routledge Study Guide
Study guide
Things Fall Apart ; No Longer at Ease , [and] Arrow of God

The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots, characters, literary
devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series also feature glossaries and
visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. In CliffsNotes on Things Fall Apart, you explore the
ground-breaking work of author Chinua Achebe, considered by many to be the most influential African writer of
his generation. The novel, amazing in its authenticity, leaves behind the stereotypical portrayals of African life
and presents the Igbo culture of Nigeria in all its remarkable complexity. Chapter summaries and commentaries
take you through Achebe's world, and critical essays give you insight into the novel's themes and use of
language. Other features that help you study include Character analyses of the main characters A character map
that graphically illustrates the relationships among the characters A section on the life and background of
Chinua Achebe A review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center full of books, articles, films, and
Internet sites Classic literature or modern modern-day treasure — you'll understand it all with expert information
and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
Offering an insight into African culture that had not been portrayed before, Things Fall Apart is both a tragic and
moving story of an individual set in the wider context of the coming of colonialism, as well as a powerful and
complex political statement of cross-cultural encounters. This guide to Chinua Achebe’s compelling novel
offers: an accessible introduction to the text and contexts of Things Fall Apart a critical history, surveying the
many interpretations of the text from publication to the present a selection of critical writing on Things Fall
Apart, by Abiola Irele, Abdul JanMohamed, Biodun Jeyifo, Florence Stratton and Ato Quayson, providing a
variety of perspectives on the novel and extending the coverage of key critical approaches identified in the
survey section cross-references between sections of the guide, in order to suggest links between texts, contexts
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and criticism suggestions for further reading. Part of the Routledge Guides to Literature series, this volume is
essential reading for all those beginning detailed study of Things Fall Apart and seeking not only a guide to the
novel, but a way through the wealth of contextual and critical material that surrounds Achebe’s text.
The perfect companion to Chinua Achebe's "Things Fall Apart," this study guide contains a chapter by chapter
analysis of the book, a summary of the plot, and a guide to major characters and themes. BookCap Study
Guides do not contain text from the actual book, and are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to reading
the book.
Activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the reading of Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe.
Chinua Achebe: Things Fall Apart Study Guide
A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents
Like a House on Fire
The African Trilogy
Collects three of the author's novels, all inspired by the tragedies faced by the Igbo
people during the European colonization of Africa.
Okonkwo is the greatest warrior alive, famous throughout West Africa. But when he
accidentally kills a clansman, things begin to fall apart. Then Okonkwo returns from
exile to find missionaries and colonial governors have arrived in the village. With his
world thrown radically off-balance he can only hurtle towards tragedy. Chinua Achebe's
stark novel reshaped both African and world literature. This arresting parable of a proud
but powerless man witnessing the ruin of his people begins Achebe's landmark trilogy of
works chronicling the fate of one African community, continued in Arrow of God and No
Longer at Ease.
A riveting and powerful story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship and an
indestructible love
Things Fall ApartPenguin UK
A Man of the People
Things Fall Apart Study Guide CD-ROM
Heart Advice for Difficult Times
A Study Guide for Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart
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A wealth of documents and commentary on the historical, social, and cultural contexts of Things Fall Apart.
Obi Okonkwo is an idealistic young man who, thanks to the privileges of an education in Britain, has now returned to
Nigeria for a job in the civil service. However in his new role he finds that the way of government seems to be
backhanders and corruption. Obi manages to resist the bribes that are offered to him, but when he falls in love with an
unsuitable girl - to the disapproval of his parents - he sinks further into emotional and financial turmoil. The lure of easy
money becomes harder to refuse, and Obi becomes caught in a trap he cannot escape. Showing a man lost in cultural
limbo, and a Nigeria entering a new age of disillusionment, No Longer at Ease concludes Achebe's remarkable trilogy
charting three generations of an African community under the impact of colonialism, the first two volumes of which are
Things Fall Apart and Arrow of God.
Unlock the more straightforward side of Things Fall Apart with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This
engaging summary presents an analysis of Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, which centres on the great warrior and
champion wrestler Okonkwo as he deals with the challenges resulting from disagreements in his clan, the arrival of white
missionaries in his village and the mounting tension between tradition and modernity. The engaging narrative provides a
compelling, immersive portrait of Igbo life in Achebe’s native Nigeria and a thoughtful exploration of the impact of
colonialism and of themes such as masculinity, honour, pride and disobedience. Chinua Achebe was a Nigerian writer
who sought to use his novels, short stories, essays and poetry to examine the struggles facing his country and expand
popular conceptions of Africa and its people. He is widely considered to be the founding father of modern African
literature. Find out everything you need to know about Things Fall Apart in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols •
Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole
new light with BrightSummaries.com!
"Three Hours in Paris is the story of Kate Rees, the young American markswoman who has been recruited by British
intelligence to drop into Paris on the dangerous business of trying to assassinate the Fuhrer. A country girl from rural
Oregon - a grieving widow with no spy training but a vendetta and a lot of gumption - now has the state of the entire war
in her hands. When the hit goes badly wrong, Kate is on the run for her life - all the time wrestling with the suspicion that
the whole operation was a set-up."--Provided by publisher.
Things Fall Apart, [by] Chinua Achebe
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A Study Guide to Chinua Achebe's Novel Things Fall Apart
Home and Exile
Walden
Since its publication in 1958 "Things fall apart" has won global critical acclaim. Offering an insight
into African culture, this is both a tragic and moving story of an individual set in the wider context of
the coming of colonialism, as well as a powerful and complex political statement of cross-cultural
encounters.
Chinua Achebe is Africa's most prominent writer, the author of Things Fall Apart, the best
known--and best selling--novel ever to come out of Africa. His fiction and poetry burn with a
passionate commitment to political justice, bringing to life not only Africa's troubled encounters with
Europe but also the dark side of contemporary African political life. Now, in Home and Exile, Achebe
reveals the man behind his powerful work. Here is an extended exploration of the European impact
on African culture, viewed through the most vivid experience available to the author--his own life. It
is an extended snapshot of a major writer's childhood, illuminating his roots as an artist. Achebe
discusses his English education and the relationship between colonial writers and the European
literary tradition. He argues that if colonial writers try to imitate and, indeed, go one better than the
Empire, they run the danger of undervaluing their homeland and their own people. Achebe contends
that to redress the inequities of global oppression, writers must focus on where they come from,
insisting that their value systems are as legitimate as any other. Stories are a real source of power in
the world, he concludes, and to imitate the literature of another culture is to give that power away.
Home and Exile is a moving account of an exceptional life. Achebe reveals the inner workings of the
human conscience through the predicament of Africa and his own intellectual life. It is a story of the
triumph of mind, told in the words of one of this century's most gifted writers.
From the renowned author of The African Trilogy, a political satire about an unnamed African country
navigating a path between violence and corruption As Minister for Culture, former school teacher M.
A. Nanga is a man of the people, as cynical as he is charming, and a roguish opportunist. When Odili,
an idealistic young teacher, visits his former instructor at the ministry, the division between them is
vast. But in the eat-and-let-eat atmosphere, Odili's idealism soon collides with his lusts—and the two
men's personal and political tauntings threaten to send their country into chaos. When Odili launches
a vicious campaign against his former mentor for the same seat in an election, their mutual
animosity drives the country to revolution. Published, prophetically, just days before Nigeria's first
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attempted coup in 1966, A Man of the People is an essential part of Achebe’s body of work.
A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation, essay, and test prep for Chinua Achebe's
Things Fall Apart, regarded as one of literature's first counter narratives. As a classic novel written
two years before Nigeria's independence, Things Fall Apart showcases a pre-colonized Nigeria and
the transformation of culture after English colonization. Moreover, Achebe is a colorful and gifted
storyteller, allowing readers to experience a culture they otherwise might not have the pleasure of
knowing. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of Achebe's classic work,
helping students to thoroughly explore the reasons it has stood the literary test of time. Each Bright
Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot
Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide
series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring characters,
critical commentary, historical background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages
readers to dig deeper in their understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as
topics for further research.
A Novel
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe
Study Guide to Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
No Longer at Ease

Part coming of age, part call to action, this fast-paced #ownvoices novel about a Deaf teenager is a
unique and inspiring exploration of what it means to belong. Smart, artistic, and independent, sixteen
year old Piper is tired of trying to conform. Her mom wants her to be “normal,” to pass as hearing, to get
a good job. But in a time of food scarcity, environmental collapse, and political corruption, Piper has other
things on her mind—like survival. Piper has always been told that she needs to compensate for her
Deafness in a world made for those who can hear. But when she meets Marley, a new world opens
up—one where Deafness is something to celebrate, and where resilience means taking action, building a
com-munity, and believing in something better. Published to rave reviews as Future Girl in Australia (Allen
& Unwin, Sept. 2020), this empowering, unforgettable story is told through a visual extravaganza of text,
paint, collage, and drawings. Set in an ominously prescient near future, The Words in My Hands is very
much a novel for our turbulent times.
WINNER OF THE 2013 STEELE RUDD AWARD, QUEENSLAND LITERARY AWARDS SHORTLISTED FOR THE
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2013 STELLA PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2013 KIBBLE AWARD From prize-winning short-story writer
Cate Kennedy comes a new collection to rival her highly acclaimed Dark Roots. In Like a House on Fire,
Kennedy once again takes ordinary lives and dissects their ironies, injustices and pleasures with her
humane eye and wry sense of humour. In ‘Laminex and Mirrors’, a young woman working as a cleaner in a
hospital helps an elderly patient defy doctor’s orders. In ‘Cross-Country’, a jilted lover manages to
misinterpret her ex’s new life. And in ‘Ashes’, a son accompanies his mother on a journey to scatter his
father’s remains, while lifelong resentments simmer in the background. Cate Kennedy’s poignant short
stories find the beauty and tragedy in illness and mortality, life and love. PRAISE FOR CATE KENNEDY ‘This
is a heartfelt and moving collection of short stories that cuts right to the emotional centre of everyday
life.’ Bookseller and Publisher ‘Cate Kennedy is a singular artist who looks to the ordinary in a small rural
community and is particularly astute on exploring the fallout left by the aftermath of the personal
disasters that change everything.’ The Irish Times
If he had been with me everything would have been different... I wasn't with Finn on that August night.
But I should've been. It was raining, of course. And he and Sylvie were arguing as he drove down the slick
road. No one ever says what they were arguing about. Other people think it's not important. They do not
know there is another story. The story that lurks between the facts. What they do not know—the cause of
the argument—is crucial. So let me tell you...
REA's MAXnotes for William Shakespeare's Othello The MAXnotes offers a comprehensive summary and
analysis of Othello and a biography of William Shakespeare. Places the events of the play in historical
context and discusses each act in detail. Includes study questions and answers along with topics for
papers and sample outlines.
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (Book Analysis)
Things Fall Apart
A Thousand Splendid Suns
Hopes and Impediments
The contemporary African writer's classic novel depicting the destruction of traditional tribal
life by the white man
The latest novel from Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison. An angry and self-loathing veteran of
the Korean War, Frank Money finds himself back in racist America after enduring trauma on the
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front lines that left him with more than just physical scars. His home--and himself in it--may
no longer be as he remembers it, but Frank is shocked out of his crippling apathy by the need
to rescue his medically abused younger sister and take her back to the small Georgia town they
come from, which he's hated all his life. As Frank revisits the memories from childhood and the
war that leave him questioning his sense of self, he discovers a profound courage he thought he
could never possess again. A deeply moving novel about an apparently defeated man finding
himself--and his home.
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study
guides for challenging works of literature. This 50-page guide for "Things Fall Apart" by
Chinua Achebe includes detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 25 chapters, as well as
several more in-depth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes
commentary on major characters, 25 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Proverbs
and Fathers and Sons.
BookCaps Study Guide
Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart
When Things Fall Apart
Study Guide: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (SuperSummary)
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